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We fiave justseen that unity in faith and govern-:
,urnt is an absolutely essenti] dogma, taught by i
fesus Christ, by the apestles and  their successors i
rom age 10 age, receguized and set fortl i all they e i A “! eouid ool C ' :
Churches aud in all the communions of the chris- | efficacious, the only meanswe can conceive capa-y| nly come from him to whom the whole hp

ON IHIE INFALLIBILITY OF THE CHURCH

tian world. When we are all of us, without ex-
‘eption, once agreed upon admitting the princip!e,'

wemust of necessity be agreed upon admiitting its |
immediate and necessary consequence, which 18, |
that Jesus Clrist bag supplied us with some means; ™

»f preserving “nd maintaining this unity. For, to
»blige us al}, under pain of damnation, to haze butt
one baptism and one faith, to form of ourselves but
~ne only bady, one only Churct. and 1o lcavo us
without the means or thepossibility of arriving at)
‘his, would be inconsistent with his pruvidence and
tustice. Now we all know and wo loudly profess
that his providence and justice have never been
wanling and never will be wanting to mon, We
are therefore, all convinced that Jesus Christ has
not left us without the means of being able to ful-
61 bis great commandment, We have only there-
fore to examine what are the means appointed by
him, in order that, following his direction aud his
wish, we may all with one consent have recourse
to them, that we may adopt thern with sincerity and
attaeh ourselves exclusively to them.

1§ each une of us were directed by an immediate
-evelation, a particular inspiration, there is no
doubt that we never should depart from unity. But

DCwSERTCaRTAEIR IR || ords and of multiplying sects ad infinitum: it isl-l
Vo, . ' ! . . .
| diametrically opposed to umty, and is therefore |them under wy hand: all power is given to me i

eIl |

Poo Co .
‘:ll:exrcﬁ‘or(s, their illusions shall not prevail: I hap!

proscribed.  Weare undor the necessity of look-j; beaven and on carth, and by vittue of this powet
ing out for another mean, and we shall never find || from this moment1 stand by your side, and shal
it except in a supreme authority, that speaks with)junceasingly  remain with  you, withput tin
@ tone of authority, which presses equally upon all'!'lcaslintcrruplion, even of a single day, to the enu
which hasthe right to declare what is revealed and ::n“imc. A potentate may assemblehis ministers

what is not, what we must believe, what we mustp and say to them, Go, bear my ordersto allmy oy

reject; and which Lousequently, itself being sccur-:%pire, imorm my people of them- he has a right 1.
cd from error, shall protectus from it, by subject- [}do 30, he can do it: But is there onc who coul!
ing us to her decisions. Thisis the poweriul, thc”wy, Inform all nations of them? Such a commanc

ble of holding us together, circumstanced as \vq‘!man race was subjected. And again should th}

are. Without it, 1t is impussible we shouid ever'i-polcmutc have conquered the upiverse, would ...
be united; with it, impossible we should nut always | presume to add: £ am wilk you even to the consun,

be so; it has thercfore been established; we can- | mation of theworld; he who is feeble and mortal .5
ot doubt of it. It nccessarily follows from u.cHoumelves, he whose power expires with his life, an..
principle of umty as an eflectbelongs tots cause, |iis buried in the same tomb with bim? Tlis pie

and a consequence flows from uts principles. Werel|mise becomes Jesus Christ alone, and fruly shew .
there no scripture in the world, were there no mo-jjus whatheis. He maude it ltke a master; he keeps
nument of primitive tradition, we should noton that{jitlikea God. By this promise he secures luys
account be less cerivin of the institution of thisemi- || ckurch against all errorin its doctrine, and ensur »

nent and infallible authority, whea once the neces-|
sity of being but oue in belict and i communion is
demonstrated to us,

But, thank God, we hare the boly Scripture, we!
have the unbroken tradition of all centuries, since
the preaching of the gospel, from age to age, down|
to ourdays; both attesting in the most authentic!
manner the positise institution of this authority.

16 Jesus Christ, after his resurrection, appear-!
ed again at different times during fosty davs in the
midst of his apostles and disciples to console them
and give them his last instructions, speaking to
them of the kingdom of God, which without doubt
means his church, and of its progress and its ob-!
stacles, of its combats and its trnumpbs, ofthe forins

tfat this is not the means that providence grants us,
no person, how enthysiastic or fanatic seever, can
veasonably doubt. Every one sufficiently feels with-
‘n himself that he is not supplied with this miraga-:
Ious assistance.

But perhaps Jesus Christwany have Jeft Lis doc- ||ment of theiss, when he solemnly addressed them

frine % our private interpretation; perhaps it was
hig wish that for the explonation of bis dogmas and
the understanding of his Jaw we should have wo
sther guide but oursclves, no other judge to at-
tend to but our privato opinion. If he had come
to egtblish upon carth a variation in the belief and
aplurlity in the government of his church, well
and good: for we have alrcady seen and soon shall
sill more plainly see, that the Liberty of interpret-
ing just according 1o our fancy and of preferring
ang following our own conceits, s the Mmfllible

J

essentially necessary in ifs hicrarchy and govern-
ment and of its unavoidable connection with the
powers of the world. Uwasin bis last appear-
;ance to them, that ho annouuced to his apostles;
-the termination ofhis mission and the commence-

1in these irportant words: «¢ All power isgiven me

all nations—teaching them to observe all things,
whatsoever I have commauded you: and bhehold 1
am with you all days, even to the consummation
of thewarld.” What ao authosity to go and in-
sjruct! Neverwas such given to man before. It
comes {0 them from the Almighty himself, apd
subjects the whole humanrace tothem. What sc-

in heaven and in carth. Go therefore teach yel

| the perpetuity of its cxistence and its indefectibila
to the end oftime.  Already has this promise prc'-
served his church against - rth and hell for nearhs
two thousand years; and this without doubt is suffi
cient to convince us, that it will suppart it ever
to the consummation of the world, come when ¢.
may.

He had formesly said to the chief of his apostles.
when he took from him the name he had il they, -
borue, togive lim one that was symbolical ame
mystericns; < Thou art Peter, and upon this rocked
will build my church, and the gates of hell shall nee
provail agaiostit,” and to his apostles in genera} ¥
"‘ And I will ask the Father, and be shall give you

hanother Paraclete—the Spirit of trath—When he

| the Spirit of truth is come, he will teach you o,
truth.””  These passages are so clear, that at th:
first glance they immediately discover tous the °
stability of the edifice he proposed fo raise (ar
cdifice not to Lic overturned by all the powers of
hell) and the wmamissible purity of doctrine inbis
Church, with which {he spiritof aill tuth is fo resi(y,
forever.

# I'am not surprised tat, intending thg Apostles
jto represent him one day and reserving for them &
tutelary and continual assistance from on Ligh, &¢ *
should in the course of his preaching have safd ¢
them, aud also to the sixty-two disciples. * He
that heareth you heareth me; and be that despiseth, -
you, despiseth me.” A simple exprossion ¢his, hut

curity, what confidence is there not given to their

yet &:igoro',xs cnotigh to put forth at onesingle stroke
and in the bighest degree, on the ono side, the au-

megns ofintroducicg divputes, quarrels, and dis-

fuar nofhing: lef men apd dovi}s viss up aguinst you,

teaching by thrisholy word, £ am twith you! Go, !

tharity to teach, anf, on tirc other, the dulysgp
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obey.  After thisstriking and peremptory word:l!pclualcd fromagelonge with the world for its]
* Jewcho despises you, despises me,” how are we _;boundaries and time for its duration. Such is the
10 account for the blindness or impicty of those' command and the desire of our Legislator, to whom:
« huistians who aflerwards had the face to despise’ alone it belonged to command its execution,?
t4is their doctrine?  We learn moreover fiom St. | N )
“atthes, that our Saviour sometimes sent off the!] © Neverwas an orderso fuithfully exceuted, nover were;
. " 1) instructions followed by so mdefatizablo a zeal. At first,
apostles {o announce in the towns and citics of Ju-'!u‘c Apos les preach in Jerusalem and in Judea. They
«ra, that the kingdom of heaven was at hand:!'speulc wit an authority that wiposes and astonishes. Al
*¢ And whosoever shall not veceive you, nor hear ‘:thou;;h poor, simple and medest, nothing intimidates thcm'{
vour words going forth out of that house or ci(yg;"l‘he spirit, with which they sre ammated, raises them

shake off the dust from your feet.”
shallbe the punishment of those who refuse the in-
struclions of the apustles? Lot us hear it from Je-
sus Christ, ““Amen,I say to you,it shall not be more
terrible for the land of Sodom and Gomorrha in
tho day of judgment than for that city.” ‘This
«.racle proceeding fom a God-man, is suffisicnt to
terrify vs.  Let those consider itand apply it, who
gotsist with their forefuthers in shutting their ears
against instructions and rejecting tho authority that
has a right to instruct them.

1 kaow that, in their defence, they have said that
ihese maenaces against the refractory on the one
hand, and this absoluic and infallible authoritv on
the other must be limited to the persons of the
ofthe apastles and to the period of their ministry,

and not be extended to their successors and to fu-)!

turc ages.  But that they may no longer attempt
10 persuade you of this, remark wetl, 1 entreat you,
the words by which the transmission of these zame
grrerogatives and those same powers,and the per-
netuity of them ip the church are foreibly declared.
¥n fact, did nor Jesus Christsay: “ Yam with you
« ven to the consummation of the wosld?” did he not

&ay: “The gatesof Lell shail not prevail against 1t?
did he not say: ¢ The spirit of truth shall remain

with you for ever?” It is the apostles therefure m
the first place, and in the succession of ages thuse
xho were to succeed them in the plenitude a’ the
priesthood, that he appeints as his ministers, his
ambassadors his representatives tu continue and

And \vhat" above human considerations.  ‘To the little, to the great, e

fore the people, before magistrates, ia the syagogues, and
the sanhednm, they deliver themselves wath the same firm-
‘ness, the same tone of confidence, of superiority, and su-
.preme dominion. Asscmbled in conusel they hesitate not
'topronouncc in theie own name, and 1 the nmame of God.
. Ithath appearcd good to the MHolsy nhost and to ns.”
I Thus do they write at the head of their deeree.  From Ju-
| dea they spread themselves over the world: some proceed
straight to the centre ofthe cmpire and settle thero: others|
l'tn its principal towns; oth~rs penctrate to its utmost cx-
tremitics some ¢son beyond, and reachasfar as India.
! Every where do they aunounce the kingdom of God,

every where do ther es'ablish the Government that Jesus
i Chinstkad traced out for them and which in their turn they

agam trace out for thar disciples with an injuaction
te transmit it to their successors.  LThe divine master had
'said to them —* Teachall nations to observe whatsocver 1
yhave commanded you,” and St Paul says to the inhabitants
! of Miletus and Ephesus* * I take you to witness this day.
;I have notspared to declerc to you all the counsel of
. God.l)

Hehad told themthat be sfisuld be withthem to theend
of ages, which necessanly supposcs an unbroken chain: of
' successo™; and inall places wacre the word frucutics they
| establish bishops, * Take heed to the whole dock swhere-
in the Holy Ghost hath placed you bishops, to rule the |
| Church of God:™ They confer upon them the powers with '
) whicb they themselves arc invested, with an injunctioa to
_transmit them 3o thesctura: * I loft thee in Creto “—fhat
thou shouldst ordain bashops sn every city, as I also appoint~
! ed thee —— 2 bishop must be without ctime.”
Jesus Christ bad said tothem.  As my Father hath
| scut me sodo I send you,” and they cawry themsclves as
| his ministers; ¢ Let aman so account of us as of the min.

isters of Christ;” and agaia,  For Christtherefore wo arg
ambassxdors,God as it wetc, cxb‘orzing by us.” Undoubted-

|

-—

egnsummate his work.

Let us never be afralit torepeat to ourselves; it
Suglorious, it is profifable to contem plate 1n its or-
2 gin the ministry it bag pleased our Saviour to cre-
ate-and leave gfter him: forin this he traly appears
a5 o Sovereign, as a God.  Fe sends the ministers
of bis word as he hadbeen sent, towhom all power
#iad been given inheaven and on earth.  Whither
does he send them? To all nations. to every crea-
eure shall they bear bisword, that is, as he himself,
«xplainsit, all his commandments; all, without
wesiriction.  But will theybe heard? There isa

commang for all the world to reccive them, anda
prohibition under pain of everlasting and most
Figorous tomments, for any ons whatsocver to des-
pise them. And now, with thisstrict obligation on
wur part of submitting to their authority, it was the
part of justice that there should not be the possibil-
ity of error or pf deceplion to be apprehended from
£hem: and accordingly never willhellbe permitted
fo prevaii against their instructions, and the’Church
which they have {o establish; the divine Spirit
presides cternally over it, (o teoch it all truth; and
their doctrine, always incorruptible, shall bo per-

15 the arobassador of such a master foreibly felt the digoity of
¢heir chamcter & Knew how to assume the language belong-
ing toit ¢ Theso things speak, & exhort& rebuke with
allauthority  Let o man despisc thee.”

And becavse authority falls away or obedience ceases,
‘the apostles had been admonished, that they were, in case

of refusal and opposition, to shake the dust from off: theit
| fect, and that the refractory would'betreated mose severely
{than Sodom & Gomorrah- The aposties also ‘warned the
i fathful of the submissioa they owed to their bishops: re-

member your prelates whohave spoken the word of God to
yon : whose faith follow.”” And you,sirremember kere ﬁ{onr
supreme govemness expeling the bishops who were preaching

’tbe word of God, rejecting, instead of following their futh,
l Obey your prelates and be subject to them.” Call to
your mind, moreover your ancestors of 1538, and all those
whoelaewhero called themselves reformaers and reformed.
Jesus Christ had said {o his apostles: ** He that heareth
¥ou, heareth woe; and he that despiseth you, despiseth me.””
Acd the apostics, sanctioning by the same motivethe defe-
rence they required of the first faithful fo tBe fostructors of
their bishops; ¢ He that despiscth ¢said they) thesc things
despiseth not maz, but God, who also hath given Uis Foly
Spirit inus.” Yhata contrast between the submission
sad respect comaznded Ly the scripture towards bishops,
and the insubordination and contempt of .tho reformers
(owards onc another. Yo will not Here repeat the painful
narritive of it—both you atid ¥ have biat toooften heard it
But letus atleast Jeamn frgm scriptuze, what condact thsy

ought tohave adopte@. They shonldhave had rteoutse tell do

i
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It seems (o meimpossible for any one, who is
not obstinately blind, not to recognise in the Testa-
ment of our Saviour, on the onc hand, the es
tablishwment of a spiritual authority. always guided
by the spiritof truthin every thing pertaining to
revelation, and consequently  incapable of lendivy
usastray in the doctrine attributed to it; and on th
other hand thejduty of submission nnd obedience to
the instructions belonging to this authority.  ¥We
are certain (for it would be blasphemy todonb:
that 2 God-man would fulfil his promise) we arc
certain thatthis infallible doctrine, whatever changes
take place in the affuirs of the world, will never
depart from his Church. As to obedience and
submission thoy never will'cease to be a duty.
Rut the observation of this, as well as of all other
dutics, dedends upon the freo will and liLerty of
man. Whatiscertainand as clear as the light
of the suu, is that all those, who fulfit this dutv of
obedience to the instructions of the spiritual autho-
rity, can never bo divided, whenonce this autho-
rity basspoken. What is certain and as clear as
the sun, is that by their submnission to its word 1t
mustnecessarily follow that they remain united te
géthier in the same Churchand the same faith. The
authority given by Jesus Christ 1o bis apostles and’
their suecessors is therefore the means thathe has
established, & that we were booking for,tp conduct
to him, to cementinone bodyandinone and the
sampe helief. the people of all hs ﬁqna, v['nﬂ:_ Toun-
tries and of all ages. o )

And in fact, that such actually was the inteplion
of our divine Legislator, we learn positively and in
distinct terms from the,apostle St. Paul. The
passage I am going to quote from his_epistle to
thy Ephesinnsdescrves your particular atiention,
‘“And be gave some apostles,and some prophess,
and ather some evongelists, 2nd other somo . pastors
and doctors, for the perfecting of the saints, for the
work of the ministry, for the ediffing of thebody
of Christ—that heuceforik.we bo po more children
tossed to and fra, and carried about with. every
wind of doctrine, by the wickedness of men, hy
cunning craftiness by which they lie in wait to'de-
ceive.”  St. Paul, you see, here reveals to us the
interior thoughts of Jesus Christ, his wish, his
positive intention in giving.us hisapostles, and af
tee them the bishops, oftendesignated by St. Paut
under the name of pastors, doctors, and prieste,
Forwhat reason did ha csteblish theirministry:
'Foassemble his saints from all parls of the world,
and by their union tv raise the edifice of his Church
and hismystical body. And bow loug wps- the
ministry of the pastors to be coptipued?  Until al!
people drasen by their teaching. become ynembers
of this great body, and meet successively in- the
union offaith to the end of the worlds  TFhus the
flocking to the same Church, adherence to the.same

the successcrs of Peter, to the successors of the apostles,
and to them they shoald Y¥ave addressed the samé langdage
that Cornclius, his family xod fis fritady. formierly addtess
ed toPoters < Nowxthorefore, wl) s@ouars présent:$i thy
sight, to brar all things whatsoover age commandedthee by
e Lond.” This is wint tharespest egjoined. by, 1bo
scripture comman®d'them to do: you know whaf thy did



body, agteement to the samo faith are the efiect, ) ofa corlain delay put to he eternal reward, during
theaim, and object of the ministry established by} shich the just man is still more justified, and the
Jesus Christ. saint move sanctified: on oflfended God does not
daran, because his wrath does pot extend to the of-
fender’s death; sor a remuncrating God confer his
rewards immedintely, because his liberality is res-
trained by the fau'ts of a just, yet guilty man. This
the sages of aatjquity have tnught in their books—
Plato in Timaco; this the profunc butsublime Poets
have sozie jn their hymuns - Vipgil’s Aneid, L. vi. v,
7.8; this the nations rnisled by Mabomet, professin
their Afcoranin this the Hebrows,bothancient and
modern, agree with the Christians; and even the
Greeks,severed from the Ghurch by a long and ob-
stinate schism, pray for the dead.

Here thonis the greatest part of mankind, all
that he}igye in revelation, except those who follow
our late reformers, and numbers of those who are
guided by reasonalone, agreedin the belief of a
place of temporal punisbment, andin the practice
of praying for the dead.

If then the Profestant cuntinues to assert, thathe
canpot find-Purgatory in the scripture, nor the
practice.of praying for the dead, the Catholic
Church and the Greek Church answer, that thoy
find-both the doctrine and the practice very clearly
in thescriptures.

If the &rotestant peremplorily decides, that the
belief in a Purgatury is absurd, and the practice of
praying for the dead ridiculous, we in .our scber
senges, possessed of common senseas well as our
good Protestant nei~hbour , enlightened by aliber-
al education 2s well asmany of them, endowed

Ta be continyed.

DEFENCE OF CATHOLIC PRINCIPLES,
fy Demetrius A, Gallitzin, a Russian P.rincc;
now a Catholic Priest; addressed by himtoa

reviler of our Ifoly Religion.
Cantinucd.

I shall now undertake to prove, that the belief|
ina place of temporal punishment, after death, far
from being unreasonable, is perfectly agreeablo to
the dictates of sound reason; and here 1 shall bor-
row the words ofthe Philosphical Catecism, Art.
vii, Sect. 4 N, 480.

“Hecreiswhat a Christian orator and philosopher
might say: the soul of man cegsing to dwell upon
carth, is summoned to appear before the .ibunal
of God; his works apd virtues speak for him; the
law, which he bas, religiusly observed, stands up
in hisdefence, to get him crowned in the assembly
of the saints. A slight {ransgression, a foible
Rardly perceptible, a small fajling, inseparable from
mortal nature, is perceived-in a crowd of meritor-
tous deéds. You who acknowledge a just God,
who adorea merciful God, and y~t a God inimical
toall iniquity, incapable by nature of admitting in-
to his abode any thing sullied with guilt, lsay, what
is to be the fate of this soul, righteous indeed, though

stained with a sin; a friend to God?  Yet bearing
in itsbosom an encmy to God. Shall its sing

be placed along with its virlues? its weaknesses
and its fortitude be  crowned olike? its Christian
works confounded with the works of natural frailty?

|

‘This, objgction, dear sir, will appear vorr triti
ing to you when you know, that the Catholic Church
teaches, that the merits of Jesus Christ are ot
themselves far moro than suflidient to atone for al
the sins of monkind®  But Jesus Christ requiree
our co-operation; and it depends upon the degree o”
our co-operation, wheterr those infinite merits o
Christ arcapplied to usin a more or less apundan’
measuro,

It is inthe order of grace as in the order of natuye.
“In the sweat of thy face, shaltthou eat bread."
Gen. iii. 19.

God’s ompipotence alons give growth o cur gain
yet, without casting 2 reproach on that omnipot-
ence; we mny sefely assert, that, eoteris paribuy
in proportionas we plough, manure, sow, &c. iu
that preportion we shall rcap. So, likewise, al
though Chirist’s merits and  satisfaction for sinners
areof infinite value, yet the bencfit we shall
reap of those infinite merits, will be proportionate
to our endeavorrsin suoduing our corrupt nature.
our sinful inclinations, and conforming to the will o7
God.

“Ie who soweth sparingly shall reap sparingly
andhe who soweth in blessings shall also reap o
blessings.” 2 Cor. ix. 6,

He, ﬁfcn, who soweth so sparingly in this world
as fo remain in his dying moment indehted to the
divine justice, will, ofter hisdeath, be compelled
to pay fo the last farthing what, by more serious
Lendeavours, he might have paidin this world.

Ibelieve, sir, I have fulfilled my promise o"
proving, that we gre gotguilty of superstition in be -

with genuis and talunts, capable.of .the most pro-
found disquisitions, in short, endowed, many of us,
with all the perfections ofthe understanding.svhich
nature can give, or education improve, we answer,
that we find the belief .1n a place of temporal
punishirent, and the practice of praying\forthe dead
perfectly-reasonaple,

Hero then is reason opposed to ,reason common
sense to common sense, geniusand talentsto genius
and talents; but reason, common sense, &c. of very
many. in favour of Purgatory. opposed to reason,
commonsense, &¢. of (comparatively) few, against

No- you will never think it; nor have even the ad-
versaries of tha tenet of Purgatory ever ventured to
say it openly. But, must this unfortunate .squl be
#ternally reproved, without mercy or resource?
Shall the purity of its faith, the liveliness of is
hope, the good works without number or measuge
it has performed; plead for it in yain? Far be it
from us to think it. By thinking 6o, we should
attack the infinite excellence and pe. fections of the
sovereign Lord af this world.  No; never will God
rank in the same categery, inedacrience and mal-
ice;a distraction in prayer, and the tofal neglect
of if; an officious lie, and a detestable perjury; the
inan with afow blomishes, and the miscreant sunk
.over bead and ears in profligacy: ke will purify the
one; and reprobate the other: he is at once the God
of all justice, and tne God ofali sanctity. A holy
sou!.‘but sullicd by a stain, shall not enter his
mausion, because he is the God of sanctity, and
yet shall enter, because heis the God of Jjustice.
He therefore will reform it, will complefe. the lustre
of its virtues, establish the purity of its '_\;-orkg} and
then will place it inbisglory.” Thereis the sclid

to put the question for ever to rest? None but the
greattribunal which Jesus Chrisestablished onearth
more than eighteenhundred years ago. When in-
fusing into his)ministers the spirit of truth, he
promised that that gpirit should never depart fiom
them to the end .of time. This tribunal, as 1
havo proved above, has decideddn our favour, and
it i3 becauso that supreme and infallible tri-
bunal has decided so, that we heliave ps we

do,

Purgatory. Who shall decide, and decide so as|

lieving a Purgatory, and in praying for the dead..
I shalinowtry to prove, that we are no more guiltv
of supeystition in
HONOURING THE SAINTS.
AND.
Applying tolheir intercession,

Few of the tencts of our holy religion aro af-
aifacked with more virulence, than the preses-
one; but pray, sir, how jsitattacked? by wiisrep-
seseptation: it is exhibitedin a most odius form
and then thisphantom, the offspring of a heated
imagination, or perhaps of a malicious heart, is
attacked by the ynost violent abuse, the very wers!
of bad agruments; itisattacked with tuc powerfy!
anms of ridicule and low ribaldry, o
sccording to the bold assertions delivered fron
Protestant pulpits, and propagated from Protesianf
presses, we worship thesaints, we malte god’s of
them, we consider them as our mediatars, we gixe
them the honour belonging to God alone, §c.

‘The general councilof Trent expressly teaches *
that, “the saintswho reign with Christ,offer up thejr
prayessto God for men, and that it is geod and®
useful to invoke them, and in orderto cbfain figrod

<

foundation of the beliefofa Purgatory, and the
conclusion we areto draw from the jnconfestibla
attributes of our judge and our God. Hence it is
ihat ofall the tenets of the Catholic Church, the
most widely diffused, and the most generally ad-
mitted, is the tenctof Pargatory. 'The knowled-
geof a Ged, bath justandboly, has united (he
amost inimical religions, andthe most opposite {o

Just as X was goingto close the present subject,
u little pamphlat fell into my jiands, the author of
which calls himself apd independent minister,
inwhich ¥ find the following objection against
Purgatory,

““This doctring of Purgatory casts a reproach on
Christas asaviour of sinners, representing his
chedience ang sufferings a3 insufficient to atone for

God blessings, throughthis son Jesus Christ wur
Lord who alone isour Redeemer and  Saviour, &g
have recource to their prayers* help, and assistance;
Conc, Trid, Sess. 25. N
Again, “Although the Cburch, does sometimes
offor up Massses in hopour and in  memory of ke
saints, yetit is not fo them, butjto God alone; who

thelr sing,”?

P

959 anofuer, in thobeliefof o Purgatory; that is,

243

has crowned them, that the sacrifice is offered up;
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ticréfure, the Pricst docs not say, 1 offer up this
<acrifice to thee Peter, or to thee Paul, but te God

jto bear our prayers and willing to offer thewr nter-

cession inour behalf you will readily acknowledge.

——a  ——— T

* He that shall overcone, and keep my worles 1
the end, to him will I give power over the nationgs

¥ iruself, giving thanks to him for their victories, | dear sir, that theirintercesslon must be more effica- and he shall rule them with a rod of iron.” Apee

v-rploring their patronage, that they may vouchsafe
¢~ intercede for usin Heaven, whose memory we
- ofsbrate on ecarth.””  Con, Trid. Scss, 22. ¢. 3.
You will readily acknowledeg, dear sir, that there is
~ wided ifference between divine worship & hunour.
Wivine worship belongs to God alone,honour and re-

4

i

.

i
d]

reformation, considerod as superstitious, it must be
because the sainls are considered too far from us to
hear our prayers, or because they are thought un-|
willing to apply in our behalf. Such, indeed, isthe

' cious than the intercession of our fellow mortals, If ;. 26, 27.
then praying, to the saintsis by the gentlemen of the '

That angels and sants  actually pray for us, i+
blwwise plamly stated i scripture,  ** The angrl

’()f the Lord answered and smd, O Lord of hoste,

how lang walt thou not have meroy on Jerusalen»
and the aiies of Juda, with whom thou hast been

vepence may be paid to many of Gnd's creatures. objection T{oundin a bool., entitied, Zhe Morming augry these three scove and ten years? ™ Zach

“I'hus, even by God's cammandment we honour our
garents, our superiors in Church andsfate , thus we
fiouour persons respectablo for their rank, dignity,
virtue, talents, &c. and all this without robbing
Godofthat honour and reverence justly duc to
him,

if, then, it is no sin to honour pror morlals who

we are very uncertain, why should it be a sin to
#onour those whom the great God has been pleased
« ¢o honour with a seat of eternal glory in his king-
Jom, All the power, riches, aud glory of this world
are nothing in comparison to a single ray of
Glory emanating from the lowest saiot in Xlca-
ven,
What honour would not a monarch over the
whalo cartliveceive ? and perhaps he might be a
very great sinner, perbaps a victim of God’s eter-

s nal vengeance, how much more honorand severence
then is even theleast saint inheaven entitled to? The

~~uncil of Trent, ordering sacrifice to be offered to
Gal alone, confines divice worship to God,
Gut at the same time recommends thesaints to be
sememberey}, and honoured, and their intercession
3o our behalf to be implored.
The Catechism of the council of Trent (part 3.)
« xplains {be prodigious difference there is between
thé manncr of imploring the assistance of Ged,
and that of imploring the assistanbe ot the saints;
we pray to God,” it says,* either to grant us good
things, or to dp]i\'crus from evi};** but because
€he saints are more agreeble to him than we are,
we beg of them to plcad in our behalf, and to obtain
ofGod, forus, whatever we stand in need of.
! #lence itis, that we make use of two formsof pray-
cr? widely different from one another ; for whereas
dnspenking of God,we say, kave merey on us, hear
us, in addressing oursclvesio a gaint, we say no
quore than pray for us.
It is a very ancient anid common practice among
«ristians to ask one another’s prayers, and to pray
aroncanather. ¥ besceech you (says St. Paul)
4hat goualsokelpme in your prayers {oGed forme.”
‘Rom. x+ 30. ¢« I make my prayers (says St. John)
&hat ¢hou mayest prosper as to all things. and be in
{ealth,” &e. 3 John2,
" The holy Apestles then in applying to the infer-
«<ession of, or praying for others, did not think they
‘yere gnilty of derogating from any af the divine
Jerfections, or of altributingto mere creatures,
what belorgs to God alone.  Neither are we guilly

of derogating from theperfections of God, when
axe apply to une avother’sintercession. Why, then
should e be guiltyofderogating from the perfecti-

9@s of God by applying to  the Intercessionof bisy

eqirts 1. YLoaver | admiitir g that the salnlg are able

ate yet in this place of trial, of whose eternal fato!

e

|
i

| confisting the errors of the Roman Catholic Church,

This practice isimational(says Mr. Bluyo. in his
sermon against invocationof saints and angels, (p.
§25) ; there is nothing fhore absurd,  Consider(says
Te) their incapacity to hear the prayors that are
directed to them. That this is the case of the glor-
ified spirits is evident, because,

¢ 1. They are not omai-present ; they are cir-
cumseribed and finife creatures, and can bo butin
lone placo at once,

2. They aro not omni-precipicat; If they should
hear what men say with theirmouths, they cannnt
perceive or undersland what men sayin thejr hearts.,
Here is Logic indeed ! v,

“The sainis and augles arenoct every where, do;
not know cvery thing: therefore they do not hear
out prayers, far less. percieve our thoughts,  Such¢
and no better, will be the way of reasoning of any
person, who has no other guide outreason blinded
by prejudice

Beginning wherd heshould end, ho.will lay down
asself-evident the very matters indispute, without

i

llevident; &cc. &ic. and thus atarling from false prin-

N ceive aur thoughts, Now, sir, abstracting for a while

any betterproof than his ewn bold and presumptu-
‘oue assertion, it iscertain-~it is absurd—it is self-'
ciples; his conclusion can be na better,

Ir. Mayo and X suppose, all the. gentlernen..of
the reformation, take it for granted then, that sainte
and angles do not hear our prayers, for less per-

f
|
h
|
{
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from the decision of the Catholic Church, which,
for Oathelics is sufficient and taking the present
question on your own ground, what does scripture
say ¢ There shall by joy before the angels of God
upon one Sinper doing penance. ,’ Luc.xv- 10,
The angels thien sce our thoughts.

“Take heed that ye despise notone of these
littie ones, for I say to you their angels, that arein;
Heaven alwayssee the face of my father.””  Matt.
xviit, 10,. Theangels ther know when we are
injured, and pray to Godin our behalf; and the
saints areas ¢ the angels of God in heaven.”
Matt. xxii. 30. “egual to the angels.” Luke,
xx..36.

« When thou didst pray, s2id the angel Raphacl
to "Toblas, I offered thy prayet to the Lord.”
Tab. xii. 12,

% The angels arc ali mnistenng sptrits, sent toy
minister for them who shall receive the inhen-
tance of salvation.” “¥eb.i. 14. And that God
gives the saints graat power inthe  government ot

Exzercise against Popery, which is a collection of 1. 12 * The tour and twenty ancients foll down
sermons, preached by twenly-four Profestant mn- ) before the Lamb, having every one of them harpe
isters, with the avowed purpnse of detecting and jand golden vals full ot odouss, which ave the prav-
jers ut the samts.” Apoc.v.8. * Aud Judas Mac-

chabeus saw n a vision Onias, that had. been high
pricst, holding up Ius hands, and  praying for the
Jews, aund pointing also to anothier, in these words:
Thus 13 a lover of.the brethren, who prayeth muck®

|fur the people, and for the holy city, to wit; Jero-

mias, the prophet of God,” 2 Machab. xv. 12. 14.
14. 'They kad hoth-been dead many years,

That the practice of honouring and praying 1o
the saints 1s as ancient as Christianity, is evidént
from the tesumony of the holy fatherst in all a~
gcg“

- St. Dionysius, a.disciple ‘of the apostles, afliting
with thedivine seripture, * thatthe. prayers of the
saints arevery.profitablefor us.in this life, pfter this
manner; swhen'a man is inflamed with a desire 1o
imitato the saints, and«listrasting-his+own * wenk-
nress; botakes himself to-auy saint, beseeching him
to be his helper;.and petitioner t0-God for hir, hc
shall.obtawn.by that means, verygreat asgjstance™*?
Eccles. Hierarch. ¢i-7. purt:8, seets:S,

¢ I'will begin to falt-down on my-knees,’, says the
learned Origen, - who lived-in the third age; “ and
pray to all the saints to succonr me-who dare not
ask God- for the excecding greawness of my sin. O
stints-of God ! with tears: and wedping I~beseech
you t0 fall downbefore his merey for me a~wretch.”
In Lamenti  And again, ©-All the saints departedy
still bearing charity towards the living, 2t shall no
be-inconvenient’ to say, - that'they « have a-care of
their-salvation, and help -them with-their prayers
to God-for them.” &c. Homil. 3.in" Cant. In-
stead of quoting any more of the holy fathers, I
cannot firbear giving you herethe-opinion  of the
learned ‘Protestant Bishop of Montague on tlie pres
sent subject.

« T do not deny *"says he, ¢ but the saints arg
mediators, as they are called, of prayer and  inter-

{lccssion, hut in genera), and for all'in genernd

"They interpose with God by their supplicstione
and mediate by their prayers.” Antid. p. 20. The
same Bishop Montague ownsthat the blessed in
Heaven do recommendto’ God in their prayers,
'tlicir kindred, friends; ahd acquaintance on earth ;
iasving given his reasons, he seys, “this is the
common voice with general concurrence, withaut
contradiction of reverend and learaed antiguity, for
aught I ever could read'orunderstand ; and1 sce
no cause or reason todissent’ from them, touching

intercession in thiskind,? “Treat. Tavine. 6f Saints,
p. 103. He owns alvo, that itis' noigjuty to the

this world B jrin fom the fullowiag. |

U4
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mediation of Chrish, to ask of thesaints to pray for
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e Indeed, T grant Christ is not wronged in his; In whatmanner evil spirits receive their know-
acdiation ; itis no impicty to say, as they of the; ledge, toexercise their power, I do not understand;
1toman Chureh do, kuly Mary pray for me; holy, but pray is it unrcasonable to believe, that heaven-
Toter pray forme , ¥ p. 118, And again I see; ly spirits, by thelight of grace and glory, know as
.rabsurdity in nature, no incongruity unto analo- 'much, at the very least, as evil spirits mithout
2y of faith, no repugnaney atall to sacred scrip- , that light? i -
arg, much less iLpicty, tor any oo to say, huly,  Is it unreasonable to believe, that blessed spirits
sngel guardiva pray for me.” .have at least as much power in protecting man, as
It 35 trac, The same Protestant Bishop seens iu,, internal epirits in destroying man? Is it unrea-
w anuthee place to express a doubt whethier the, sonable to believe, that the blessed spirits who sur-
awiits can heai of hauwe our praycrs. round the thraneof God, have atleast as much zcal
* Could T vumie at them,” Le says; ¥ or certainly  for the salvauon of man, as infernal spirits for his
wotm themof wy state, without any questiun, urydamnation?  Finally isit unreasonable to suppose
wwre ado, I would readily and willingly say, holy | that the blessed in heaven, areas able and willing
Putcr, blessed Paul, pray for me ; recommend my ¢ to plead in our behalf, asevil spirits are to accuse

¢ase unto Christ Jesus our Lord. Were they,

watli me. by 1w, ininy henning, I would run with
pes arms and fall upun ny knecs,and watl aflee-
t,un desire them to pray fur me,”

The only difliculty then with this good Bishop is
'us uncertainty whether the saints can have any
knowledge of the petitions made to them; but this
Wit ulty scems to b cumpledy removed by the
Jeclaration of scripture, that there-is joy-in Heaven
at the conversionof a sinner.  St. Augustide (Lib,
e Cura pro Mort. ¢.26.) moves the same difficul-
1y, confessing it above the reach of his reason, to
nnderstand how the saints relieve those that cail
apon them. Yet he, withll the holy fathers and
auctors of the Church, maintains that the saintsdo

us?

The secretsof hearts havebeenin manynstan-
cesknown o mortals.  Thus Eliseus.n hushouse
koew the king’s intention totakelus head. Kings
iv. 63 thus, the same Eliseus knew what passed

’bctwccn his scrvant Giegi and Naaman, when
'himself wasgabsent.  Kings iv. 5.

St. Peter knew the sacrilegious fraud acted pri-
vately between Ananias and Saphira. Acts v.
\What wwas possible forfeeble mortals,: by the light
of grace, ehoild that bo impossible forthe blessed
saints, who have both the light of ‘grace and. .glory
of whom St, Paul says, ¢ they sco and: know. God
face to face, even as they themselves -ave-known.”
1Cor.xiili, Much more.might:be said om the sub-

erfginly nssist udy and mtcrvedo for ouch os cahy ject : enough har heen mid ta convince the-candid

apon them.

Duvine mysterics, as Ehave alrcady observed,
always offer difficulties to the human understan-
sung. The present difficulty however,.is not alto-
getuer isuperable o human reason; oonthe cun-
wrary, dear siry the Gathohc belief on the present
subject must, on examination, teet theapprolsation
of reason, ;

Would itnot be unreasonable,.even .impious, to i
sssert that-the sunts and angels, assisted. with they,

«zhit ofgrace and glory, de not know as much ss
-fernal spirits, who are deprived of bath. Now
sty atss certamn that eval spirns have a knowledge
«i us, and m a great measare know not only our
Ptivns, -but even our thoughts,

" ‘The accuser of our brethren, the Devil, 13 cast
«o5th, who accused them before our God day- and
hight”  Apoe. il 10,

How could Satan know the disposition of Job, as
** appears he did in some measnre, when he tried

teader; {hat Catholicsare not guilty of superslition,
m honouring: those.whom - God bimself chooses -to
honour, and. in expecting much fromisthe -interces-
‘cessiou and.proteotien. of those-blesged angels-and
'saints, seho- survound tho throne of God, and-whose
thoughts, desires, affections, charity, zeal &c.: are
in-perfect unison with  God’s holy avill .and infi-
nite charity. )
It can be no superstition then. to believe that the
saints-desire our salvation, because God desires it.
'It can be no superstition-to believe that the saints
1 kuow ourthoughts and desires (which even the De-
|vils know, ) the scripture declaring that the repen-
|fance of the sinner on carth causes joy among the
blessed in Heaven, Luc, xv, .
It can be no superstitionto expect much from
the protectinn of those, who by the spirit of God,
are declared to be appointed ministering spirits for
our salvation. Hecb. 1, and whoare again decla-
red to have power, and to be rulers of nations, A-

Figutmost to make hym faiy away from the serwce”l’"c'ﬁ' It can be no superstition to apply.to the

. God? _ How canthe Devil * go about like a
aring lion (1 Pet. v, 8.) scelung whom he may
1("\ our,”iChe has noknowledge atall.oftheinward
siispisitions of men? . .

] How did the same evil spirit know thatour Sa-
viurwas fasting, when he tempted lum ta change
Stones into bread 2 . Matt. iv. 8.

** The Devil cometh, says Chnst, and taketh the

intercessian of those, who in holy writ are declared
intercessors in our behalf, Zach.i, § ii. Mach.
xv. Itcan be no superstition to bolieve, ,that the
intercession of.the saints sLheaven will be, of moxe
'a.vail towards.deciding the fate of men and nauons,
than the intercession of ten .mortals.wounld bave
been in: deciding.the fate of.a oity.  Gen,.xviii, or

the intercession of due man. (Job) in deciding.the

word nut of their hear, lest believing, they should fat;ofhis\ three. fricnds.

br saved.” Luke viii, 19,
The Devil then canseeinto

ermitme, dear sir, to ask you one question ;

the hearts of men ;|| Are you very castain, thatthe Kord, whose.deczecs

“ven hus the power 1o take the word oitfofit, ‘and {ave inscrutable, bas not perhaps.made your salva-

« DUt evilin ats place,

- -

lti.on dependeat on theintercession of somoe cirtajn
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snint, or saints? Are you altogethor certain, (it
your own prayers will preve sufficient to obtain nov,
and in your last hour, a full dpplication of the mfer-
its of your dying Saviour? the Lord, it is true, is
mecciful beyond expression, but he cails himself a

jealous God. Areyou certain, that the Lord %

not offended, that his wrath isnot kindled to the
highest degree, at seeing those neglected and gdes-
pized upon carth, whom he so much cxalts and
hooours in heaven ?

Are you certain that those will ever be asgociated
in the enjoyment of eternal glory, to the blessed
saints in Heaven, that bed no communication with
them onearth ?

The Apostles creed Ihelieve in God &g, mukey
menticn of the communion of Saints which is tite
nintb article of said creed. Pray, which Church
is it thatreally, andnot 2o words alone, holds ‘ami
believesthe communion of Saints in every sense ¢t
the word,

Forgive me, dear siv if my zeal for the salvatign
of my Protestant fellow-mortals causes me-sbmefi-
mes tojoverstep the bounds of my subject, and of my
original plan, which was'to .cxculpato Roman Cut
tholics from the guilt of superstition.

To be gonfiuieh

From the Cafholic Press.
BISHOP FISHER'S EXECUTION

M. Editor~Dedd jn his $hurch History, gywves
the following very affectiog and edjfying .account
of the exccutionof Bishop Fisher, Victim .of 4he

Reform of England. He copies from Br. Fullew’s
Protestant History. -
“After the Lieutemant of the Tower had recervett
the writ for hig execution because it was-then very
late and, the prisoner aslegp, he was loth fo:deprive
him of his rest.  Butin themorning before five 01
the clock he:came tohim-iirhis chamber :and -fine
ding him yet asleep, waking him he told;him. he
was come tohim on a message from the, . King,
and his pleasure was that he should suffer that
forenoon. 'Well,_ guoth the Biskop, sf this-be your
errand, you bring me go, great news: for- I lirve
looked along time for that message, andl mpst
humbly thank his majesty,-that it pleases him: to
ridme from alk this wordly business ; yet letme, by

your patience, sleep an hour or two, for. 1 have
slept very3ill this night (oot for any fear of-death
I thak God) but my reason ot by great infirmity
and weakness, The King’s pleasure is fariicr,

said theylicutenant,that you shall use aslittlespeech
as may be especially ofany tlung touching-ids
majcsty whereby the people should have 4oy case
to think of him,.or his proceeding, otherwige than
well. Forthatsaid he, youshall see me order myseil:
asby Gud’s grace neither the King, norany.man
clse shall have occasion to nuislike.my words.
With.which answer the licutenant.departed ffam

him : and so the prisonce falling agam to-vestdiapt
soundly two-bours and-more ;. and-after he vas
awakenced called to his.man tohelp him up butest
cammanded bim to take away his_.shirt of  hai
(which he customairly wore) and to.convey. it pra
vily outof thre house ; and fnstead fhereof fo Jay
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him out a clean white shirt, and all'the apparel he jseeing I am come so {ar,let me alene & ye shall sce
had as cleanly brushed as might be.  And as lLel|me shift for myself well enough : and so went up
was arraying himsclf his man seeing him morc |} the stairs well enough withoutany Lelp, so lively
cariosity and care for the fine and eleanly wearing || that it was 5 marvel to them that before knew his
his apparel thatday than was wont, demanded of ||debility and weakness. But as he was moun-
what this sudden change meant, saying that his‘ ting 1. siairs the south cast shin'd very brighs in
Lordship knew well enough,that he must put off all|
again withis two Lours & leseit. Whatol that?said Fifiing up his hands.—*Accedite ad cum etilumi-
he, doest thou not mark that this is our marriagenamini,et facies vestra nonconfundetur,” (Come
Jdayf&that itbehoveth us therelore to use mere clean- | ye to him and be enlightaned ; and your faces shall
liness for the solemnity thercof?  About nine of the i not be confounded, Ps. xxxiii6.) By that time he
clock the Lieutehant came again,and finding him || was upon the scaflold, it was abont ten o'clock;
atmost ready,said he wasnow come for him. Then!|where the exccutioner being ready todo his office
id Le Yo bis man reach me my furr,d tippet to put { knecl'd dowt 10 him(as the fashion is) and asked
about my neck.  Oh!my lord said the Licutenant, |t his forgivness. 1 forgive thee, said he, with all my
what need you be so caveful of your health for this || heart, and trust thou shall sec me overceme this
Hitie time, being a5 yourselfknows, not much above || storm bastily. Then was his gown and tippet
an how? I think no otherwise saide he but yet inl{taken frino/him and bestowed in his doubilet andhose
:n the meantime, 1 will kecp mysell as well as I}jin sight of all the people, wiierefore there was no
con. For Itell vou truth, thoughl have, I thank jsmali number asseibled  tosee the cxecution.
Lord, a very good desire and willing mind to dic,
at this presentand s trust in his infinite merey
and gooduess, lic will continueit, vet T will not
willingly hinder my health, in the meantime, one of
enhour,but still prolong the same aslong as I can,by
such reasonable ways and means as Almighty God
hath provided for me, and with that taking a little

book in his hand, which was a New Testament ty- il and instant of death’s stroke, Imay in that very mo-
ing by him, he made a cross on his forchead, and {|ment, stand steadfast Without fainting in any point
went out of the prison door, with the Lieutenant, | of the Catholic faith, freefrom fear. And Ibes-
NQeing so weak, as he was scarce able to go down || eech Almighty God, of his infinite goodness, to
the stairs.  Wherefore at the stairs-foot he was ta-| save the King and this realm, & that it may please
ken upin a chair, between two of the lieutenant’s |l him to hold hisholy hand overit, and send the

Being upon the scaffold he spake to the people in
Il cffect as follows: Christian people, 1 am come hither
ilto die for the faith of Christ’s holy Catholic Church,
and I thank God hitherto my siomach has served
me very well thereunto, soyet I have not feared
death. Wherefore I desire you all to help and
assist me with your prayars, thatat the very point

e

men and carried to the tower gate, with a greatl| King a good conncil,” These words he spake 1

number of weapons about him to be delivered to || with such a cheerful countenance, such a stout and
10 the sherift of Zondsn for execution~And as||constant courage, apd such a revenged gravity, that
they were come to the uttermost precinets of the || he appeared to all men not only void of fear but
"Tower, they rested - there with him a space, till ||also glad of death, After these few words by him]
such a time as one was sent before to know in what [| uttered, he kneeld down on both knees and said
wadines the sheriffs were to reeeive him. During certain prayers among whichus some reported one

bicl ) ¢ his chair & dine was the hymn of 7e Deum Laudamus to the end,
\§' 1ch space, lc.aros<. outof hisc mr‘ sta.m' Bgon|| and the Psalms Ja te Domine speravi. &c.
hisfeet leaned his shoukler to the wal! & lifting upl'In the O Lord Jlave I hoped. Then

. e . |
his eyes to heaven,said,O Lord,this the lsat time that

'came the executioner, who bound a handkerchief]
P 1 clet s for oer |! . . ey . 3.
1 ever shal open this book,let some comiorable place | ahout 1iis eyes and so the Bishop lifting up his iands
now chance untome, whereby 1 thy poor gervant

Yand lieart to heaven, said a few pravers which were
way glority thee in this my Jast hoare  And then! pat Jang but forvent and devout, which being  en-
Joolking into thehook the first thing thitt came to his{‘ ded, Le laid his bead down over the midst of a
sight were those wordsJoln 22, 3.—Tkecestantem " little Dlock when the exceutioner being re ady with
vita, acterna, ut cogroseant te solum Deum verum ‘a sharp and heavy axe, cut asunder his slender

¢t quen misisii Jesun Christun, Ego 1€ glonifi- 1 pock atone blow, He suflered June 22, 1535,
cavi super teiram,opus consumma v quod dedistil yeipg nearly 77 years old. W lat hastened his
_wibii,&e.  (Now this is cternal life « that they snay ‘death wuas supposed to le the honor con-
fpow.ee the only true God und JesusfChrist whow ferred upon him by Paul TIL  'The 21 May he be-
bas seut.) and with that ke shut the book togetlierll ¢ iced upon him a Cardinals hat.which he was not
and said’ ere is learning cnouah for meto my lité’sk‘,m‘h,,‘v 10 mueh fess mubitious of it.  When King
end. And so the sherith being ready for him he wasy Ht.,;}-‘\.»un(1erslg,g){1 it he commissioned a personto
takicn up again among certain ot'the sherift’s el qonand of the Bishop whether he was willing to ac-
with a new & much greater company of weapouns:
than before, & carried 1o the scaflold on the tower| replied that through the dignity was far above his
hill otherwise called East Smithfield, Litself pray-1'inerigs, vet he would not refuse to serve the church
ing all the way and vecording upon the worGSL in this or any other way. Henry was so provoked
which before he lad vead. When lx(ﬂ\?ﬂscame%i at this nnswgl', returned to him by secretary Crom-

his face 5 whercupon he said to himself those words!

— . e e

his shoulders, for he should have no head to ¢
it on. It was thus the Bishop fill a sacrifice 1
favors and rage of two gréat courts.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE CATHOLIC;‘PL'BE,IQL
ED AT KINGSTON U C.

Rzv. Sir.

Catholics and Protestants agrec that there is
one God; that God exists in three perscus, co-
equal, co-eternal and essentially one in nature and
sabstance; that the Bible is the word of God; that:
man is naturally a fallen sinful being; that redem
ption and eternal salvation are only to be had
through the atonement of Jesus Christ; that there
will be a future resurrection and general judgment.
and a place of perpetual happiness and punishment;
and T doubt not but there are thousands of those
who have died in the Catholic as well as Protestap®:
churches, whose souls are now resting froin their
labors in the Paradise of God.

There are, however, other poinis of faith & prac
tice respecting which Catholics and Protestant-
differ. The most material of these points are, the
homage paid to saints, particularly to the Virgin
Mary; the honorgiven to images and pictures,
transubstantiation, or the real presence of the body.
and blood of Jesus Christ in the Sacrament; the
nature and extent of the Pope’s authority; Priests
marrying; praying in an unknown tongue; the
authority of the Priesthood to forgive sins; the
communion of the laity in both kinds; and the gen-
cral destribution of the Scriptures.

The pecular doctrines of the Roman Catholic
Church on these points, Protestants of course view
as additions to, and incompatible with, the Holy
Scriptures. They are so, or they are not,

You set forth these points as of greatimportance.
You say that Protestants have “‘assumed the very
title, by which in the Scripture the Devil is des-
ignated;”” & intimate that they are children of the
“father of lies;”’ (see Catholic, pp. 67, 68.) and
consider their errors so eggregious and dangervus,
that you seem to question the possibility of their
sglvation. : )

Far be it from me to impugp your sincerity, and
did L entertain the same opinions that you do,
deeply anxious should I feel to reclaim Protestants
from the fatal errors of their ways. Allow e,
however, to say, that a rejection or denial of error

is as much a duty, as believing the truth, and isin
fect included in it. Iftherefore, the Protestant be-~
licves all that the Bible asserts to be true, his re-
jection of untruth canwith no more propriety be
prouounced a denial, like that of the Devil, of the
word of God, than can therenouncing of idolatrv
be denominated the rencuncing of the worship ef
one True and Living God.

You likewise observe—¢There is not cne of ajl
the Protestant writers or declaimers against the
doctrines of the Catholic Church, but either from
ignorance, or a conscious malignity, misrepres:
euts and disfigures the articles, which he pretends
to refute.” ((‘aamlic p. 67.) I this be ftrue.
great injustice has certainly been done to the doc -
trines of the Catholi¢ ¢hurch.  But permit me to
say, that I have never, to my acknowledge, writ

cept of such an offer from tie Sec of’ Rome. Heji

iten one paragfrmph designedly against the doctrines
of the Catholic Church. : '
From the above remarks,it appears 1st, that yo
consider Protestants to be under the influence ¢!
dangerous errors; 2ndly, that they are deplorably
mistaken as to the nature and excellence of Catho”
tic doctrines; Srdly, that you are fervently apxiou?
to remove theie unreasonable prejudies, and 4.

to the (ooﬁ&he scuffold, they that carried offered 1| well that he sware, it the Bishop of Rochester did
W help hit¥p the stajge < but said Lie, niy mastersijaceept of a Cardinal’s hat he should wear it upon
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Bat here you meet with serious entharrassments.
Only a few” Protestants are disposed to take your
Journal—and the great body of Protestants still re-
laains under the influence of their errors and preju-

- tuces, .

 T'propose torelieve you from this embarrassment,
.Md to afford you every facility that you can de-
-dirc of converting a very large body of Protest-
ants to the doctrines of the Catholic church.

I propose to publish any articles which you may
feel disposed to write on any or all the abovemen-
lioned points of difference between the Catholics &
Protestants. Imake this proposal with one simple &
reasonable previso ; namely, that 1 shall be at li-
berto to correct, as far as I am able, any erroneous
representations of the doctrines of Protestants or of
the Ioly Scriptures, should you make any, and
that you will publish attempted corrections in
sour Journal, in order that Catholics may not be
mistaken as to the real doctrines of Protestants,

1 pledge myself, Rev. Sir, that my remarks—if I
shall think fit to make any-—shall be free from per-
sonal abuge & scur rilous insinuation, and that they
shall be more circumscribed than yours.

Your superior skill and qualifications, to which
vou make frequent claims, and your decper experi-
ence in the developement of these controverted
doctrines, I feel no disposition to dispute. Indecd
{am aware that the peculiar doctrines of Protest-
ants must appear to every disadvantagein my hands;
and that the doctrines of the Catholic church will
%e exhibited to the very best advantage in your

ands.

I cannot believe that you will feel yourself justi-
fiable upon the score of consistency to reject this
proposal, after the repeated and gratuitous notice
vou have take of us. And I should be insulting
vour sincerity to insinuate, that you have too little
taith in the truth of the Catholic doctrines, to refuse
1o allow your readers to peruse objections to, as well
as the arguments for them; and especially when
these objections would be ur%ed by a Protestant,
fo whom you have emphatically asserted, ¢ stub-
born nature hasrefused amental soil.”” [Catholic,
p. 47.]

Believe me, Rev. Sir, I do not make this propo-
salto “strive for the mastery,” or to kindle the
dire-brands of Leart-burning contention. 1 do-it to
discover truth ; to remove prejudice ; to allay ani-
mosities 5 to reconcile differences ; to cherish and
promate kindly feelings : to advance the religion
snd honour of Him whose we ave, and whom we

. are bound to serve.
_ That you and I'may be led into all truth, as it is
n Jusus Christ, is the sincere desire of, Rev. Sir,
Your obedient,
Humble Servant,
. EpiTor or THE GUARDIAN.
York, May 20, 1831,

REPLY.

* Vo the Editor of the Christian Guardian, puablished at York, i
U, .

Sir,

T rannot refuse my assent to your prop osal, made
in 50 candid, dispassionate & christian a manner. |

It will ever be as far from my wish, as you declare
1t to be from yours, “to kindle the fircbrands of
Ncart-burning contention.””  And I sincerely join

You in the affirmation that  have no other object in

wmy editorial labors, than not indced to ¢ discover,
but to promulgate the revealed tyuth : to remove
prejudice : to allay animosities : to reconcile dif-
i¥rences : to cherishand promote kindly f'cclings:
to advance the religion and honor of Him,- whose
we are ; and whom we are bound to serve :*° and
“hatal may beled into the wey of “trufh,” i

equally wy ardent desire and most earnest prayer.
You higt, I own, in the most delicate manuer, that
my strictures on certain passages in yours, as well
as the Watchman’s Journal, have been unuvecessa-
rily severe. 1Inas far as regards your paper, 1
never dreamt of any thing personal. With regard
to my neighbor Ely, it was only after grataitously
repeated insulting attacks, that I dealt with him,
as I thought he deserved. A reference to the pas-
sages in question in his paper and mine, will con-
vince you that I was not the agressor. 1 de not;
however consider it strictly just to father upon an
Editor all the obnoxious matter that may slip in-
advertently into his hasty periodical. But what all
must blame, as unfair, is to afford .in his columns
always room for attack, bat nover any for defence :
and what is still more censurable in one, who pro-
fesses to direct the public opinion on matters so
awfully important, that upon our right or wrong no-
tions concerning them, our happiness or misery for
an eternity depends ; is to misrepresent, in order to
condemn : to force upon our neighbor a belief
which he detests and disclaims : and to renew
against him degradingcalumnies, a thousand times
exposed and refuted; breaking thus an express
commandment, thow shalt not bear false witness
against thy neighbor. Such aone may plead in
excuse, his'ignorant conviction that all was true
whick he published. But is such an excuse ad-
missible in favor of ocne, who offers himself as a
guide to the blind ; though himself asblind as any?
The real doctrines of the Catholic Church are, from
their unchangeable nature and universal publicity,
the easiest ascertained ofany. Can any one, taking
them wholly on the report of her interested and
deadly sworn enemies, without vouchafing to cast
an enquiring glance at the universally approved
expositions of her faith ; her numberless doctrina)
treatises & catechisms to be every where met with;
can any one acting partially thus be thought a sin-
cere secker or teacher of truth? Misrepresentation,
calumny, and even forgery ngainst the olden
church, are the original and ever enduring sins of |
our Protestant polemies ; a truth avowed by one,
whose word you will not doubt, by the Protestant
minister Whitaker, in his vindication. of Mary
Queen of Scots.-~Vol. iii.—~Chap. i.—Sec. i.--
“ Forgery, savs he, (1blush tor the honor of Pro-
iteslanlism while I write it,) forgery seems to havei
t{been peculiar to the reformed : and I look in vain!
{for one of those accursed outrages of impesition
‘among the disciples of Popery.™

Irejoice, Sir, at finding in youa more honorable
;and fuir dealing antagonist, than the one alluded to :
rand Taccept vour proposal on your own conditions.

L have only further to add, that the points of dif-
ference betweenus have already been pretty large-
ly discussed in the Catholic. Whichever, there-
fore, of these you choose to single out, and publish
in your paper; Tshall endcavour from Scripture
& reason to defend, against such objections as you
may judge proper fo start i and your arguments!
shialt be as duly puhlished in the Catholic as mine
are fn the Guardian,  Most éarngstly jmplorimg

4T
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the God of Truth to give fruitful isswe, to this otr
amicable discussion, I have the honour {o be,
Sir,
Your most obedient, B
Humble Servant, ... :

EDITOR OF THE CATHOLIC.

BIBLAICAL NOTICES AND EXPLANATIONS,

Contihuregd,
THE FIRST BOOK OF SAMUEL,
OTHERWISE CALLED
THE FIRST BOOK OF KINGS.

_ Chapter 5.—If God, for the honour of his Reli-
gion, wrought such wonders, as those detailed jn
this Chapter, by (he mere presence of the Ark : is
it unscriptural, or absurd with Catholics to believe
that he may still, when he pleases, work such won-
ders with sacred things, appertaining to his Church
and worship? Where, in all Scripture, do Pre-
testants read thathe will not ; or cannot 1 ’

Chapter 6.—Verse 19.—But he slew of the men
of Bethsames, because they had seen the ark of the
Lord, 'Fbat is, becanse they had logked into it
with irreverent curiosity. The number of the slain
is supposed by the learned to have been, by a mis-
take of the copiers, set down much greater than it
was in the original text. From the whole context,
we clearly sce with what respect God requires every-
thing appertaining to his worship to be kept by bis
creatures, :

The golden images also of the mice and emeroids,
placed in the Ak ?)y the Philistines, were not con-
demned, nor rejected by the Deity : but were sut-
fered to remain in it, as’a tropby and memorandum
of bis might, acknowledged even by his enemies.

Chapter 7.—Verse 6.—Here again we find the
people of God fasting in order to appeass his wrathy

Chapter S.-—Verse 7. Rejected, &c, 'The Go-
vernment of Israel had hitherto been a Theocracy;
in which God himsclf immediately ruled by laws
which he had enacted ; and by Judges extraond:-
varily raised up by himself : and therefore ke com -
plains that his people rejected him, in desiring a
change of Government. D, B,

_Chapter 9.—Verse 12. . Sacrifice. The law
did not allow. of sacrifices in any other place, but at

Hthe Tabernacle or Temple ; in which the Atk of

the Cevenant was kept. Samuel, howev
vine-dispensation, offered up sacrifices in other plee-
ces : for which dispensation this reason may be al-
leged,that-the House of {od in Silo having lost the
Ark, was riow cast off, as a figure of the reproba-

er, by Dj-

tion of the Jews, Psalm. 77.v. 60, 67. And in
Carinthiarim, where the Ark was, there was pef-
ther Tabernacle nor Altar. . B. ‘

Ivid. Zhe High Place, Excrrsum. The
Excelsa, or high places, so often mentioned $n

fScripture;, were places of worship, in which were
raltars for sacrifice. These were sometimes em
 bloyed in the service of tlie true God ;as in the pre-
Isent case : but more frequently in tlie service of
i Idols ; und were called Erxcelsa, whichis common-
iy (though perbaps not so accurately) renderedt
thigh places : rot, hecause they were always ow
Liills : for the very worst of all such, which was that
of Zopeth, or Gehennem (Jer. 19.) was in a val-
ley : but becausc of the bigh altars and pillars, cr
menuments, ¢recicd there ; on which were set {lp
the idols, or images of their Deities, o
Chapter 10. Inthis Clapter we admire Samuel’s
forcknowledge of what depended on the free will
iofthe individuals, whose spcech and actions the
rophet foretetls to Saul.  And if such may be the
ﬁnow]edge inspired of the just here on earth ; what
must be the knowledge revealed of the Saints ip
Heaven ? T :
Verse 3.-

Three men going up to God ti Bethel ¢

none carrying three Reds 5 and anvilter thrge Maves
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afbread ; and another carrying a bottle of wine, !
'f'he same allusion is here found, as ir. Anna’s offer-
iugs, to the Jewish and Chyeistian ; or tho bloody |
and unbloody sacrifices. |
Verse 9.—God gave unlo him another Iwarl..i
'The heart of man is in the hands of God ; who, :
without forcing tho will , can turn it to whatever
good he pleases. |

Verse 25.  nd Samuel told the peaple the law’!
of the Kingdom ; and wrote it in a book, and laid
t up before the Lord. This is another portion of ’
the holy Scriptures which is lost. ,

Chapter 12.—Verse 11. Jeroboul and Badan, fi
were Gideon, and Samson ; called here Ba-Dan, °
because he was of the tribe of Dan., D. B, i

Verse 16.—~ W heat Harvest, At which time of |
the year it never thunders or rains in those coun. |
ries.—ZIbid. X

And you shall know and sec that you yourselees
Qare done a great cvil in the sight of the Lord, in
desiry > u king over you. Because they preferred
a fellow mortal for their supreine ruler, before God
himsell : whereas, said Samuel to them, the Lord,
gour God, was your King.~-V. 12,

Chapter xiii. v, 1.--Sutl was a child of onie year:
that is, he was good and innocent, like u child of
one f'car : and he confinued such for two years.—
D. B. |
1

Verse 13.—~Saul’s dread of the cnemies, and
Jistrust in the Lord, made him venture to ofter up, !
sacrifice in the absence of God’s pontiff, Samuel;:
foolishly presuming that he could propitiate thei
Deity by an act done ngainst his ordinance : and
Jhorcforo wae ho rojootsd,

Chapter xiv. v. 42.—Jonathan was taken.—
‘Though Jonathan was excused from sin, through,
1gnorance of the prohibition ; yct God was pleased
authis occasion to let the lot fall upon him, to shew
unio all, the greatobligation of obedience to pa-
zents and princes,—I) B.—Jonathan, besides, was
in this instance a striking emblem of the Saviour;
whom, though innccent, his heavenly father had
donmed to death ; by the incurring of which doom,
ne had routed the enemy, nid saved his people.

i

Chapter xv. v. 3,—8lay Loth man and womun ;
+hild and suckling §¢. “The great master of life!
and death, (who cuts off one’ half of mankind!|
whilst they are children,) has been pleased somne- ”
“imes fo ordain that children should be put to the,
syord, in detestation of the crimes of thejr parents : |’
d’or be visits, as he declares, the sins of the parents.
npon the children, to several generations) and that -
they mi%nt notlive to follow the same wicked ;!
ways. But, without such evident ordinance of |
God, it is not allowable in any wars, how just soe- s
yer, to kill children. D. B I

Verse 22, /nd Samuel seid: Doth the Lord
}‘c.:ire Holocausts and victims ; and not rather that i
¢

voice of the Lord should be obeyed?  For abe- .,
tence is betler than sacrifice 2 und to hearken, ra-

ther than to offer the fut of rams. Yerse 23, Be-

cause it is 1il:~ the sin of witcheraf?t fo rebel : and

like the crime of idolatry to refitse to obey. For as,

?II‘CII thercfore as thow kast rejected the word of the l
ard ; the Lord hath olso rejecicd thee, $rc.

Wet-Saul believed in the Tord ; and sought to
honour-him ; though in his own way ; and contrary
to (he Liord’s injunction. 1low then can those be |

excused, who breaking from the uuity of the church; !
il thusrending the external of God's worship, as

Sl Tid the Prophet’s garment ; v. 27, 23 - veutyre !
oget up an unbidden, uydv, a forbiddey way of!

Bl

Sovereign jurisdiction. On the Saviour’s appear-!

thoir own of honoring God, as all schismatics and
heretica A 1 rejecting the word of the Lord, spo-
kento diem by his chosen organs ; the pastors of
his universal church ; whom he commands all to
hear and obey, as if they were himself addressing
them.—XLuke x. 16,

This sin of thus rebelling against the law(ul au-
thority is declared by Sumuel to be Jike the sin of
witch craft ; and their disobedience, like the crime
of idolatry : because i both they turn away fiom,
God ; in the one case, to scel help from the Devil,’
since refused by God; and, in the other, to wer-:
ship the adversary, since their offerings, like those.
of Saul, are made in contradiction to God’s pre-.
cepts; and in defiance of hig prohibitory man-.
date,

Chapter 16—Verse 14.—Zud the spirit of tho
Lorddeparted from Saul. and an evil spiri? fromy
the Lord troubled him. In Saul is found the em-.
blem of the Jewish; in David that of the Saviour’s!

ance, as their appoiuted sugcessor. in authority, an|
evil spirit isallowed by God, to trouble the Jeawish:
rulersas it had done Saul, their prototype, inciting|
them to make away with the chosen descendant of!
Isai, the Behlemite . in the vain hope of thus prc-i
serving their own temporal consequence and d8-,
minion. What do we, said they; for this man doth
many miracles? ifwelet him alone so, all will be-

lievein him: and the Romans_will come and fake
away our place and nation. John, 11,47, 48. In

this they spoke prophetically truo; for the Romans
ditl come, and take away their place and nation,
and succeeded to all the spiritual rights and ju-
risdiction of the synagogue; which it had delibe-
rately made over with its promised and long looked

death.  Zke boltle of wine together with the beeul
indicated Mcssiah’s sacrifice, in which Aaron's
represonted by the kid, found its entire tullilment.
Veese 23, Nothing could free Saul from the «
vil Spirit, but the sound of David’s Harp ; and no
thing can scarc away the troubling spirit of s
from Jew or Gentile, but the harmonious sound, ot
the Saviour’s precepts aud doctrine.

To be continued:

.o

THE HYMN.
Veni, Creator Spinitus!

Creutor spirit, gracions deign

To viat here thy suppliant train!

Fill with thy grace, supernal shed,

Our hearts, thy chosen mansiony wrdet

Thou, whom we hail the paraclete:
God's gift, with ev’ry good replete!
‘The 1iving font; the fire of love:
The spiritual unction from above.

Thou sev’ufold grace imparting spright?
Dread finger of ]7atcmal :l;?ght!o prigh
The father’s promis’d prompter, sent.
The dumb who rend’rest eloquent.

Bid on our sense thy light to shine!
Pour on our hearts thy Jove divine!
Still here on casth while we abide,
Our fecble steps suppost and guide!

Drive fromus far the teaopting foe!

Give us thy J)erfcct peace to know!
‘Thus, plac’d beneaththy guidance sure,
We'll ev’ry danger shun secure.

“Grang ne. tha Fathor. and tha &
SErlis, Wik spiett, Wreota oncs
Adoring bere on carth to know;
Atdeverfin ourfaith to shew.

’ R4

The Catholic
AVill be publishied wedkly atthe Office of the Patriy

for Messiah tothe Romaus, in the person of their
representative Pontius Pilate: and those Romans
afler unconsciously avenging Messiah’s wrongs;

destroying the Jewish city and temple; and scatter-
ing all overthe world the sclf-anathamatized rem-
nant of the deicidal race; became the chosen peo-
ple of the predicted Saviour; whose church among
the Gentiles, no longer confined to one particular
nation, but embracing all, istherefore stiled Cathio-
lic, or universal; and Loumai, trum its earliest ori-
gin; Rome having become the Jerusalem of the
Gentiles,—all which change wasmost clearly fore-
told by tl:c prophets; and particularly by Malachy,
the last of their number, Ch. 1.v. 11,

YVerse 20.—ed Isai look an Ass laden will:
bread, and a boltle of wine, and a kid of the flock ;
and sept them by the hand of Lguid, kis son, lo
Saul, The agsbore that bread, or him, who called
himself the Iiving bread whick came doten from
heaven ; onliis solemn eulry into Jerusalem. It
was then, by the haud of the rewl David, brought
to Saul whom the evll spirit was troubling at {he
fime - that is, of the Jewish autharities, whom the
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