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LETTER cxxiir. ;'
I

' '' To Colonel Rivers, at Montreal. V'

f» * r I'
^

ViV"
Quebec, April 17J

tl O W different, my Rivers, is your laft

letter from all your Emily lias ever yet received

from you 1 What have I dont to deferve fuch

fufpicions ? How unjuft are your (ex in all their

connexions with ours

!

Do I not know love ? and does this reproach

come from the man on whom my heart doats, the

man, whom to make happy, I wouI4 with tran-

fport ceafe to live? can you one moment d©ubt

your Emily's tendernefs ? have not her eyes, her

air, her look, her indifcretion, a thoufand times

told you, in fpite of herfelf, the dear fecret of her

heart, long before (hf was confcious of the tender-*

nefs of yours ?
'

VoL^ III. '; B 'iK'^lM

•-' r^w'-*;'*^ *'!^,"!I 'V
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2 THE HISTORY OF
- DW f-tfimk cm^y of myielf', I couW Hvc with

you in a defert ; all places, all fituations, are

equally charming to me, wijh you : without you,

the whole world affords nothing which could give

a moment's pleafure to your Emily.

t.ct me but fee; thofe eyei in which the tendereft

love is painted, let me but hear that enchanting

voice, I am infenfiblo to all elfe, I know nothing

of what pafTes around me ;. all that has no relation

to you paffes away like a morning dream, the im-

preflion of which is effaced in a momen,t : my
teirdernefs for' you fills rny whole foul, and leaves

no room for any other idfca. Rank, fortune, my
native country, my friends, all are nothing in the

balance with my Rivers.

For your own fake, I once more entreat you

to return to England: I will follow you ; I will

fwear never to marry another; I will fee you, I

will allow you to continue the tender inclination

which unites us. Fortune may there be more fa-

vourable to our.wiflies than we now hope; may
join uis \iithout dettroying the peace of the beft of

parents.

But if you perfift, if you will facrifice every

confideraiion to your tendernefs—my Rivers, I

have fto will b^t yours.

• -bfOKVil plii ?!:=••) bn.i 'v'o' :':::i i-
:

\'J<'

i 'X

\ < I

^

L E T-

^ iS .J. vyf
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L E T T E R CXXIV.

'

» 'To Mifs Fermor, at Silleri.

My dear Bell,

London, Feb. 17.

L

\ V ' ' •«•»

•yl

U G Y, being deprived of the pleafure of

writing' to you, as ihe intended, by Lady Anne

Melville's dining wiih her, defires me to make
her apologies.

Allow rne to fay fomcthing for myfelf, and to

ihare my joy with one who will, 1 am fure, fo

very fincerely fympathire with me in it.

I could not have believed, irv dear Bell, it had

been fo very eafy a thing to bt jonrtant : I declare,

but don't mention this, left I (bouM be lai'ghed

at, I have never felt the lead inclination for any

other woman, fince I married your lovely friend.

I now fee a circle of beauties with the fame in-

difference as a bed of fnow drops: .no charms aflFeft

me but hers ; the whole creation to me contains

no other woman.
I find her every day, every hour, more lovely ;

there is in my I^ucy a mixture of mode/ly, deli-

cacy, vivacity, innocence, and blufhing fenfibility,

which add a thoufand unfpeHkable graces to the

moft beautiful perfon the hand of nature ever

formed.

There is no defcriblng her enchanting fmile,

the fmile of unafVefted, artlefs tendernefs. How
fhall I paint to you the fweet involuntary glow of

pleafure, the kindling fire of her eyes, when I

B 2 approach;

'•*^\
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4 THE HISTORY OF
approach ; or thofe thoufand little dear attentions

ot which love alone knows the value?

I never, my dear girlj knew happinefs till now ;

my tendernefs is abfolutely a fpecies of idolatry
^

you cannot think what a Have this lovely girl has

made me.
As a proofof this, the little tyrant infids on my

omitting a thoufand civil things I had to fay to

you, and attending her and Lady Anne immediately

to the opera ; (he bids me however to tea7ou, (he

loves you pajpng the love of women, at lead of

handfome women, who are not generally celebrat-

ed for their candor and good will to each other.

Adieu, my dearefl Bell

!

Yours, ' * y\

J. Temple.

LETTER CXXV.

To John Temple, Efq. Pall Mall.

Silleri, April i8.

Indeed!* . • ^ ^

" Is this that haughty, gallant, gay, Lothario,
" That dear perfidious

—

"

Abfolutely, my dear Temple, the fex ought

never to forgive Lucy for daring to monopolize fo

very charming a feliow. I had fome thoughts of

a little badinage with you myfelf, if I Hiould return

foon to England ; but I now give up the very

idea.

* One

t ^«.w . j^-.ii^tiiirfjiiiiiiwtji^ *"^^**'
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One thing I will, however, venture to fay,

that love Lucy as much as you pleafe, you will

never love her half fo well as (he defervcs ; which,

let me tell you, is a great deal for one woman,

cfpecially as you well obfervc, one handfome wo-

man, to fay of another.

I am however, not quite clear your idea is

juft : cattifmt if 1 may be allowed the expreflTion,

feeming,more likely to be the vice of thofe who
are confcious o*^ wanting themfelvcs the dear power

of pleafing.

Handfome women ougl^t to be, what I profefs

myfelf, who am however only pretty, too vain to

be envious; and yet we fee, I am afraid, too of-

ten, fome little fparks of this mean paiTion between

rival beauties.

Impartially fpcaking, I believe the befl natured

women, and the moft free from envy, are thofe

who, without being very handfome, have that //

ne f^Mt quoi, thofe namelefs graces, which pleafe

even without beauty ; and who therefore finding

more attention paid to them by men than their

looking-glafs tells them they have a right to ex-

pe£l, are for that reafon in conftant good humour
with themfelves, and of courfe with every body

elfe : whereas beauties claiming unlverfal empire,

are at war with all who difpute their rights ; tha^

is, with half the lex.

I am very good natured myfelf ; but it is, per-

haps, becaufe, though a pretty woman, I am more
agreeable than handfome, and have an infinity of
theyV rteffai quoi,

J propoSf my dear Temple, 1 am fo plcafed wifh
what Montefquieu fays on this fubje6i, that I find

it is not in my nature to refifl trandating and in-

, ferting
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ferting it ; you cannot then fay I have fent you
a letter in which there is nothing worth reading.

1 beg you will read this to the miffes, for which
you cannot fail of tlieir thanks, and for this

reafon ; there are perhaps a dozen women in the

world who do not think chemfelves handfome, but

I will venture to fay, not one who does not think

herfelf agreeable, and that fhe has this nanielefs

charm, this fo much talked of / ^mw not what,

which is fo much better than beauty* But to my
Moniefquieu :

** There is fcmetimes, both in perfons and
" things, an invifible charm, a natural grace, which
** we cannot define, and which we are therefore

" obliged to call the je ne fgai qm.
" It feems to me th^t this Is an efle^l princi-

'* pally founded on furpri/e.
'"

** Wc are touched that a perfon pleafes us

" more than fhe feemed at tiril to have a right lo

** do ; and \vt are agreeably furprized that (he

" lliould have khcwn how to conquer thofe de-

fe6ts which our eyes (hev/ed us, but which our

hearts no longer believe : 'tis for this reafon that

" women, who are not handfome, have often

graces or agreeablenefles ; and that beautiful

ones very feldom have.

" For a beautiful perfon does generally the very
* contrary of what we expe£^ed ; (he appears to

us by degrees lefs amiable, and, after having
** furpnzed us pleaftngly, (he furprizes us in a

contrary manner ; hut the agreeable impreflion

is old, the difagreeable one new; 'tis alfo fel-

dom that beauties infpire violent paffions, which

it

tt

it

€t

tt

tt

** are almoft always
it graces. that IS to which

'':i\

referved for thofe who have I

igrceablcneffes,

we



OF
lave Tent you

th reading.

!S, for which

ind for this

/omen in the

indfome, but

:>es not think

this namelefs

ow not what,

But to my

peiTons and

grace, which

are therefore

ciHe^t princi-

n pleal'es us

ive a right to

fr.ed that flic

uer thofe de-

iit which our

is reafon that

have often

lat beautiful

ally the very

le appears to

after having

izes us in a

le impreflion

'tis alfo fel-

flions, which

)fc who have

effes, which
** we

EMILY M ON T A G U E. 7

" we did not cxpe£r, and which we had no reufon

** to expeQ^.
** Magnificent habirs have feldom giace, which

" the dreflcs of fhephcrdeffis often have.

" We admire the majefly of the drapeiles C^

" Paul Vcroncfe ; but ve are touched with the

" (implicity of Raphael, ai"\d the exaftneis of

** Corregio.
<* Paul Veronefe promifcs much, and pays all

" he promifes ; Raphael and Corregio promife

" little, and pay much, which pleafes us more.
** Thefe graces, thefe a£,'ieeablenefl€« are found

** oftner in tlie mind than in the countenance:

" the charms of a beautiful countenance are fel-

" dom hidden, they appear at firft view : but the

** mind does not Ihew itfelf except by degrees,

" when it pleafes, and as much as it pleafes ; it

** can conceal itfelf in order to appear, and give

** that fpecies of furprize to which thofe graces,

" of which I fpeak, owe their exigence.
*' This grace,, this agreeablenefs, is lefs in the

** countenance than in the fnanner ; and the man-
" ner changes every irtftant, and can therefore

" every moment give us the pleafure of furprize :

'< in one word, a woman can be handfome but in

** one way, but (lie may be agreeable in a hun-
<* dred thouland." ^ \.' fV['r

I like this (io6lrinc of Mohtelquleii's^xti-emely,

becaufe it gites evefy wofnan her chance, and

becaufe it ranks me above a thoufand handfomer

women, in the dear power of infpiring pafllon.

Cruel creature ! why did you give me the idea

of flowers ? I now envy you your foggy climate :

the earth with you is at this moment covered with

a thoufand lovely children of the fpring ; with us,

it is an univerfal plain of fnow.

Our
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Our beaux are terribly . at a lofs for fimilies :

you have the lilies of the valley for comparifons

;

we nothing but what with the idea of whitenefs
gives that of coldnefs too.

This is all the quarrel I have with Canada;
the fummer is delicious, the winter pleafant with
all its, feveri 'es ; but alas I the fmiling fpring is

not here ; we pafs from winter to fummer in an
inftant, and lofe the fprightly feafon of the Loves.
A letter from the God of my idolatry—I muft

anfwer it inftantly.

Adieu 1 Yours, &c.

A. Fekmor. fii

li

li\

n

. I

LETTER CXXVI.

To Captain Fitzgerald, i

X E S, I give you permifTion I you may con^e

this afternoon : there is fomething amufing enough
in your dear nonfenfe ; and, as my father will be

at Quebec, I fhall want amufement.

It will alfo furnilh a little chat for the mifies at

Quebec ; a tete-a-Ute with a tall Irifhman is a (ub-

jed which cannot efcap^ their fagacity. 'J,

Adieu ! Yours,
"

i ,.V('

, «.)

V. .

1>(»

^1.'

i r

.\ {

A. F.

LET
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LETTER CXXVII.

To Mrs. Temple, Pall Mall.

Silleri, April 20.

/\ FTER my immenfe letter to your love, my
dear, you muft not exped me to fay much to

your fair ladylliip.

I am glad to find you manage Temple fo ad-

mirably; thcwifeft, the wildeft, the graveft, and

the gayeft, are equally our flaves, when we have

proper ideas of petticoat politics.

I intend to compofe a code of laws for the go-

vernment of hulbands, and get it tranflated into

all the modern languages ; which 1 apprehend will

be of infinite benefit to the world.

Do you Vnow I am a greater fool than I ima-

gined ? You may remember Iwas always extremely

fond of fweet waters. I left them off lately, upon

an idea, though a miftaken one, that Fitzgerald

did not like them: I yefterday heard him fay the

contrary ; and without thinking of it, went me-
chanically to my drefiing-ropm, and put lavender-

water on my handkerchief. »

This is, I am afraid, rather a ftrong fymptom of

my being abfurd ; however, 1 find it pleafj^nt to

be fo, and therefore gave way to it.

It is divinely warm to-day, though tlie fnow is

ftill on the grou. ^ ; it is melting fall however,

which makes it impoffible for me to get to Que-
bec. I fhall be confined for at lead a week, and
Emily not with me : I die for amufement. Fitz-

gerald ventures dill at the hazard of his own neck,

and his horfes legs ; for the latter of which animal*.

I have fo much compailicn, that I have ordered

B 5 both
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both to (lay at home a few days, which days I

fhall devote, to ftudy and contemplation, and litilc

pert chit-chat with papa, who* is ten times more
fretful at being kept within doors than I am : I

intend to win a little fortune of him" at picquet

before the world breaks in upon our folitude.

Adieu! I am idle, but always ,, . .. ; ^ ,

Your faithful

A. Fermor.

id

fi "

ill

i

LETTER CXXVIII.

To the Earl of ^.

.^ .
Silleri, April 20.

* JL IS indeed, my Lord, an advantage for which

we cannot be too thankful to the Supreme Being,

to be born in^a country, whofe religion .and laws

are fuch, as would have been the obje£is of our

wiilies, had we been born in any other.

Our religion, I would be underftood to mean
Chriftianity in general, \ carries internal conviction

by the excellency of its moral precepts, and its

tendency to make mankind happy ; and the pecu-

liar mode of it eftablilhcd in England breathes> be-

yond all others the mild fpiritof the Gofpel, and

that charity which embraces all mankind as bro-

thers.

It Is equally free from enthufiafm and fuperfti-

tion.; its outward form is decent and refpe£lful,

without affe6ted oftentation ; and what (hews its

excellence above' all others is, that every other

church allows it to be the bed, except itfelf : and

it is an eftabliihed rule, that he has an undoubted

right

Jill

w
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right to the firftrankpf merit, tq wlion^ every

man allows the fecond. ^

As to our govenment it would be impertinent

to praife it ; all mankind allow it to be the mafter-

pieceof human wifdom. . .

It has the advantage of every other form, with

as little oftheirinconvenienciesas the imperfe6tinn

attendant on all human inventions will admit: it

has the monarchic quickncfs of execution and lia-

bility, iheariflocratic diffufive (Ircngth and wifdom

of counfel, the democratic freedom and equal

diftribution of property.

When I mention equal didribution of property,

I would not be underftood to mean fuch an equa-

lity as never exifled, nor can exid but in idea ;

but that general, that comparative equality, which

leaves to every man the abfoluteand fafe pofleifion

of the fruits of his labours; vvhich 13»ftens bffcnfiv^

diftin6lions, and curbs pride, by leaving every

order of men in fome degree dependent on the

other ; and admits of ihole genife and almofl im-

perceptible gradations which the poet fo well,

calls
' \' • ' • • ^

" Th' according mufii: of a well mixM ftate."

The prince i^ here a centre of union ; an advan-

tage, tjie want of which makes a democracy,

whidi is fobeautiiVil in theory, the vtry worll of

nil pcfiible governments, except abfolute monarchy

in pra^^icc.

• I am called upon, my Lord, to go to the cha-

del, to fee the gc^ing av.-ay of the ice ; an obje»!:"l fo

new to HiC, that! c.irnot reftll tne curiofity I have

to fee it, though my going thither is attended with

inlinitedifficuUy.

Bell infills on accompanying me : I am afraid

for her, but ilie will uytbe refufed.

At
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At our return, I will have the'honorof writing

again to your Lordftiip, by the gentleman who
carries this to New York. .' -

'^

I have the honor to be, ' '
•' " •

My Lord, &c.

n Wm. Fermor.

4

lit

"I

1
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LETTER CXXIX.
*

To the Earl of — .

Silleri, April 20, Evening.

VV E are returned, my Lord, from having

fpen an objed: as beautiful and magnificent in

•tfelf, as pleadng from the idea it gives of Re-

newing once more our intercourfe with Europe.

Before I faw the breaking up of the vaft body

of ice, "which forms what is here called the bridge,

from Quebec to Point l^€|vi, I imagined there

could be nothing in it worth attention ; that the ice

would pafs away, or diflolve gradually, day after

day, as the influence of the fun, and warmth of

the air and earth increafed ; and that we (hould

fee the river open, without having obferved by

what degrees it became fo.

But I found the great river, as the favages with

much propriety call it, maintain its dignity in this

inftance as in all others, and aflert its fuperiority

over thofe petty dreams which we honor with the

names of rivers in England. Sublimity is the cha-

ra^teriftic of this weftern world ; the loftinefs of

the mountains, the grancieur of the lakes and ri-

vers> the tnajefly of the rocks fhaded with pi6tu-

refque

V <

n
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refque variety of beautiful trees and fhrubs, and

crowned with the nobleft of the offspring of the

foreil, which from the banks of the latter, are as

much beyond the power of fancy as that ofdefcrip-

tion : a landfcape-painter might here expand his-

imagination, and find ideas which he will feek in

vain in our comparative little world.

The obje6t of which I am fpeaking has all the

American magnificence. • z'

The ice before the town, or, to fpeak in the

Canadian (lile, the bridge, being of a thicknefs not

lefs than five feet, a league in length, and more
than a mile broad, refifls Tor a long time th^ rapid

tide that attempts to force it from the banks.

We are prepared by many previous circumftan-

ces to expeflfomething extraordinary inthise^ent,

if I may fo call it : every increafe of hei.t in the

weather for near a month before the ice ienvts the

banks; every warm day gives you terror in irofe

you fee venturing to pafs it in the carrioles ; yet

one frofty night makes it again fo ftrong, that even

the ladies, and the ttmdid amongft them, ftill ven-

ture themfelves over in parties of pleafure ; though
greatly alarmed at their return, if a few hours of

uncommon warmth intervenes.

But, during the laft fortnight, tie alarm grows
indeed a very ferious one ; the eye can diflinguifh,

even at a confiderable diflance, that ihe ice is fof-

tened and detached from the banks ; and you dread

every ftep being death to thofe who have flijl the

temerity to pafs it, which they will continue al-

ways to do till one or more pay for their ralhnefs

with their lives.

From the time the ice is no longer a bridge on
which you fee crowds driving with fuch vivacity

on bufinefs or pleafure, every one is looking eager-
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ly for its breaking away, to remove the bar to the

continual wifhed and expected event, oF the arri-

val of fliips from that world from whence we have

feemed fo long in a manner excluded. , ,^

The hour is come ; I have been with a crowd of

both fexes, and all ranks, hailing the propitious

moment : our fituation on the top of Cape Dia-
mond, gave UG u profjJeQ: fome leagues above and

below the town; above Cape Diamond the river

was open, it was fo below FointLcvi, the rapidity

of the current having forced a paflage for the wa-
ter under the tranfparent bridge, which for more
than a league continued firm.

We flood waiting with all the eagernefs of ex-

pedtation ; the tide came rufliing with an amazing

impetuoilty ; the bridge feemed to fhake, yet re-

riilcd'the force of the waters; the tide recoiled,

it made a paufe. It flood flill, it returned with re-

doubled fury, the immenfe mafs of ice gave way.

A vaft plain appeared in motion; it advanced

with folemn and majeftic pace : the points of land

on the banks of the river for a few moments (lop-

ped its progrefs ; but the immenfe weight of fo pro-

digious a body, carried along by a rapid current,

bore down all oppofition with a force irrefiftible.

There is no defcribing how beautiful the qpien-

ing river appears, every moment gaining on the

fight, till, in a time lefs than can poflibly be ima-

gined, .the ice pafling Point Levi, is hid in one

moment by the projedling land, and all is once

mone a clear plain before you; giving at onjqe the

pleafmg, but unconneded, ideas of that diretl in-

tercourfe with Europe from whence wc have been

fo many months excluded, and of the earth's

again opening her fertile bofom, to fealT: our eyes

and*4\/ ••% -1 c< J'liJ r .
J' .;l'-. J/

V •

i
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and imagination with her various verdant and

flowery productions. . .: ; : . i.

1 am afraid I have conveyed a very inadequate

idea of the fcene which has juft pafl'ed before me;
it however ftruck me fo ftrongly, that it was im-

po0ible for me not to attempt it.

If my painting has the leaft refemblance to the

oiigimil, your Lorciiliip will agcee with me, that

the very vicilfiitudcs of feafon here partake of the

fuMimity which f ftrorgly chara^erizes the coun*

try.

The changes of the feafon in England, being

flow and gradual, are but faintly felt; but being

here fudden, inftant, violent, afford to the mind,

with the lively p.leafure aiifing from meer change,

the very high additional one of its being accompa-

nied with grandeur. I have the honour to be.

My Lord, 'U << ' .- ." >; -I

'" Your Lordlliip's, ^c.

' • ^ William Fermor.

LETTER CXXX.

To Mrs. Temple, Pall Mall.

April 2-2.

•ERTAINLY, ray dear, you are To far right

;

a nun, may be in many refpeCts a lefs unhappy
being than fome wom n who continue in the

world J her fituation is, I allow, paradlfe to that

of a married woman, of fenfibility and honour, who
diflikes her hufband. . .

The cruelty therefore of fome parents here, who
facrifice their children to avarice, in forcing or fe-

diicing them into convents, would appear more

ftrikiujj
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ftriking, if we did not fee tod many in England

guilty of the fame inhumaritVy though in a dif-

ferent manner, by marrying hem againll their in-

clination. !

I
.'

, .

Your letter reminds me of what a French

mar'ied Idv here faid to me on this very fubje6k:

I was exclaiming violently aga'nll convents ; and

particularly urging, what I ih<)Ught tinanfwerable,

the extreme hardlhip of one circuinftance ; that,

however unhappy the ftate was found on trial,

there wn? no retreat ; that it was for life.

Madam De turned quick, ** And is not
** marriage for life ?"

" True, Madam, and, what is worfe, without
" a year of probation. I confefs the force of your
" argument.'* *

'

I have never dared fince to mention convents

belore Madam De . i

Between you and I, Lucy, it is a little unreafon-

able that people will come together entirely upon
fordid principles, and then wonder they are not

happy : in delicate minds, love is feldom the con-

feqnence of marriage.

It i: not abfoluttly certain that a marriage of

which love is the foundation will be happy ; but

it is, infallible, I belie.ve, that no other can be fo

to louls capable of tendernefs.

Half the world, you will pleafe to obferve, have

no foujs ; at leaft none but of the vegetable and

animal kinds : to this fpecies of beings, love and

fentiment are entirely unneceflary ; they were

made to travel through life in a (iFte of mind nei-

ther quite awake nor afleep ; arid it is perfe£lly

equal to them iri what company they take the

journey. '

You and I, my dear, are fomething awakened \

' ::. ' • therefore



DF

(T in England

Jt;h in a dif-

lind their in-

lat a French

very fubje€t:

mvents ; and

iinanfwerablc,

(lance ; that,

kind on trial,

r life.

" And is not

orfe, without

force of your

It ion convents

ttle unreafon-

entirely upon

they are not

Idom the con-

I marriage of

happy ; but

her can be fo

obferve, have

vegetable and

ngs, love and

they were

of mind nei-

t is perfectly

hey take the

ng awakened \

therefore
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therefore it is ncceflary wc (hould love where we
marry, and for this reafon : our fouls, being of

the a^ive kind, can never be totally at red ;

therefore, if wc were not to love our hufbands,

we (hould be in dreadlul danger of loving fome-

body elfe.

For my part, whatever tall maiden aunts and

coufins may fay of the indecency of a young wo-
man's di(lingui(hing one man from another, and

of love coming after marriage ; I think marrying,

in that expectation, on fober prudent principles, a

man one didikes, the mod deliberate and (hame-

-ful decree of vice of which the human mind is

capable.

I cannot help obferving here, that the great aim

of modern education feems to be, to eradicate the

bed impulfes of the human heart, love, friendftiip,

compadfion, benevolence; to dedroy the focialy

and increafe the felfidi principle. Parents wifely

attempt to root out thofe a(Fe£iions which fhould

only be direfted to proper objef^s, and which hea-

ven gave us as the means of happinefs; not confi-

dering that the fuccefs of fuch an attempt is doubt-

ful ; and that, if they fucceed, they take from life

all its fweetnefs, and reduce it to a duii unaftive

round of tadelefs days, fcarcely raifed above vege-

tation. - •

If my ideas of things are right, the human mind
is naturally virtuous : the bufinefs of education is

therefore lefs to give us good impre(rions, which
we have from nature, than to guard us againd bad

ones, which are generally acquired.

And fo ends my fefmon. • ,

Adieu 1 my dear I / *
.

'
'• ' • Ji

'

Your faithful

A.Fermor.
A letter

i*
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A letter from ycur brother ; I believe the deai

creature i," our of his wits: I'inlly has confcmed to

niiirry liim, and one would imagine by his joy

thai nobody vv;sevcr married bcfOiC.

He is goii'g to lake Cli.iini'>laiii, to fix on his

fent of empire, orrilh<'. i ni'ly*s ; fori fee l"he

v-ill be the reigning qua'.), and he only her majef-

ty's confort.

I am going to Qiifibcc ; two or three dry days

have made the roids paiTnble for fumtner cania*

ges : Fit/gerald is come to letch me. Adieu !

right o'clock.

I nmcome back, and have fccn >mily, who is

the hapriell woman exifting ; fhe has heard

from your brother, and in fuch terms— his letter

breathes the very foul of tendernefs. I wi(h they

were richer. I don't half relilh their fettling in

Canada ; but rather than not to live together, I

believe they would confent to be fet afhore on a

defart Ifland. Good night.
. r ; - . '

-

' t .

,

4
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LETTER CXXxr.

To the Earl of
m

T,
Silleri, April 25.

HE pleafure the mind finds in travelling, has

undoubtedly, my Lord, its fource in that love

of novelty, that delight in acquiring new ideas,

which is interwoven in • its very frame, which

fhews itfelf on every occaiiQiT from infancy to age,

which is the firft pafllon of the human mind, and

thelaft. I ;

-ml f\ There
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:xxr.

ri, April 25.
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in that love

ig new ideas,
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nfancy to age,

lan mind, and

There is nothing the mind of man abhors (b

I
much as a flate ot r<»{l : the great fecrct of hap-

I
pinefs IS to keep the Ibul in continual action, with-

I out thole vioU'nt exertions, whicli wear out its

powcis, and dull its capacity of enjoyment ; it

'; Ihould.have cxcrcife, not labour.

Vice may juflly be called the fever of the foul,

\ inaction its lethargy ; p-.lTion, under the guidance

f
of virtue, its Realth.

1 have the piealure to ice my daughter's coquc-

• try giving place to a tender affection for 'a very

worthy man, who fecms formed to make her hap-

f py : . his fortune is ea.ry ; ho is a gentleman, and

^ A man of worth and honor, and, what perhaps in-

> clines me to be more partial to him, of my own

J profeluon. 1

I mention the h(k circumftance in order to in-

troduce arequell, that your.Lord(hip would have

the goodnefs to employ that irtcreftfor him in^th?

:,
purchafe of a majority, which you have fo gene-

roufly offered to me ; I am deternoincd, as there is

J
noprofpectof real duty, to quit the army,, and re-

^ tire to that quiet which is fo pleafing at my time
* of life : I am privately in treaty with a gentleman

for my company, and propofe returning to England-

in the firft (hip, to give in my refignation : in

this point, as well as that offervingMr. Fitzgerald,

I fliall without fcruple call, upon your Vordfhip's

friendfhip; .' >. w a-t.ri -nii, i':>.ti f.o/'iV
I have fettled every thing with Fitzgcrajd, but

without faying a word to Bell ; and he is to feduce

her into matrimony as foon as he can, without my
appearing at all interefled in the afFair : he is to a(k

my confent in form, though we have already, fet-

tled every preliminary.

V
All this, as well as my intention of quitting the

army, is yet ^ fecret to my daughter.

But
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But to the qucftions your Lordfliip does me the

honor to afk me in regard to the Americans, I

mean thofe of our old colonies : they appear to

me, from all I have heard and feen of them, a

rough, ignorant, pofitive, very felfifti, yet hofpita-

ble people.

Strongly attached to their own opinions, but ftill

more fo to their intereus, in regard to which they

have inconceivable fagacity and addrefs ; but in all

other refpefts I think naturally inferior to the Eu-
ropeans ; as education does fo much, it is however

difficult to afcertain this.

I am rather of opinion they would not hav€ re-

fufed fubmiflion to a ftamp a6l, or difputed the

power of the legiflature at home, had not their

minds been firft embittered by what touched their

interefts fo nearly, the reftraints laid on their

trade with the French and Spanilh fettlements, a

trade by which England was an immenfe gainer ;

and by which only a few enormoufly rich Weft In-

dia planters were hurt.

Every advantage you give the North Americans

in tradv centers at laft in the mother country ;

they are the bees, who roam abroad for that

honey which enriches the paternal hive.

Taxing them im-nediately after their trade is

reftrained, feems like drying up the fource, and ex-

pecting the ftream to flow.
^

Yet too much care cannot be taken to fupport

the majefty of government, and aflert the domini-

on of the parent country.

A good mother will confult the intereft and hap-

pinefs of her children, but will never fufFer her

authority to be diiputed. >
•

r-iJ: Hi .1 'i An
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An equal mixture of mlldnefs and fpirit cannot

fail of bringing thefe miftaken people, mifled by a

few of violent temper and ambitious views, into a

juft fcnfe of their duty.

I have the honor to be.

My Lord, &c.

William Fermor.

I

a

.,
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each other : we hare been a month divided ; and
nehher of us have had the confolation of a tnend
to be foolifh too. ! ;. , .1 . < 'I '

.»

Fitzgerald dines with us : he comes.
/r. •

• • \
Adieu ! yours,

i . * •

A. Fermor.

I

Mr

|. ."

!ll

LETTER CXXXIII.

To the Earl of —^.
«

I

My Lord, Snieri, May 5.

Jl HAVE been converfing, if the exprefllon is

not impp(?»per when I have not had an opportuniby

of rpeafcliis: a fyllable, more than two .hours with

a Pr*ef7oh officer, who has declaimed the whole

tiitw Avith the moil: ;.ftonifliing voktbilrtyj without

Utterlni^ -one word whicii could eith(^r entertain or

inflru6t his hev^rcrs ; and even without ftarring any

thing that drTcrved the name of a thoug^ht.

People who. have no ideas out of the common
road arc, I b'^lieve, generally the greatert laHcers,

becaufc all their thoughts are low enoligh for Com-
mon converfation ; vhereas thole of more elevated

underftanding have ideas which they cannot eaGIy

comm'inicaie except to perfons of equal capacity

with themfelves.

This might be brought as an argument of the

inferiority of women's underflanding to ours, as

they are generally greatc- talkers, if we did not

confider thr- limited and trifling educations we give

them ; men amongd other advantages, have that

o r
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Women who have con verfed much with men

are undoubtedly in general the moft pleafing com-

^nions : biU this only fbews of what they are

capable when properly educate<l, fince they im-

prove fo greatly by that accidental and limited op-

portunity of acquiring knowledge.

Indeed the two fexes are equal gainers, by con-

;
verfing with each other : there is a mu ual defire

of pleafing in a mixed converfation, reftrained by

J.
poUtenefs, which fets every amiable quality in a

''^ftronger light.

Bred in ignorance from one age to another, wo-

|men can learn little of their own fex.

t I have often thought this the reafon why officers

daughters are in general more agreeable than other

v-v women in an equal :ank of hfe.

I r am almoft tempted to bring Bell as an in-

ftance ; but I know the blindnefs and partiality of

nature, and therefore check what paternal tender-

nefs would di6tate. •

I am (hocked at what your Lordflbip tells me
ofMifs H . I know her imprudent, I believe

her virtuous : a great flow bf fpirits ha? been ever

hurrying her into infdifcretions ; but allow me to

fay, my Lord, it is particularly hard to fix the

charaiS^er by our conduft, at a time of life when
Vire are not competent judges of our own aStions ;

and when' the hurry and vivacity of youth carries us

to commit a thoufand follies and indifdtetions, for

which we blulh when the empire of reafon begins.

Inexperience and openncTs of temper betray us

in early life into improper connexions; and the

very conftancy, and noblenefs of nature, which
characterize the beft hearts, continue the delufion.

I know

iv.i'

f-
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I know Mifs H« perfeftly; and am con-

vinced, if her father will tre^t her as a friend, and

with the indulgent tendernefs of aflfe£tion endea-

vour to wean her from a choice h very unworthy

of her, he will infallibly fucceed ; but if he treats

her with harlhnefs, (he is loft for ever.

He is too ftern in his behaviour, too rigid in his

morals : it is the intereft of virtue to be repre-

fented as (lie is lovely, and ever walking hand in

hand with pleafure : we were formed to be happy,

and to contribute to the happinefs of our fellow

creatures ; there are no real virtues but the focial

ones.

'Tis the enemy of human kind who has thrown
around us the gloom of fuperftition, and taught

that aufterity and voluntary mifery is virtue.

If moralifts would indeed improve human na-

ture, they ihould endeavour to expand, not to con-

tract the heart ; they ftiould build their fyftem on

the pafTions and afFe^ions, the only foundations of

the nobler virtues.

From t!ie partial reprefenlations of narrow-

minded bigots, who paint the Deity from their own
gloomy conceptions, the young are too often fright-

ed from the pa'hs of virtue ; defpairing ol ideal per-

fections, they give up all virtue as unattainable,

and ftart afide from the road which they falfely

fuppofe ftrewed with thorns. ' ,

I have lludied the heart with fome attentiop ; and

am convinced every parent, who will take the pains

to Jain his children' iViendfliip, will for ever be

the guide and arbiter of their condu6t : I fpcak

from a happy experience.

Notwithftanding all my daughter fays in gaiety

of heart, fhe would foonereven relinquifli theman
Ihe loves, than offend a father in whom Ihe has

always

^

J
••«»'««'«hMaaii«ti: .;i***«-««:gsst;;„^:^a:^l:
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alvrays found the tendered and moft faithful of

friends. I am interrupted, and have only time

to lay, I have the honor to be.

My Lord, &:c.

Wm. Perm OR*

'5

m

M

L E T T E R CXXXIV.

To Mrs. TxMPJ-E, Pall Mall.

Sllieri, Mn- 13.

i

ADAME Des Roches has juft left us ;

fhe returns lo-day to the KamaralKas . (lie came

to take leave of us, and fhewed a concern at

parting from Emily, which really affected mc.

flie is a mod: amiable woman ; Emily and Ihe

were in tears at parting ; yet I think my fweet

friend is not forry for her return : flie loves her,

but cannot abfolutely forget fhe has been her rival,

and is as well fatisfied that (he leaves Quebec be-

fore your brother's arrival.

The weather is lovely ; the earth is in all its ver-

dure, the trees in foliage, and no fnow but on the

fides of the mountains ; we are looking eagerly out

for fliips from dear England : I exped by them
volumes of letters from my Lucy. Wc expe£t

your brother in a week : in (hort, we are all hope

and expectation ; our hearts beat at every rap of

the door, fuppofing it brings intelligence of a {hip,

or of the dear man.

Eitzgcrald takes fuch amazing pains to pleafe

rne, that I begin to tbink it is pity fo much at-

tention (hould be thrown away j and am half in-

iih\

im

Vol. Ill dined)
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dined, from meer compaflion, to follow the exam-
ple you have fo heroically fet me.

Abfolutely, Lucy, it requires amazing refolution

to marry.

Adieu ! Yours,

A. Fermor.

— I *i

I

LETTER CXXXV.

To Colonel Rivers, at Montreal.

Silleri,May 14.

AM returned, my Rivers, to my fweet friend,

and have again the dear delight of talking of you

without reftraint ; (he bears with, fhe indulges me
in all my weaknefs ; if that name ought to be

given to a tendernefs of which the objeft is mod
exalted and worthy of his fex.

It was impoflible I fhould not have loved you ;

the foul that fpoke in thofe eloquent eyes told me,

the firft moment we met, our hearts were formed

for each other ; I faw in that amiable countenance

a fenfibility fimilar to my own, but which I had

till then fought in vain ; I faw there thofe benevo-

lent fmiles, which are the marks, and the emanati-

ons of virtue ; thofe thoufand graces which ever

accompany a mind cpnfcious of its own dignity,

andfatisficd with itfelf ; infhort, that mental beauty

which is the exprefs image of the Deity.

What defence had I againft you, my Rivers,

fince your merit was fuch that my reafon approved

the weaknefs of my heart ?

We have loft Madame Des Roches ; we were

both in tears 2t parting ; we embraced, I prefled

bofom : I love hemy my
Ih av

y
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dear Rivers
^

I hav

I have an affeftion for her, which I Scarce know
kow to defcribe. I faw her every day, I found in-

finite pleafure in being with her; (he talked of

you, (he praifed you, and my heart was fonthed ;

I however found it impoffible to mention your

name to her; a referve for which I cannot account

;

I found pleafure in looking at her from the idea

that fhe was dear to you, that fhe felt for you the

tendered friendfliip : do you know I tliink fhe has

fomc refemblance of you ? there is fomething in

her fmile, which gives me an idea of you.

Shall I, however, own all my folly ? I never

found this pleafure in feeing her when you were

prefent: on the contrary, your attention to her

gave me pain : I was jealous of every look ; I even

faw her amiable qualities with a degree of envy,

which checked the pleafure I (houldotherwifchavc

found in her converfation.

There is always, I fear fome injuftice mixed

with love, at leaft with love fo ardent and tender

I as mine.

I You, my Rivers, will however pardon that in-

ijuftice, which is a proof ofmy excefsof tcndernefs.

I
Madame Des Roches has promifcd to write to

I me : indeed I will love her ; I will conquer this

• little renaain of jealoufy, and do juftice to the mod
I gentle and amiable of women.
f Why fhould I diflike her for feeing you with my
'eyes, for having a foul whofe feelings refemble my

; own ?

I have obferved her voice is foftened, and trem-

bles like mine, when ihe names you.

My Rivers, you were formed to charm the heart

of women ; there is more pleafure in loving you,

even without the hope of a return, than in the

adoration of all your fex : ! pity every woman who
"

i fo infenfible as to f

: i

jlii

c 2

you

'i'
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This is the only fault I ever found in Bell Fcr-

mor : fhs has the mod lively friendfhip for you,

but fhe has feen you without iove. Of what
materials mud her heart be compofed ?

No other man can infpire the fame fentlments

v/ith my Rivers : no other man can deferve them :

the delight of loving you appears to me fo far fupe-

rior to all other pleafures, that, of all human
beings, if I was not Emily Montague, I would be

Madame Des Roches.

I blulh for what I have written ; yet why blufh

for having a foul to diftinguilh perfedion, or why
conceal the real feelings of my heart ?

I will never hide a thought from you ; you (hall

be at once the confidant and the dear obje£t of my
tendernefs.

In what words—my Rivers, you rule every

emotion, of my heart ; difpofe as you pleafe of

your Emily : yet, if you allow her to form a wifh

in oppofition to yours, indulge her in the tranfport

of returning you to your friends ; let her receive

you from the hands of a mother, whofe happinefs

you ought to prefer even to hers.

Why will you talk of the mediocrity of your

fortune ? have you not enough for every real

want ? much lefs, with you, would make your

Emily bleft : what have the trappings of life to do

with happinefs ? 'tis only facrificing pride to love

and filial tendernefs ; the word of human paflions

10 the befl.

I have a thoufand things to fay, but am forced to

deal this moment to write to you : we have fomc

French ladies here, who are eternally coming to

my apartment.

They are at the door. Adieu !

Yours,

Emily Montague.
L E T-

i
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LET T K R CXXXVI.
Ill

To the Harl of

if'

Montague.
L E T-

Sillert, May 12.

At were indeed, my Lord, to be wilhed that we
had htrefchools, at theexpence of the public, to

teach Engliflito the riling generation: nothing is a

ftronger tie of brotherhood and afTeflion, a greater

cement of union, than fpeahing one coinmon lan-

guage.

The want of attention to this circumnance has,

I am told, had ihe worft efre6ts poffible in the pro-

vince of New York, where the people, especially

at a diftance from ihe c:n)it.al, cnntir.iiing to fpeak

Dutch, retain their affedion tcr their ancient

mailers, and dill look on their Englilh fellow fub-

je6ts as ftrangers and intruders.

The Canadians are the more eafily to be won to

this, or whether elfe their own, cr the gtneral

good requires, as their noblerfe have the llrorigeft

attachments to a court, and that favor is the great

obje6t of their ambition : were Englifh made by

degrees the court language, it would fopn be uni-

verfally fpoke.

Of the three great fprings of the human heart,

interefl, pieafure, vanity, the lail appears to me
much the ftrongell in the Canadians ; and I am
convinced the mod forcible tie their nobkfib have

to France, is their unwillingnefs to p.irt with their

croix de St. Louis: might not therefore fome or-

der of the fame kind be inftituied for Canada, at:d

given to all who have the croix, on their fending

back the enfigns they now wear, which nrc incon-

fiftent with their allegiance as Britirti fubje6ls ?

Migb'
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Might not fuch an order be contrived, to be

given at the difcretion of the governor, as well to

the Canadian gentlemen who merited mod of the

government, as to the I'lnglifh officers of a certain

rank, and fuch other Englidi as purchafed cftates,

and fettled in the country ? and, to give it additi-

onal luflre, the governor, for the time being, to

be always head of the order ?

'Tis pofllble fomcthing of the fame kind all over

America migh*- be alfo of fervice ; the paiTions of

mankind are nearly the fame every where : at leaft I

never yet faw the foil or climate, where vanity did

not grow ; and till all mankind become philofophers,

it is .by their pafllons they muft be governed.

The common peonle, by whom I mean the

peafantry, have been great gainers here by the

change of mafters; their property is more fecure

their independence greater, their profits much more
than doubled : it is not them therefore whom it is

receflary to gain.

The noblefle, on the contrary, have been in a

great degree undone : they have loft their employs*

their rank, their confideration, and many of them
their fortunes.

It is therefore equally confonant to good policy

and to humanity, that they (hould be confidered,

and in the way moil acceptable to them ; the rich

conciliated by lit lie honorary diftindions, thofe

who are otherwife, by fharing in all lucrative em-
ploys » and all of them by bearing a part in thele-

giflature of their country.

The great objects here leem to be to heal thofe

wounds, which paft unhappy difputes have left

ftill in fome degree open ; to unite the French and

Knglifh, the civil and military, in one firm body ;

to raife a revenue, to encourage agriculture, and

cfpecially

«
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cfpecially the growth of hemp and flax ; and find,

a ftaple, for the improvement of a commerce,

which at prefent labors under a thoufand difadvan-

tageF.

But I Ihall fay little on this or any political fub-

je£t relating to Canada, for a reafon which, whilft

I am in this colony, it would look like flattery to

give : let it fufFice to fay, that humanly fpeaking,

it is impolTible thit the inhabitants of this province

fhould be orherwife than happy.

I have the honor to be,
t

My Lord, 5?c,

William Fermor.

I

LETTER CXXXVn.

To Mrs. Temple, Pall' Mall.

• Silleri, May io.

^*'i

J. CONFESS the faa, my dear ; I am, thanks

10 papa, amazingly learned, and all that, for a

young lady of twenty-one : yet you will allow I

am not the worfe ; no creature breathing would

find it out : envy itfelf muft confefs, 1 talk of lace

and blond like another chriflian woman.
1 have been thinking, Lucy, as indeed my ideas

are generally a little pindaric, how entertaining and

improving would be the hiftory of the human
heart, if people fpoke all the truth, and painted

ihemfelves as they really are ; that is to fay, if all

the world were as fincere and honell as I am ; for

upon

¥'l I
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upon my word, I have fuch a contempt for hypo-
crify, that upon the whole, 1 have always ap-

'

pearcd to have fewer gofd qualities than 1 really

have.

I am afraid we fliould find in the bed charac-

ters, if we withdrew the veil, a mixture of errors

and inconfiftencies, which would greatly leflen our
veneration.

Papa has been reading me a wife le£lure this

morning, on playing the fool: I reminded him,
that I was now arrived at years of indifcretion ;

that every body muft have their day ^ and that

thofe who did not play the fool young, ran a ha-

zard. of doing it when it would not half fo well be-

come them.

A propos to playing the fool, I am (Irongly in-

clined to believe I fholl marry.

Fit7gcrald is fo aftonifliingly pre fling—Befides,

fome how or other, I don*t feel happy without

liim : the creature has fomething of a magnetic

virtue ; I find myfelf generally, without knowing

it, on the fame fide the room with him, and of-

ten in the next chair ; and lay a thoufand little

fchcmes to be of the fame party at cards. 1

I write
J
"ftty fentiments in my pocket-book,

and carve 1 is name on trees when nobody fees nni^ j

did you think it polfible I could be fuch an idiot?

I am as abfurd as even the gentle, love-fick

Emily.

I am thinking, my dear, how happy it is, fincc

niofl human beings differ fo extremely one from

another, that heaven has given us the fame variety

in our taftes.

Vour brother is a divine fellow, and yet there

is a faucinefs about Fitzgerald which pleafes me
better -,

d

y
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better; as he has told me a thoufand times, he

thinks me more agreeable than Emily.

Adieu I I am going to Quebec.

. Yours,

A. Fermor.

LETTER CXXXVIIT.

To Mrs. Temple, Pall Mall.

May 20, Evening.

lO triumphe I A (hip from England !

You can have no idea of the univerfal tranfport

at the fight ; the whole town was on the beach,

eagerly gazing at the charming flranger, who danc-

ed gaily on the waves, as if confcious of the plea-

fure (he infpired.

If our joy is fo great, v/ho preferve a correfpon-

dence with Europe, through our other colonies,

during the winter, what muft that of the French

have been, who were abfoluiely fliut up fix months
from the reft of the world?

I can fcarce conceive a higher delight than they

muft have felt at being thus reftored to a commu-
nication with mankind.

The letters are not delivered; our fervant flays

for them at the poft-office ; we expe<5i him every

moment : if I have not volumes from you, 1 fhall

be very angry.

He comes. Adieu I I have not patience to wait
their being brought up flairs.

Yours,

A. Fermor.

C 3 They

m
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They are here ; fix letters from you : I (hall

give three of them to Emily to read, whilft

1 read the reft ; you are very good, Lucy,

and I will never call you lazy again.

iii'l:

m
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LETTER CXXXIX.

To Mifs Fermor, at Silleri.

Pall Mall, April 8.

H I L S T I uras fealing my letter, I received

yours of the ift of February.

I am exceffively alarmed, my dear, at the ac-

count it gives me of Mifs Montague's having broke

with her lover, and olmy brother's extreme afFe6ti-

on for her.

I did not dare to let my mother fee that letter,

as I am convinced the very iJea of a marriage

which muft for ever feparate her from a fon (he

loves to idolatry, would be fatal to her ; flie is

altered fince his leaving England more than you

can imagine ; (he is grown pale and thin, her vi-

vacity has entirely left her. Even my marriage

fcarce feemed to give her plcafure
; yet fuch is her

delicacy, her ardor for his happinefs, (he will not

fufFer me to fay this to him, left it fhould con-

ftrain him, and prevent his making himfelf happy

in his own way. I often find her in tears in her

apartment ; (he aflfefts a Imile when (he fees me,
but it is a fmile which cannot deceive one who
knows her whole foul as I do. In (hort, I am
convinced (he will not live long unlefs my brother

returns. She never names him without being fof-

tened to a degree not to be exprefTed.

Amiable

"'

i-"^

!i
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' Amiable and lovely as you reprefent this charm-

ing woman, and great as the facrifice is ftie has

made to my brother, it feems almoft cruelty to wilh

to break his attachment to her ; yet fituated as

they are, what can be the confequence of their in-

dulging their tendernefs at prefent, but ruin to both?

At all events, however, my dear, I intreat, I

conjure you, to prefs my brother's immediate re-

turn to England ; 1 am convinced, my mother's

life depends on feeing him. /

I have often been tempted to write to Mifs

Montague, to ufe her influence with h".m even

againft herfelf.

If (h6 loves him, fhe will have his true happi-

nefs at heart; fhe will confider what a mind like

his muft hereafter fufJFer, fliould his fondnefs for

her be fatal to the bed of mothers ; flie will urge,

Ihc will oblige him to return, and make this ftep

the condition of preserving her tendernefs.

Read this letter to her ; and tell her it is to her

dlTtdion for my brother, to her geneiofity, I iruft

for the life of a parent who is dearer to me than

my exigence.

Tell her my heart is hers, that I will receive

her as my guardian angel, that we will never part, .

that we will be friends, that we will be fifters, that

I will omit nothing poffible to make her happy
with my brother in England, and that 1 hrrve \ery

rational hopes it m'ay be in time accompliihed; but

that, if flie marries him in Canada, and fulTers

him to purfue his prefeot defign, (lie plants a dag-

ger in the bofom of her who gave him life.

I fcarce know \vh;\t I would fay, !ny dear Bell ; ,

but I am wretched ; I have no hope but in you.

Yet if Emily is all you reprefent her^—

1 I am

>l'
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I am obliged to break off: my mother is here

(he mud not fee this letter.

Adieu ! your affectionate

Lucy Temple.

i I-

k' >i,

LETTER CXL.

To Mrs. Temple, Pall Mall.

Silleri, May 21.

Y^U ^ 'etter of tRe 8th of April, my dear,

was firft read by Emily, being one of the three

I gave her for that purpofe, as I before mentioned.

She went through it, and melting into tears, left

the room without fpeaking a word : (he has been

writing this morning, and I fancy to you, for (he

enquired when the mail (et oui for England, and

feemcd pleafed to hear it went to-day.

I am exceffively fiiocked at your account of Mrs.

Rivers : afTure her, in my name, of your brother'*

immediate return ; I know both him and Emily too

well to believe they will facrifice her to their own
happinefs ; there is nothing, on the contrary, they

will not fuffer rather than even a(Bi£l: her.

Do not, however, encourage an idea of ever

breaking an attachment like theirs; an attachment

founded lefs in padion than in the tendereft friend-

ihip, in a fimilarity of charader, and fympathy the

moll perfect th^ world ever faw.

Let it be your bufinefs, my Lucy, to endeavour

to make them happy^ and to remove the bars

which
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which prevent their union in England ; and de-

pend on feeing them there the very moment their

coming is poflible.

From what I know of your brother, I fuppofe

he will infift on marrying Emily before he leaves

Quebec; but, after your letter, which I Ihall fend

him, you may look on his return as infallible.

I fend all yours and Temple's letters for your

brother to-day : you may exped to hear from him

by the fame mail with this.

I have only to fay, I am.

Your faithful

A. Fermor.

}.
'''

f
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LETTER CXLI.

To Colonel Rivers, at Quebec.

London, April 8.

,Y own happinefs, my dear Rivers, in a

marriage of love, makes me extremely unwilling

to prevent your giving way to a tendernefs, which

promifes you the fame felicity, with fo amiable a

woman as both you and Bell Fermor r^prefent Mifs

Montague to be.

But, my dear Ned, I cannot, without betraying

your friendfhip, and hazarding all the quiet of

your future days, difpenfe with myfelf from telling

you, though I have her exprcfs commands to the

contrary, that the peace, perhaps the life, of your

excellent mother, depends on your giving up all

thoughts of a fettlement in America^ and return-

ing immediately to England.

if I kaow

!-i''

I

; : v:



38 THE HISTORY OF

Ki^!' ill

'• 'fill'

.,:*'

:,ii!j'

»|

.1

i!
> ;rii)' 'f

I know the prefent ftate of your affairs will not

allow you to marry this charming woman here,

without defcending from the fituation you have
ever held, and which you have a right from your
birth to hold, in the world.

Would you allow me to gratify my friendfhip

for you, and (hew, at the fame time, your perfeQ:

efteem for me, by commanding, what our long af-

fe6lion gives you a right to, fuch a part of my for-

tune as I could eafily fpare without the lead incon-

viencc to myfelf, we miglit all be happy, and you
might make your Emily fo : but you have already

convinced me, by your refufal of a former requeft

of this kind, that your efteem for me is much lefs

warm than mine for you ; and that you do not

think I merit the delight of making you happy,

L will therefore fay no more on this fubjed till

we meet, than that! have no doubt this letter will

bring you immediately to us.

If the tendernefs you exprefs for Mifs Montague
is yet conquerable, it will furely be better for both

it fliould be conquered, as fortune has been fo

much lefs kind to each of you than nature ; but if

your hearts are immoveably fixed on each other, if

your love is of the kind which defpifes every other

confideration, return to the bofom of friendfhip,

and depend on our finding fome way to make you

happy.

If you perfift in refufmg to (hare my fortune,

you can have no objedion to my ufing all my in-

tereft, for a friend and brother fo defervedly dear to

me, and in whofe happinefs I lliall ever find ray

own.
- Allow me now to fpeak of myfelf; I mean of

my dearer felf, your amiable fifler, for whom my
tendernefs.
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tendernefs, inftead of decreafmg, grows every mo-

ment ftronger.

Yes, my friend, my fweet Lucy is every hour

more an angel : her defire of being beloved, ren-

ders her a thoufand times more lovely ; a counte-

nance animated by true tendernefs will always

charm beyond all the dead uninformed features the

hand of nature ever framed ; love embelifties the

whole form, gives fpirit and foftnefs to the eyes, the

moft vivid bloom to the complexion, dignity to the

ear, grace to every motion, and throws round

beauty almoft the rays of divinity.

In one word, my Lucy was always more lovely

than any other woman ; fhe is now more lovely

than even her former felf.

You, my Rivers, will forgive the overflowings

of my fondnefs, becaufe you know the merit ot its

obje£t.

Adieu ! We die to embrace you !

Your faithful

J.
Temple.

'I'

'
i:

; -a
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LETTER CXLIL

To Mrs. Temple, Pall Mall.

Silleri, May 21.

OUR letter. Madam, to Mifs Fermor,

which, by an accident, was firft read by me, has

removed the veil which love had placed before

mine eyes, anJ (hewed me, in one moment, the

folly of all thofe dear hopes I had indulged.

. Y6u

<iM
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You do me but jullice in believing me incapable

of fufFering. your brother to facrifice the peace,

much lefs the life of an amiable mother, to my
happinefs; I have no doubt of his returning to

England the moment he receives your letters; but,

knowing his tcndernefs, I will not expofe him to

a druggie on this occafion : I will myfelf, unknown
to him, as he is fortunately abfent, embark in a

ihip which has wintered here, and will leave .Que-

bec in the ten days.

Your invitation is very obliging; but a mo-
ment's refledion wi'l convince you of the extreme

impropriety of my accepting it.

Aflure Mrs. Rivers, that her fon will not Idfe a

moment, that he will probably be with her as foon

as this letter ; affure her alfo, that the wt>man who
has kept him from her, can never forgive hcrfelf

for what (he fufTers.

I am too much afflicted to fay more^ than that

I am. Madam,

Emily Montague.

LETTER CXLIII.

To Mifs Montague, at Silleri.

Montreal, May £0.

T is with pljafure no words can exprefs I tell

my fwect Emily, I have fixed on a fituation which
promifes every advantage we can wifh as to profit,

and which has every beauty that nature can give.

The

I
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The land is rich, and the wood will more than

pay the expence of clearing it ; there is a fettle-

ment within a few leagues, on which there is an

extremely agreeable family: a number of Aca-

dians have applied tome to be received as fettlers

:

in fliort, my dear angel, all feems to fmile on our

defign.

I have (pent fome days at the houfc of a Ger-

man officer, lately in our fervice, who is engaged

in the fame defign, but a little advanced in it. I

have feen him increafing every hour his li.Ie do-

main, by clearing the lands ; he has built a pretty

houfe in a beautiful ruilic ftyle : I have feen his

plcafing labours with inconceivable delight. I al-

ready fancy my own fettlement advancing in beau-

ty : I paint to myfelf my Emily adorning thofe

lovely (hade? ; I fee her, like the mother of man-
kind, admiring a new creation which fmiles around

her : we appear, to m^ idea, like the firfl pair in

paradife.

I hope to be with you the ift of June : will you

allow me to fet down the 2d as the day which is to

affure to me a life of happinefs ?

My Acadians, your new fubjefts, are waiting

in the next room to fpeak with me.

All good angels guard my Emily

!

Adieu! your

Ed. Rivers.

L E T-

.111'

Lrf,
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LETTER CXLIV.

To Mrs. Temple, Pall Mall.

E
Sillerl, May 24.

M I L Y has wrote to you, and appears

more compofed ; (lie does not however tell me
what flie has rcfolved ; flie has only mentioned a

defign of fpending a week at Quebec, t fuppofe

fhe will take no refolution till your brother comes

down : he cannot be here in lefs than ten days-

She has heard from him, and he has fixed on a

fettlement : depend however on his return to Eng-

land, even if it is not to ftay. I wifh he could

prevail on Mrs. Rivers to accompany him back.

The advantages of his defign are too great to lofe;

the voyage is nothing ; the climate healthy be-

yond all conception.

I fancy he will marry as foon as he comes down
from Montreal, fet off in the firft (hip for Erg-
land, leave Emily with me, and return to us

next year : at Icaft, this is the plan my heart has

formed.

I with Mrs. Rivers had borne his abfcncc better

;

her impatience to fee him has broken in on all our

fchemes ; Emily and I had in fancy formed a little

Eden on Lake Champlain ; Fitzgerald had promif-

ed me to* apply for lands near them ; we (hould

have been fo happy in our little new world of

friendfliip.

There is nothing certain in this vile ftate of cx-

iftence : I co. Id philofophize extremely well thii

morning.

All

I

M
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EMILY MONTAGUE.
All our little plans of

43

amufement too for this

11 fummcr are now at an end: your brother was the

foul of all our parties. This is a trifle, but my
mind to-day feeks for every fubje<5l of chagrin.

Let but my lunily be happy, and I will not

complain, even if I lofe her : 1 have a thoufand

fears, a thoufand uneafy refle£tions : if you knew
her merit, you would not wifti to break the attach-

ment.

My fwctt Emily is going this morning to Qiie-

bee ; I have promifed to accompany her, and ftie

now waits for me.

I cannot write : I have a heavinefs about my
heart, which has never left me fince I read your

letter. 'Tis the ojy difagreeable one I ever re-

ceived from my dear Lucy ; I am not fure I love

you fo well as before I faw this letter. There is

fomething unfeeling in the ftyle of it, which I did

not cxped from you.

Adieu ! your faithful

A* Fermor.

• .ife

LETTER CXLV.

To Mrs. Temple, Pall Mall.

Silleri, May 25.

A A M unhappy beyond all words ; my Tweet

Emily is gone to England ; the (hip failed this

morning : I am juft returned from the beach, after

conducting her on board.

lufed

" f

I
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I ufed every art, every pcrfuafion, in the power

of fricndlhi hci till bro-to prevent

ther came down : but all I faid was in vain. She

told me, ** (he knew too well her own weaknefs

to hazard feeing him ; that fhe alfo knew his ten-
[ J

Levi, 1

dernefs, and was refolved to fpare him the ftruggle

between his affeftion and his duty ; that (he was

determined never to marry him but with the con-

fent of his mother: that their meeting at Quebec,

fituated as they were, could only be the fource of

unhappinefs to both ; that her heart doated on him,

but that (he would never be the caufe of his afting

in a manner unworthy his charafler : that (he

would fee his family the moment (he got to Lon-

don, and then retire to the houfe of a relation in

Berkfhire, wliere flie would wait for his arrival.

** That fhe had given you her promife, which

nothing (hould make her breaks to embark in the

firftfhip for England."

She exprefTed no fears for herfelf as to the voy-

age, but trembled at the idea of her Rivers's

danger.

She fat down fevcral times yefterday to write to

him, but her tears prevented her ; (he at laft af-

fumed courage enough to tell him her defign ; but

it was in fuch terms as convinced me (he could not

have purfued it, had he been here.

She went to the (hip with an appearance of

calmnefs that afloni(hed me ; but the moment (he

entered, all her refolution forfook her : (he retired

with me to her room, where flie gave way to all

the agony of her foul.

The word was given to fail ; I was fummoned
away ; (he rofe haftily, (he preffed me to her bo-

fom, « Tell him, faid (he, his Emily'' (lie

more.

I

fay

Nevci
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Never in my life did I feel any forrow equal-to

this reparation. Love her, my Lucy ; you can

never have half the tendernefs for her Ihe merits.

She flood on the deck till the fhip turned Point

Levi, her eyes fixed pafllonately on our boat.

Twelve o'clock.

I have this moment a letter from your brother

to Emily, which fhe direfiled me to open, and

fend to her ; I inclofe it to you, as the fafeft way
of conveyance : there is one in it from Temple to

him, on the fame fubje^ with yours to me.
Adieu ! I will write again when my mind is

more compofcd.

Yours,

A. Fermor.

LETTER CXLVI.

,
To Mifs Montague, at Silleri.

:• Montreal, May 28,

X T was my wi(h, ^ny hope, my noblcft ambiti-

on, my dear Emily, to fee you in a fitiiation

worthy of you ; my fanguine temper flattered me
with the idea of feeing this wifli accomplilhed in

Canada, though fortune I'snied it me in Knglmd.
The letter which I inclofe has put an end to

thofe fond delufive hopes : I mufl: return immedi-
ately to England ; did not my own heart dictate this

ftep, I know too we!! the goodnefs of yours, to

cxpe6: the continuance of your eftecni, were I

capable

''
I
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capable of purchafing happinefs, even the happi-

nefs of calling you mine, at the cxpcnce of my
mother's life, or even of her quiet.

I muft now fubmit to fee my Emily in an hum-
bler fituation ; to fee her want thofe pleafures,

thofe advantages, thofe honors, which fortune gives,

and which (he has fo nobly facrificed to true deli-

cacy of mind, and, if I do not flatter myfelf, to her

generous and difinterefted affe£tion for me.
Be aflured, mydeareft angel, the inconvenien-

cies attendant on a narrow fortune, the only ©nc
1 have to offer, fhall be foftened by all which the

moft lively efteem, the moft perfefl friendfliip,

the tendered love, can infpire ; by the attention,

that unwearied folicitude to pleafe, of which the

heart alone knows the value.

Fortune has no power over minds like ours ; we
poflfefs a treafure to which all (he has to give is

nothing, the dear exquifite delight of loving, and

of being beloved.

Awake to all the finer feelings of tender ef-

teem and elegant defire, we have every real good

in each other.

I fhall hurry down, the moment I have fettled

my affairs here ; and hope foon to have the tranf-

port of prefenting the moft charming of friends, of

Miiftrefles, allow mc to add, ot wives 10 a mother,

whom I love and revere beyond words, and to

whom fhe will be dearer than myfelf.

My going to England will detain mc at Mon-
treal a few days longer than 1 intended ; a delay 1

very ill fupport.

Adieu, my Emily I no language can exprefs my
tendernefs or my impatience.

Your f.iithful

Ed. Rivfrs.

L E T-

I
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ver

themi

I
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LETTER CXLVII.

To John Temple, Efq. Pall Mall.

• Montreal, May 28.

CANNOT enougli, my dear Temple, thank

you for your laft, though it deftroys my air-

built fcheme of happinefs.

Could 1 have fuppofed my mother would thus

feverely have felt my abfencc, I had never left

England ; to make her eafier, was my only motive

for that ftcp.

1 with pleafure facrifice my defign of fettling

hereto her peace of mind; no confideration, how-
ever, (hall ever make me give up that of marrying

the bed and moft charming of women.

I could have wiflic I to have had a fortune wor-

thy of her ; this was nry wifh, not that of my
Emily ; (he will with equal pleafure (hare with

me poverty or riches : I hope her confent to marry

me before I leave Canada. I know the advantages

of affluence, my dear Temple, and am too reafon-

able to defpife them ; I would only avoid rating

them abfeve their worth.

Riches undoubtedly purchafe a variety of plea-

fures, which are not otherwife to be obtained ;

they give power, they give honors, they give con-

fequence ; but if, to enjoy thefe fubordinate goods,

we muft give up thofe which are more effential,

more real, more fuited to our natures, I can ne-

ver hefitate one moment to determine between

them.

I know nothing fortune has to beflow, which

can equal the tranfport of being dear to the moft

amiable, moft lovely of womankind.

The

H^Ti fi'

'
'

I
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The ftream of life, my dear Temple, ftagnates

without the gentle gale of love ; till I knew my
Emily, till the dear moment which aflured

me of her. tendernefs^ I could fcarce Jje faid to

live. ,

Adieu f Your afFeQionate

Ed. Rivers.

LETTER CXLVIII.

To Mrs. Temple, Pall Mall.

I

Silleri, June i

.

CAN write, I can talk, of nothing but Emily ;

I never knew how much I loved her till (he was

gone : I run eagerly to every place where we have

been together ; every fpot reminds me of her ; 1

remember a thoufand converfations, endeared by

confidence and afFe£tion : a tender tear ftarts in

fpiie of me : our walks, our airings, our pleafing

little parties, all ru(h at once on my momory : I

fee the fame lovely fcenes around me, but they

have loft half their power of pleafing.

I vifit every grove, every thicket, that (he

loved ; I have a redoubled fondnefs for every obje£t

in which fhte took pleafure.

Fitzgerald indulges me in this enthufiafm of

friendfhip ; he leads me to every place which can

recall my Emily's idea ; he fpeaks of her with a

warmth which Ihews the fenfibility and goodnefs

of his own heart ; he endeavours to footh me by

the molt endearing attention.

What
1

'('
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What infinite pleafure, my dear Lucy, there

is in being truly beloved I Fond as I have ever

been of general admiration, that of all mankind is

nothing to the lead mark of Fitzgerald's tendernefs.

Adieu ! it will be feme days before I can fend

this letter. , :

'

'

June 4.

The governor gives a b^ii in honor of the day
-;

I am drelTing to go, but without my fweet compa-

nion : every hour 1 feel more fenfibly her abfence*

5th.

Wc had laft night, during the ball, the moft

dreadful ftorm I ever heard ; it feemed to (hake

the whole habitable globe.

Heaven prefcrve my Emily from its fary : I

have a. thoufand fears on her account.

Twelve o'Clock.

Your brother 4* arrived; he has been hert

about an hcfur : he flew t*o Silleri, without going

at all to Quebec ; he enquired for Emily ; he

would not believe fhe was gone.

There is no exprefling how much he was {hock-

ed when convinced (he had taken tHfis voyage with*

out him ; he would have followed her in an open
boat, in hopes of overtaking her at Coudre, if my
father had not detained him almoft by force, and at

laft convinced him ofthe impofTibility ofovertaking

her, as the winds, having been condantly fair,mvft

before this have carried them out of the river.

He has fent his fervant to Quebec, with ojderi

to take paflTage for him in the firft (hip that i^ils

;

his impatience is not to be defcribed.

i - \

Vol. m. He
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He came down in the hope of marrying her

here, and conducting herfelf to England ; he

forms to himfelf a thoufand dangers to her, which

he fondly fancies his prefence could have averted

:

in (hort, he has all the unreafonabienefs of a man
in love.

' /
I propofe fending this, and a large packet more,

by your brother, unlefs fome unexpefted opportu-

nity offers before.

* Adieu! my dear ! * '

1 1

Yours,

.
A. PermOR.

i • .. »

,

(LETTER CXLIX.

To Mrs. Temple, Pall Mall.

Y,
'f t \ 6th.

OUR brother has taken his paflage in a

very fine fliip, which will fail the loth ; you

may expert him every hour after you receive this ;

which I fend, with what I wrote yefterday, by a

fmall veflel which fails a week fooner than was in-

tended, r-.- >
.

RKvers perfuades Fitzgerald to apply for the

lands which be had fixed upon on Lake Champ-
Itin, as he has no thoughts of ever returning

either. ,, , .- ; . ,; m

I will prevent this, however, if 1 have any in-

fluence: I cannot think with patience of continu-

ing in America, when my two amiable friends

havv left it ; I had no motive for wilhing for a

fcttlement
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fcttlemcnt here, but to form a little fociety of

friends, of which they made the principal part.

Befides, the fpirit of emulation would have kept

up my courage, and given fire and brilliancy to

my fancy.

Emily and I ftiould have been trying who had

the moft lively geiiius at creation ; who could have

produced the faireft flowers ; who have formed the

woods and rocks into the moft beautiful arbors,

viftoes, grottoes ; have taught the ftrcanis to flow

in the moft plcafing meanders ; have brought into

view the greateft number and variety of thofe lovely

little falls of water with which this fairy land

abounds ; and ftiewed nature in the faireft form.

In (hort, we fliould have been continually en-

deavouring, following the luxuriancy of female

imagination, to render more charming the fwect

abodes of love and friendfliip ; whilft our heroes,

changing their fwords into plough-ftiares, and en-

gaged in more fubftantial, more profitable labors,

were clearing land, raifing cattle and corn, and

doing every thing becoming good farmers ; or, to

cxprefs it more poetically,

" Taming the Genius of the ftubborn plain,

" Almoft as quickly as they conquer'd Spain :*'

By which I would be underftood to mean the

llavannah, where, vanity apart, I am told both of

them did their duty, and a little more, if a man
can in fuch a cafe be faid to do more.

In one word, they would have been ftudyingthe

iifeful to fupport us : we the agreeable, to pleafe

and amufe them ; which I take to be afllgning to

the two fexes the employments for which nature

intended them, notwithftanding the vile example
of the favages to the contrary. .

* Da There

1

^'1
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There are now no farmerefles in Canada worth

my contending' with ; therefore the whole pleafure

of the thing would be at an end, even on the fup-

pofition that friendfhip had not been the foul of our

defign.

Say every thing for me to Temple and Mrs.

Rivers ; and to my dear Emily, if arrived. . j

Adieu ! your faithful

A. Fermor.

W. !'i

Rij. (

1;

i
|!('!'i'*

LETTER CL.

To the Earl of

I

Silleri, June 6, 1 767.

T is very true, my Lord, that the Jefuit mifli-

onaries dill continue in the Indian villages in

Canada ; and I am afraid it is no lefs true, that

they ufe every art to inftil into thofe people an

^verfion to the Englilh ; at l^aft I have been told

this by the Indians themfelves, who feem equally

furprized and piqued that we do not fend miilion-

aries amongfl: them.

Their ideas of chriftianity are extremely cir-

cumfcribed, and they give no preference to one

mode of our faith above another ; they regard a

mifllonary of any nation as a kind father, who comes

to in{lru£tthem inthebeft way of worftiipping the

Deity, whom they fuppofe more propitious to the

Europeans than to themfelves ; and as an ambafTa-

dor from the prince whofe fubje£l: he is : they

therefore think it a mark of honor, and a proof of

efleem, to receive miffionaries ; and to our remiff-

nefs, and the French wife attention on this head,

ii
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is owing the extreme attachment the greater

part of the favage nations have ever had to the

latter.

The French miflionarirs, by ftudying their

language, their manners, it.cir tempers, their dif-

pofilions ; by conforming to their way ofHfe, and

ufing every art to gain their efteem, have acquired

nn influence over them which is fcarce to be con-

ceived ; nor would it be difficult for ours to do the

fame, were they judicioufly chofe, and piopcrly

encouraged

I believe I have faid, that there is a ftriking re-

femtylance between the manners of the Canadians

and the favages ; I ifhould have explained it, by

adding, that this refemblance has been brought

about not by the French having won the favages

to receive European manners, but by the very con*

ti'ary ; the peafants having acquired the fliv:ige

indolence in peace, their a£tivity and ferocity in

war ; their fondnefs for field fports, their haired

of labor ; their love of a wandering life, and of

liberty ; in the latter of which they have been in

feme degree indulged, the laws h^re being much
milder, and moie favourable tothe people, than in

France.

Many of the officers alfo, and thofi? of rank in

the colony troops, have been adopied into the fa-

vaze tribes ; and there is ftronger evidence than,

for the honor of humanity, I would v/ifh there

was, that fome of them have led the death dance

at the execution of Englifh captives, have even

partook the horrid repafl, and imitated them in all

their cruelties ; cruelties, which to the eternal

difgrace, not only of our holy religion, but even

of our nature, thcfe poor people, vvho fe ignorance

is their excufe, have been inftigated to, both by

• the

,'
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ii;'

ill,

the French and Englifh colonics, who, with a

fury truly diabolical, have offered rewards to thofe

who brought in the fcalps of their enemies.

Roufleau has taken great pains to prove that the

moft uncultivated nations are the mod virtuous :

I have all due refpe6t for this phi)ofopher,of whofe

writings I am an enthufiaftic admirer ; but I have

a ftill greater refpefl for truth, which I believe is

not in this inftance onjiisfjde.

There is little reafon to boaft of the virtues of

a people, who are fuch brutal flaves to their ap-

petites, as to be unable to avoid drinking brandy

to an excefs fcarce to be conceived, whenever it

falls in their way, though eternally lamenting the

murders and other atrocious crimes of which they

are fo perpetually guilty when under its influence.

It is unjuft to fay we liave corrupted them,

that we have taught them a vice to which we are

ourffclves not indited ; both French and Englifh

»re its general fober ; we have indeed given them
the means of intoxication, whicji they had not be-

fore their intercourfe with u^ ; but he muft be

indeed fond of praifing them, who makes a virtue

of their having been fober, when water was the

only liquor with which they were acquainted.

From all that I have obfervcd, and heard of

thefe people, it appears to me an undoubted f&6k,

that the moft civilized Indian nations are the moft

virtuous ; a *fa£l which makes dire6lly againft

Rouffeau's ideal fyftem

Indeed all fyftems make againft, inftead of lead-

ing to the difcovery of truth.

Pere La6tau has, for this reafon, in his very

learned comparifon ot the manners of the favagcs

with thofe of the firft ages, given a very imperfe6t

account of Indian manners : he is even fo candid

as
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as to own, he tells you nothing but what makes

for the fyftem he is endeavouring to eilablilh.

My wifh, on the contrary, is not to make truth

fiiblei vicnt to any favourite fentinient or idea, any

child of my fancy ; but to difcover it, whether

agreeable or not, to my own opinion.

My accounts may therefore be falfc or imperfe6fc

from miftake or mifinformation, but will never be

defignedly warped from truth.

That the favages have virtues, candor mud
own ; but only a love of paradov can make any

man affcrt ihey have more than polillied nations.

Your Lordfhip afks me what is the general cha-

racter of the Canadians ; they are fimple andhof-

pitable, yet extremely attentive to intereft, whc:re

it doe^ not interfere with that lazinefs which i»

their governing paiTion. '
'

' They are rather devout than virtuous, have re-

ligion without morality, and a fenfe of honor with-

out very ftrid honefty. ; ;

Indeed I believe, wherever fuperflitlon reigns,

the moral fenfe is greatly weakened ; the ilrongeft

inducement to the pra£lice of morality is removed,

when people are brought to believe that a lew out-

ward ceremonies will compenfate for the want of

virtue.

I myfelf heard a mm, who had raifeJ a large

fortune by very indire^^ means, confef^ his life had
been contrary to every precept of the Gofpel ; but

that he hoped the pardon of Heaven for all his fins,

as he intended to devote one of his daughters to a

conventual life as an expiation.

This way of being virtuous by proxy, is cer-

tainly very eafy and convenient to fuch fmners as

have children to facrifice. • ''a

i:
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By Colonel Rivers, who leaves us in a few days,

I intend myfclf the honor of addrefilng your Lord-
(liip again.

I have the honour to be,

Your Lordihip's, <kc,

William Fermor.

d

L E T T E R
To the Earl of

-

CLI.

Y.
Silleri, June 9.

OUR Lord(hip will receive this from the

hands of one of the moft worthy and ak..lable

men I ever kncv/. Colonel Rivers, whom I am
particularly happy in having the honor to introduce

to your l.oidfl-iip, as I know your delicacy in the

choice of friends, and that there are fo few who
have your perfect efleem and confidence, that the

acquaintance of one who merits both, at this time

of life, will be regarded, even by your Lordfhip,

as an acquifition.

*Tis to him I fhall fay the advantage I procure

him, by making him known to a nobieman, who,
with the wifdom and experience of age, has all the

warmth of heart, the generofity, the noble confi-

dence, the enthufrafni, the fire, and vivacity of

youth.

Your Lordfliip's idea, in regard to Proteftant

convents here, on the footing of that we vifited

at Hamburgh, is extremely worth the confideration

of thofe whom it may concern ; efpecially if the

Romifh ones are abolilhed, as will moft probably

be the cafe.

The
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The noblefle have numerous families, and, if

there are no convents, will h^ffi^t a lofs where to

educate their daughters, as well as where to dif-

po''e of thofe who do not marry in a reafonable

time ; the convenience they find in both refpe^ls

from thefe houfes, is one rtrong motive to them

to continue in their ancient religion.

As 1 would however prevent the more ufeful,

by which I mean the lower, part of their fex from

entering into this ftate, I would with only the

dcjghters of the feigneurs to have the privilege of

becoming nuns : they fhould be obliged on taking

the vow, to prove their noblefle for at leaft three

generations, which would fecure them refpe6t,

and at the lame time, prevent their becoming too

numerous.

They (hould take the vow of obedience, but not

of celibacy ; and referve the power, as at Hamburgh,
of going out to marry, though on no other confi-

deration.

Your Lordihip may remember, every nun at

Hamburgh has a right of marrying, except the

abbefs ; and that, on your Lordfliip's telling the

lady who then prefided, and who was young and
very handfome, you thought this a hardfliip, (he

anfwered with great fpirit, " O, my Lord, you
** know it ia in my power to refign."

1 refer your Lordfhip to Colonel Rivers for

farther information in regard to this colony, which
he is much more able to give you than I am, hav-
ing vifited every part of Canada in the defign of

fettling in it.*

I have the honor to be.

My Lord, &c,

Wm. Fermor.
D 5 Yoiir

i
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Your Lordftiip's mention of nuns has brought

to memory a little anecdote on this fubjeft, which

I will lell you.

Iwas, a few mornings ago, vifiting a French

lady, whofe very handfome daughter, of almoft

fixteen, fid mc (he was going into a convent. I

enquired which (he had made choice of ; (he faid,

«« The General Hofpital."

** 1 am glad, Mademoifelle, you have not chofe
** the Urfulines ; the rules .ire fo very fevere, you
•* would have found them hard to conform to."

" As to the rules. Sir, I have no objeftion to

«* their feverity ; but the habit of the General
" Hofpital—"

I fmiled.

" Is fo very light
—

"

** And fo be'^oming, Mademoifelle."

She fmiled in her turn, and I left her, fully con-

vinced of the fmcerity of her vocation, and the

great property and humanity of fuflfering young

creatures to chufe a kind of lif^ fo repugnant to

human nature, at ai> age when they are fuch ex-

cellent judges of what will make them happy.

LETTER CLil.

To Mrs. Temple, Pall Mall.

Silleri, Jvine 9.

1 SEND this by your brother, who fails to-

morrow. •

Time, I hope, will reconcile me to his and
Emily's abfencc ; but at prcfent I cannot think of

lofing
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lofing them without a dejection oH mind which

takes from me the very idea of pleafure.

1 conjure you, my dear Lucy, to do every thing

poflible to facihtate their union ; and remember,

that to your requeft, and ta.Mrs. Rivers's tranquil-

lity, they have facrificed every profpeCt they had

of happinefs.

I would fay more ; but my fpirits are fo affected,

I am incapable of writing.

Love my fweet Emily, and let her not repent

the generofity of her conduct.

Adieu I ycur afFedionate

A. Fermor.

LETTER CLIII.

To Mrs. Temple, Pall Mall.

Silleri, June lo, Evening.

JVlY poor Rivers I I think 1 felt more from his

going than even from Emily's: whilft he was

here, I feemed not quite to have loft her : I now
feel doubly the lofs of both.

Ho begged me to (hew attention to Madame
Des Roches, who he aflured me merited my ten-

dereft fricndlhip ; he wrote to her, and has left the

letter open in my care: it is to thank her, in the

moft afFeftionate terms, for her politenefs and friend-

fhip, as well to himfelf as to his Emily ; and to of-

fer her his beft fervices in England in regard to her

eftate, part of which fome people here have very

ungeneroufly applied for a grant of, on pretence

of
I.' J. '

'

.
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of its not being all fettled according to the original

conditions.

He Qw».ed to me, he felt fonne regret at leaving

this amiable woman in Canada, and at the idea of

never feeing her more.

I love him for this fenfibility ; and for his de-

licate attention to one whofe diiintereftcd afFe6kion

for him mod certainly deferves it.

Fit/.gerald is below, he does all polTiblc to con-

fole me for the lofs of my fi lends; but indeed^

Lucy, I feel their abfenccmoft feverely.

I have an opportunity of fending your brother's

ct ter to Madame Des Roches, which I muft not

of e, as they are not very frequent : 'tis by a French
gentleman, who is now with my father.

Adieu ! your faithful

A. Fermor.

»•r '•!!'

m
t

I':

Twelve at night.

We have been talking of your brother ; I have

been faying, there is nothing 1 fo much admire in

him as that tendernefs of foul, and almoft female

fenfibility, which is fo uncommon in a fex, whofe

whole education tends to harden their hearts.

Fitzgerald admires his fpirit, his underftanding,

his gcnerofity, his courage, the warmth of his

friend(hip.

My father his knowledge of the world ; not

that indifcriminate fufpicion of mankind which is

falfely fo called; but that cleamefs of mental fight,

and difcerning faculty, which can diftinguifli virtue

as well as vice, wherever it refides.

** I alfo love in him," faid my father, " that

'* noble fincerity, that integrity of chara£ter, which
" is the foundation of all the virtues."

** And
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»* And yet, my dear papa, you would have had
** r'mily prefer to him, that white curdofaffes milk,

" Sir George Clayton, whofe higheft claim to

<< virtue is the conditutional abfencc of vice, and
" who never knew what it was to feel for the

•* forrows of another."

" You "miftake. Bell: fuch a preference was
*< impoflible ; but (he was engaged to Sir George ;

** and he had alfo a fine fortune. Now, in thefc

<* degenerate days, my dear, people muft eat ; we
«* have loft all tafte for the airy food of romances,
** when ladies rode behind their enamored knights,

dined luxurioufly on a banquet of haws, and

quenched their thirft at the firft ftream."

" But, my dear papa—" ; .

" But, my dear Bell—"
I faw the fweet old man look angry, fo chofc

to drop the fubje6t ; but I do aver, now he is out

of fight, that haws and a pillion, with fuch a noble

fellow as your brother, are preferable to ortolans

and a coach and fix, with fuch a piece of ftilUlife

and infipidity as Sir George.

Good night I my dear Lucy.

((

((

:\
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all his plcafing profpeds here, and the happinefs of
being united to the woman he loved.

You will not, I hope, my dear, forget his hav-
ing made fuch a fagrifice : but I think too highly

of you to fay more on this fubje6k. You will re-

ceive Emily as a friend, as a fifter, who merits all

your efteem and tendernefs, and who has loft all the

advantaf^es of fortune, and incurred the cenfureof

the world, by her difinterefted attachment to your
brother.

I am extremely forry, but not furprifed, at

what you tell me of poor Lady H— •. I knew
her intimately ; Ihe was facrificed at eighteen, by
the avarice and ambition of her parents, to age,

difeafe, ill- nature, and ?. coronet ; and her death is

the natural confequence of her regret : (he had a

foul formed for friendlhip; (he found it not at home;
her elegance of mind, and native probity, prevent-

ed her feeking it abroad ; (he died a melancholy

vi£^im to the tyrany of her friends, the tendernefs

of her heart, and her delicate fenfe of honor.

If her father has any of the feelings of humanity

left, what muft he not fufFer on this occafion ?

It is a painful confidcratlon, my dear, that the

happinefs or mifcry of our lives are generally de-

termined before we are proper judges of either.

Reftrained by cuftom, and the ridiculous preju-

dices of the world, we go with the crowd, and it

is late t fore we dare to think.

How happy are you and I, Lucy, in having pa-

rents, who far from forcing our inclinations, have

not even endeavoured to betray us into chufmg

from fordid motives! They have not labored to fill

our young hearts with vanity or avarice ; ihey have

left us thofe virtues, thofe amiable qualities, we
received, from nature. They have painted to us

the
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(he charms of friend(hip, and not taught us to va-

lue riches above their real price.

My father, indeed, checks a certain excefs of

romance which thfere is in my temper ; but, at the

fame time, he never encouraged my receiving the

addrefles of any man who had only the gifts of for-

tune to recommend him; he even advifed me,

when very young, againfl marrying an officer in

his regiment, of a large fortune,*but an unworthy

character.

If I have any knowledge of *the human heart, it

will be my own fault if I am not happy with

Fitzgerald.
"^

I am only afraid, that when we are married, and

begin to fettle into a calm, my volatile difpofition

will carry me back to coquetry : my pailion for

admiration is naturally ftrong, and has been increaf-

ed by indulgence; for without vanity I have been

extremely the tafte of the men.

I have a kind of idea it won't be long before I

try the ftrengih of my refolution, for I heard papa

and Fitzgerald in high confultaiibn this morning.

Do you know, that, having nobody to love but

Fitzgerald, I am ten times more enamored of the

dear creature than ever ? My love is now like the

rays of the fun collefled.

He is fo much here, 1 wonder I don't grow tired

of him ; but fomehow he has the art of varying

himfelf beyond any man I ever knew : it was that

agreeable variety of charader that firft flruck me;
1 confidered that with him I (hould have all the

fex in one ; he fays the fame of me ; and indeed^

it muft be owned, we have both an infinity of

agreeable caprice, which in love aflfairs is wofth
all the merit in the world.

Have

'-, 1
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town in England, except London ; the manner of

living here is uncommonly agreeable ; the fcenes

about us are lovely, and the mode of amufements

make us tafte thofe fcenes in full perfeflion.

Whilft your brother and Emily were here, I

had not a wifh to leave Canada ; but their going

has left a void in my heart, which will not eafily

be filled up ; I have loved Emily almofl from

childhood, and there is a peculiar tendernefs in

thofe friendlhips, which

" Qfow with our growth, and ftrengthen with
* ** our flrength."

There was alfo fomething romantic and agreea-

ble in finding her here, and unexpeftedly, after

we had been feparated by Colonel Montague's

having left the regiment in which my father

ferved.

In fhort, every thing concurred to make us dear

to each other, and therefore to give a greater poig-

nancy to the pain of parting a fecond time.

As to your brother, I love him fo much, that

a man who has lefs candor and generofity than

Fitzgerald, ^ would be always angry at my very

lively friendfliip.

I have this moment a letter from Madame Dei
Roches ; (he laments the lofs of our two amiable

friends ; begs me to aflure them both of her eter-

nal remembrance : fays, " fhe congratulates Emily
on pofTefling the heart of the man on earth moft

worthy of being beloved ; that Ihe cannot form

an idea of any human felicity equal to that of
** the woman, the bufinefs of whofe life it is

to make Colonel Rivers happy. That, heaven

having denied her that happinefs, {he will never

_.
** marry.

((
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marry, nor enter into, an engagement which
" would make it criminal in her to remember him
** with tendernefs : that it is, however, fhe be-
** lieves, beft for her be has left the country, tor

** that it is impofllbie iht (hould ever have (tan
** him with indiflFerence." ' > r-

It is perhaps as prudent not to mention thefc

circumftances either to yowr brorher or Emily j I

thought of fending her letter to them> bi:r there is

a certain fire in her ftile, mixed with tendernefs

when fhe fpeaks of Rivers, whi'^h would only have

given them both regiet, by making thera|fee the

excefs of her affe6tion for him; her expremons are

much flronger than thofe in which 1 have given

you the fcnfe of them.

I intend to be very intimate with her, becaufe

(he loves my dear Rivers ; (he loves Emily too,

at lead Ihe fancies fhe does, but I am a little doubt-

ful as to the friendfliips between rivals at this dif-

tance ; however, I dare fay, they will always con-

tinue on the beft terms poflible, and I would have

Emily write to her.

Do you know fhe has defired me to contrive fo

get her a pidure of your brother, without his

knowing it ? I am not determined whether I (hall

indulge her in this fancy or not ; if 1 do, I muft

employ you as my agent. It is madnefs in her to

defire it ; but, as there is a pleafure in being mad,

I am not fure my morality will let me refufe her,

ilncc plcafures are not very thick fown in this

world.

Adieu I

YourafFedionatc •v,

A. Termor.

LET-
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LETTER CLVI.

,., To Mrs. Temple, Pall Mall.

oilleri, June 10.

JjY this time, my dear Lucy, I hope you are

happy with your brother and my fweet Emily

:

I am all impatience to know this from yourfelvfs;

but it will be five or fix weeks, perhaps much
more, before I can have that iatis-fadion.

As to me— to be plain, my dear, I can hold no

longer ; I have been married this fortnight. My
father wanted to keep it a fecret for Jomc very

foolifh reafons ; but it is not in my nature ; I hate

fccrets, they are only fit for politicians, and peo-

ple whofe thoughts and anions will not bear the

light.
. ^

<
i

For my part, I am convinced the general loqua-

city of human kind, and our inability to keep fecrets

without a natural kind of uneafinefs, were meant

by Providence to guard againft our laying deep

fchcmes of treachery againft each other.

I remember a very fenfible man, who perfe6Hy

knew the world, ufed to fay, there was no fuch

thing in nature as a fecret ; a maxim as true, at

lead I believe fo, as it is falutary, and which I

would advife all good mammas, aunts, and gover-

nefTes, to imprefs ftrongly on the minds of young
ladies.

So, as I was faying, voiia Madame Fitzgerald !

Thisis, however, yet a fecret here ; but, accord-

ing to my prefent dodrine, and following the na-

ture of things, it cannot long continue fo.

You

e-':t

^1 %

-Ft

ii
\-

'^"

1: 1:

W



6S THK HISTORY OF
You never faw fo polite a hufband, but I fup-

pofe they are all fo the firft tortnight, efpecially

wlicp married in fo interefting and romantic a

ma.iner ; I am ver} fond o\ the fan^y of being

thus married as it were ; but I have a nation I

(hall blunder it out very foon : wc were married on

a party to Three Rivers, nobody v ith us but Papa

and Madame Villiers, v/ho have not yet publiflied

the myftery. I hear fome miflcs at Qiubec are

fcandalous about Fitzgerald's being fo much here
;

I will leave them in doubt a little, 1 think merely

to gratify their love of fcandal ; everybody fliould

be amufed in tbeir way.
I ^1

i

Adieu I yours, ' .
^

A, FiTZGfcRALD.

Pray let Emily be married j every body marries

but poor little Emily.

-», *'. I

LETTER CLVII.

To tbe Earl of H.<

• i- •
'*
'>• Silleri, July 20.

I H A V E the pleafure to tell your Lordlhip I

have married my daughter to a gentleman, with

whom I have reafon to hope (he will be happy.

He is the fecond fon of an Iriili baronet of good

fortune, and has himfelf about five hundred pounds

a year, independent of his commiflion ; he is a

man of excellent fenfe, and of honor, and has a

very lively tendernefs for my daughter. .
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It will, I am afraid, be fome time before I can

leave this country, as I chafe to take my daughter

and Mr. Fitzgerald with me, in order to the latter's

fo!icit)ng a majority, in which purfuit I ftiall with-

out fcruple tax your Lord{hip's friendftiip to the

utmoft.

I am extremely happy at this event, as Bell's

volatile temper made me fometimes afraid of her

chufing inconfiderately ; their marriage is not yet •

declared, for fome family reafons, not worth

particularizing to your Lordfliip.

As foon as leave of abfence comes from New
York, for me and Mr. Fitzgerald, we fliail fettle

things for taking leave of Canada, which I how-
ever affure your Lordfliip I fliall do with fome

relu£l:ance.

The climate is all the year agreeable and heal-

thy, in fummer divine ; a man at my time of life

cannot leave this chearing, enlivening fun without

reluctance ; the heat is very like that of Italy or

the South of France, without that oppreflive

clofenefs which generally attends our hot weather

in England.

The m?,nner of life here ischearful; we make
the moft of our fine fummers, by the pleafatueft

country parties you can imagine. Here are fome

very eftimable perfons, and the fpirir of urbanity

begins to difiFufe itfelf from the centre : in fhort, I

fliall leave Canada, at the very time when one

would wifli to come to it.

It is aftonifliing, in a fniall community like this,

how much depends on the perfonal charadter of

him who governs.

I .1
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w

!^|'

^t^-

M

'./
I am



"^Tisn

70 THE HISTORY OF
I am obliged to break off abruptly, the perfon

who takes this to England being going immedi-

ately on board. ^;
,

I have the honor to be,
J

,.,:,. ,

,^ My Lord, 'v/

Your Lordlhip's, &c.

• '
,

^
, .

' ' 1
* ' ' i .L' I . \ i ' , i

-, Wm. Fermor.
!-. >:

LETTER CLVIII. ^

To John Temple, Efq; Pall Mall, ^.

Siller i, July 13.

X AGREE with you, my dear Temple, that

nothing can be more pleafmg than an awakened

Englifliwoman ; of which you and my caro fpofa

have, I flatter myfelf, the happy experience ; and

wi(h with you that the charader was more com-
mon : but I muft own, and I am forry to own it,

that my fair countrywomen and fellow citizens (I

fpeak of the nation in general, and not of the ca-

pital) have an unbecoming kind of referve, which

prevents their beings agreeable companions, and

amiable wives, which nature meant them.

From a fear, and I think a prudiih one, of be-

ing thought too attentive to pleafe your fex, they

have acquired a certain diftant manner to men,

which borders on ill-breeding: they take great paine

to veil, under an a(Fe£ted appearance of difdain,

(hat winning fenfibiiity of heart, that delicate ten-

dernefs, which renders them doubly lovely.

They
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They ifraid towere atraid to own their friendihips, if

not according to the fquare and rule ; are doubtful

whether a modefl: woman may own (lie loves even

her hufband ; and feem to think affections were

given them for no purpofe but to hide.

Upon the whole, with at lead as good a native

right to charm as any women on the face of the

globe, the Englifli have found the happy fccret of

pleafmg lefs.

Is my Emily arrived ? I can fay nothing elfe.

Twelve oVt ck

I am the happiefl woman in the ere iioh

papa has juft told me, we are to go home '-
ii. or

feven weeks.

Not but this is a divine country, antl "^ur farm

a terreftrial paradife ; but we have live»_ lu it al-

mofl a year, and one grows tired of every thing

in time, you know. Temple.

I (hail fee my Emily, and flirt with Rivers ; to

fay nothing of you and my little Lucy. t

Adieu ! i am grown lazy fince I married ; for

the future, I (hall make Fitzgerald write all my
letters, except billetdoux, in which I think I ex-

cel him.
.

yi

' 'IM

Yours,

t *,
A. Fitzgerald. "m

1 ...;'!
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LETTER CLIX.

To Mifs Fermor, at Sillcri.

I

Dover, July 8.

A M this moment arrived, my dear Bell, after

a very agreeable paffage, and am fetting out im-

mediately for London, from whence I Ihall write

to you the moment I have feen Mrs. Rivers ; I

will own to you I tremble at the idea of this in-

terview, yet am refolved to fee her, and open all

my foul to her, in regard to her fon ; after which,

I ihall leave her the miftrefs of my deftiny ; for,

ardently as I love him, I will never marry him

but with her ?ipprobation.

I have a thoufand anxious fears for my Rivers'*

fafety : may heaven protect him from the dangeri

his Emily has efcaped 1

I have but a moment to write, a Ihip beinoj un-

der way, which is bound to Qyebec ; a gentleman,

who is juft' going off in a boat to the (hip, takes

the care of this.

May every happinefs attend my dear girl. Say

every thing afFefiionate' for me to Captain Fermor

and Mr. Fitzgerald. .

.'i
''". Adieu I Yours,

Emily Mqntagui.

# LET-

^1

<

I

not

Mr.

Tl
they

Mrs.
•J V.



t 'i

EMILY MONTAGUE. 73

LETTER CLX.

To Mifs Fermor, at Siller i.

London, July 19.

X G O T to town laft night, my dear, and nm
at a friend's, from whence 1 have this morning fent

to Mrs. Rivers ; I every moment expe£t her an-

fwer ; my anxiety of mind is not to be expiefled ;

my heart fmks ; I almoll dread the return of my
meflenger.

If the affedions, my dear friend, give us the

higheft happinefs of which we are capable, they

arc alfo the fource of our keenefl mifcry ; what I

feel at this inftant, is not to be defcribed : I have

been near refolving to go into the country with-

out feeing or fending to Mrs. Rivers. Ii fhe

ftiould receive me with coldnefs why (hould I

have expofed myfclf to the chance of fuch a re-

ception ? It would have been bet;<ir to have waited

for Rivers's arrival ; I have been too precipitate ;

my warmth of temper has mifled me : what had

I to do to feek his family ? I would give the

world to retraft my meflage^ though it was only

to let her know I was arrived ; that her fon was
well, and that (he might every hour expe£fc him in

England.

There is a rap at the door : I tremble I know
not why ; tlie fervant comes up, he announces

Mr. and Mrs. Temple : my heart beats, they

are at the door. • , .

One o'clock.

They are gone, and return for me in an hour

;

they infift on my dining with them, and tell me
Mrs. Rivers is impatient to fee me. Nothing was

Vol. III. E ever

i
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ever fo polite, fo delicate, fo alTeftir ate, as the

behaviour of both; tliey law mv c- "fufion, and
did every thing to remove it : tluv enquired af-

ter Kiveis, but without the leafl hu-.' of the dear

tntereft I take in him : they rp(.ke of the happinefs

of knowing me: they afVed my fiiendfhip, in a

manner the mod flattering that can be imagined.

How ftrongly does Mrs. Temple, my dear, re-

femble her amiable brother ! her eyes have the

fame fenfibility, the fame pleafing exprefllon ; I

think I fcarce ever faw fo charming a woman ; I

love her already ; I feel a tendernefs for her,

which is inconceivable ; I caught myfelf two or

three times looking at her with an attention for

which I blufhed.

How dear to me is every friend of my Rivers

!

I believe there was fomething very foolifli in

my behaviour ; but they had the good-breeding and

humanity not to obferve it.

I had almoft forgot to tell you, they faid every

thing obliging and aflFeftionate of you and Captain

Fermor. 'i • . « - * - j »^ •y>

My mind is in a ftate not to be' defcribed ; I

feci joy, I feel anxiety, I feel doubt, I feel a ti-

midity I cannot conquer, at the thought of feeing

Mrs. Rivers.

I havetodrefs ; therefore muft finifh this when

I return.

Twelve at night.

I am come back, my deareft Bell; I have gone

through the fcene I fo much dreaded, and am
aftonilhed I (hould ever think of it but with plea-

fure. How much did I injure this mod amiable

of women ! Her reception of me, was that of a

tender parent, who had found a long loft child ;

flie kiffed me, fhe prefled me to her bofom ; her

tears
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tears flowed in abuniUnce ; (he called mc her

daughter ; her other Laicy : flie alkcd mc a thou-

fand queftions of her fon ; fhc would know all

that concerned him, however minute! how lie

looked, whether he talked much of her, what

were his amufcments ; whether he was as Iiaiid-

fonie as when he left Fngiand.

I anfwered her with fome hcfitation, hut with

a pleafure that animated my whole foul ; I be-

lieve, 1 never appeared to fuch advantage as this

day.

You will not afcrlbe it to an unmR^nlng vant«.

tv, when I tell you, I never took fuch pains to

pleafe ; I even gave a partlculir atieniion to my
drefs, that I might, as much as poirible, juftify

my Rivers's tendernefs ; I never was vain for my-
felf; but lam fo for him; I am indifferent to

admiration as Emily Montague ; but as the obje£k

of his love, I would be admired by all the world ;

I wifh to be the firft of my fex in all that is amiable

and lovely, that I might make a faciifice worth of

my Rivers, in ihewing to all his freinds, that he

only can infpire me with tendernefs, ilut ! live for

him alone. . ,

Mrs. Rivers prefTed me extremely to pafs a

month with her ; my heart yielded too ealily to

her requeft ; but I had courage to refifl my own
wifhes, as well as her folicitations ; and fliall fct

out in hree days for BerklTiire : 1 have, however,

promift J to go wifh them to-morrow, on a party

to Richmond, which Mr. Temple was fo obliging

as to propofe on my account.

Late as the faafon is, there is one more (hip go-

ing to Quebec, which fails to-morrow.

. .
E 2
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You (hall hear from me again in a few days by

the packet. •

Adieu ! my dcareft friend !

Your faithful

Emily Montague.

Surely it will not be long before Rivers arrives

;

you, my dear Eell, will judge what niuft be

my anxiety till that moment.

LETTER CLXI.

To Captain Fermor, at Silleri.

Dover, July 24, eleven o'clock.

JL A M arrived, my dear friend, after a paflage

agreeable in itfelf; but which my fears for my
Emily matle infinitely anxious and painful : every

wind ihat blew, I trembled for her ; I formed to

myfelf ideal dangers on her account, which reafon

had not power to diflTipate.

We had a very tumultuous head fea a great

part of the voyage, though the wind was fair ; a

certain fign there had been ftormy weather with

a contrary wind. I fancied my Emily expofed to

thofe ftorms; there is no exprefllng what I fuffered

iVoirj this circumftance.

On entering the channel of England, we faw

an empty boat, and fome pieces of a vi'reck float-

ing ; I fancied it part of the fhip which conveyed

my lovely Emily \ a fudden chillnefs feized my
whole frame, my heart died within me at the

fight

:

i
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light : I had fcarcc courage, when I landed, to

enquire whether (lie was arrived.

I afked the queftion with a trembling voice, and

had the tranfport to find the fhip had pafled by,

and to hear the perfon of my Emily defcribed

amongft the paflengers who landed ; it was not

eafy to miftake her.

I hope to fee her this evening : what do I not

feel from that dear hope

!

Chance gives me an opportunity of forwarding

this by New York *, I write whilft my chaife. is

getting ready.

Adieu ! Yours,

hi

f!

'i

Ed. Rivers.

I ihall write to my dear little Bell as foon as

I get to town. There is no defcribing what I felt

at firft feeing the coaft of England : I faw the

white cliffs with a tranfport mixed with venera-

tion, a tranfport, which, however, was checked

by my fears for the deareft part of myfelf.

My chaife is at the door.

Adieu I

Your faithful, &c.

Ed. Rivers.

L E T-

ijf/
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LETTER CLXII.

ToMifsFERMOR, atSilleri.

! , ; i
Rochefler, July 24.

JL AM obliged to wait ten minutes for a Cana-
dian gentlenman who is with me, and has fome
letters to deliver here : how painful is this delay!

But I cannot leave a ftranger alone on the road, tho'

I lofe fo many minutes with my charming Emily.

To foften this moment as much as polTible, I

will begin a letter to my dear Bell: ourfweet Emily
is fafe ; I wrote to Captain Fermor this morning.

My heart is gay beyond words : my fellow

traveller is afloniihed at the beauty and riches of

England, from what he has feen of Kent : for

my part, I point out every fine profpeft, and am
(o proud of my country, that my whole foul

fecms to be t'ilated; for which perhaps there are

other reafons. The day is fine, the numerous herds

and flocks on the fide of the hills, the neatnefs of

the houfes, of the people, the appearance of plen-

ty. iill exhibit a ftene which muft ftrike one who
has been ufed only to the wild graces of nature.

Canada has beauties ; but they are of another

kind.

This unreafonable man ! he has no miftrefs to

fee in London ; he is not expe£ted by the mod
amiable of mothers, by a family he loves as I do

mine.

I will order another chaife, and leave my fer-

vant to aitend him.

He comes Adieu! my dear little Bell! at

this moment a gentleman is come into the inn

who is going to embark at Dover for New-York

;

i will fend this by him. Once more adieu I

Ed. Rivers.

LET-
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LETTER CLXIII.

To Mifs Fermor, at Silleri.

79

I

Clarges-Street, July 25.

A M the^only perfon here, my dear Bell, enough

corRpofed to tell you Rivers is arrived in town.

He {lopped in his pofl-chaife, at the end of the

llreet, and fent for me, that I might prepare my
mother to fee him, and prevent a furoiize which

might have iuirrled her fpirits too much.

I came back, and told her I had feen a gentle-

man, who had left him at Dover, and that he

would foon be here, he followed me in a few

minutes.

I am not painter enough to defcribe their meet-

ing ; though prepared, it was with difficulty we
kept my mother from fainting : (he prefled him
in her arms, fhe attempted to fpeak, her voice

faltered, tears ftole fofily down her cheeks : nor

was Rivers lefs affefiled, though in a different

manner ; I never faw him look fo handfome ; the

manly tenderncfs, the filial refpe£t, the lively joy,

that were expreiTed in his countenance, ?ave him
a +ook to which it is impniTible to dojuftice : he

hinted going down to Berkfhire to night ; but my
mother feemed fo hurt at the propofal, that he

wrote to Emilv, and told her his reafon for defer-

ring it till to-morrow, when we are all to go in

my coach, and hope to bring her back with us to

town. •

You Judge riphtly, my dear Bell, ihat they

were formed for each other ; never were two
minds fo fmiilar ; M^e mufl contrive fome method

of makiiig them happy : nothing but a too great

delicacy

IT
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delicacy in Rivers preventb their being fo to-mor-
row : were our fitiiations changed, 1 fliould not

hefitate a moment to let him make me fo.

Lucy has fent for me. Adieu !

Believe me,

Your faithful and devoted,

J. Temple.

be

h<

,Ji

U

tm.Em

k:x ; a
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LETTER CLXIV.

To Mifs Fermor, at Silleri.

Pall-Mall, July 29.

A M the happieft of human beings : my
Rivers is arrived, he is well, he loves me ; I am
dear to his family ; 1 fee him without reftraint ;

I am every hour more convinced of the excefs oi

his aJffe6lion ; his attention to me is inconceiva-

ble : his eyes every moment tell me, I am dearer

to him than life.

I am to be for fome time on a viCt to his fiftcr,

he is at Mrs. Rivers's, but we are always together :

we go down n'^xt week to Mr. Temple's, in

Rutland ; they only flayed in town, expe6fcing

Rivers's arrival., llis feat is within fix miles of

Rivers's Utile paternal eftate, which he fettled on

his mother when he left England ; (he prefies him
to refume it, but he peremptorily refufes : he infifts

on her continuing her houfe in town, and being

perfe£lly independent ; and mirtrefs of herfelf.

I love him a thoufand times more for this tender-

nefs i'o her ; though it difappoints my dear hope of

being
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being his. Did 1 think it poflible, my dear Bell,

he could have rifen higher in my efteem ?

If we are never united, if we always live as at

prefent, his tendernefs will dill make the delight of

my life ; to fee him, to hear that voice, to be his

friend, the confidante of all his purpofes, of all

his defigns, to hear the fentiments of that ge-

nerous, that exalted foul 1 would not give up
this delight, to be emprefs of the world.

My ideas of affeftion are perhaps uncommon
;

but they are not the lefs juft, nor the lefs in

nature.

A blind man may as well judge of colors as the

mafs of mankind of the fentiments of a truly ena-

moured heart.

The fenfual and the cold will equally con-

demn my affeQion as romantic: few minds, my
dear Bell, are capable of love ; they feel pafllon,

they feel efteem ; they even feel that mixture of

both which is the beft counterfeit of love; but of

that vivifying fire, that lively tendernefs which
hurries us out of ourfelves, they know nothing;

that tendernefs which makes us forget ourfelves,

u'hen the intereft, the happinefs, the hone of

him v\e love is concerned ; that tendernefs ich

renders the belovH object all that we fee the*

creation.

Yes, my Rivers, I live, I breathe, I eXiit, for

you alone ; be happy, and your Emily is

My dear friend, you know love, .jnd will

therefore bear with all the imperllnence of a ten-

der heart.

I hope you have by this time made 1' itzgerald

happy; he deferves you, amiable as you are, and
you cannot too foon convince him of your ..ffcc-

lion : you fcmetimes play cruelly with his tender-

t^.
'

I

^!'
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We are juft ietting ofFfor Temple's houfe in

Rutland.

Adieu

!

'
•

' '.' Your affeSionate,

J. ; : r

Ed. Rivers.

LETTER CLXVI.

To Captain Fermor, at Silleri.
i . i ...

•
' ; 1 I

, Temple -houfe, Aug. 4.

JL E N J O Y, my dear friend, In one of the

pleafanteA houfes, and moft agreeabs: fituations

imaginable, the lociety of the four penons in the

world moft dear to me ; I am in all refpc^ts as

much at home as if mallter of the family, without

the cares attending ihat ftation ; my wiihes, my
defires, are prevented by Temple's attention and
friendfhip, and my mother and fiiler's amiable

anxiety to oblige me ; I find an unfpeakable foft-

nefs in feeing my lovely Emily every moment, in

feeing her adored by my family, in feeing her

without reftraint, in being in the fame houfe, in

living in that eafy converfe which is born from
friendlhip alone : yet I am not happy.

It is that we lofc the prefent happinefs in the

purfuit of greater : 1 loo'.^ forward with impatience

to that moment which will make Emily mine;.
and the difficulties, which I fee on every fide ari-

fing, embiiter hours which would other\Vile be ex-

quifitely happy.

:i

,1 .,X » 'jf.

V «
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I !

The narrownefs of my fortune, which I fee in

a much flronger light in this land of luxury, and

the apparent impofllbility of placing the mod
charming of women in the ftation my heart

wiihes, give me anxieties which my rcafon cannot

conquer.

I cannot live without her, I flatter myfelf our

union is in fome degree neceflary to her happinefs

;

yet I dread bringing her into diftrefles, which lam
doubly obliged to prote6t her from, becaufe fhc

would with tranfport meet them ail, from ten-

dernefs to me.

I have nothing which I can call my own, but

my half-pay, and four thoufand pounds: I have

lived amongft the firfl: company in England ; all

my connexions have been rather fuited to my birth

than fortune. My mother prefles me to refume

my eftate, and let her live with us alternately ; but

againft this I am firmly determined ; fhe fhall

have her own houfe, and never change her manner
of living.

, Temple would (hare his eftate with me, if I

would allow him ; but I am too fond of indepen-

dence to accept favours of this kind even from him.

I have formed a thoufand fchemes, and as often

found them abortive ; I go to-morrow to fee our
little eftate, with my mother ; it is a private

party of our own, and nobody is in the fecret

;

I will there 'talk over every thing with

her.

My mind is at prefent in a ftate of confufion

not to be exprefled ; I muft determine on fome-
thing ; it is improper Emily ftiould continue long

with my fifter in her prefent fituation
; yet I can-

not live without her.

J have never alked about Emily's fortune ; but

I know
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on cannot

1 know it is a fmall one ; perhaps two thoufand

pounds ; I am pretty certain, no4 more.

We can live on little, but we rmift live in fomc

degree on a genteel footing : I cannot let Emily,

who refufed a coach and fix for me, pay vifits on

foot ; I will be content with a poft-chaifc, but

cannot with lefs ; I have a little, a very little pride,

for my Emily. '
•

I wilh it were poflible to prevail on my mother

to return with us to Canada : I could then recon-

cile my duty and happinefs, which at prefent feem

almoft incompatible.

Emily appears perfe£tly happy, and to look no
further than to the fituation in which we now are ;

fhe feems content with being my friend only,

without thinking of a nearer connexion ; I am
rather piqued at a compofure which has the air of

indifference ; why Ihould not her impatience

equal mine ?

The coach is at the door and my mother waits

for me.

Every happinefs attend my friend, and all con-

nected with him, in which number I hope I may
by this time, include Fitzgerald.

id
11

U i

Adieu

!

Your affefiionate

Ed. RivERis,

, if

LET-
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To Captain Fermor, at Silleri. '
>

I

"r I ) ' Aug. 6.

HAVE been taking nn exa6l furvey of the

houfe andcftate with my mother, in order to de-

termine on fome future plan of life.

'Tis inconceivable what I fell in returning to a

place fo dear to me, and which I had not feen for

many years. I ran haftily from one room to ano-

ther; I traverfed the garden with inexprefllble

eagernefs ; my eye devoured every obje£l ; there

was not a tree, flor a bulh, which did not revive

fome pleafing, fome loit idea. ,•
'

: ,, ,

I felt, to borrow a very pathetic expreflion of

Thompfon's,

'* A thoufand little tendernefles throb," ,.

on revlfitlng thole dear fcenes of infant t^appinefs

;

which were increafed by having with me that eili-

mable, that affeCiionate mother, to whofe indul-

gence all my happinefs had been owing.

But to return to the purpofe of our vifit : the

houfe is what mod people would think too large

for the eftate, even had I a right to call it my
own ; this is, however a fault, if it is one, which

I can eafily forgive.

There is furniture enough in it for my family,

including my mother ; it is unfafhionable, but feme
of it is very good : and 1 think Emily has ten-

dernefs enough forme to live with me in a houfe,

the furniture of which is not perfectly in tafle.

In

»;:r
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In Hioit, I know her mucli above having the

Highteft wifh of vanity, where it comes in com-
petition with love.

We can, as to the houle, live here commodioufly

enough ; and our only prefent confidcration if, on

what we are to live : a conficieration, however,

which, as lovers, I believe in ftridnefs we ought to

be much above

!

.
'

, n-
My mother ag:\in folicits me to refume thiseft^te;

and has propofed my making over to her my half-

pay inftead of it, though of much lefs value, which

with her own two hundred pounds a year, will, (he

fays, enable her to continue her houfe in town, a

point I am determined never to fuffer her to give

up ; becaufe (lie loves London ; and becaufe 1 in-

fift on her having her own houle to go to, if (he

Ihould ever chance to be difpleafed with ours.

I am inclined to like this propofal : Temple and

I will make a calculation ; and, if we find it will

anfwer every neceflary purpole to my mother, I

owe it to Emily to accept of it.

I endeavour to perfuade myfelf, that I am oblig-

ing my mother, by giving her an opportunity of

ill ewing her generofity, and of making me happy :

I have been in fpirits ever fmce (he mentioned it.

I have already projeded a million of improve-

ments; have taught new ftreams to flow, planted

ideal groves, and walked, fancy-led, in (hades of

my Okvn raifing.

The fituation of the houfe is enchanting ; and
with all my paflion for the favage luxuriance of

America, I begin to find my tafte return for the

more mild and regular charms of my native country.

We have no Chaudieres, no Montmorencis,

none

i h'.

'.' I

I

i

i
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none of thofc magnificent fcenes on which the

Canadians have a right to pride themfelves ; but

we excel them in the lovely, the fmiling ; in en-

amelled meadows, in waving corn-fieids, in gar-

dens the boaft of Europe; in every elegant art

which adorns and foftens human life ; in all the

riches and beauty which cultivation can give. '

I begin to think I may be bled in the pofleflion

of my Emily, without betraying her into a (late of

want ; we may, I begin to flatter myfelf, live with
decency, in retirement ; and, in my opinion, there

are a thoufand charms in retirement with thofe we
love.

.Upon the ^hole, I believe we (hall be able to

live, taking the word live in the fenfe of lovers, not

of the heau mondet who will never allow a little

country fquire of four hundred pounds a year to live.

Time may do more for us ; at lead I am of an
age and temper to encourage hope.

All here are perfefily yours.

. Adieu ! my dear friend,

' . r; ij ( r; Your afFedionate

Ed. Rivers.

.! >

'i

/: :'l\> :t.rr
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LETTER CLXVIII.

To Mrs. Temple, Pall Mall.

It '1 •':!f<^

Silleri, Aug. 6

H E leave of abfence for my father and Fitz-

gerald being come fome weeks fooner than we
expected, we propofe leaving Canada in five or

fix days.

1 am



EMILY MONTAGUE. «9

I am delighted with the idea of revifiting dear

England, and feeing friends whom I fo tenderly

love : yet I feel a regret, which I had no idea I

{hould have felt, at leaving the fcenes of a thoufand

pafl pleafures ; the murmuring rivulets to which

Emily and I have fat liftening, the fweet woods
wheffe' I have walked with my little circle of

friends : I have even a ftrong attachment to the

fcenes themfelves, which are infinitely lovely, and

fpeak the inimitable hand of nature which formed

them : I want to tranfport this fairy ground to

England.

I llgh when I pafs any particular charming fpot j

I feel a tendernefs beyond what inanimate objects

feem to merit.

I muft pay one more vifit to the naiads of

Montmorenci.

Eleven at night.

I am juft come from the general's aflfembly

;

where, I (hould have told you, I was this day fort-

night announced Madame Fitzgerald, to the great

mortification of two or three cats, who had very

fagacioufly determined, that Fizgerald had too

much underftanding ever to think of fuch a flirting,

coquetifh creature as a wife. _,_ f . v •

1 was grave at the affembly to-night, in fplte of

all the pains I took to be otherwife : 1 was hurt at

the idea it would probably be the lajl at which I

(hould be ; I felt a kind of concern at parting not

only with the few I loved, but with thofe who had
till to-night been indiflferent to me.

There is fomething affeCting in the idea of the

laji time of feeing even thofe perfons or places, for

which we have no particular affeStion.

I go to-morrow to take leave of the nuns, at the

Urfuline convent \ I fuppofe I (hall carry this me-
lancholy

4: ;.

,1 .
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lanchoiy idea with me there^ and be hurt at feeing

them toofor the lajl time. ': i : v . eO n iv

I pay vifits every day amongft the p^afants, who
are very fond of me. 1 talk to them of their farms,

give money to their children, and teach their wives

to be good hufwives : I am the idol of the country

people five miles round, who declare me the moft

amiable, moft generous woman in the world, and

think it a thoufand pities I (hould be damned.

Adieu ! fay every thing of me to my fwcet

friends if arrived.

. : , *:..., .:
7th> Eleven o'clock.

i have this moment a large packet of letters for

Emily from Mrs. Melmoth, which I intend to

take care af myfelf, as I hope to be in England

almoft as foon as this. . :tu^i> <i^

Oood morKOw \ \

! f^

•r;fj-n t

•! i ^'*

i I

Vours ev^r, &c.'
.I

A. Fitzgerald.

i

! wjt -a Three o'clock.

I aiTi juft come from vifiting the nuns ; they ex-

preffed great concern at my leaving Canada, and

promifed me their prayers on my voyage ; for

which proof of affedion, the' a good proteftant,

I thanked them very TTincerely.

l.wiflied exceedingly to have brought fome of

them away with me; my nur, as they call the

amiable girl I faw take the veil, paid me the flat-

tering tribute of a tear at parting ; her fine eyes had

a concern in them, which affeSed me extremely.

I was
ev-'?f •> ,.-,j.
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I was not lefs pleafed with the afTeftlon the latt

fuperior, my good old countrywoman, exprefled

for me, and her regret at feeing me /ir /i&r/<^

time.

Surely there is no pleafure on earth equal to that

of being beloved 1 I did notthink.1 had been fu.ch

« favourite in Canada : it is almoft a pity to leave

it ; perhaps nobody may love me in England.

Yes, I believe Fitzgerald will^ and I have a

pretty party enough of friends in your family.

Adieu 1 I (hall write a line the day we embark,

by another ihip, which may poflibly arrive before

us.
.

.

;! W

^M
i^r.

I
'111

LETTER CLXIX.
'

•
. 1 ~= V ' * " ' ••' I

»-'

.

T f
,

-

To Mrs. Temple, Pall Mall. .

Silleri, Aug. 11.

W E embark to-morrow, and hope to fee you
in lefs than a month, if this fine wind continues.

I am juft come from Montmorenci, where I

have been paying my devotions to the tutelary dei-

ties of the placey^r the laji time,

I had only Fitzgerald with me ; we vifited every

grotto on the lovely banks, where we dined ; kiffed

every flower, raifed a votive altar on the little

ifland, poured a libation of wine to the river god-

defs ; and, in fhort, did every thing which it be-

came good heathens to do.

We flayed till day-light began to decline, which,

with the idea of the laft tinier threw round us a

'.11 certain

Pill

^ Wk

hjia
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certain melancholy folemnlty ; a folemnity which

** Deepen'd the murmur of the falling floods,

'* And breath'd a browner horror on the

** woods." .
'

I have twenty things to do, and but a moment
to do them in. Adieu !

I am called down ; it is to Madame Des Roches

:

(he is very obliging to come thus far to fee me.

i2ih.

We go on board at one ; Madame Des Roches

•goes down with us as far as her eftate, where her

boar is to fetch her on (hore. She has made me a

prefent of a pair of extreme pretty bracelets ; has

ientjour brother an elegant fword-knot, and Emily

a very beautiful crofs of diamonds*

I don't believe (he would be forry if we were

to run away with her to England : I proteft I am
half inclined ; it is pity fuch a woman fhould be

hid all her life in the woods of Canada : befides,

one might convert her you know ; and, on a re-

ligious principle, a little deviation from rules is

allowable.

Your brother is an admirable miflionary amongft

unbelieving ladies : I really think I ihall carry her

ofF ; if it is only for the good of her foul.

I have but one objefkion ; if Fitzgerald (hould

take a fancy to prefer the tender to the lively, I

fhould be in fonje danger : there is fomething very

reducing in her eyes, I afTure you.

•|- ^- !

LET-
'•v^f*^
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a moment

To Mrs. Temple, Pall Mall.

Kamara(kas, Aug. 14.

XjY Madame Roches, who is going on fliore, I

write two or three lines, to tell you we have got

thus far, and have a fair wind ; (he will fend it

immediatelj to Quebec, to be put on board any

ihip going, that you may have the greater variety

of chances to hear of me.

There is a French lady on board, whofe fuper-

ftition bids fair to aitiufe us ; fhe has thrown half

her little ornaments overboard for a wind, and has

promifed I know not how many votive offerings of

the fame kind to St. Jofeph, the patron of Canada,
if we get fafe to land ; on which 1 ihall only ob-

ferve that there is nothing fo like ancient abfurdity

as modern : fhe has claflical authority for this man-
ner of playing the fool. Horace, when afraid on i

voyage, having, if my memory quotes fair, vowed

" His dank and dropping weeds
«' To the flern god of fea."

The boat is ready, and Madame Des Roches
going; 1 am very unwilling to part with her ; and
her prefent concern at leaving me would be very
flattering, if I did not think the remembrance of
your brother had the greateil fhare in it. ^

She has wrote four or five letters to him, fince

fhe came on board, very tender ones, I fancy, and
deftroyed them ; (he has at laft wrote a meer com-
plimentary kind of a card, only thanking him for

his

• 'II

-;'.
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his offers of fervice ; yet I fee it gives her pleafure

to write even this, however cold and formal ; be-

caufe addrelfed to him : (he afked me, if I thought

there was an impropriety in her writing to him,

and whether it would not be better to addrefs her-

felf to Emily. I fmiled at her fimpUcity, and (he

finiihed her letter ; flie blufhed and looked down
when (he gave it me. . t a

She is lefs.like a fprightly French widow, than

a fooli(h Englilh girl, who loves for the fird time.

But I fuppofe when the heart is really touched,

the feelings of all nations have a pretty near refem-

blance ; it is only that the French ladies are gene-

rally more coquets, and lefs inclined to the roman-

tic ftyle of love, than the Eiigli(h ; and we are,

therefore, furpri'zed when we find in them this

trembling fenfibility.

There are exceptions, however, to all rules

;

and your little Bell feems, in point of love to have

changed countries with Madame Des Roches.

The gale encreafes, it flutters in the fails ; my
fair friend is fummoned ; the Captain chides our

delay.

Adieu ! ma chere Madame Des Roches. I em-
brace her ; I feel the force of its being/ir the lajl

time. I am afraid (he feels it yet more (Irongly

than I do : in parting with the lafl of his friends

(he feems to part with her Rivers for ever.

One look more at,the wild graces of nature I

leave behind.
,

Adieu, Canada \ adieu 1 fweet abode of the

wood-nymphs ! never (hall I ceafe to remember
with deligjht the place where 1 have paffed fo many
happy hoiirs. - .

.;,; b^.<ri
Heaven
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Heaven preferve my dear I^ucy, and give prof-

perous gales to her friends! , r < i- ^

Your faithful

A. Fitzgerald.

- !' .'1
,

'

i

LETTER CLXXI,

To Mifs Montague.

Y
1 v r i' ;r I .1- . Me of pic, Aug. 16. '

O U are little obliged to me, my dear, for

writing to you on (hip-board ; one of the greateft

miferies here, being the vrant of employment :

I therefore write for my own amufement not

yours.

We have fome French ladies on board, but

they do not refemble Madame Des Roches. I

am weary of them already, though we have been

fo few days together. '

"'
:

The wind is contrary, and we are at anchor

under this ifland ; Fitzgerald has propofed going

to dine on (hore : it looks exceflively pretty from
the (hip. > y , ;,. ., , ;. , ;

tf J, I :
. ^rr-. .i

^-' ''• r-^ -• "" Seven in the evening.
"'^

We are returned from Bic, after paffing a very

agreeable day.
...

.. ,

We dined on the grafs, at a little diftance from

the (hore, under thelhelter of a very fine wood,

whofe form, the trees rifing above each other in

^ < : the

Si
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the fame regular confufion, brought the dear (hades

of Silleri to our remembrance. '

We walked after dinner, and picked rafpberries

in the wood ; and in our ramble came unexpect-

edly to the middle of a vifto, which, whilft fome
(hips of war lay here, the Tailors had cut through

the idand.

From this fituation, bein^ a rifing ground, we
could fee dire£tly through the avenue to both

(hores ; the view of each was wildly majeftic
;

the river comes finely in, whichever way you

turn your fight ; but t© the fouth, which is more
(heltered, the water juft trembling to the breeze,

our (hip which had put all her dreamers out, and

to which the tide gave a gentle motion, with a

few fcattered houfes, faintly feen amongft the trees

at a difiance, terminated the profpeCt, in a manner

which was inchanting.

I die to build a houfe on this ifland ; it is pity

fuch a fweet fpot (hould be uninhabited : I (hould

like exceflivelv to be Queen of Bic.

Fitzgerald has carved my name on a maple,

near the (bore ; a pretty piece of gallantry in a

huiband, you will allow : perhaps he means it as

taking pofTeflion for me of the ifland.

We are going to cards. Adieu ! for the prefent.

Aug. 1 8.

'Tis one of the lovelieft days I ever faw : we
are fi(hing under the Magdalen iflands ; the wea-

ther is perfectly calm, the fea juft dimpled, the

fun-beams dance on the waves, the fi(h are play-

ing on the furface of the water : tiie ifland is at a

proper diftance to form an agreeable point of view ;

and upon the whole the fcene is divine. -,:w4>

w

There is one houfe on the ifland, which, at a

diftance, feems fo beautifully fltuated, that I have

,X^^ loft
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loft all defire of fixing at Bic : I want to land,

and go to the houfe for milk, but there was no good

landing place on this fide ; the iftand feems here

to be fenced in by a regular wall of rock.

A breeze fprlngs up ; our fiftiing is at an end

for the prefent: I am afraid we ftiall not pafs man}**

days fo agreeably as we have done this. I feel

horror at the idea of fo foon lofing fight of land^

and launching on the vaji Jltlant'tCi

Adieu 1 Yours,

A. Fitzgerald.

LETTER CLXi'IL

To Mrs. Temple, Pall Mall.

Aug. 26, at Sea.

VV E have juft fallen in with a fliip from
New York to London, and as it is a calm, the

mafter of it is come on board ; whilft he is

drinking a bottle of very fine madeira, which
Fitzgerald has tempted him with, on purpofe to

give me this opportunity, as it is pofllble he may
ariive firft, I will write a line, to tell my dear
Lucy we are all well, and hope foon to have the

happinefs of tellirg her fo in perfon ; I alfo fend

what I fcribbled betore we loft fight of land I for

I have had no fpirits to write or do any thing

fince.

There is an inexpreflible plcafure in meeting a

(hip at fea, and renewing our commerce with

Vol. III.
, F man»

rwi
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mankind, after having been (o abfolutely fepara-

ted from them. I feel ftrongly at this moment
the inconftancy of the fpecies : we naturally grow
tired of the company on board our own (hip, and

fancy the people in every one we meet more
agreeable.

For my part, this fpirit is fo powerful in me,
thut I would gladly, if I could have prevailed on

my father and Fitzgerald, have gone on board with

this man, andpurfued our voyage in the New York
(hip. I have felt the fame thing on land in a coach,

on feeing another pafs.

We have had a very unpleaf^t paiTage hither-

to, and weather to fright a bettA'failor than your

friend: it is to me aftoniOirng, that there are men
found, and thofe men of fortune too, who can fix

on a fea life as a profefTion.

How ftrong muft be the love of gain, to tempt

us to embrace a life of danger, pain, and mifery;

to give up all the beauties of nature and art, all

the charms of fociety, and feparate ourfelves from

mankind, to amafs wealth, which the very pro-

fefllon takes away all poflibility of enjoying !

Even glory is a poor reward for a life pafled at

fea.

I had rather be a peafant on a funny bank, with

peace, fafety, obfcurity, bread, and a little garden

of rofes, than lord high admiral of the Britilh

fleet. ' • . -

Setting afide the variety of dangers at fea, the

time pafled there is a total fufpenfion of one's ex-

igence ; I fpeak of the beft part of our time

there, for at lead a third of every voyage is pod-

tive mifery.

I abhor the fea, and am pccvifli with every

creature about me.
. • If
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If there were no other evil attending this vile

life, only think of being cooped up weeks toge-

ther in fuch a fpace, and with the fame eternal

fct of people.

If cards had not a little relieved me, I ihould

hav^ died of mere vexation before I had fini(hed

half the voyage.

What would I not give to fee the dear white

cliffs of Albion! .

Adieu ! I have not time to fay more.

.': ' V Your affectionate

.r ;/•. ! nr. i A. Fitzgerald.

»
• .1-.: .

i L E T T E R CLXXIII.

To Mrs. Temple, Pall Mall.

Wi
Dover, Sept. 8.

E are this inftant landed, my dear, and

{hall be in town to-morrow.

My father ffops one day on the road, to

introduce Mr. Fitzgerald to a' relation of ours,

who lives a few miles from Canterbury.

I am wild with joy at fetting foot once mor^
on dry land.

I am not lefs happy to have traced your bro-

fher and i''mily, but my enquiries here, for. we
left Quebec too loon to have advice there of their

arrival.

Adieu ! If in town, you fliall fee us the moment
we get there ; if in the country, write immediately,

to the care of the agent.

Fa Let

/J
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Let me know where to find Emily, >vhom I

die to fee : is (he ftill Emily Montague ?

Adieu

!

.

'".

Your afFedionate .ir t .

I • 'I
•

A. Fitzgerald.

.-^(i;

(.:
!''

i'i' 'i

LETTER CLXXIV.

To Mrs. Fitzgerald.
»

. , ', Temple-houfe, Sept. II.

JL O U R letter, my dear Bell, was fcnt by

this poll to the country.

It is unneceflary to tell you the pleafure it gives

us all to hear of your fafe arrival.

All our argofies have now landed their trea-

fures : you will believe us to have been more anxi-

ous about friends fo dear to us, than the mer-

chant for his gold and fpices ; we have fufFered

the greater anxiety, by the circumftance of your

having returned at different times.

I flatter myfelf, the future will pay us for the

paft.

Yon may now, my dear Bell, revive your co-

terie, with the addition of fome friends who love
^

you very fincerely.

Emily (ilill Emily Montague) is with a rela-

tion in Berkfhire, fettling fome affairs previous to

her marriage with my brother, to which we
flatter ourfelves there will be no further objec-

tions. • •
•

:

_.
^

\ -^ ^.--^..^ -'^
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I thipj

port,:'

Jji^n al



EMILY MONTAGUE. loi

I aflure yon, T begin to be a little jealous of

this Kmily of yours ; fhe rivals me extremely

with my mother, and indeed with every body elfe.

We all come to town next week, when you will

make ,us very unhappy if you do not become one

of our familv in Pall Mail, and return with us for

a few months to the country.

My brother is at his little eftate, fix miles

from hence, where he is making fome alterations,

for the reception of Emily : he is fitting up her

apartment in a ftyle equally fimple and elegant,

which, however, yon muft not tell her, becaule

fhe is to be furprized : her dreiling room, and a

little adjoining clofet of books, will be enchant-

inar ; yet the expence of all he lias done is a mete
trifle. ;

•
i .

1 am the only perfon in the fecret ; and have

b^^en with hi'O this morning to fee it: there is a

gay, fm'ling air in the whole apartment, whicii

pieafes me infinitely : you will fuppofe he does not

forget jars of flowers, becaufe you know how
much they are Emily's tafte ; he has forgot no
ornament which he knew was agreeable to her.

HappUy for his fortune, her pleafures are not

of the expenfive kind; he would ruin himfelf if

they were.

He has be/poken a very handfome poft-chaife,

whjicb'ifsalfora fepret t© Emily, who infifts on not

having one.

Their income will be about five hundred pounds

a year: it is not much : yet, with their difpofitions,

1 thipkit vvfill make them happy. ! . .<

My brother will write to Mr. Fitzgerald next

poft^: fay every thing afFe6lionate for us all to

Jiim and Captain Fermor. Adieu 1 Yours.
:• r it?-t. ;t.uH LuCyTemple»

.Aii>ji I

~
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LETTER CLXXV. .

, J.
. I

• . • ; • . . . ,.

To Captain Fitzgerald.
r.-i (,

I

Bellfield, Sept. 13.

Congratulate you, my dear friend, on your fafe

arrival, and on your marriage.

You have got the flart of me in happinefs ; I

love you, however, too fincerely to envy you.

Emily has promifed me her hand, as foon as

fome little family affairs are fettled, which I flat-

ter myfelf will not take above another week.

When flie gave me this promife, flie begged

me to allow her to return to Berk(hire till our

marriage took place ; I felt the propriety of this

flep, and therefore would not oppofe it : (he

pleaded having fome bufinefs alfo to fettle with her

relation there.

My mother has given back the deed of fettle-

ment of my t'ftate, and accepted of an afllgnment

on my half pay : flic is greatly a lofer ; but (he

infifted on making me happy, withfuch an air of

tenderness, that T could nor deny her that fatisfa6iion.

I (hall keep fome land in my oWn hands, and

farm; which will enable me to have apoft-chaife

for Emily, and my mother, who will be a good

deal with us; and a conftant decent table for a

friend. " .''
*

Emily is to fuperintend the dairy And garden ;

(he has a paffion for flowers, with which I am
extremely pleafed, as it will be to her a corttinual

fource of pleafure.

I feel fuch delight in fhe idea of making her

in the leaft degree pleafing to her.

I could



EMILY MONTAGUE. ro3

13-

)ur fafe

nefs ; I

u.

foon as

1 1 flat-

ik.

begged

till our

of this

it: (he

vith her

>f fettie-

figriment

but (he

m air of

sfa^ion.

id6, and

ft-chaife

e a good

)\e for a

garden ;

ch I am
oiltinual

ing her
1 ran hp

I could

I could even wifh to invent new pleafures for

her gratification.

I hope to be happy ; and to make the lovelieft

of womankind fo, becaufe my notions of the (late,

into which I am entering, are I hope Juft, and free

from that romantic turn fo dellrudive to happinefs.

I have once in my life, had an attachment

nearly refembling marriage, to a widbw of rank,

with whom I was acquainted abroad ; and with

whom I almoft fecluded myfelf from the world

near a twelvemonth, when (he died of a fever, a

ftroke it was long before I recovered. ,.
i

' '.

I loved her with tendernefs ; but that love,

compared to what I feel for Emily, was as a grain

of fand to the globe of earth, or the weight of a

leather to the univerfe;

A marriage where not only eftcem, but pailion

is ^ept awake, is, I am convinced, the mod p< T'

fe6l ftate of fublunary happinefs: but it reqiiirej

great care to keep this tender plant alive ; efpecially,

1 bUilh to fay it, on our fide.

Women are naturally more conftant, education

improves this h-Appy difpofition : the hu(band who
has the politenefs, the atfention, and delicacy of a
lover, v/dl always be beloved* *

The fame is generally, but not always, true

on the other fide ; I have fometimes feen the moll:

anniable, the mod delicate of the fex, fail in keep-
ing rhe aflFe<^ion of their hulbands.

I am well aware, my tiijnd, that we are not
to expert here a life of continual rapture ; in the

happieft marriage there is danger of fome languid

moments: to avoid thefe, (hall be my ftudy j and
I am certain they are to be avoided.

The inebriation, the tumult of paflion, will

undoubtedly grow lefs after marriage, that IS,

after

IT
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after peaceable poflfeflion ; hopes and fears alone

keep it in its Brfl violent {late : but, though

it fubfides, it gives place to tendernefs ftill more
pleafin^, to a foft, and, if you will allow the

cxpreffion, a voluptuous tranquillityj: the pleafure

does not ceafe, does not even leffen: it only

changes its nature.

My fifter tells me, (he flatters herfelf, you will

give a few months to hers and Mr. Temple's

friendihip; I will not give up the claim I have to

the fame favor. -

My little farm will induce only friends to vifit

us ; and it is not lefs pleafing to me for that cir*

cumftance : one of the misfortunes of a very ex-

alted (lation, is the (lavery it fubjeds us to in

regard to the ceremonial world.

Upon the whole, I believe, the mod agreeable,

as well as moft free of all fit nations, to be that of

a little country gentleman, who lives upon his

income and knows enough of the world not tp

envy his richer neighbours, *

Let me hear from you, my dear Fitzgerald,

^nd tell me, if, little as I am, I can be any way of

the leaft ufe to you. '

You will fee Emily before I do ; fhe is more

lovely, more enchanting than ever.

Mrs. Fitzgerald will make me happy if (he cac

invent any commands for me. » ^ , „- .

Adieu 1 Believe me.

If

Your faithful, ^c

J.

;1.-

Ed. Rivers.

}.( V'OI

r :- I ;
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",, To Colonel Rivers, at Bellfield, Rutland

'

T- London, Sept. 15.
•J I

) ., -* 4 • r ••:>

;

H*

Jtl/VERY marH of your friendfhip, my dear

Rivers, muft be,partici)l^r)y pleafing to one who
knows your worth ?^s I do : I J^ive, therefore, to

thank you a^ w<U for your letter, as for thofe

obliging offers of fervice, which I (hall make no

fcruple of accepting, if I have occafion for them.

I rejoice in the profpe6fc of your being as hap-

py as myfelf ; nothing can be more juft than your

ideas of marriage ; I mean, of a marriage founded

on inclination : all that you defcribe, 1 am fo happy

as to experience.

I never loved my fweet girl fo tenderly as fince

fhe has been mine ; my heart acknowledges the

obligation of her having trufted the future happi-

refs or mifery of her life in my hands. She is

every hour more dear to me ; I value as 1 ought

thofe thoufand little attentions, by which a new
foftnefs is every moment given to our affection.

I do not indeed feel the fame tumultuous emo-
tion at feeing her ; but I feel a fenfation equally

delightful : ajoy more tranquil, but not lefs lively..

I will own to you, that I had ftrong prejudi-

ces againfl marriage, which nothing but love

could have conquered ; the idea of an indiflblu-

ble union deterred me from thinking of a ferious

engagement : I attached myfelf to the mod fe-

ducing, moft attradive of women, without think-

ing the pleafure I found in feeing her of any con-

fequence ; I thought her lovely, but never fuf-

pe6led I loved j 1 thought the delight I tafted^ in

^/
.

'
J^ S hearing;

::ii

!:t
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hearing her, merely the effeds of thofe charms
which all the world found in her converfation

;

my vanity was gratified by the flattering preference

llie gave me to the reft of my fex ; I fancied this

all, and imagined I could ceafe feeing the little

fyren when ever 1 pleafed.

I was, however, irtiftaken ; love ftole upon me
imperceptibly, and inbadinanf\\ was enflaved,

when I only thought myfelf amUfed* '^>^' rr<>vA

We have not yet feen Mifs Montague ; we go

down on Friday to Berkfhire, Bell having fome

letters for her, which fhe was defired to deliver

herfelf. , t

I will write to you again the moment I have

feen her.

The invitation Mr. and Mrs. Temple have

been fo obliging as to give us, is too pleafing to

ourfelves not to be accepted ; we alfo expeft

with impatience the time of vifiting you at your

farm.
'.•-

>
^ ^i\ ' ... 1:

';

Adieu I . . .

.'

~ Your affe£itionate %•

J-
'

Tv^ii J. Fitzgerald.

LETTER CLXXVII. '.

J|j^
To Captain Fitzgerald. '

•

>^^ ^
'.

Stamford, Sept. i6. Evening.

J3 E I N G here on fome bufinefs, my dear

friend, I received your letter in time to anfwer it

to-night.

We

afra]

me^i
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We hope to be in town this day feven-niglu,

and 1 flatter myfe',., my dearell Rmily will not de-

lay my happinefs many days longer : I grudge you
the pleal'ure of feeing her on Friday.

I triumph greatly in your having been feduced

into matrimony, becaufe I never knew a man
more of a turn to make an agreeable hufband ; it

was the idea that occurred to me the firfl moment
I faw you.

Do you know, my dear Fitzgerald, if your little

fyren had not anticipated my purpofe, I had defigns

upon you for my fifter ?
.-«•:-.

Through that carelefs, inattentive look of yours,

I faw fo much right fenfe, and fo affe^ionate a

heart, that I wi(hed nothing fo much as that (he

might have attached you ; and had laid a fcheme

to bring you acquainted, hoping, the reft from the

merit fo confpicuous in you both.

Both are however fo happily difpofed of elfe-

where, that I have no reafon to regret my fcheme

did not fucceed.

There is fomething in your pcrfon, as well a»

manner, which I am convinced muft he particularly

pleafing to women ; with an extremely agreeable

form, you have a certain manly, fpirited air, which

promifes them a prote£tor ; a look of underftand-

ing, which is the indication of a pleafing compani-

on ; a fenfibility of countenance, which fpeaks a

friend and a lover; to which I ought to'add, an

afFe6lionate, conftatit attention to women, and a

polite indifference to- men, which above all thjngs

flatters the vanity of the fex. ^
' 'M' "["^ ^* •' ^

Of all men breathing, I fhould have been mofl

afraid of you as a rival ; Mrs. Fitzgerald has told

me, you have faid the fame thing of me.

Happily/

,4^

;

4
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Happily, however, our taftes were different

{

the two amiable objeds of our tendernefs were
perhaps equally lovely ; but it is not the meer form.

It is the charaSer that (Irikes : the fire, the fpirit,

the vivacity, the awakened manner of Mifs Fermor
won you : whilfl my heart was captivated by that

bewitching languor, that feducing foftnefs, that

melting fenfibility, in the air of my fweet Emily,

-which is,
.
at lead: to me, more touching than all

the fprightUnefs in the world.

There is in true fenfibility of foul, fuch a redft-

lefs charm, that we are even affeded by that of

which we are not ourfelves the objed : we feel a

degree of emotion at being witnefs to the afFe£lion

which another infpires.

Tis late, andmy horfes are at thedoor» *

Adieu ! Your faithful
-

'

"

"i^''.. [ ' Ed. Rivera.

JT*:

5& l(;;.' '2f.

LETTER CLXXVIil.

''/ To Mifs Montague, Rofe-hill, Berkfhire.

Temple-houfe, Sept. 16.

I HAVE but a moment, my deareft Emily, to

tell you Heaven favours ' your tendernefs : it re-

moves every anxiety from two of the worthieft and

moft gentle of huqiian hearts.

You and my brother have botji lamented to me
the painful necefltty you were under, of rieducing

my mother to a lefs income than that to which ihe

had been accuftomed*
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An uncxpefted event has reftored to her more

than what her iendernefs for my broiher had de-

prived her of.

A relation abroad, who owed every thing to

her father's friendihip, has fent her, as an acknow-

ledgment of that friendfhip, a deed of gift, fettling

on her four hundred pounds a year for life.

My brother is at Stampford, and is yet unac-

quainted with this agreeable event.

You will hear from him next pofl.

Adieu I my dear Emily

!

Your affectionate

It

John Templi.

End of Vol. III.
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