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BIOGRAPHY.
LIFE OF MATTHEW STACH,
MOBAVIAN MISFIONAR* IN GREENLAND,
{Continued from our last.)
Outward difficulties of the Mission,

Th+ Brethren ‘continued to sufer
great extremities, in the early years of
the Mission. for want of food, They
were often d:iven to aliay the cravings
of hunger with sheil-fish and sea-weed :
they had recourse even to the rem-

“nants of tatlow candles, aud thought

. themselves happy when they could
piocure some train oil to wmix up with
their scanty morsel of oatmeal. ' The
severity of their trials, at the end of
1735, may be judged of by the fol-
lowing statement :—

¢ Refore the departure of the elip, |

they were pressed by every one to
take their passage io it 1o Eutope ; and
lo return, if possible, the next year.

ven the Greenlanders, who seldom
'rouble themselves with reflection, won
dered wuch what could indece the
Brethren to remain among them. Their
Tesolute perseverance only excited the
contemp! of these savages; who knew
o other estimate of a person’s value,
than his wealth and his ability to give
Wuch away. ¢ Yourcountrymen,’ they
Would say, ¢ are worthless people, for
they have sent you nothing ; and you
are not wise if you do not return.” ”’

Their difficulties, and the gracious
care of God aver them, are seen in the
ollowing passage 1 —

** Meanwhile God cared for their
~ Pecessities, Among the rest, the boat-

were much in want.

men found a dead white whale, and
-hared it with the brethren. On ano-
ther occasion, after they had eaten
nothing but shell fish for five days, a
Greeulander left them a porpoise, ta-
ken from the belly of its dam, which
was endugh for a eal. Once, after an
unsuccessful chase, they were forced
by a contrary wind, upon a desolate
i~]and, and obliged to lodge there all
night : here they espied an eagle sit-
ting on the nest, and shot it.  After
some trouble, they got at the nest, and
in it found four large eggs, besides the
bird, which weighed twelve pounds:
it also supplied them with a quantity
of quills, an article of which they
In all their ex-~
ternal distresses, the examples of Elie
jah and Elisha afforded them the most
emphatical consolation.”

Unfavorable state of the Natives.

The ingratitude and cowlty. of the
Natives to the MissionaWatly ag-
gravated their sufferings; tz says—

& Wheun the savages perceived theix
necessitous condition, they not only
raised the price of their wares, but
most of them, especiaily such as bad
received the greatest benefits from the
Brethren, would sell them nothing on
any terms.”

He adds soon after—

¢ The scarcity of food increased as
the winter advauced ; and very little
was to be procured from the Green-
landers, who could not be prevailed
upon to curtail the luxury of theic
dancing feasts. Oun one such occasion,
the Brethren witnessed the coasump-



ne=t e ntreaties could not prevail upon
the disgu-ting revellers to part with a
single worsel.”’

To these acts of cruelly, were ad-
ded perverse opposition, insults, and
mockeries.  The spinit and conduct of
the Nalves in 1736, are thus descri-
bed :

* The Greenlanders sometimes h~d
pot time to listen, on account of their
business, or a duncing=match s at other
times they would hear nothing but
news—.nd told the Breiliren that they
had heard enough already of spiritual
things fiom able instructors. At the
sate lime they were not only volalile
and tofling under instruction, but, in
case the Brethven stopped more than
one night in their houses, used all pos
sible means to entice them to con-
formity with their dissolute practices:
and as these did not succeed, but the
Brethren maintzined their serious de-
portment, they endeavoured lo tire
‘them out, by mocking their singing,
reading, and praying, with all kinds of
ridiculous wmimickry, or by accompa-
nyiog their devotional exerci-es with
drums.  They also toek nccasion from
therr outward poverty, to ridicule them
with all manner of cutling sarcasma,
which the Biethren had by this time
leamed to understand—and if the lat-
ter replied that they did not stay in
Greenland for the sake of outward ad-
vanlages, good cating or drinking. they
retorted with a jeer, ¢ Fine fellows in-
deed to be our teachers! We know
very well that you yourselves are ig-
norant, and have learned your lessons
of others.”

¢ The Brethren bore these rude
mockeries with equanimity. But when
the savages perceived that they could
effect nothing in this way, they began
to insult and abuse the persons of the
Missionaries. They pelted them with
stunes for sport——took thesr things and
battered them to pieces—and tried to
spoil their boat, or diive 1t oul lo sea.
Qae night, the Bretbren heaid a noise

on the outside of their tent; and per-
ceived that some one was pulling 18
curtains, which were fastened with
pins. On gomng out, they beheid a com-
pany of Greenlanders collected about
the tent, some of whom had naked
kuivea in their bands, and conld not
be driven off till threatened with fire-
arms. The Brethren supposed at that
time. that they came only to cut their
tent =kinz 1o pieces but some years
after, wheu a nmumber of Grecnlanderd
in these patts were converied, they
were inforned that a conspivacy ha
been set on toot azaivst therr lives, 10
hopes that the other Boropeans woul
not revenge the death of such poor de-
spised people.”

o 1737 it is added—

« Five long years of continued toil
and hardship had passed away withou!
any appearance of success; and it ha
already come to the kunowledge of the
Brethren, that their unproductive 13
bors were a subject of ridicule to many
persons iu their native country.

¢ The present prospect was indeed
dreary and comfortless. The Green
landers who came (iom a distance wer®
ignorant and stupid, and the little
which they could bear in a short visib
was soon effaced by the burry of 8
migratory life, In those who reside
at Ball’s river, the onaly change thal
could be perceived was for the wors€
They were tired and disgusted. an
hardened against the truth. They 1€
solved to lend their hearing no Iongf""f
excepi for a bribe. To any kind Ud
news, they listened with delight ; aP
cquld bear 1o hear interesting Seiiptur®
narratives, and accounts of miracles’
but as soon as the Missionaries begd"
to discourse on the nature and att’"
butes of God, the fall and corrup“_op
of the soul, God’s wrath against sV
the necessity of an alonement, f“'}"
and grace, the sanctification of tbe 15
ordered creature, and eterpal haPP':
uness or misery, they grew sleepy. 3%
swered éxery question with a * Ye¥
and slupk away one by one; of el
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would not consenl fo become the traia-
bearers of dignified priests,  The So-
ciety loves, we repeat, the names of
a Biitain and a George. A George
has never yet sat upon the British
Throne, who wonld consent to be
priest-ridden ; and we are confident
that George the fourth, is at the ut-
most remove f{rom that lame spirit,
which would koeel down and assume
the cumberous load. When the tory
{action. had, near the close of the ca
reer of the hated line of the stuarts,
passec a bill ta tear trom the arms of
their parents alf the children of cons-
cientious dissenters, 10 educate them
in the hosom of the epi:copal church,
apd in the prospect of signing which
Anpe was arrested hy the powerful
arm of death.—who, was raised up
as the instrument of providence, which
had semoved forever a race of tyrants,
to afford consolation. and restore con.
fidence to the troubled hearts of thou
sands? Who, but a Gecrge, whose
descendents have so nobly patronized
a system of edycation, which leaves
to the parent, untouched, the natural,
inalienable, sacred right and dJuty of
teaching his children, that religinn,
which in his judgment is founded up-
on truth.

« Suciety, Sir. (says Alfred) abounds
with individuals whose gloomy minds
can forebode nothing but evil,” whe-
ther Society very much abounds with
this deseription of character, we will
not pretend to zay, but if it be so, it
would appear that Alfred does not like
to be out of the fashion; but we are
aware that there certainly have been
such in every age, as, for example;
Haman, when from the black envy of
his heart, he wished to raise a perse-
Cution agzainst the jews, (o excile the
Wwrath of Ahasnerur against them, and
1o make a tool of the king to exter-
Minate those dissenters from the reli-
gion of the persian state, he approach-
€3 the royal presence like Alfred, in
the garb of pretended luyalty, to co-
vara purpose black with envy, ma-

lice, and seif-interes!, and in the same
canting strain, ¢ Haman said unta
King Ahasuerus, there is a certain
people scatlered abroad and dirpersed
among the peaple in all the provinces
of thy kingdom, and their faws are
diverse from ali people; neither keep
they the kings laws : therefore it is not
for the kings profit to suffer them ;—if
it please the king, let it be written
that they may be destroyed.— Esthar
—389.

The gloomy jews also when desir.
ous to get rid of Jesus Christ (as Al-
fred is of the dissenters &c.) because
tbey conceived that his doctrine,
thcugh they confirmed the law and the
prophets were hostile to their estab-
lishment became all of a sudden won-
derfully loyal to the Roman Govern-
meil, and in order to intimidale the
governor, and bring him over to their
purpose, exclaimed, ** If thou let this
man go, thou art not Cesars friend.” —
Joha 19, 12,

But Alfred and his compeers thould
recollect that George is not with the
weak credulity of Ahasnerus to be
made the dupe of artifice and craft,
nor is the  Earl of Dalhousie the sub-
Ject of the imbecility, cowardice, and
cruel injustice of a Pontius Pifate.

“ This, Sir, says Alfred is not the tima
for prussillanimity and indifference,
(we thank him for the hint, and are de-
termined to improve it,) good men must
vot (however much inclined) and it jg
fervently hoped will not (howeyer
prone to de <o) sleep at their posts,”
“ union constitufes Jorce (a thin
which many of Allreds sect would Jike
to use to promote the spread of thejr
religion. )—Union constitutes force and
the whole of the established cler
(as if they were established ! 1) of
these provinces, acting in concert with
the good and loyal citizens (of course
none of the Canadiang, or Scotch, or
Dissenters, or Methodists, or Ameri-
cans are of this choice selectjon) wil) I
havé no doubt speedily set an exam-
ple of firmness and rectitude we!l wor-
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pect, that the Canadians, the Scotch,
the Irish, the Americans, and English
dissenters, shonid bow down to them,
and pnt their children undér their reli-
gious tuition ?

To attempt to force that Church upon
the population of this conntry is not on-
1y uselese, but altogether unjust, absurd,
and impolitic 3 and will have a more di-
Yect tendency, especially if sueh men as
Alfred sre to be employed, to produce
the evil which he appears to apprehend,
than any other canse that he can possibly
poiat out.

Alfred’s prodnction would justify
muach more numerous and severer stric-
tures, but

“ Whoe'er discharg'd artillery at a fly ?¥

LAPRAIRIE.

The Branch Bible Society of La-
prairie held i1s first Apnual Meeting at
the school room of Mr. Smart, on Mon.
day, Nov, 3, 1823,

On the motiou of Lawrence Kidd,
Esq. the President, seconded by the
Rev. Isaac Puikiss—the Rev James
Knowlan was requested to take the
chair.

Mr, Knowlan having stated the ab-
Ject of the weeting. called on the Se-
cretary to make the Report. The
following report was then read.—

REPORT.

The question of the prophiet Zacha-
tiah, when animating the Jews amidst
many discouragements to go forward in
building the Temple of God at Jerusa-
lem—-¢ Who hath despised the day of
Small things 7" was equally the lan-
guage of faith, of wisdoin, and of cou-
Tage—a preparative for action under
Unpromising circumstances, and a pre-
Yention of disappsintment and despon-
dency on the discovery of new diffi-
Culties ; and when the.truth is so fully
®ttablizhed that no important object of
Pursuit is without its difficulties, and
that the number and magnitude of dif-

culties are generally proportioned to
e importance of the object proposed
'obe attained, the appearance of im-
Pediments should rather urge us o ex-
¢tlion than induce us to relax our en-

deavours ; aiid in the cause of the Bibla
above all causes sbould difficulty sti=
iulate to diligence ; for while nume-
rous obstacles lie in the way and hue
man agency, which is ever accompa.
nied with weakness and deficiency,
must be employed, it is still the cause
of God and must therefore finally tri-
aumph. )

There was a memorable moment in
which the thought was suggested to
the mind of Columbus, that at a vast
distance across the Western ocean ex--
isted an extensive continent which it
was praclicable for him to discover and
explore ; il was but a single thought in
the mind of an obscure individual, un-
like sanctioned by evidence and des-
tined most original conceptions of
great enterprise, to excite the ridicule
and contempt of ordinary minds ; but
this single thought was a seed cast into
the mind, which the Cieator had forai~
ed, afitsoil toreceive it ; it vegetated
into consultation—was trampled on—
sprang into contrivance, became rooted
in purpose, grew and became strong in
effort, extorted respect and admisation
by its luxuriance, and at length its fruit
is seen identically that which existed
in embryo in the mind of the distin-
guished individual, not indeed in ima-
gination, but in reality a New World.

Let vs now, in imagination, go
through the land in the length and
breadth thereofe—let us view the great-
ness of its population—the ¢xtent of
its agricultural improvements—its ¢com-
mercial and political importance—its
cities and its temples——its religion and
its learning—its enterprise and bene-
volence, and learn 1o approve the
reasonable enquiry of the Prophet,
* Who hath despised the day of small
things 2" v

If we walk in the fields or view the
progress of vegetation in the garden,
we are reminded that our divine Lord
has told us, that his kingdom in the
world is established by degrees and
from small beginnings, « The kingdom
of Heaven is like a grain of mustard
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with great satisfaction an instance of
enlightened Christian Charity in one
of that body. This Genleman pur-
chased, from your Society, six dozen
New Testaments, (De Sucy’s version)
for gratuitous distnbution among his
poor panshioners, to enable them to
comply with the command of our Di-
vine Master, < Search the Scriptures.”
Should this example be followed by
his brethren and the Roman Catholic
Gentry of this Proviuce, a great and
happy moral change will soon take
place in the lower orders of the Cana-
dians.  Aund in giving the Bible to the
poor, they will tread in the steps of
many of the nobility and gentry of
that nation from which they are de

scended. The people of France are
now receiving the light of God's word,
by the laudable exertions of Rowan
Catholics, as well as Protestants.
Even some of the nobtemen, to whom
is committed the administration of the
Government of France, favour the Bi-
ble Society with their patronage and
tupport.  The sentiments of the Duke
de Cazes, when Minister of the Inte-
rior, are woithy of a great stalesman
and a good man. ‘I have seen, says
the Duke, in the representation of the
labours of the Bible Suciety, the proof
of the good which it has already done
and the pledge of that which it will ef-
fect herealter. Happy to associate
myself with its efforts for the attain-
ment of an end towards which all
Christian communions ought equally
to direct their steps, I beg the Suciety
lo accept a subscription of 1000 francy,
and added, because that in the eyes
of all true friends of morality and re-
ligion, it canuot but appear worthy of
the Government, to contribute to the
distribution of a book, which is the
code of the sublimest religion and of
the purest morality.” It is truly
pleasing also to learn, that many Ro-
man Catholic Priests, are aclively
employed in this good cause, and have
entered most heartily into the Spirit of
ke Bible Society.

Prefessoc Van'!

Ess, 2 German Roman Catholic Cler-
gyman, has circulated nearly half a
million copies of the word of life. The
pecessity of scriptural knowledge, to
better the condition of the people, is
at present deeply felt by the Roman
Cathalics of Ireland, and many of the
public schools in which the scriptures
are read, are under the supetinien-
dance of Roman Catholic Priests : and
one Roman Catholic Bishop, favours
these schools with his countenance and
approbation, of which the following
fact is a stuiking proof. A School
where the Scriptures were read, was
con:iderably retarded inits operations,
by the oppnsition of the Priest, but
the Bishop generously interlered, and
cansed the opposition to cease, and
now the School is in a most flourishing
and prosperous state. Indeed the
friendiy co-operation of Christians of
all denominations in this divine chari-
rity, causes many to believe, that we
behold the dawn of the latter day to
glory, and that the time is fast ap-
proaching when the Kingdoms of this
world sball become the Kiugdoms of
our God, and of his Christ,

“ Your Committee resolved at one of
their late meetings, to call upon the La-
dies of Canada to favor the Bible Scciety
with their co-operation; and a Sub.
Committee was appointed for that pur-
pose, but from causes which it is unne-
cessary to mention, this measure has not
as yet been carried into effect. But as
your Committee fcel it their duty rot
to lose sight of it, they embrace this op-
portunity most respectfully to call the
attention of the Lndies to this important
subject. The many advantages, civil as
well as religious, which females derive
from the divine influence of the Gospel,
should cngage every well instructed
christian female to do sotnething in aid
of so good a cause. It is only where
this influence is felt and acknowledged,
that they are treated with proper delica-
cy and respect, and allowed that due
weight in Society, to which they are
really entitled, but which they enjoy
only in christian couutries. The reli-
gion of the Bible has raised them from
that state of slavery and moral degrada
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