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Youth Exploitation
1997-1998
The Marquis Project

The Marquis Project engaged in various activities concerning the issue of Child Labour and Youth
Exploitations with a final objective of preparing a policy paper on the topic. The activities
included a youth seminar in Brandon, Manitoba on the linkage between youth exploitation and
poverty, and a youth assembly at Brandon University.

Recommendations:
- give priority to funding education and programs that promote the rights of the child;

- provide funding for non-profit organisations to work on co-operative micro-enterprise schemes;
- pressure Canadian companies operating in developing countries to not violate basic human
rights;

- withdraw trade concessions for countries that continually tolerate youth exploitation.



Bonden, Nes. '8

Pley Tiggestins

March 20 through 22nd a group of high-school students participated in a youth seminar. It
engaged them in interactive workshops dealing with issues such as Native cultural awareness,
forced labour in Burma, and global action against poverty. The diversity of speakers brought a
variety of perspectives to the issue of youth exploitation.

Some points that were addressed, both through the speakers and the provided pamphlets, touched
on a variety of concerns. The International Labour Organization estimates that more than 73
million children in the 10 to 14 age group alone were economically active in 1995. This number
represents 13.2 per cent of all 10 to 14 year olds around the world. In many countries there is the
cultural behef that cash right now is better than education for their children's future.

We recognize that youth exploitation is an issue of poverty, development, and labour rights.
Effective action will require a variety of legislative and developmental assistance measures. As a
non-profit group we held our conference to educate and to assist in the development of policy

alternatives.

Once we considered the problems and recommendations presented at each workshop we decided
io categorize them into four groups: support for education, enforced labour laws. social clauses in

trade agreements and group credit schemes.

Support for Education

One of the most important actions that governments can take against youth exploitation is to give
the priority to funding education.

- The Canadian Government should increase investment in programs and education that
promote the rights of children around the world.

- Canada should support effective low-cost education compulsory for all children in foreign
countries. Action must be taken to get unemployed adults doing the jobs currently done by
children so that children have the opportunity to be educated.

Group Credit Schemes

- Canada should provide funding for nonprofit organizations to work on cooperative
micro-enterprise schemes. This would allow individuals the opportunity to get out of debt
while being self-sufficient.



Enforced Labour Laws

- The Canadian government should put pressure on Canadian companies operating n
developing countries. The companies should be forced to adhere to legislation that ensures
their production does not violate basic rights. Canadian officials should monitor operation
in these countries and have them held accountable for their actions.

Support for Social Clauses in Trade Agreements

- Canada should withdraw trade concessions for countries that continually tolerate youth
exploitation.

- Canada should express its views of this issue on other countries to help develop a united
stand against youth exploitation.

By holding this seminar we feel our objective was aftained. Through our discussions we
succeeded in developing recommendations to pass on to the Canadian government. As well, we
will take our experiences and the information that we leamned from this seminar and share them
with others in the hopes of broadening awareness on this issue. We are motivated to continue to
be a voice for children who need people to speak up for their rights.
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660.MOTORCYCLES

YAMAHA 1100 Midnight
Special, mint, $2 400
OBO. Yamaha 600 off-
road 4 slroke dirt bike,
$1.400 OBO. 4R3-2856 or
124 5311 cell

680. CAMPERS
FOR SALE

1992 Colemdn camper,
top model, 3 way f[ridge,
swing level galley, screen
roum, used by one owner
only. Almost mint. $6.500
7217-2868.

1995 700 SERIES Bonair
hardtop trailer, sleeps 6, 2
burner stove inside & out
ice bhox, awning, used
twice, excellent for sinall
car. $4,950. 162-2127.

1977 PARKLAND
camper, many new fea-
tures,  $1,500;  Technics
organ; desk; TV stand &
morel 728-6148 before

11:30 a.m. or l.aq 5 p.m.

10.5' Skylark 95 slide in

camper, 3 way fridge,
stove, furnace, electric
walter pump, sleeps 4,

clean and good condition.
858-25416. s

1993 BONAIRE 1000 hard-
top, furnace, 3-way
fridge, stove, sink, sleeps

6, used 3 times, $5,
G0 1263310 " T
1991 Palamino, hardtop

tent trailer, sleeps 7, 2
way fridge, stove & ice
box, :_:..m $6,000
765-2675 after b.

1985 850 BONAIR tent
traller, furnace, slove
ice WM.._.. si._::n. Mxme__al
condition, sleeps 6, $2,800.
Phone uuw.m::%

1979 STARCRAFT hard-
top camper, 3-way
fridge/freezer, slove,
sink, furnace, slecps 6,
$2,250. (204) 534-6600.

1978 Ronaire camper SI.6,
Trop stove, fridge, awn-
ing, sink, new canvas, ex-

cellent condition, $2,600
522 8926

8%’ Vanguard truck

camper, 4 hydraulic

_.wnrm. 3 way [ridge, stove,

urnace, $2,000 OBO
2R 7213.

NONAIRE camper

f condition,

' one side,

T R009,
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Catherine Angus, a translator with Pueblito Canada, interprets for youth
workers Lidja Reveira (left) of Brazil and Lilian Rodriguez of Mexico, as
they discuss child labor and the exploitation of children in their

vkt

LABOR OF LOVE

respeclive

BRUCE BUMSTEAD

m._:._ma,_
countries with 15 youths from Brandon'’s high schools. The
forum, set up through the Marquis Project, is to research and help form
an alternative policy to deal with the mistreatment of children.

684. TRAVEL
TRAILERS
FOR SALE

1992 21%° Prowler 5th

awning, micro-
xcellent condition,

$14,000. 824 2399
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Sperm donor wins access to child he fathr
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Kenny said as Lee dabbed at
his eyes with a tissue.
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The ruling marked the
end of a bizarre court battle
thal some experts predieted
wonld redefine the
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