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Youth Exploitation
1997-1998
The Marquis Project

The Marquis Project engaged in various activities concerning the issue of Child Labour and Youth

Exploitations with a final objective of preparing a policy paper on the toplc. The activities

included a youth seminar in Brandon, Manitoba on the linkage between youth exploitation and
poverty, and a youth assembly at Brandon University.

Recommendations:
- give priority to funding education and programs that promote the rights of the child;

- provide funding for non-profit organisations to work on co-operative micro-enterprise schemes;

- pressure Canadian companies operating in developing countries to flot violate basic human
rights;-
- withdraw trade concessions for countries that continually tolerate youth exploitation.



Mmtrh 20 tbrough 22nd a group of high-school students participated in a youth seminar. Il
engaged theni in interactive workshops dealing with issues such as Native cultural awareness,
forced labour in Buima, and global action against povertv. The divexsity of speakers brought a
vaniety of perspectives to the issue of youth exploitation.

Some points that were addressed, both through the speakers and the provided pamphlets, touched
on a variety of concerna. The International Labour Organization estirnates that more than 73
million children in the 10 to 14 age group alone were econornically active in 1995. This number
represents 13.2 per cent of ail 10 o 14 year olda around the world. I many countries there is the
cultural belief tbat cash riglit now is better than education for their childrei's future.

We recognize that youth exploitation is an issue of poverty, development, and labour rights.
Effective action will require a variety of legislative and developmental assistance measures. As a
non-profit group we held our conférence to educate and to asaist in the developinent of policy
alternatives.

Once we considered the probleins and recommendations presenied at each workshop we decided
to categoriZe them into four groupa: support for education, enforced labour laws. social clauses in
trade agreements and group credit achemes.

SuRpprt for Education
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