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PIROGOFFS OPERATINN —PERFORMED ON BOTH EX-
é TREMITIES OF THF SAME PATIENT CONSEQUENT

UPON INJURIES THE RESULT OF A RAILWAY
ACCIDENT.

. BY §, LIZARS LIZARS, SURGEON, TORONTO.

-3 Louis Thibeault, French Canadian, at. 28, having got off the trun
% at Wiatby whilst it was on the siding to allow an express-train to
L% pass, and the tram having backed up 50 as to get again on the mamn
tne on which 1t was comng past the station, at about five nules an
hogr, made a ren and leaped upon the steps of the car, after trymng

ud both feet landed on the rail in such a manner that the wheels of
& the car passed over both insteps, the I»f one first, crashing both feet,
ES3bit the left one most severely.  The man was carned at once to an
= oppesite the station, and a medical man and clergymen sent for
g’.» Hawvng recaved a telegrm to the effect that my services were
Mequired, 1 proceeded by the first trun and arnved at Whatby about
M., where I had the pleasure of meeting Dr. Eastwood and the
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Rev. Father Shea.  As the paticat spoke but little Euglish, and his
brothers, who were travelling with him, nonc at all—as Dr East-
wood did not desire the change of the case, and as on examination
and consulitation it w;xs deemed bcttcx to have him removed to To-
ronto, I telegraphed to the sup ndent of the Grand Trunk at
‘T'oronto to have a room ready for the patient and one of his bro-
thers at the City Hotel, where I was aware the proprictors spoke
French—an mestimable boon to the patient and his attendant.

Having bandaged both fect as sccurely as possible, I had him
conveyed on 2 stretcher to the station and placed comfortably in the
baggage-car (part of which had been cleared for his reception whilst
the trmn was coming from Port Hope, no time being lost), and
gving him a full dose of opium he slept soundly until we arrived at
‘Toronto. A party of mien being in readiness at the Union Station,
ne was at once carned to the hotel and put in bed between 1 and 2
AN, 24th October, 1372

At 2 P M, my friend Dr. De La Hooke, having most carefully
admmstered chloroform, with the able assisiance of Dr Spragge, I
performed  Pirogofi’s operation on the feft foot, the soft parts and
bones being crushed to such an extent that no lesser mutilation could
possibly be undertaken, and we preferred it to cither Syme's opera-
tion or amputation at the lower third of the leg.  The antenor tibial
and external plantar having been secured and the various tendons
and nerve trunks drawn out and cut off short, the tendo-Achillis
divaded with a tenotomy kmife, the parts were adjusted and united
by the ordinary silk suture, a picce of lint wet in the blocdy water
and a bandage apphed. ‘The patient was restored to bed and the
influcnce of opium. O the 25th, and for some days subsequently,
the wound on the left stump progressed very favorably, healing over
two-thirds of its extent by the fiest intention, and each alterpate su-
ture was removed on the fifth day. During this period, there had
been a little fever and some restlessness at mght but of so little

q that an aperient was all the ‘medicine he required. On
the 31st, he felt very well, but from this up to the 3rd of November
he began to show symptoms of constitutional irritation , the appetite
faited shightly, stomach and bowels lost tone and the wound ceased
to advance as rapidly and healthuly 25 before—a state of things evi- |
dently due to the condition of the right foot, which, although pur- |
posely overlooked in this report, received our constant attention.
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Let us now tetuen to the 24th October—sce and trace the con
dition of the night foot. As before stated, the left foot being the first
to be passed over by the wheels, seems to have saved the right one
to a small extent ; for on the latter we found the great and second
and third toes uninjured and under the control of the will, warm and
possesaing faur color and temperature, whilst the fourth and fifth were
crushed and dead, the soft parts over the cuboid bruised, and a cut
about one inch long existed in a live upwards from the head of the
sccond metatarsal. A long, deep longitudinal wotnd existed on the
sole of the foot, extending from the fourth toc to the muddie of the
arch of the foot.  ‘Fhrough this, the finger could detect that all the
metatarsals were broken, as also some of the tarsal bones. Such
being the case and the patient being too low after the first operation
to warrant our proceeding with the sccond, we detenimined to iet him
mlly for a few days and then sec if we could save more of the right
than of the left foot. Whilst therefore the left onc was gomng on
most satisfactorily, the right one was in one sense doing the reverse,

Gangrene had set i on the external parts of the foot, the lne of do’
marcation formed ectending from the third toe upwards as high as
the wnction of the cuboid and calcancum, and downwards along the
outer margin of the foot to the filth toe, thence across the sole of the
foot 1o the wner margin of the fourth, thence upwards to the pont
we started from. As the above state of affairs was evidently the
cause of the declension in our pauient's health, and as the tune for
further operauvo interference had arrived, having dressed the left fooy
and removed the remaining stitches and ordered Liston's lotion to be
used, I told the patient to take sonie brandy and ik and to be
prepared for operation at 2 ..

Again assisted by my friends Drs. De La Hooke and Spragge,
{ proceeded to operate, Dr. De La Hooke having once more placed
the patieat under chloroform.  Having examined the fool more mi-
nutely than before, we were forced to abandon the idea of saving
any of the toes, and in the first case resort to a modification of Cho-
Fact’s operaton—the flap of the tissues having to be taken from the
mnner aspect of the dorsum and sole of the foot. However, after
making as largea flap as possible and separating the bones, we found,
much to our regret, that we had uot enough flap to cover the bones,
and that we must resort as before to Pirogoff  The operation bemng
completed with the utmost facility, the wound was sponged with
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dilute chloralum and the parts brought carefully together with five
stitches, lint wet with the chlomlum aud a bandage applied, and the
patient removed to his bed. Pulse, 83 , respiration free, slow and easy

9 p.M.—Pulse, S0 ; skin cool, slight discharge of grumous fluid
from wound, the peculiar color being duc to the action of the chlo-
ralum on the blood ; has had milk, tea and toast.

4th.—Skin cool ; pulse, 76; tongue moist and slightly coated,
slapt well, evacuations naturall  Both stumps look well and the pa-
tient very comfortable.

6th.—The left stump has again assumed its former healthy ac-
tion. No unfavorable symptoms eacept a little formation of matter
at the outer angle of both stumps. Injected lotion into the small
cavities and applied pads over them, and the bandages as before.
Genenal health excellent.

oth.—Both stumps dressed and alternate stitches cut, but not
temoved ; some pus still bagging above left internal ankle.

11th.—aAs above.  Removed the two ligatures and the remain-
ing stitches from nght stump.  The amount of pus over left inner
ankle duninished.  General health excellent.

t2th.---Discharge from left inner ankle less and from nght inner
angle commenced, as it did 10 the left, but extending more back-
wards towards dwision of tendo-Achillis.  Most of the line of incivion
fhealed, but considerable thickening at outer angle. The pad and
bandage on the left having materiaily assisted in diminishing the
discharge from it and modelling the surface of the stump, I applied
the same treatment ¢o the right, having first injected the sac of tie
abscess with some ot Liston's lotion. The patient having suffered
from diartheea dunng e mghs. I ordered him some chalk auature
and chlorodyne, witk. rice diet.

13th.—Improving steadily , quantity of di rge less and pants
less sensitive.  Bowels still shightly rddaxed.  Gave a couple of tead
and opium pills.

13th.—Threc weeks to day since operation was performed on
left foot , cicatrzation good over the central four-fifths of the wound.
The corners alone open.  As the calcancum has not yet united to
the tibia, to obtan their consohdation applied a bandage from above
the centre of the calf of the keg down behind the os calcis, thence
forwards and upwards along the front of the tibia as high as the point
of departure—a portion of the ¢nds beng left free for use, as will be

1
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dencribed below. Ths first bandage being held firmly pressed against
the os calcis, keeps this and €1 - tibia close together. A narrow roller
15 now applied pretty firmly from the ankle upwards over the call'of
the lcg, both the perpendicular and circular bandages being painted
with a solution of siltca as we progress. The frec ond of perpen-
dicular bandage being now tumed down over the circular one, 15
glued 1o it by the silica, avd a few wrns of the circular one applicd
over it and painted, the whole forms in a few hours a firm casing for
the entire leg, except the outer angles of the stump, which yet require
dressing, which being done, as before, with lint and Liston’s lotion,
an ordinary small roller 1s applied over the uncovered parts by the
figure of cight and the limb returred to its pillow.

15th.—DBowels still loose. Pills more frequently.  Right foot
dressed as before.  Healing fast.

t6th.—Doing well. Bandage not so hard as expected on left leg.

r7th,—Re-dressed right and removed soiled hint from left.  Its
mternal angle healed. The external corner alone not cicatrized,
though it looks healthy.

19th.—Ordered casts to be taken of both stumps, and boots—
like holsters—to be made of hard feather, to save him from cold and
mjury on hus journey home, which is fixed for Thursday cvening, the
2ist inst.  Right hmb dressed same as left with silica bandoge.
Bowels quict since 15th, and appetite and <olor improved.

21st.—The patient has progressed steadily since the last report,

_and 15 delighted at the idea of getting home  Mr Casci has taken
the casts of th ps, and Mr Authorsth fora pair of
artifical fect. On the left side, the os calcis and tibia are united, and
pressure to the extent of about thirty pounds can be bome on the
stump without pain.

In the evening, we placed our patient i a Pullman car, and the
Hon. Dr. Tupper, who happencd to be on board, very hindly con*
sented to keep an eye on him,

I have since received a note from my patient, dated Embrua,
4th December, 1 v hich he says he is domg well 1 doubt not but
that he will go on favorably until the bones are thoroughly consoli-
dated and the soft parts reduced to 2 minmmum, when he intends
*ttuming to Mr. Authors for a pair of artificial feet, which being
made with a jount at the ankle as well as one at the ball of the toes,
will restore to him the power of walking with freedom and ease.
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1 am induced to give this case to the profession through the
columns of T7¢ Lancet sooner than I at first intended, so that my
brother practiioners may give it their earliest consideration, as I am
<onvinced that, when compared with Syme's operation ot amputation
through the icg, 1t will be found to be incomparably superior, as
Symc’s is much more difficult to perform and has the further disad
vantage of the hability to the formation of a bag of matter in the
cavity of the heel. It has been objected to Pirogoff (Holmes' System
of Surgery, vol. i, page 85), “that 1t tends to direct towards the
ground the thin skin of the back of the heel instead of the thick
cushion of thz sole, while the increased leagth of the stump is rather
objcctionable than otherwise,” to which I need only reply that in
both of Thibeault's stumps the thick cushion of the heel is opposed
to the ground and in another case where I performed Pirogoff on a
young woman at Seaforth over a year ago, the same result was ob-
tained, as 1t always may be, by sawing the os calcis through rather

bliquely from above d ds and forwards.

With regard to the second part of «he objectior, where both feet
have to be removed, there need be no trouble, and if only oneis
amputated, the hmb may be made yuite short enough cither by leav
g less of the os calets, or removing more of the tibia.

When the patient returns for his artificral feet, I will notify you
of his condition,

—_———

PUERPERAL CONVULSIONS.

BY A. MEKINNON, M.D., CALELON, ONT.

On the 3rd April last, I was called to see Mrs. McC——, whom
I found in a convulsion. It speedily passed off, leaving her per-
fectly conscious, but easily aguated. The pulsations numbered about
92, Of her previous history, it may be briefly stated that she had
been delivered, about cight hours before the convulsions occurred,
ot her third child. The labour was casy and very rapid. The pla-
centa was expelled soon afterwards. The loss of Llood was very

" slight.  Her previous labours were also rapid and natural.  The

pelvis 1s of medium size and well formed  Her health duning the
period of gestation was good.  She 1s tharty-four years of age.
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After an interval of a few minutes, a2 second convulsion occur-
red. I found the first spasmodic movement always began on the
right side of the body—very generally in the recti muscles of the
Tight eyc, but sometimes in the levator palpabre, and less frequently
in the lower extremity. A few seconds after these muscular move-
ments, there was 2 susp of iration, followed speedily by
violent spasms of the glottis, during which the head and neck be-
come much congested.  The duration of the violent spasm was van-
able—from half 2 muute to a minute and a half, or two minutes. As
this spasm passed off, she became perfectly conscious, after cach
-:onm)sxon, duning the firsst four or five hours, Afterwards, instead
of g to after cach tsion, she sank into a
state of torpor or coma, from which any attempts to rouse her brought
on another convulsion. In this comatose state, the lips and ake nasi
vibrated with each respiratory act ; the mouth was wido open and
the stertor was load.

By way of treatment, the administration of chloral hydrate in®
fifteen gran doscs every hour was first tried. For two or three hours,
it seemed of some service, but afterwards, although the dose was
given every half-hour, the Isi d more frequently and
more violently. Its use was discontinued. At 7 P, after six hours
had passed 1 stnving to relieve her by the chioral hydrate, I re-
sorted to venesection to theeatent of about twenty-four ounces. I
gave chloroform by inhalation and an injection of valerian and asa-
foetida, The puise had risen to 120.

11 P.M.~Dr. Riddall, of Alton, came to my assistance.  As the
convulsions still continued to recur, we decided upon a second
bleeding to the extent of some ten or twelve ounces. and gave Hy-
drarg. submur. (5ss.) The injcction of valerian and asafectida was
iepeated.

April 4—2 adt.—The convulsions are less violent and do not
occur 5o frequently, but the coma is more profound.  Pulse, 130

6 AM.~—Puls¢, 135, fecble The loud snoring respiration 15
oW constant, except when-a convulsion ocenrs.

9 A.M.—A large evacuation from the bowels  The catheter was
wed 1o reheve the bladder.

11 AM.—The convulsions ceased to recur, but the loud stertet
was constant.  The heart’s action was very feeble  Finding that she
could stili swallow, brandy and spts. ammon. aromatici were admin-

istered c:mlmus]). Dbut somewhat freely and frequently.
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s P.a—She had rallicd so as to be able to speak: puse, 130.
Becfitea, nulk and a small quantity of brandy were substituted tor
the brandy and ammonia. The left arm was found to be paralyzed.
‘The catheter was again used. There being some tympanitis and

iderabl ds over the abd , T directed hot-bran poul-
tices to be applied, and occasional turpentine frictions.

"Fhe thid day aftervards, she had a mild attack of disentery,
which yiclded reachly to treatment.  The paralysis of left arm only
continued for a few days. At the end of three weeks, she had o far
recovered as to be able to assist in her domestic duties, having fully
regained the usc of the left arm.

Remarfs—From a careful study of the case and the patient's
history, 1 am convinced that the cause of the attack wasecentric, and
that 1t was nothing more than the imtation arising from a large
quantity of fxcal matter in the bowels. It is worthy of remark in
thes conttection, that so soon as the bowels moved freely, the con-
vulsions ceased. 1 .admit that this may be a mere coincidence.
Trcatment.—] have already said that I found the chloral hydrate

b b The inhalation of chloroform was of very great
service, chiefly 10§ g the oc of the ive attacks.
If the first spasmodic movements were noticed, and the chloroform
freely inhaled, 1t would prevent the spasin of the glottis from occur-
nng.  Its admimstration was continued for twelve hours,  Before it
was commenced, five or six convulsions ocurred cach hour , during
its administration, nut more than two, wnd sometimes only one, oc-
curmred cach hour.  As to asafwtida and valerian, I think they w re
of no use.

Venesection.—This was perhaps the most impostant of all the
measures resorted to. It rapudly dimnished the quantity of Vlood
1 the system, and hencg st dimnished abuu the hatality to efiusion of
blood nto the spongy parts of the body, as the brain and lungs,
which 15 50 apt to occur duung the arrested respiration conscquent
upon spasm of the glottis

Calomel.—The large dos¢ that was given acted promptly I
have seen m cases reported i medical journals, the use of croton-
otl advocated as acung more speedily on the Lowels. 1 concede
that it acts more rapidly, butit is itself a powerful irritant ; and if the
presence sunply of faces e the buwels would cause convulsions,
then might we not infer that the wor -0l was contraandicated 7 In
conclusien, I ought stawe that the towal number of convulsions was
above thirty.
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ENTERITIS, WITH ABSCESS.

BY W, . BEACKSTOCK, M.D., HILLSDALE, ONT.

1 was called, on 131!, Apnl, 1369, to sc¢ Catherine \W——, xt.
fiftcen, who was suffering from acute nk of the bowels.
Rulse, 120, with pain, {ever and tenderness very strongly marked 1
immediately put her under my usval treatment for such cases, viz,
large doses of opium, with smail doses of calomel intemally, warm
f ions and ol, tereh s apphed (ly .

The pulse, fever and ronstant pain subsided in a day or two,
but the tenderness did not ; besides she was oceasionally visited by
alarming paroxysms of pain which nothing but fre¢ and repeated
opiates would aleviate.

The case progressed in this way until about one month from
my first sceing it, when I noticed commencing induration in the
umbilical region, which 1n a week’s time had spread over the whole
abdomen, so that the whole abdominal muass seemed converted intd'
an intensely hard, indurated tumor, in which state it remained for
about theee weeks, in spite of 1odine, internally and evternally, and
all other means 1 could think of, or use, to induce resolution in the
indurated mass. In spite of the induration and free doses of mor-
phine that were administered to relieve the attacks of pain, her
bowels were evacuated daily without the use of cathartics or enemeta
Matters continued thus until about the end of the second month
* from my first visit, when I began to nouce an appearance of soften-
ing near the umbilicus, which, with chills and general hectic symp-
toms, left no doubt that matter had formed.  In about a week’s time
the abscess ponted ac the umbilicus, and m a few days more dis-
charged itself much to the rehief of pattent, her friends and myself.
It continued to discharge for about another week, when 1t closed,
and her health began to mprove rapudly, with, however, oceasional
slight attacks of the pain, waich, however, gradually left her, and she
is now a healthy and well-developed young girt.  She has been en-
gaged in school-teaching fo. the last year or two, and is in the en
joyment of perfect heaith.

1 have been mduced 1o send you this case fur publicauon as 1
have no rebitection of ever reading or heanny of « sinlat one. You
will perceive that I have merely given yeu the lvading features of the
case, as a detailed account of it would be very ted ous, my attend-
ance on it extending over a period of nearly three monthe,
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CASE OF SUBCUTANEOUS N.EVUS OF THE EYELID,
TREATED BY INJECTION OF THE PERSULPHATE
OF IRON.

BY MICHAEL HILLARY., M.R.C.S., IRFLAND.

The follomng casc came under my care while practising in the
village of Stenfiville, Ont. : Ida B——, a girl thirtcen months old,
of healthy appearance, was presented to me by her parents, who also
werc of good acalthy constitutions. The child was suffering from a
large sub-cutancous nvus about the size of a walnut, situzted on
the nght upper cyelid. It was rather diffuse and extended under
the bony ndge of the orbit msomuch that 1t had pushed down the
cyeball to a level of about one-eighth or onc-quarter of an inch lower
than the other side.  The child was unable-to open that eye, and
the parents stated that the tumor was increasing rapidly in its growth.
There were two cicatitces where clectrolysis had been tried for its
cure, and 1n those scars 4 capillary novus was developed, On the
child crying or becoming excited, the tumor enlarged considerably
1 bulk. On the conjunctival surface of the lid, the mucous mem
branc was thrown into large florid plicze or ridges.

The parents stated that, from their description, clectrolysis had
been repeatedly tricd, with the result of a large discharge of matter
from where the scars were produced, but that on those healing up,
the tumor steadily progressed in its growth,

Considenng that clectrolysts had been faithfully and skillfully
tned for the cure of this tumor, and 1t haviag failed from, I belicve,
1ts not being able to make a sufficient impressiown on the bulk of the
tumor—in fact it being quite plain that fresh vascular structere was
rapidly developed in the parts destroyed by the electrolytic opera-
tion, 1d d to try the inj of perchlonde of iron solution,
but at the suggestion of Dr. Norman Bethune, I substituted the per-
sulphate, and on the 17th of April of this year, placing the child fully
under the infl of chloroform, with the assi of my brother,
Dr. Hillary of Aurora, I proceeded to nject the tumor.  Filling 2

hard-rubber hy syringe with the Liq. fem. ,. -
sulph., and then-being cm.ful to exclvde alt air from it, Y%assed my
finger under the cychd and guided the needle half-way mte the tu
mor, I then worked 1t round frecly, 0 as to break up as much of
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the vasculas structure as I could, and then drove the liquid in until
it returned back by the sides of the needle.  This first injection 1
made rather to the outer side of the tumor, then T again injected it
in thc same manner on the inner or nasal side, meeting the other
injection.  About, I think, fully one drachm of the liquid remained
inside, and the tumor was increased fully one-half in its bulk, and
became as hard as a piece of cartilage.

On the sccond day after the operation, the line of demarcation
of a large slough was phinly visible, and on the fifta or sixth day
after, the slough came away. It consisted of 2 Jarge portion of the
tumor, with the coagutum formed by the iron solution The opening
left by the slough extended to the cyeball, leaving the ciliary margin
of the cyehd intact, I then lcftit to heal by granulation, which it
did very slowiy, after the lapse of over three months, requiring
the occasional touching of nitrate of silver and sulphate of copper to
the granulations, and now at the date of this writing, t has healed
completely, leaving a long narrow cicatrix at the fold of the eyelid,*
and the child can open the eye almost as wide as the other one. [
think the sloughing away of a narrow portion of the cyelid was an
advantage, as, if 1t were possible to remove the tumor without that
occurring, an operation for ptosis would be calied for, 1rom the great
stretehng of the structures of the Jid.

‘The case is of interest, as the use of per-chloride of iron
nxvus has fallen into discredit from a number of fatal cases result-
ing from ats use.  The persulphateacts in the same way as a coagu-
lant of the blood, and I cinant see the advantage of one over the
other, 1n fact, as a styptic, T would give the per<hlonde the pre-
farence.

In Waring's Therapeutics, third edition (Sect g22), he states
that at should not be used in cases of nwevus about the head, face or
othit, and states that there have been several fatal cases from its use,
and refers to case of Mr. R. B. Carter (Med Times &~ Gasette, Sept.
5, 1863). A fatal case of Mr. Teale’s, the younger +f Leeds, is also
referved to by Gross; cause of death supposed to be formation of an
<mbolus and its passing into the circulation  May it not have been
from the incautious adrussion of air?

The carotid artery has been ticd on several occasions for the
cure of this disease, and scldom with success, and when such an casy
method of cure as that by njection of either the per-chloride or
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per-sulphate of iron exists, we should be very certam of their inabil-
ity to curc and their futility before we throw them aside.

I think the rcason of the want of success w the trcatment of
this tumor by electrolysis was from its deep connection in the orbit,
and not being able by its means to—I may say—destroy the balance
of power in the tumor. If I had only done what Enchsen and
Gross d, that is, introduced a few drops at 2 time, T be-
lieve the iron solution would have been equally unsuccessful in
effecting a cure ; but T freely broke up the structure of the tumor
before injecting the fluid, and then injected as much as I could get
to unite as a coagulant with the blood. The syringe I used held
one drachm, and T filled this twice, half of which returned back.
There is one thing now I would wish to remark, that of the difficulty
of introducing the needle. From the great constncting power .of the
iron, one would think he was driving the needle into a picce of
board, but I think this can be readily prevented by fiest dipping the
needle, prior to introduction, into 2 weak sofution of potash or am-
monia, which will neutralize the icon solution adhering to the needle.
‘Then frcely break up the tumor and inject as much iron solution as
it will hold, or until it begins to run back again.

By the foregoing means, I believe a coagulum will be formed
outside the vessels (not 7, as accordng to Holmes), pressing on
those , and so bringing on local sphacelus of the part.

ToroxTo, Dec. 16, 1872,
—_—————— 2

METHOD OF USING THE PLASTER OF PARIS
BANDAGE.

BY C. Y. MOORE, M.B.,, BRAMPTON.

The use of the plaster of Pans bandage n the treatment of
fracture has of late received so much attention in medical periodicals
that the readers of the Lancet may bear with a few hints on the
method of using it—the more so as thus part of the subject is gener-
ally omitted in the arcles published 1n the journals.

The material used 1s good plaster of Pans finely powdered. It
is said that the addition of 2 small quantity of common salt and
powderéd gun arabic ts an amprovememt, but I have always
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found the plaster alone answer sufficiently well. Let us suppose
that we are going to put up a fractured thigh, The patient is placed
upon a table, and the thigh is reduced and kept in place by an
assistant, who holds the heel in the palm of one hand while the
other has a light but firm hold of the instep and makes the required
amount of éxtension. The patient is suspended by the loins so as
not to touch the table. In country practice, the rings and hooks in
the ceilings, found in the kitchen of most farm houses will be very
serviceable, the table being brought beneath the one selected (which
it should be seen is connected with the beam) and a long stnp of
cotton or somnething similar used for suspending the body, whieh
should be far enough above the table to allow of the passage be-
tween them of the hand with a roller.  Counter-extension is kept
up by a strip of cotton passed round the groin of the sound side.
Tt can be ecasily removed after the dressings have all been
applied. Then the limb is enveloped in flannel from the toes up-
wards. It should fit closely like the leg of a pair of drawers and
the edges be brought togethcr by the ordinary glover’s stiich.  The
flannel should be old—-a piece of old blanket answers best—as new
cloth stretches after 2 time and works itsclf into folds and creases
beneath the plaster.

The perineum is covered only for a part of its estent. Then
another piece about six inches or less in width is passed around the
pelvis, its lower edge mecting the upper edge of the other and
stitched to it.  Then the limb 1s bandaged from the toes upwards
by an ordinary roller without plaster. The roller is also passed
around the part of the pelvis covered by the flanncl.  Neat we put
on the plastered bandages which are prepared by rubbug the fine
powder into the interstices and rolling up carefully. The coarser
the cotton used the better, as it holds more plaster. The bandage
should also be narrow, say an inch and a half, so that 1t can be
neatly applied, and care is to be taken that the plaster is ot thrown
in between the folds of the roller in lumps as it then goes on un-
evenly. It should be passed around the foot neatly to the toss, as
it is from the malleoli that we get part of our eatension. Lately, 1
have put the plastered bandage, except a few tums, around the foot
after the rest of the dressing is completed. By this method, the
hands of the assistant who is making extension are not disturbed
until further extension in that way 1s unnccessary. ‘The bandages
are soaked in water, squeezed out, and applied in the usual way.
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They showtd not be put into the water until they are required
for use, for1f they are kept in too long the plaster will set and thus
render them comparatively worthless. When the first layer is put
on, we sift the fine plaster over-it and adding sufficient water in a
small stream from a sponge, Tub the mixture over the bandage 50 as
to form a layer of pute plaster. Then we put on another layer of
plastered bandage and one of pure plaster and so on until we have
enougb. The number of Jayers will depend upon the quantity of
plaster used for each and upon the seat and nature of the injury,
but for mosc purposes three or four will be found sufficieat. A
finished appearance is given by rubbing dry plaster over the whole,
and those who have a fancy for eng g, i their
work with a suitable des:gn or inscnotion  The position of the
limb should be carefully maintained until the plaster has set, which
will usually be in less than an hour after its applic .lion. 1n fracture
of the thigh it 1s important to have it of sufilcient strength in front
of the grom to prevent cracking, and 2 good plan is to supplement
the other dressings at this patt by a picce of flannel well filled with
plaster, placed beneath the last layer.  This method of treatment is
espectally valuable] for Jractures of the lower extremity, but its uses
are very vaned and important. I have treated fracture of the lower
jaw very It ly by Barton’s bandage, the part about the chin
being stiffcned by the use of the plaster as above. I have also seen
1t used lately 1n a case of division of the tendo achillis where ob-
Jection was made to the usce of sutures. The foot was extended and
the plaster bandage applied from the toes to the knee, a kind of
window being left opposite the wound. The casc is yet under treat-
ment but has thus far progressed so well as to encourage the belief
that union may be effected.

I say nothing of the results and convenience of the treatment.
My object has been sumply to give such facts with regard to the
method of cartying it out, as I have learned by expericace of its
use,
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ON THE ORIGIN OF FEVER.

BY N. AGNEW, M.D., TORONTO.

The essay read by Dr. Pratt recently before the Surgical Society
of Ireland, has called forth a good deal of comment and discussion.
Dr. Prate says : “ I have read a great deal Jately in the newspapers,
both English and Inish, as well as in the weekly medical periodicals,
relative to the cause of typhoid and other fevers. ‘The writers, ab-
stuning m general from the production of any real facts, seem to be

i buting such di in their inception, to the
decomposition of ammal and vegetable matter. They trace the
first nise of the malady to malignant effluvia emitted from manure
heaps, stagnant pools, drains, sewers, cesspools, and to all such
heterogencous accumulations as are found near the dwellings of the
poor and farnung classes, as well as to the gases arising from the
closets and closed «cwers of the rich, who fare sumptuously every
day.” He then sevs that, “after a quarter of a century's experience
as a dispensary ofhcer, and having had ample opportunities of be-
coming acquatnted with the dwellings and habits f all classes of the
community, 1t 15 s firm conviction that the agencies above indi-
cated cannot be productive of fever of any type  Were it otherwise,
Ireland would cre this be depopulated from sea to sea, or at most
but spanngly and thinly 1nhabited.” He then gives a graphic ac-
ount of the abomimable state of filth in which many of the people
Iive and apparently thrive ; leading onc to the conclusion that far
more than the conventional “ peck of dirt” falls to the share of the
dwellers 1n the « Emerald Isle”—in short, a Benjamin’s mess. Dr.
Pratt’s conclusion from his own observations is, “that it yet re
mains to be discovered from what mysterious sources those fatal
maladies anse.”  In the discussion that followed the reading of the
paper, Dr. Darby said, he “could comroborate every word of Dr.
Pratt’s paper by his own observation.” He did not think that “ the
disease called typhoid could be traced to any distinct source.” Dr.
Stokes said that, “ While the presumed causes of fever are perma-
nent, the effects are not permanent, but intermitting, or at least
remitting.”  He remembered when there was a tremendous epi-
demic of fever in Ircland, and when Cork and Limerick were the
centres of the plague, the town of Killamey nearly escaped. The
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grand jury of Kemy ordered an investigation, and it was found that
the filth of Killarney was enormously greater than thn! of thc plngue.
stncken towns ! None of the gentl d an hyy
as to the probable source of typhoid in Iuland

Dr. Sharkey, of Ballinasloe, in commenting upon Dr. Pratt's
paper, and the discussion it vvoked, brings forward what he regards
as a “ crucial instance” : A family, living in the midst of filth, held
out for a fong time, but were at last attacked with typhoid. No
typhoid or any other fever had been in the parish for months. Dr.
Clark, of Cohoes, N. Y., iu the December No. of the Canada Med-
1l and Swrgecal Fournal, rings forwvard numerous cases which
occurred 1n his practive, to show that the cause of the fever was to
be found in certain stagnant pools which infected the air and drink-
ing-water of the neighborhood, and showed that persons working in
the infected district, but living at a distance, escaped.

“ Doctors differ” has passed into a proverb, and nowhere could
a better example of the fact be found than in the opinions held in
referance to the ungin of typhoid fever. Dr. Budd says that it
originates in the fecal matter disclarged by an infected person
finding 1ts way into the ingesta of others, and many fanciful expla-
nations of how that may occur have been offered in difficult cases.
One might be pardoned for asking where the first infection came
from? Clearly, Dr. Budd’s chain lacks a hnk. Dr. J. Hughes
Bennet believes that it is caused Uy poor diet. Ds. Tanner says
that 1t 1s generated Ly putrefying animal maer, the efflusia from
foul drains, or the contanunation of drinking water by decomposing
sewage. 1. Wood, of Philadelphia, says that * nothing precisely
15 known of the cause.”  Some are dogmatic, having proved to their
own satisfaction that their theory 1s correct.  One thing is certain .
many of the causes said to produce it in Europe have no existence
in localities where typhoid is found in Canada. Cases have occur-
red where contagion was out of the question—where there were
neither foul drains nor sewers, nor sour wines and poor diet, and
where the fecal poisoning theory was impossible.  Some are dis-
posed to adopt the opinion that typhoid 15 nothing more than an
aggravated ague, and that it is produced by the same cause. The
fact that typhoid often occurs in winter, during the hardest frost, and
wwhen there ts 110 intermidient, rather militates against that opinion.
The vanous and conflicting opinions only show the necessity that
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there is for more extended investigation, s order that duferences
may be reconciled and a more 4 <tiology d d

- Withoat indicating any opinion of my own, 1 will mention three
examples that occurred in my practice, i support of three of the
principal theories of onigin. I could gwe many more equally puz-
2ling.  Some years ago, I was asked to see a case m consultation.
The patient, a man between fifty and sisty years of age, had been
ill with 2cell-marked typhoid for several weeks. His son, a young
man, lying in the same room, was convalesang from egually welt-
marked typhus, In searching for the probable cause, I discovered
a large hog pen a few yards from the back-door of the house, end
dlose to the well, whence water for the use of the family was obtained.
‘The cellar under the house was filled with turatps, and I found that
about one hundred bushels of them were rotzen, 1 had the cellar
cleaned out and sprinkled with fresh me, and well ventlated. But
the hog-pen was too sacred an institution to snterfere wath,  “ 1t was
50 handy for the women to have it near the house.” Now, did these
sources of putrescert exbalations cause these cases—one typhus, the
ather typhoid?  If not, whenee the poison? I this was toe Lause,
why did the other members of the fanuly escape ?

T pass to the next example . I was calied toattend a young man
who had just ai-ived from Californa, 722 the Isthmus of Panama,
He fult rather unwell in Aspinwall, bat managed to reach home. He
had a severe attack of well-marked typhord ; head symptoms dis-
tressing, delirious for several days.  Ultmately he made a good
recovery  During his Lonvalescence, a hittle sister, eleven years of
age, was taken ill, and a fen days atter a brother. The little girl
became very ill immediately, uncontroliable intestinal hamorrhage
supervened, and she sank and died.  As 2 natural consequence. 1
was discharged, and anotaer doctor called.  Three other members
of the family were taken il The geatleman i attendance ealled 2
friend in consultation, but notwithsanding their cfforts, three of the
four cases died—four out of six, a severe mortahtyt In this last
example, the sanitary condition of the house and surroundings was
unexceptionable  The house stood upon 2 dry knoll at a consider-
ahle distance from the farm-yard and oftices ; the well was perfect ,
the habits of the family scrupulously clean, the d ions from tie
patients carefully dispaosed of. Here, at least, the pythogenic
theory of origin Lreaks down. Was 1t contagion? and were the

2
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germs of the diseasc imported and diffused by the young man from
California? At first sight, it would appear reasonable to adopt that
view ; but neither the neighbors, who acted as nurses, nor the med-
ical men in daily attendance were affected, and no other cases oc-
curred within several miles! About five miles distant, quite a
number of cases occurred. I had eight in one family, four in an-
other, and three in another, at the same time. Some of the cases
were severe, but aZ recovered.  In these last mentioned cases, no
local cause could be assigned.

Now, what conclution can be deduced from the foreguing facts ?
The first cases favor the pythogenic theory, the second cases the
contagious, and the last the miasmatic.

— e ————— - -

CORRESPONDENCE.

—

Tg the Editor of the * Canada Lancet.”

DEAR Sir,—In your Journal for December you publish an
extract from the Boston Medicel and Surgical Fournal, under the
heading “ How Homwmceopathic Converts are made,” and speak of it
as amusing—perhaps it is ; but I feel confident, sir, that you could
not have been aware of the true history of the case, as your love of
justice and fair play, which I think is generally so apparent in your
Lancet, would have caused youjto hesitate before clipping it for pub-
lication. The extract as a whole is false, and good men cf every
shade of medical faith must condemn the motives that prompted its
construction. * * ¥

The whole affair, doubtless, arose in a very harmless way. Dr.
Simpson feeling that a fine opportunity was afforded for getting off 2
good joke at Dr. Henderson’s expense, and through him, Homceo-
pathy—published an account of the unforturate box—which in the
heat of excited controversy, received a warmer coloring than was
justifiable. We can find no other excuse for Dr. Simpson, and it is
to be regretted that he did not offer an apoloyy to Dr. Henderson,
when he became aware of the true facts, which would have been
both becoming his dignity and position.

Professor Henderson considered the joke of far too grave 2
character to be allowed to pass in silenee ; and in his preface to
the first edition of his masterly work, “Homceopathy fairly repre-
sented,” he replies:
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“Now we ar¢ at direct issuc concerning the trumpery
story which Dr. Swopson has related about a box of
Homazopathic medicines, which had once been “ius own former
Homeeopathic box,” and while it was o, had its contenzs of many
phials mixed together, as he save, by some juvenile membst of his
Gamily, but which, notwithstanding, had been the means in my hands
of su convinumy me of the truth of Homeopathy, that some time
alterwards, I axsured him, as he avers, that I had s:en wonderful
effects and cures from using the drugs contamed in it," or, as he sard
10 myself, (in a conversation we had on several memorable topics
before he published this altered vension of the words put into my
mouth,) were my acwnl expressions: “Yon bux has converted
me” To both versions I mve now, as formerly, an unqualitied
denial, and for the simple and sufficient season, that tor me to have
uttered cither the one or the other would have been an untruth.
1In the words of my former refutation of the whole fable, *“my first
experiments in Xlomesopathy were made by medicines obtained from
five different sourccs, in addition 10 Dr. Simpsoa's box. The res-
pected Seerctary of the Medico-Chirurgical Society favored me with
a box, in connection with which there was, as became his character,
no trick, but ah that was fair and honest  Dr. Russell supplied me
with many medicines, Headland, of Yondon, did so tou, the
Chemust of thus cuy, at a later penod, did the same; and some I
prepared with my own hands. The results were published, apd
drew from Dr. Forbes, of Londun, the admission, that had the cases
been treated according to the erdinary school, he would have ze-
garded the results as “very satisfactory ¥ Among them were some
“ wondertut etfects and cures,” which [ have always regacded as evi-
dences of the power of Homceopathic remedies ; but that they were
due to Dr_ 3impson’s own iormer Homeeopathic box, in which the
trick was, I do not believe that I could have averred, because I was
not in the habit of noting in each rase from what source the medi-
cines 1 employed were taken, for T suspected no trick. Since Dr.
Simpson has made his tnck public, I have suspected, reasopably
enough, that some of the failures which I could not formerly account
for, but on the ground of my own want of skill, must have been due
1o the dishonest ¢ box.””

Dr. Henderson goes on a little fusther to explain how impossible
1t was for a child to have tampered with the box of medicines in the
way that has been stated, since every phial, of which there were
sixty-six, had the name of the remedy in Latin, labelled on the glass
and on the cork.

“Now,” ke says, are we asked to Leheve that 2 child of some
three years old, in the habit, as is alleged, of uncorking the bottles
of his I plaything,” emptying its into a_heap,
and then refilling them from the general mass, was 0 precocicus a
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scion that he could replace each cork of the sixty-six in its proper
place, according 10 its proper inscription? .And if not, as s per-
fectly certain, what learncd Theban wasat the trouble to re-adjust
the disordered el of 50 despised a hine "

The extract further insinvates, thatafter Dr. Henderson adopted
Homa:opathy he was obliyc 1to resign his position as physician to
the Infirnary, and lus cha, (Pathology), in the University.  Noth
ing could be more untrue.  \s a Homwopathic physician, in justice
10 his convictions, he cou'u no longer treat the Infirmary patients
according to the old fwer of medical treatnint, so he honorably re-
signed his posiion in that insutution.  His Profussorship he held,
notwithstanding that every cffort was made by his enemnes to dis-
lodge hum, up to within a short time of his death—which happened
not long si 1 he only resigned then in il of failling
heaith caused by hus fatal disease, Ancunism of the Aorta. It may
truly be smd t ~t no Professor in the University was more highly
estecemed and beloved by hts students than Dr. Henderson , and his
kindly and obliging manners won for him the respect of even his
most bitter enemies,

Hoping you will see the justice of giving space to this defence
of truth in your valuable journal,

I am,
Yours Respectfully,
Artay M. Rive.

St. Joux, N. B.

———

To the Editor of the “ Caxana Laxcar

SIR,—* Virere medied est vivere musere,” is an old aphorism, the
truth of which I think we all, sooner or later, reaize. 1 have often
thought there are few meduos that have been even three years in
practice, who, if they had the years of their youth to re-ive, would
ever put a knife in a cadaze..  Practising in a city is sometumes bad
cnough, but we poor fellows in the country have a hard time.  What
with bad roads, bad weather, bad cases, bad pay, fong journeys by
day and mght, ignorant and stingy patients, the bother of prepaning
and carrying our medicines, the intermeddling of quacks, and the
deatth of cultivated socicty, we do live miserably enough.

I somctimes feel that I would like a little sympathy and advice
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from my confreres on certain ponts connected with medical ethics
~a subject, I must say, too much ignored amongst us. For ex-
ample:

A young school-teacher, a fresh arrival in my neighborhood, who
had, a short ime previously, married a widow, the mother of five
children, and tolcrably well supphied with the needful, not long since
roused me at 2:30 AM., In 2 very peremptory and discourteous
manner, to attend his wife n labor. I immediately dressed and
hurried to the house, to find that there were ho uterine contractions,
ror any neced of my presence. I stated I could do no good then,
but pramised to call agaw before I started on my daily round, At
& v, the husband, passing my house, told nte abyuptly, without
auy explanation, that { nced not come. I asked if the patient was
alt right, and he sud ** No.” In the afternoon, being at a public
meeting, he came to me, nudged me or pulled my clothes and watked
ot hi ds 1n a most ndependent and i ious manner. 1
followed him for some distance, but finding l}m he did ot turm
around to explan, I felt so hke a little dog follmvxng his master, that
1 turned back, went home for my case of medicines and theace to the
paticot’s house.  On being showa upstairs to her chamber, 1 entered
and found the womun sitting on a chair, with the husband beside her
and his arm avound her.  ‘The expression of pain was very slights
and as I had had a call to a considerable distance, I was anxious to
get through my day’s work before dark, and would have been
glad 1o have examined the patient, 50 a5 to form 2 judgment as to
the necessity of wy remaining. I waited for a little time, scarcely
knowing what to say before the husband, and fechng mysclf de trop
m the lady’s chamber, then descended to the kitchen, where I en-
countered the patient’s sister— I believe also a morned womain. She
mediately interrogated me as to the pauents condion. 1 told
her T really could not tell anything about 1t, as her husband was
there and T had had no oppurtunity of judging. I also asked if he
was not going to his 4chool that afternoon. She sad ** No,” and
<tated that he could not lease his wite, but had remamed with her
all day  She. however, volunteered smmediately to remove hun
from the bedroom  Judge of my surprise when. on her going out,
the husband came dvwn in a towennyg passion and told me, i a
most insolent tone, without my speaking a word, that fe wisted to
know who had the best right to remain in the apartment—the wo-
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man’s husband or the doctor.  Of course I did not dispute the hus-
hand’s right to be there, but I told him quictly that I should be
ashataed to act in his presence and that it was contrary to the rule
that husbands should remain with their wives during confinement,
intimaung that in such a contingency he must not calculate on my
services. I then procecded towards the front-door, when he rushed
ahead of mc, planted his back against the door, ordered me in a
most tmxulung manner to go and attend to hus wife, and repeatedly
threatened to prosvente meif 1 refused. Though I um not of so
ponderuus a corporation as Sur John Talstafl s represented to have
been, yet I 50 far resemble him as to be unwilling to gue cither “a
reason” or anything clse * on compulsion,” and finding that an :nti-
mativn i @y opponcot that he was impmsoming me was uscless, 1
used pliysical fuice, grasping him by the collar v 3 Loth hands and
swingirg him from the Jdoor, ulthough he was u very large and pow
erful man.  Sceing that I was not to be intimidated, he then said
that he sould stay out of the room, whereupon I stepped outside
hus house and said, “Ask me avilly, now, to go and attend to your
wife wid T will do s0.” Heobeyed, saying, with the wir of a whipped
urdun, “ If you please, will you come and attend to my wife?” 1
did so and all went right, nor did he venture into the room until 1
came down stairs, after the bandage had been applicd, and told him
his wife would be glad to see him now. I never had any disagree-
ment previousiy with the foolish fellow , 1a fact, he was almost'a
perfect stranger to me.

Now, I wish to know—

1. Was I justufied 1n dechaung to act wn this case when I kaew
1 should have the presence, and most probably the insolent nter
ference of the husband during the wife s confinement?

2. Was I Lable to pumishment for assault in removing the hus:
band from the door when he barred my cgress and menaced me
with prosecution ?

3. Did my visit at 2: 30 A.M., and a previous consent to attend
to the woman, make me liable for the consequences, had I left the
house before the accouchement ? R

If this be the case, under such crcumstances of provocation
and brutality, God help us all!  Perhaps it is a weakness on my
part, but really it embarrasses me so much to have any man who i
not a medical man in the room with me at a confinement, that I
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cannot with comfort discharge my dutiex. To make a vaginal ex-
amination Lefore such a fiery and jealousminded husband as the
ane [refer to would be exceedngly distasteful to a right-minded
practitioner.

Bear with me a little longer, I want some morc information.
Within the Tast few months, two quacks have come into my neigh-
‘bourhood to practise. One of thum boarded at a hotcl, drank
plenty of whiskey, I beheve, ded bar, p ized
the druggist with a few prescnptions, got nto bis debt and then
suddenly left for parts unknown, without payng his board-bill, hav-
ing tricd 1o victimize another party by attcmpting to borrow money
on his dey He professed to have obtained his qualificati
at Queen’s College, Kingston, but the druggst told me that he did
not know the meaaing of the word * auscultation,” and said that he
had never heard it.  His a/ma ater need not then be very proud
of him. The other one is still in the locahty. He is a blacksmith
by trade and a very illiterate old fellow, but endowed with the most
sublime efirontery  He hunts up cases. It 1s clfronic cases he says
he wants,  He is atraid of getting into trouble with acutc ones. He
had th= assurance to * call upon® me, whan I asked him if he had
complied with the law.  He seemed to hnow nothing about that,
but said he had been very lucky 1n lus practice, particularly in
“ mid-wifery ;” that he could not work at hts trade now, and had to
get alivingin some way. e lately persnaGed a patient of mine, it
phthisis, to place himself under ks care, with an assurance that, as
the patient’s lungs were as sound as his own, he would have m
jumping as high as a rail-fence in 2 month > ime.  To realze these
sanguine cxpectations, he used rather sanguinary measures; for he
pulied out a lancet and bled the unfortunate youth. The pauent
had hitherto been able to walk and ride about, but the venresection
sent him to his bed and perhaps to the shades, for he was dead ina
few days.

The ill-gotten gains of such men form no source of annoyance
10 me, but there is a very great anneyance in having such persons
in your neighbourhood  They propagate falschoods shich you have
10 power to contradict, and your patients, in an cmergency, will
call 12 any one who goes by the name of *doctor.” Under such
arcumstances, these pseudo-doctors will not leave when the regular

« practinoner is called in, but hang on in order that they may have it
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to brag of that they bave met Dr. So-and-so in consultation. You
know that -
A lig 1kt Is all & hio Ay be met acd fought with outright,
Tt @ 156 Thut is Jal{ the trutl, 18 3 Lurdex matvWr vo Bght."

Such people, however, do not hesitate to airculate hes that are all
lies. ‘The person in question makes use of my name frecly, stating
that it was I who reccommended him to settlc where he is, and boasts
that in a certain urgent case to which he was called, I, bemg sub-
sequently summoned, had publicly stated that the treatment was
eacellent and I could not have done better myseif.  This man has

Dr.” painted on his door, and othernisc contravenes the Medical
Act. He goes, under pretence of buying a pound or two of butter,
to any farm-house where he hears there ts hikely to be a ™ case” to
swit him, and there sohieits cmployment. I wish to Le informed of
the Jaw provides any means of protection aganst the assumptions of
tius man, partticulatly in connection with my name. I am ready to
give hus address to the Regustrar of the Medial Counal, but I fear
that functionary cither will not or can not afford any aid in the
master. 11 so, Cnz Lone, Registrar?  Crz bono, Counatd

I must say that I sympathize with the movement of the stu-

dents.  The regular profussion suffers great injustice.  In my own
case, for example, the law has been obeyed in every particular. The
first licence I had to practice was an Furopean university degree.
The document alone cost me about £27 or £28 sterling.  Of this,
Lo wentto the Queen for stamp duty.  Then I took a surgical
diploma, which was another valid and espensive licence. I registered
in Britain, and had to pay for that. The Impetial Act states that
this registration entitles a man to practice m any gars of her Majes-
Donunions. X also paid for the licence of the Upper Canada Medi-
cal-Board.  After a ume the law nuilified thus and required us to
rugister.  Not wishing o entnnst my parchments o the posi, 1 had
10 undertake a joursicy to Ilantlton and pa, for dis process also;
the law making me, against all wy honest convictions, a member of
another and hybrid institution.  And now, aiter Leing licensed over
and over again, what Joes it profit me¢? I wan recover iy dubts in
a court of law, if I am fooi enough to go to law with my patients
But my friends, the tinker and the teamster, can recover ther busi-
ness 2ebts 1n court without any licence or registration.  Oh ! I am
legally entitled tofgive evidence in a court of law. Yes, and in cri-
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minal cases, get nothing for it. If registration would seze us from
this privilege it would be of some use. Not long since I had to
attend at the Assizes for three consecutive days at my own expense,
and to the disappointment of my patients, without even a * thank
you” for the expenditure of my time and money.

I would ask, sir, what is the use of keeping the Council in exist-
ence if every pretender who styles himself “ Doctor” is permitted
to place himself on a par with educated men who have complied
with the Jaw?  But you may say, the Council has raised the stan-
dard of education. So far so good. But that refers only to legal
practitioners. The good in this respect is neutralized by the toler-
ance of quackery. We had more protection before the Council came
into existence ; for I can well remember, in the Tumblety era, that
profound student of human nature was fined $100 and costs for as-
suming the title of ““ Doctor ” and practising without licence. If we
had a bill passed containing a stringent penal clause, why could it
not be made a part of the defined duty of the clerk of every munici-
pality to apply, within a certain time after the arriyal of any person
in his municipality who professed to be a practising physician or
surgeon, for his credentials, and if necessary to submit them to the
examinaticn of the County Attorney, who could act according to
law in the premises.

Respectfully, yours,
Live axp Ler Live

Ontario, Dec., 1872.

P ..
a0

To tho Editor of the “ CaxarA Laxcer.”

DEAr SIr,~If you will kindly insert the following P. S. at the
foot of the card, which your correspondent, R. Tracey, in the last
number of the Zancet copied as mine, and with which he attempted
to place me in a false aspect before your readers, it will tend
greatly to explain itself :—

N. B.—This announcement, [referring to th2 card,] was, and is still intended
s a public refutation of the slanderous falsehoods industriously circulated by mem-
bers of the Medical profession in Belleville, for five months, to wit: That T was
not qualified, not registered, was a quack, only 2 Vankes dactor, and latterly,
that 1 was not going to remain in Belleville, &c., &c. Hence this synopsis of my
medical education and career, to settle the matter publicly, and brand my calumni-
ators with the infamy they deserve.

BELLEVILLE, Nov. 12, 1872.
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These gentlemen, without availing themselves of the proper
avenues of correct information, in the face of my proper introduction
by my partner, Dr. Dorland, prior to his departure for Europe, and
in utter disregard of all accepted ethics of the Medical profession
any civilized country, made a most disgraceful and unworthy attack
upon my professional character in public as well as i pnvate. At
first I treated the matter with silent contempt, but after a forbear-
ance of five months, and with no card of mine in the dxly papers to
refute the constantly recurring mualignant assertions, I issued a
synopsis of my education and medical carcer, as well as my pro-
fessional titles and apy for public verdict. This card
formed the subject matter for your correspondent, R. Traccys
letter, and in a guilty spirit of recri ion he dilated h
upon it and distorted it considerably. My card presented no
features very different from others of the profession in Belleville,
unless in numerical supeniority of titles and appointments. Not one
word of vaunted superiority in any class of discases , but my educa-
tion in Forcign and Bntish Schools was with my career, lad before
the intelligent public for their judgment as to my fitness, and theyw
confidence in a professional capacity. It happened also about the
time 1 amved here, that a change was taking place in the Medical
Registrarship, and in spiic of my endeavors to be registered speedily,
(a system I heartily uphold,) delay was unavordable, but immedsately
the new Registrar assumed office I was registered forthwith.  With
more virulent animosity than guardian zeal for the ion, these
gentlemen made the most of this delay. Your correspondent’s
raillery at my calling in a little French, and about as much German,
Js exceedingly puny : for hero his evident inability to translate a very
simple sentence in French and German proves his wit to be exactly
in inverse proportion to his ignorance. * * *

We have a mixed population of ¥rench and German n Belter
ville, as elsewhere in Canada, besides Bntsh Amencans, whose
cducation cnables thein to make that use of my announcement which
Iintended. Personally, I'dewcst the current style of medical cards
in newspapers, preferring rather to relinquish *the shop ” to shop
keepers, and thus preserve our disunctive claim to being * profes-
sional gentlemen” 1n its integnty. But O tempora, O mores / after
quietly end five months relentless and insidious defs of
my professional character, and “ pattence had ceased to be a victue,”
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I was ined to follow the ple of the “grex culgus* and
inserted my card in the papers, not descending to R. Tracey's petti-
fogging expedient however, of utilising barber's shops, saloons, &c.,
for advertizing purposes, s crying ““ peccavi™ is cheap atone-
ment forsooth, after reaping for a year or more by his procedure,
unfair advantages as we may mfer in all reasonableness  He utterly
fails, in 1nviting ) b his expedient for obtai
practice and mine, and he contrasts badly as the result.

Not long ago a member of the profession here made a hasty
trip to England, and upon his return duly announced himsclf as &
“member of the Anthropologicat Society 5 “member of the Obste-
trical Society,” &¢., &¢., 1 axfenso, so then, that my detractors fur-
nished me with most lient precedents in the advertising line will
generally be conceded. * % * Il disguised and disappointed,
greed for the pickings of my partner’s practice, on the occasion of
his departure for Europe, has had mnch to do with the true animus
of this controversy, but I held too tight a rein upon public confi-
dence to suit them, and proposing to continue my hold, by devotion
to my own and not other peoples’ business, I icave them to therr
own reflection, calling to my awd for their cdification (and that of
their mouth prece, R. Tracy, your correspondent, especially,) a little
Latin, since French and German proved so indigestible, sera uun
quam ¢st, ad bonos mores inG.

Yours respectiutly,
Erwarn CLapaam.

5

Belleville, Decemnber 24th, 1872,
—
{To the Editor of tho Canada Lanc- t.j

DEAR Siz,~In your December number, I find a communica-
tion over the signature of Dr. Cornell, which, in pomnt of criditton
and research, deserves more than a passing comment I have often
puzzled my brans sboug what the doctor so clegantly calls the patky,

and, though I have a medical dictionary, I never could fully under-
stand at. - How simple 1t scems now ! what lucubration, what toil he
must have had ! But then perchance to him it appeared perfectly
facile, one who understands Greek as well as he dees, Arabic and
Latin and Hebrew would casily master the idea I am somry that
the doctor did not give the vemacular of his quotation from Greg-
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ory ; do you know where I could obtain a cram copy of the work?
1 am afmid it is getting very scarce.  All must admire the modest
candor with which he acknowledges that dunng his term or terms as
medical examiner he literally did nothing and was paid for it.  We
knew that, yet it gocs to show that there 1s notlung vulpine about
him , the time has come, he thinks, when ke Welsey, “he must fay
his honors down , ” ncvertheless, he can say, that he has left ail cor-
rect en famille, and that i> somcthing to have achieved. There are
some who say, that the Edlectic guota of the Medical Councl did
not exhibit a fair representation of the talent, &c., of the Eclectic
profession , but this 15 after all only an opimion. 1 beheve 1t is
Burke who remarks, “ That because half a dozen grasshoppers make
the field ring with thewr importunate chink, whlst thousands of great
cattle reposing, chew their cud and are silent, you are not to im-
agine that those who make the noise are the only inhabitants of the
field” Some of the small fry of the Eclectic Medical Society, who
are allowed to worship at a distance, like the brused worm, tum
round, make use of adjectives, and ask why thes names are dragged
into print to serve a point or help the large_tadpole to display the
ego. Myself ard—wate to me—is the Alpha and Omega, lke 2
woman’s postscript it contains the gist of the whole. I concede the
fact that certain persons did sign their names to 2 proposition to the
Medical Counc.l of Oatano, Lut they deny the nght of any person
(who having for a distinct purpose obtzined the same) for his own
ends to ventilate their names in a public joutnal without either Jeave
or licence. When Dr. Muir published a communication through
your periodical, he only ¢xpressed his own views, which he cleatly
had a right to do ; but Dr. Cornell gocs ihe whole length, sbuses-
private confidence, and exposes that whice was never tended for
the public. I am not surpnsed at what he has donc or published.

9 I merely give vent to my feclings and that of others on the subject
—* Nemo mortaliura omnibus horis sapit,” and rather foolish some
of us feel overat, to speak vulgasly, we have been sold, disgusted
with the men or a porton of them who have by the unfortunate in- ’
difference of most of us been thrust torward by a clique as our 1¢p-
resentauyes, we ¢are aot now to move in the matter, most of us ¢
cept from necessity the situation we are placed in, but we disown the
would-be leader,

Yours respectfully,

X.

i

e ot e o o
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ITo tho Editor of the Cacada Latect}

DEAR Sizt,—What are we to understand by the tenns, “ Legally
qualified pracutioner,” and * General profession”?  In the Decem-
ber issue of the Zaxcet, the names of several gentlemen are given as
being desirous of mergmg m the “General Profession”  One of
these, to my surpnise, 1s a man whom I have scen travelling through
the country, styhng humself “The Great Physician,” curing all
mauner of diseases by magic.  His examinations were gratis, his
charges for drugs moderate ; ins belts for eure of rheumatism only
$514, and his cure for goure smply the laying on of hands, or
“ rubbng down ,” beeause, as hesaid, he happened to be the seventh
son. I wonder 1f ttus power had anything to do with the reduction
of a certamn wase at strangulated hernia, which occurred in the per-
son of Mrs. P- =, to whom he was ealled ; it so, the assist-
ance of another physician of less pretensions was necessary  Now,
sir, arc we young nien who are compelled to spend so much time in
acquinng bot literary and professionat knowledge to be classified
with such men as this? To herd as it were with rmyacity of the
vilest character because clothed with legal dignity > No ' I mistake
the character of the wnter of that article if he would not revolt
against such miserable quackery. -

Yours truly,
Mepicus.

Toronto, Dec. 16th, 1572.

Selected Qvticles.
THE INFLUENCE OF THE MENTAL OVER MAN'S
PHYSICAL FORCES.

We prick the finger with a ncedle, and instantaneously a nerve
of sensation gives us an intelhgent 1dea of violence By the aid of
the scalyel and microscope we are enabled to follow vp the nerve
fbre to its staning point.  No sooner has-the sensation reached
what we are taught to call the root of the wind, the bmin, than
2nother set of nerve fibres spring mto action, and at once withdraw
tie fioger from further injury. These nerves of sensation and motion
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are simply prolongations of the medullary substance of the brum,
spinal cord and semilunar ganglia, which find their way to every
patt of the body. Had no other office been assigned to the bran,
than the control of these forces alone, it would have a duty of
highest importance tu pedform  But we have an ofiice assigned 1t
nfiniely higher than that of sensation of motwon.  The brun is the
worhshop of man’s mental forces , this he wall nather assume ror
deny, holding either posiuon Leyund demunstration, but swaply ask,
where are the nerves of thought 2 Are they wrapped up in the gray
or white substance of the bram, to grow and strengthen as Prof.
Agasaz advises us, by eating fish 2 ot as Mark Twain pertinently
suggests, 4 whale? Or are they lying loose m the front and large
portion of the brain, the ore-fourth of which I have scen a boy lose,
from a fracure caused Ly a gunshot wound, without affecung his
mind? But the object of this paper is not so much to hunt up the
exact location of man’s mental forces, as to show their wfluence upon
physical organs, the exact location of which we do understand, to-
gether with their functions,  That a man may enjoy good physical
health with a very fecbk intellect is a fact so well “established that
but few will controvert it.

» But the converse will not hold good , the immortal pact of man,
that which was made in the likeness and image of the Infinite, 15
dependent for its proper, full and vikorous development upon the
healthy and well-developed conditton of ali the physical organs.

A man is no more capable of rexsoning correctly who 1s in con-
firmed hypochondria, which we have been taught to beheve has its
origin often in the derangements of digestion, than he would be with
softening of the brain, or, if you please, with a tumor on the brain.
Yet the mind, so to speak, may dwarf the man physically to such an
extent as to cut off its own supply; and it is this, as guardians of the
health and preservation of our race, that we are daily called upon to
consider, and, it may be, to corect. The influence ot the nmnd is
more frequently, and, perhaps, more directly, felt upon the stomach
than any other organ.  Who of us has not sat down to dinner with
a keen relish for the good-things set before us, when some sudden
news, depressing, perhaps, in its character, has in a moment induced
saticty. Intense grief or fear is said to have changed the color of the
hair in a single night from black to white. An over anxious feeling,
coupled with hope and doubt, 1s very apt to increase the secretion of
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the kidneys.  Prurient thoughts will inercase the sceretion of semen; -
the cry of a young child will start the Jacteal flow 1n the mother; the
fear and dread ¢f a cancer have, without :nuch doubt, converted 2
simple fibrinous tumor of the breast into a malignant onc; putrid or
disgusting objects may produce emests, and there is but httle doubt
but that the mental emotions may be so operated upon as to cause
an attack of diarrhaca. And so we might go on unti wc had
enumerated nearly all of the secreuny organs of the body. Men, in
good health, meet with some little reverse in their buswess ; they
grow anxious about it, loose sleep and appetite, then they worry be-
cause they cannot cither eat or sleep, until they become sick.  The
physician is told everything but the truth, when he proceeds to worry
them additionally with drugs. When death supervencs, they die of
“soft~ning of the brain,” a very convement disease for men to dic
of ; the skull is so thick that you canaot convemently feel the brain
through it ; and then if an autupsy is made, why, the bran is always
sure to be soft, which proves eminently satisfactory to the friends.

A sick person grasps the thoughts of a phystcian the moment he
enters the chamber, and he holds them as 1t they were things tangi-
ble, just as he does the outstretched hand, only he Holds them long
after the doctor has gone on his weary way. Hence the quier,
cool, casy, cheerful, selfpossessed, confident doctor, is always the
successful practitioner. A physivian once wished to comphment a
lady, who had brought a floral tnbute to onc of his sick patients,
and while looking upon the little bouguet of flowers close to the
blanched cheek, he politely remarked that he once knew hfe and
death poised in the balance, and the delicate odot of the citron
wrned the scale in favor of life. While this may not be literally
trwe, it is not without its effect, and 1t 1s as much the duty of a
physician to look atter and control that spirnit essence, or subtle
essence, the mind, as it is to know that the stomach has been re-
lieved of its noxious bile, or that the fevered pulse now keeps pace
with his ogn  The fincet medical lecture ever given, at least in so
short a2 compass, was by Solomon,, 1t 1s this : ** A mezry heart doeth
good like a medicine, but sorrow 1s as rottenness in the bongs.”

Itis a common saying that you must have farth 1 a doctor, or
his medicine will not cure you. Now confidesce and trust in 2
physician's skill is, no doubt, oftentumes fraught with good results.
The solution of this is that the mind 1s reheved, n 2 measure, of its
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anxiety, ceases to concentrate itself upon the diseased organ; but
this is not so much a cure by faith as it is a cure by mental over
physical force. It is not only that one’s own physical organs are
influenced by mental force, or mesmerig force, but that through the
latter, or nerve force, one’s mind exercises a material influence cver
another’s physical organs. This pertinently suggests the necessity
of a thorough study and knowledge of human nature, by the well-
educated physician. It is not unfrequently the case that we find
physicians eminently qualified to practice their profession who are
very unsuccessful in their practice. Why is this? It is certainly
not because their diagnosis has been faulty, neither is it because
improper medicines have been used ; but it is because the mind of
the patient is stretching forth its delicate tendrils—may be bruised
ones—found nothing to refresh and strengthen them. Simply be-
cause the souls of the physician and patient, or their minds, did not
seek to get acquainted with each other. This certainly is the chief
cause of their failure, and tells us vefy plainly that our minds, our
souls, our thoughts, must be administered, as well as our drops and
pills, if we would successfully combat diseasc.

We occasionally meet persons with imaginary diseases—imagi-
nary in the beginning, but real in the ending. Again, there are
some persons who have had real disease, been thoroughly cured, and
yet their minds, so to'speak, remain so full of the disease that they
cannot be-made to believe they are well, and a depressing influence
is thus brought to bear upon their general health, closely allied, if
not akin, to the trouble they have been cured of. Now, blister,
plaster and quinine will not relieve this class of patients; they can
only be cured by administering to what we have been taught to call
a diseased mitd an equal amount of healthy mind.

How is it to be done? Well, there comes the rub; it is enough
for my present purpose to say it must be done. Association occa-
sionally develops disease, for instance, chorea. A boarding-school
miss gets sick, recovers in a degree, but there remains with her an
involuntary motion of some of her limbs, beyond her control. This
occasionally estends through an entire class, almost.as much so as
rubeola or pertussis would. This, of course, I do not class as a
disease of the mind, but rather as one that may be caused by acting -
throtgh the mind.  One other class of patients and I am.done. A
patient comes to you, a highly intelligent gentleman, a lawyer per-
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haps, may be a divine ; he has read w great deal, he has thought a
great deal, and no doubt but he knows a great deal in his line. He
holds in his hand an advertisement, which he has cut from a news-
paper, of some patent medicine man, or it may be a leaf out of
Jayne's almanac ; possibly some disciple of Hahnemann has sugared
him up by his description of the aches and ills that flesh is heir to.
Now, he wishes you to distinctly understand that he does not belicve
in patent medicines, and as for those little pills, he thinks nothing
could be more insignificant.  “ But then,” continues he, * they have
described my feelings better than I could do it myself, and it may
be possible that this is just what I need.” You examine the case
carefully, and find instead of his needing w “ Liver Iavigorator,’®
“Lung Balsam,” Blood Purifier,” or * Catarrh Snuff,” that he has
simply overtaxed himself, both mentally and physically, until he can
casily imagine aches he does not feel. But there is still another, and
perhaps better reason ; it is this : nearly every patent medicine man
man describes about the same class of symptoms, in about the same
. words, no difference what the disease he is describing.  This is not
natited by the general reader. It requires only alittle careful word.
ing, with a moderate degree of ingenuity, to tell 2 man about how he
feels, for there is scarcely any sick man who feels well. A little ad-
dress may be well in the beginning ; for instance, preface your re.
marks with, “ You know from your own personal observation that he
is 2 man who will ot give up to trifles; that he has a general feeling
. of languor and debility all over; an occasional chilliness, followed
with more or less fever, flashes of heat, a general aching all over, an
occasional palpitation of the heart, a little nervous, will start sudden-
ly if irightened, irregular appetite, cannot sleep well, a little running
round of the head if he stoops down and rises up suddenly; after
cating a earty meal he gets up from the table feeling full” Now,
this \\f'ill satisfy nine men out of ten. Of course, I need not here re-
mark that this is all absurd, but nevertheless it is kindred stuff
through patent medicine advertising, that causes a great deal of the
diseasss of both the mind and body that we are called upon to treat,
and T merely refer to it to illustrate the action of the forces of which
this paper is the subject.—Dr. Fones in the Medical and Surgical
Reporter.
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A TEST FOR ¥PU

[Dr. Day, ot Australia, has made sumc indaiesting ubsenations
ca pus, which we guote from the Tondon Medical Tume, and
Gazelte.}

“Tn 1863," he observes, 1 had the zood fortune to discoser
« very delicate test for pus, and bave since been in the almest daily
habit of applying it, in conjunction with other toots, as aids to
diagnosis. In this way I have learned some very interesting facts
regardiag the properties of pus.  T'or instance, I have found that
1n:1hln- pus, when dried. becomes chiemically inactne, although,
Mien moistencd with water, it again resumes its chanial acuvity ;
abso, that pus derived Jsrom penons swiering from discases allied to
erysipelas, possesses unusual activity  more than that stotn healthy
percons—and which it is capable of retaming for yeas.,

“On this paper are tho <pots of pus, which had been aflowed
o dry by exposure to the air.  To one has been added tie pus test
aione, with, as you may see, a negative result, dry pus being devoid:
of chemical activity. “to the other a drop of water is added, and
then 2 drop or two of the pus test, with the result which always
follows the application of this test to most pus -namely, a Dright blue
reaction.

“ T mentioned gust nuw that pus secreted by pursons suffenng
from discases allled to erysipelas is mose active in its chemical
properties than healthy pus.  On this piece of glass 1> sume pus
taken from a large carbuncle on the neck of an elderly gentleman
tvo years and three months ago.  He was suifening from symptoms
of blood poisomng at the time.  "This pus, as you will see, although
it has been freely cxposed to the wr dunng the whole time, and
sometinies to great heat, sull retains its power of acimg chemcally
on the pus test, and it does 5o even when dry, thus showing that 3t
possesses greater chemical activity than ordinary pus.

“You will perceive that, in the explanation I have attempted
regarding the influence of moist and dry aur over the propagation of
erysipelas and s allied diseases, 1 have assumed that when the
chemical activity of pus is suspended, its power to act 4> a poron on
the system is also suspended.

« I will trespass on your time by bringing one other experiment
inder your notice, as it may help to explan the smodns sperards of
Prof. Lister's antiseptic treatment of wounds.
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* 1 have found that carbolic acid possesses the property of
entirely and permanently destroying the chemical activity of pus,
whether denved from healthy or unhealthy perssons.  On this paper
is ~ome pus which had been moistened wath water, to give it chemi-
cal activity, .\ few drops of watery solution of carholic jacid were
then poured over it, and after the lapse of a quaster of an hour, the
pus test was app]ud, with, as you my sce. a perfectly negative
fesult”

Dr. Day's pus test is so siple i the mode of applianee, and
apparently so certun n ats revelations, that we hase lutle doubt it
nill soon come intw daily use s an o1 1o dagnosis.  He prepares
Tis test uid by expostng a saturated alcoliotte solution o1 guaizcum
to the air unul it has absorbed a sufcient quantity of oxygen 0 give
it the property of turming green when placed i contact with iodide
of potassitun,  On moistening the most innute quantity of pus with
water, and pouring 2 drop or two of the test flnd vver' s, a clear blue
wolor is produced.- -Medical and Surgeal Reperter,

. R

THE HEAVIEST BRAIN ON RFCORD.

De. James Morris, of London reporte the following casc in the
Bratisk Medical Fonrnal :

On October 3rd, 1849, there was almnted into Unnersity Cole
tege Hospital James Hursey, aged 38, bricklayer, 2 robust-looking
man. Ruptured seventeen yeass before , he has lett off his truss two
or three years ; now the rupture was down and could not be retum-
«d. It was right inguinal, smali and tense, with no impulse on
coughing, Inthe evening Mr. Arnot operated.  “The sac was open-
ed; much serum, tinged with blood, mn from the abdomen ; the
omentum was adherent to the sac; the constricted bowel, of a dark
mahogany color but shining surface, was returned.  He did well at
first, but died two days later.  Erysipelas and  pyemia at that time
prevasled in the hospital  Of ten ive cases of gulated
hemia operated on by several different operators, and  treated after-
wards on the most diverse principles, only one survived. In that
case (Mr. Marshall's) the sac was not opened.

‘The post mortem ion of Hursey discloséd peritonitis, a
serous cyst e the liver, some damage to the kidneys, old p\cnmlc
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adheions of the right side, recent lobular pncumonia {result of
pyxmia), and «ome hypertrophy of the left sentncle of the heart.
‘The weight of the brain, taken immediately on removal, excecded
sixtyseven ounces. This weighing was most carefully made, and
was witnewed by seveml students.  “The brain was well proportion.
ed; the ¢ lutions were not ) d; though the surface as
fairly moist, it only lost abowt one onnce weight after the usual dis
scction and draining for wwo hours. "Vhe specific gravity was not
wken. The cerebellum and pons wire separately weighed , of these
I have not the figurcs, but there is no reason to suppose that they
were disproportioned to the rest of the brain, as in the cholera case
recorded by Dr. Parkes.

Hursey's height was about five feet nine inches and a halt.
“Theee was the utmost ditiiculty i obtaning a satisfactory history of
him.  His wite and his landlady gave different accounts, It seemed
that he was a wative of Sussex (Dr. Parkes case was an Inshman),
and had left hes village and changed s name on account of some
poaching troubles , that he was not very sober, had a good memory,
and was forad of politics,  He could neither read nor wate.

Care v Ortkauns,  The following sensible remarks were
made by Professor Humphrey, F. R. 5, in a climeal lecture on
lithotomy . “ Fhe great sccret of suceess 1n operations, as in all
efforts in life, is & painstaking and carcful method of prodecure, and
in no operation 1 this more truc than in lithotomy. in 1t the recor-
cry of the patient depends, perhaps more than i any other, on the
manner in which it 15 performed. \ccordingly, when, thirty years
ago, having just emerged trom pupilage, I had the good fortune, to
be appointed surgcon to this hospital, where I knew I should
be called upon w perform lithotomy, 1 was much impressed with the
responsibility of the task, and st about serously to conwider the
mode in which it could best be done, and 1 laud down for mysels, a
plan to which I hase ever smee doscly adhered. A careful in-
vestigation of the subject, and an imvestigation of the different
modes of operation practised by the most c¢minent men, convinced
me that in this, a5 w most operauions, the mimmum of deep
cutting was the safest course and gave the best results. Reading
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confirmed what observation bt shown me, and what reason had
sugzested, that not the brilliant, but the cautions operatun were the
mast successful. 1 came to the conclusion that in deeply seated
parts 1t 15 better 1o make nibeteen or twenty cuts, amounting in
the aggregate to mne-tenths of an inch, provided that i sufficient
taan one cut amonnting to an inch,  The extrn tenth will now and
ten turn the scrle against the patient, thouzh the quicker pro-
¢ ecling may seem to tell m Gavour of the operator I iti s Madical
Foternal.

— e e e
MONOBROMIDE OF CAMPHOR AS A NERVINYE,

De. William A, Hommond writes * (Nete York M, Four.d—
* My eaperi with the b 1+ of (amphor, thuugh thus
far limted, is eminently satistactory [ have employed 1t two
ases of infantile ¢ lsions due to the irritation ot hing, mth
the effect in cachi instanee of prev mtmg the further aceusrence of
paroxysms which g ly to s had been very
frequent.  In each case a gram was given every hour, rubbed up
with a lmlc micilage of acacia.  Three doses were suflicient in one,
and two in the other case, “The children were aged respectively
fifteen .md cighteen months. Innu.n obstinate case ol hysteria
occurring in a young married ladv. in the form of parosysms of
weeping and laghing, al with epaleptiform il chor
cunvabions, T aave lhc monobromude ot camphor w doses of tour
Knins every hour “The infwence was distinetly percened after two
doses were taken, but ten-were necesssary tu break up the atack,
(s was 2 ven favorable result, as 4l the Ill’ululls suizures had
Lhted from five to cleven days, umnfluenced W medication or moral
susion T have abo employed it with excellent effect in several
cases of heada he ocounng m women and young girks, and due to
mental excitement and excessive study  One dose of foue gryins
was gencrally sutficient to et short the attack.  In two wises, three
duses at intervals of half” an hour were necessars  In wakefulness,
the seswlt as 1t so generlly 18 of of cerebral hypervina. the mono-
bromide of camphor appears 10 be greatly infenor to lhc hronnde or
«aleinm or even the other |, d But at rs app
w delirium tremens, 1 have not yet had the opportunity of trymg
it 1 this disease, but I shoul 1 nat hesitate i a case ot the affection
10 dunnsster it doses of wve grams every hour or halfhour, with
the onfident capeceation tha. sedation and sieep would result. The
“The monobromde of camphor may be gnven n the form of a pilt,
with conserve of roses as the excipient, or ava m alure with mici-
1age of gum arabic Aad symup.  “FPhe dose for adults ranges from two
10 five grains.—(Med. Cosmos.)
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THE RECTILINEAR ECRASEUR.

The last lecture 1 heard from M. Nelaton, in Paris, was on tho
use of the araseur liniere of Chasugnac for removal of hemorrhor-
daltumors.  He made two fatal objections to it.—1st, in mnternal
hemorthoids it is sometimes
followed by dangerous hemorr-
hage ; 2nd, from the amount of
tissue embraced it not unfre-
-1 quently causes stricture of the
Tdanus, ‘These objections 1 can
:  fully endorse from my onwn ob-
servation.

About twelve months a0 1
contrived a sectilinear ecrascur,
which [ think, properly env
ployed, is free from the above
objections, and fulils all the
wdications better than any
operation yet devised. Jt ic
almost entirely free from subse-
quent pain.

A glance at the above draw-
ing will show that this instru-
ment has two parallel blades
coming together like 2 clamp.
One blade has a_narrow fencs-
tra running its whole Jength of
about three inches, and the
other presents a rough edge
(like a fine saw) so constructed
as to pass into and fill up the
fenestra  when the clamp is
closed. ‘There is a shoplder
projecting on each side of the
blades, for the purpose of
crushing more  perfecth  the
tissues operated upon, o littk

Ie
beyond the thin edge of the
blade.

This wstrument  does nat
completely sever the Ussues (23
does the (ecraseur of Chassaig:
nac), but crushes them down to
avery attenuated pulp. 15 the hemorrhoid s within the sphine.ters
it is safest to tie a higature in the swious madetby the éeraseur for
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fear of some sccondary hemorrhage—the tissue is so compressed
that a very smalt pedicle §s left for the ligature, aud the vitality of
the part being completely destroyed the ligature canuses no pain, and
the tumor drops oft’ in a dav or two. T cut away with scissors the
part of the timor outside of the ligature at the time of the opera-
tion.

I removed five intemal hemorrhoids, at one sitting, from a
patient, a few days ago, in the presence of Dr, Keyes, Castle, Yale
and Deudley, and after the offect of the anasthetic passed off,
the patient never complained of pam.  “Tlas 1s 2 result which is i
possible after ligatures. The clamp and actnal cautery used by some
surgeons give good results, but much more troublesome.

Where the hemarrhoids are extemal, instead of using a ligatuze
T clip them off with scissors as soon as the clamp is removed.

_‘The principal ad ges of this are i

st It bs casily and mapudly applied, and requires much less
time in its action than that of Chassaignac.

¢ removes in a 7ight Jine the exact amount of tivue desited,
and i¢ rot followed by pain. 4

‘This instrument is applicable to the tongue, cervix uteri, penis,
wnors on cervix uteri or vagina, the vagina in operations for proc:-
dentia wten, &c. - e, Nott in the Jel. Reeord.

PHYSICLAN'S BILIS

It there be any one thing in the medical protession demanding
2 change, it is tie plan hitherto adopted, of sending bills for pro-
fessional attendance only once. or perhaps twice, yearly.

There are many objections to this plan.

Fird. People frequertly change their locations, and when
sought, are therefore not to be found Yet these same persons might
have paid a small bill if promptly sent at the ce: of &

Second. Bills mnning for 2 lon" time may, and generlly do be-
come farge 1 and many persons cannot pay exe large bill as casily as
the same bilt divided into parts, and presented at difierent peniods.

Ziird Bills, if let run -till they become large, are more apt w0
have decuctions voluntanly made by the sender, at the time of de-
livery ; o that even if pad, less is reahzed by the doctor than if
sent more frequently,
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Faortie. Niteo a lowg period has elapsed, peopie forget the
length-of time the physician has been in attendance, and-may not
feel the same sativfaction as i€ they had recensed thewr ntls immedi
ately, or soon after the services were rendered,

L. In due coune of time the gratitude is Jost, and one great
incentive 10 pay the bl is Jost with i

Sixth. By the coune hitherto purswed attention must be too
Tong bestoned before we can disconer the true character of our
d=btors ; and we really indirectly encourage those who male 1t a
mle to go from doctor ta doctor as soon as the bill becomes large
or is presented.

Resides these Teasons, we know that it is almost the uni ersal
prartice now, in other hinds of busmess, to favor, and follow the
method of sending statements frequently. and generlly monthly.
And why should not physicians observe m theis busmess relations
the rules pertaining to other business transactions 2

In accordance with the above, we notice that the Sydenhaw
Medical Corterie, of this city, has passed the following resolutions :

Kesolied 1st. That on every bill hereatter sent the following.
words be added = « Bills rendered monthiy.”

Resolrad, 2d, That the bills 4. thus often rendered, unless stijl
in attendance on the paticnt.”

We recomnend this action to the notice of physicians, and if
a// would unite n this plan we think there would not be so much
complaining among us about nut collecting wur due,  Madeea! and
Swusgical Reports, DPhiladelphia.

- R -

T Eatovnion i Crote (Modener ). - 1n croup the mucus
membrane is infiltrated with very namerows round cells, snch as are
* found in all inflammations, and the false manbzane when exannned
also proves to be richly supplied with sumilar cells,  The cells i the
false membrane are anbedded in o basis substance, which has i
some ¢ases a homogeneous, in others & somewhat Sbnillated appear-
ance. Now opinions differ as to the ongn of the false membrane ;
somce hold that the basis substance is formed by the conversion of
the cpithelial cells of the mucons membrane, :ie round cells owing
their existence o an endogenous production withm the epithelial
cells.  But the author is of opiniun that croupouy false membrane >
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a true exudation, the basts substance being conposed ot Absn e just
as that of the 1 on serons b in acute

and the round cells being amecboid cells which have wandered into
the false membrane, as we find them 1o do i the mtlamed pento.
newm,  His chief reasons for this vien, are, that the false membmne
i frequently produced after the mucous membrane has 1ost 1t~ ¢pi-
helinm, and he has seen no trace of the metumorphosis of the eothe-
linm 1n the trachea, such as is described by some in the pharyns. —
Glsgore Medical Fournal,

ORIGIN oF Pus Corvtsulrs (Hofmar). -1t seems now pretty
well established that the statement fonmerly made by Virchow, that
the connective tissue is the one source of all mflammatory eclly,
was 100 wide, and that pis corpuscles are, 1 part at least derved
from the white blood corpuscles.  The newt step of coutse is to-
the opposite extreme from that of Virdiow, namely, to assert that
the connective tissue takes no part in the production of pus corpus-
cles, and this etreme Cohnheim was not slot to reach. “The
present paper aims at a solution of the question in an expenmental
manuer,  The plan of the author’s evperiments was, to charge the
connective tissue of a fiving animal with vermillion-granules, and
then to cause suppuration to L set up . and now f yermillion were
found in the pus corpuscles it would be wferred that the latter arose
from the conncctive tissue, and if not, that the contrary was the case.
He found that when vemnillion was injected into the vessels of 2
rabbit, it could be made to collect in considerable quantity within
the comnective tissuecells of a given part, by irritating the patt.
Having thus got the connective tissue charged he exened a poruon
of the tissue, and s induced suppuration, and found that the pus
corpuscles contained no vermithon-granules.  He conchudes, there-

. fore, that the fixed connective tissue corpuscies do not take part

the formation of pus corpuscles. 1wd that as Cohnhemm asserts no
source of pus corpuscles except the bluod has yet been proyed.—74

Di. Wi Richwpson's  Leeanusy or Duaneres --Dr
Richardson (Awm. Practitioncr) was himself attacked ten years ago
with diabetes.  After a prolonged trial of the most approved reme-
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<ies he was fortunate enougl to hit upon a plan of treatment by
which he has been cured, and by which also other diabetic paticnts
have been much benefited.  ‘The essential features of this plan are
the employment of regular and steady exercise, ablution of the skin
«daily yith soap and water, the use of a bath, containing a tablespoon.
ful of carbonate of soda, twice in the week ; exposure of the body as
far as practicable to sunlight, and the continuous use of iton, which
he uses in the form of tincture of the perchloride in four or five
drop doses, with one or two drops of tincture nux vomica and eight
or ten grains of chlorate of putash three times daily. He s an
advocate of restricted dier; but when the plan of treatment which
he suggests is carried out fully he finds that & considerable amount of
relaxation as regards foud is not injunous. He regards the sudden
adoption of a very restricted  diet as likely to-prove ghly prejudi-
cial. Dr. Richardson's present dictary is sufficienly liberal, and,
besides meat, includes brown bread, with plenty of fresh butter,
macaroni, and rice, potatoes sparingly, and occasionally 2 little dry
fruit.  Even a few glasses of ckampagne occasionally he does not
find at all injurious,

- — -

Ihetrsic Pavsicians - [We observe i the Ontario Gazette
a notice to the effect thar application will he made to the legisiawre
of Ontario at its nest session for an .Act to amend the “ Ontano
Medical -\ct,” 50 as to allow physicians of the Hygienic School to
register and partiupate i akl the nghts and povileges granted by
«aid Act. We very much nustake the st of the Tegistature of they
will (ntertain any such proposition.  There can be no legitimate
rezsons given for the incorporation of one or two individuals into a
separate body and giving them representation under the Medical
Act,-—might as well think of mcorporating clectncians, clarvoyants,
midwives, o Jve enns vmne who choose to cail themselves by dis
tinctive names. b is only an attempt o give « legal status to men
who are not entitled to it cither by vducation or professional abihity,
and which ought to be frowned down by every night minded public
man. This so-called system has nothing in it, that is not known
and practiced by every intelligent physian of the vanous schools
recognized by the Ontanio Medical Act and we cannot therefore see
how 12 can be argued that i any wav the pulil would be benefitted
by such a movement.J—Zd. Land.

UIBI e
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A Nonthly Journal of Nedical and Surgical Seience,

182068 Prowptly on the Kirst of eack Month.

S Comnuncatione sluated on al Medical and “aennfic subjeets, and also Reports of
€ares crrting 1o practice  Adeertirenrnts wne. rted or, the most hderal terms, Al
Leltery @uul Comunrmianations 10 be arldrvasd 1o the * Editor Canada Lancet,” Toronto.

TORONTO, JANUARY 1, 1853,

MEETING OI' THE MLEDICAL STUDENTS OF TORONTO.
.

P —_— .
Ameeting of the students of the three medical schools in this .
city was he!d on the 3oth of November to consider the working of .

the Ontario Medial Act, and to bring under the notice of the Coun-
cil ceraain gricvances of which they complain.  “The following re-
solutions were submutted to the meeting :

. 15t “Whereas the medical students of Ontano, while recognising
the benefits conferred on the medic.] profession generally, through
the establishment of a Central Laanunmng Board for the examination
of students _in medicine, feelthat the Act has signally failed in its
main object, viz  in securing protectin to regularly licensed pract-
toners, masmuch as the country is literally flooded with quacks,
druggists, and others with questionable qualifications, who in open
defiance of the presumed ntenton of the said Medical Act are e
openly practising mudicme, surgery nd midwifery, to the detriment o
of legally qualified practiti t1s theref tved that the
Medicat’ Councit of Ontario he requested to take action dunng the
ensmng session of the Ontario begislature, with a view to secure for
the professton the protection so much deswed.”  Carvied.

and, “ Whereas the said studenis of Ontario, constdering that A
the fees changed by the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Un R

tario to candidates before that body for the license granted by them
3re exorbitant, request that the said fees be reduced to the sum of
$30. the said sum to include the matrienlation fee.  Carried. L
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std. ** Whereas the said students of Optario fecling the great in-
convenience arising from ihe want of printed questions at previous
cyaminations, demand that the questions hereafter preparad tor can-
didates be handed to them i printed furm, in accordance with the
willunderstood custom of other univernsities.”  Carreal.,

ath. “That the rejecied candidates at examinations should bave
the privilege of either withdrawing the amount uswally refunded, or
leaving it in the treasurer's hands, and in the ecvent of gong up tor
evamination again no further fres be demanded from them.” G-
ried.

sth. “That, in the cvent of the Medical Council of the College
of Surgeons, &c., failing to comply with the above demands of the
medical students now assembled, that we shall take mto conider-
ation the advisability of not presenting vursches at any futare ex-
amination of the said Councit ™

The last resolution nout beng  consudered exphat enough, the
following was moved in amendment -

“"That, providing the Medical Courcil entirely ignore the above
resolutions, and take no steps o remore the gnevances complamed
of, we will not present ounselves at any future exanunation tlf such
grievances are remcdied.” . dmendinent Cari .

‘The mecting was well atte nded and otderly throughout , the u-
most unanimity prevailed. and the spirit of the resoluttons showed
that they were intensely in carnest. The chief ground of complamt
scemed to be that they were charged (oo wwuch tor theie heeace, and
that when obtained, it gave them no protection agaimst unlicensed
practitiones They also tomplained that the support of the whole
Coundil for meetings, examinations and elections. Ne., fell upon
them, and that the general profession id not connbute at present
one iota to its support, although they denve equal benefits whatever
these may be. It must be admitted that iy these matters the stu-
dents have just cause of complamt, but the peremptory manner in
which they have worded these resolutions is nut waluulated 1o awaken
the sympathy either of the Council or the professiun on thar behail
‘The Council are doing all in their puwer 10 secure such amendments
to the Medical Act, and such assistance from the Ontario Govem-
ment as will meet the wishes of the Students, but unul they shall
have succeeded in this, itis utterly impossible for them to do more
for the Students than they are doing. A similar meeting was held
during the past munth by the medical students of Kingston who are
in entire accor] with their brethren of Toronto. [t was suggested by

]
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the execatise committee of the eouncil, that the students should <end
a deputation to wait upon them and state their grievances. ‘This
was accordingly done and the meeting took place on the zoth ult,
‘This deputation, consisting of’ one member from eacht of the schools
of.this city, and one from Kingston was kindly and courteously receiv-
ed by the chairman, Dr. Camphell, who assured them that the coun-
cil were desitous of meeting their wishes as far as it lay in their
power. ‘The deputation then presented written copics of the resolu-
tions adopted at their meetings, and said that they were prepared to
make any explanation regarding them that the Council might wish.
‘The chairman having read the resolutions, remarked that the stud-
ents had the most hearty sympathy of the council, bt that it was not
in their power to redress every grievance.  ‘The council were not to
blame, because the penal clauses were not sufficiently stringent, but
it was their purpose 10 go before parliament this session, and get 2
Bill to amend the penat portion of the Act, and to obtain power to
enforce the payment of the fine improsed.  With regard to the fees for
the licence, the newessities of the council requirgd-it, and if they
did not receive assistance, either from the governnient or the pro-
fession, they could not grunt the request e then referred to the
threats of the <tudents to remain away, and said that m 50 dong
they would injure themselses and not the conncil.  In regard to the
examination papers, he said the dificulty was that informauon re-
garding therr contents, might teak out if’ sent to a printing oftice to
-be setup,  If the printer were mder their own eyes the thing might
be done, but m no other way. The vesolmion in reference to the
retaming or returning of fees to rejected candidates, had not been
considered by the committee, and he would, therefore, iy nothing
about it at present.  “The chaimman having repeated his assurances
of good wilh, the deputati m withdrew  The action of the Students,
although a fivtie nnwise in some particulars, cannot possibly do any
hanu, but may rathes be of service in strengthening the hands of the
I "Counail before the legislature, not only in their efforts to aniend the
Act, but also to obtain the tuch needed pecuniary assistance.

If they are successful in their efforts they will be cnabled 1o futhy
mect the wishes of the students, and also do good senace to the
whole body of the profession in-Ontario. The fees charged for the
licence are, no doubt, double what they ought to be, and we camot
wonder at the remonstrance of the students regarding the matter.
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Many of them, and many of the most deserving, cannot welford
this very heavy tax just at the conclusion of their very long course of
stndy with its attendant expense. ‘Lhe Act has done good service
in raising the standard of medical education, but it is mamfestly unjust
to tax the young men just entering the profession with the whole
burden of its maintenance. The matter of printed examination
papers might casily be adjusted, we think, by the examiner writing
them in a good degible hand with chalk on a large blackboard and
placing them in such a position that the candidates could read them
from their seats.  This is done in Colleges, and znswers admirably,
and we do not see any difficulty in the way of carry ing it out effectu-
ally inan examination of this kind. ‘The examiner might enter the
room a quarter of an hour or twenty minutes before the appointed
time and write them out carefully, so that no time would be lost
after the candidates entered the room.

We would desire also in this connection to return once more to a
matter referred to in the April and May numbers.of the LaNcer for
1872, viz: the propriety of obtaining an amendment to the Medical
Act which will permit Canadian graduates who have taken out one
or more additional degrees or diplomas in Britain, to become regis-
tered on payment of the ordinary registration fee.  This, it will be
seen, is intended only for the benefit of Canadian graduates who
have, at considerable expense, availed themselves of the great advan-
tages for clinical instruction afforded by the large hospitals of Great
Britain, and who have shown themselves worthy of the honors of the
institutions of the mother country. Every encouragement should
be shown these young men, and we can see no reason why such an
amendment should not be introduced.  If the Council must insist
upon their passing the usual examination, they might at least remit
the ordinary fee for the licence.

ETHER 7. CHLOROFORMI.

" The superiority of ether over chloroform in point of safety as ar ‘
anasthetic is at present att acting considerable attention, both in
Furope and the United States, and the comparative merits of these
two agents are again about to be tested in such a manner as will
forever set at rest any doubt on this point. In America, ether has
long been used and recognized, -especially in New York-and Boston, -
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as the safest anaasthelic, but from some cause or other it never seems
to have come into- general usc in England.  During the summer, an
article appeared from Dr. Morgan, of Dubdlin, in the Medical Press
and Circular, setting forth the superior advantages of ether over
chloroform, and this was followed shortly after by another from Dr.
Joy Jefiries, of Boston, who was on a visit to F.ngland, and who also
took occasion to administer cther at several Hospitals in London
during his stay there. ‘This lead to the affect of arousing the profes-
sional mind in England to a re:consideration of the question. From
the statistics which have been collected in America, and also in
England, it appears that but one death in 23,204 inhalations of ether
can be presumed to have occurred, while from chloroform there have
been one in 2,873—a mortality eight times greater than from ether.
The principal objections formerly urged against the usc of ether, are
that it did not render the patient thorourrhly insensible, was slow in
its action, and did not produce complete muscular relaxation ; but
these objections have bean entirely overcome by m)provements it
the mode of administering it. Nausea, vomiting,.and headache may
be avoided by the patient taking no supper, or but a light one, the
evening previous to the operation, and absolutely xo food the morning
of the operation.

Ether was first used in Fngland in 1846, but from imperfection
in the mode of administering it, it never fully gained the confidence
of surgeons. In the latter purt of 1847, chloroform was brought
forward by Sir James Simpson, and advocated by him with his re-
markable energy and genius. It was then believed that the new
anesthetic was safer, more applicable, and much preferable to
ether,.and soon caire into very general use, and has held its ground
ever since—notwithstanding the many recorded fatal cases. A few
European surgeons still cling to ether, so that we think that Dr. Joy
Jeffries can hardly claim that he “re-ntrodnced its administration
into England.” .

A remarkable advantage of ether over chloroform is that of its
allowing of a speedy re-action, the patient being perfectly restored in
a few minutes after the operation. The pulse rarely indicates any
alteration, and no unpleasant symptoms follow its use. The public
were becoming very naturally anxious at the occurrence of 50 many
fatal- cages. from the use of chloroform, and it becomes the dut} of
the. professign, to re-consider the whole subject. In face of the great
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mortality from chloroform, and of the almost deathless record of
ether, we feel it our duty to nrge upon the attention of the profession
in Canada the clams that this agent has upon their confidence, and
trust that it may have a fur and extended tna),  We would be haypy
t hear from any who have had experience i the use of the different
anesthetics, and if they wilt hindly tavor us with some notes on the
subject we will gladly pubhsh them for the henefit of the pro-
“fesson.

THE XFW YFAR.

With the present number we enter upon the new year, and we
ke great pleasure in wishing all our patrons the usual “compli-
ments of the season.”  We feel very grateful to all our fniends who
have so Kindly and liberath supported us in the past, and we mosy
sincerely trust that we may have, not only a continuance of their
respect and confidence, but also a rencwal of their support and
patronage.  We think we may be excused for looking at the past
progress and present standing of the CaNap LaNcer with just feel-
ings of pride. Commencing a littlc over two years ago, with a ar-
culation of about 300, and coniined 1o a few cities, towns and vil-
Jages in Ontario, it has steadily and rapidly gained ground until it
now circulates throughout every part of the Dominion, and also in
several border states of the Cniun, and has reached a regular
monthly circulation of 1300. With the cncouragement we have
Qven o ¢ by givang ¢ 1o wriginal o nimung 2
tions, we have succeeded m enlting the offorts of medical men in
all parts of the Domumon, wad the generl improsement i this
respect has been apparent duniug the past year, and we would take
.this opportumty of publicly thanhing vur many wntnbutors for the
able asaistance they have given s 1n eanching our olumans, from
.me to time, with their saluable expenience. That many of the
articles wiich appeared m the celumns of the Lanckr during the
past year were considered ot salue, we have only to mention that
sthey have been trequently copivd o viher juumals in Europe and
the Umted dtates.  This 1s i very graufy g vircumstance, and one
which we, as Canadians, may justly feel proud of, however much we
may at tines feel disposed to critise unfavorably the efforts of ouvr
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confreres to give pudlicity to their views. We know too, that we
have published some papers, about which the less said the betier,
but, we are not sure, after all, Lut they may have dune suiie goud,
on the same principle that a man may lan a lessun from svate tus-
adventure of his own, or from the mistahes of uthers.  In the woune
of a year or two we will, no doubt, have ubundant matcnal comung
in.every month, from which we will be able to select the bt wnd
most suitable articles for a medical joumnal. At present we feel
more like encouraging every one, who will, to write for our columns,
and every article deerned worthy will find a place in the Lavcet.
During the last month of two we have received a large amount of
original matter, some of which has been unavoidably crowded outin
the present month, but witl appear in our nextissue.  As heretofore,
we will spare neither pains nor expense to maintain for the Laxcer
the prominent position 1t has already attained, and shafl devote our
energies more and more assiduously to the work we have n hand.
We will increase the sizc of the journal,* from time to time, to meet
the demands of our contributors, and shall endcavor to make 1t a
faithful exponent of the progress of medical and surgical science in
the Domini We lude by again thanking our friends for
their kind and liberal support, and wishing them all a “ Happy New
Year.”

BREACH OF PROFESSIONAL ETIQUETTE.

A most glaring iastance of want of prufessivnal courtesy vn the
part of Dr. Skinner, of Waterdown, towards Lis wafrere, Dr. Philp,
of the same place, has been Luel; Livught under our notive.  Itus
as follows.—A patient having died of scarlet-fever under the wre of
Dr. Philp, a repurt was circulated that it was from small-pox, a case
having occurred in the neighbuihioud a shurt time bofore), and that
Dr. Philp was endeavonng t¢ cunceal the truth in the mater.
Dr. Skinner, who had nut seen the paticnt, was hed by svae of
his friends, who were adverse to the duetor in atiendance, tv sew ithic
body. e complicd with thur reguest, und visued the budy 16
hours a‘ter death and in the absence of the madial attendast. Nt

* The present nember contains 72 pages.
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content with this, he inspected the bod and stated as his opinion
that tae patient died from Dipltlsria and not from scatletdever, &c.
Dr. Philp, on hearing of ths action of lus waedil eenfrere, catied
upon him to enquire upon what ground he based his opinion.  He
stated in reply that after death from scarlerfener he eapected to
find the rash wwe/ out and presenting a roug/ness to the touch, and
a5 these were wanting and as some specks had been obsenved on
the throat hie attributed death to Diphthenia!  Dr. Skinner's want of

sy can only be: cqualled by his sg , and any medicat
man who coud be guilty of such an act as the above should be
treated with the utmost contempt and scomn.

HOSPITAL APPOINTMENT.

Dr. Graham, of Toronto, has been appointed on the acting staff
of the Toronto General Hospital, in the room of Dr. Berryman,
resigned  We congratulate our young and aspiring w#/frere on his
appointment to this office, bet, at the same time, we cannot help

king the unfai of iniing another medical man irom
the "Toronto School of \{cdxcmc, while cach of the other two
Medical Schools in this city have but two on the acting staff.  We
are ¢ver desirous of fair play and cven-handed justice in all matters,
whether of a public or a privatu character, and we cannot but
express our surprise at the acuon of-the Trustees in reference to this
pp While p g to repudiate the clums of the
schools altogether in these axnpomtmcms, and to choose men for
these positions solely on account of their practical experience and
fitness for the office, and in the face of all this to appoint a practi-
tioner of one year’s standing and an atfacke of the Toronto School of
Medicine, is somewhat mysterious. It may have been from per-
sonal considerations.  If s0, all we have to say is, that men who will
allow personal considerations to bias them in the dispensation of 2
public trust are not £ ior the positions they occupy, and the sooner
they are replaced the better  We intend to represent this matter-in
the proper quarter and sec if some remedy cannot be secured, or
some better means of & g such app arnved at.
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NOTES AND COMMENTS.

ExTikrastoN oF THE KipNey - Dr. Peters, of St. Luke's Hospr-
l, (New York Medical Fournal, N 2,) +¢ports 4 case n which
he performed the above opcnuon The paticnt was about 36 years
of age, and had been suffering for a long time from discase of the
kidney, passing at timies small quantitics of pus, amounung in 24
hours 10 about 4 ounces. There was contant supse of weight
in the right lumbar region, with pain shooting down into the pelvic
region.  On physic af examination, a large temor was found occupy-
ing the region of the right kidney, supposed to be the kidney itself.
Tt measured about 4 inches transversly, and extended from the last
1ib to the ilium, and deep fluctuation could be detected in what
appeared to be the region of the pelvis. .An exploratory trocar
attached to Diculafoy’s aspirateur was introduced about 3 inches
from the spine in presence of Dr. Van Buren, and about 3 ounces of
clear pus flowed into the exhausted receiver.  From the symptoms,
purvl-at discharge and aggravated pamn at imes—the presence of a
pelviv calculus was diagnosed, and an operation for its removal
and possible extirpation of the ktdney deternmned ufion.

An incision was made from the tower border of the twelfth rib
to the crest of the ilium, parallet to, and three inches from the spine.
The kidney was reached bencath the outer border of the quadmatus
wmborum, but no calculus was found. The kidney was found very
umch diseased, and 1t was thought best to remove it, which was ac-
cordingly done, and the vessels hgated. The patient died on the
third day. Another case s reported in the Britisk Medical Fournad,
May 184%, in which Dr. Durhamn, of Guy's Hospual, semoved the
right kidney from a woman.  This Lise aiso wrminated fatally.

Cuixicar InstructioN.~The Canada Medical Record says :—
‘ Within the last few years, but especially this fall, there has been
very loud murmuring and much dissatisfaction expressed at the
facilities afforded at the Montreal General Hospital for the purpose
of clinical instruction, and suggests an increase an the staff of
attending phystcians.”  There are eight acting members on the staff,
and two of them attend for thrce months in rotation.  There will

be upwards uf 50 studats fullowmg each physician-through
the'wards- a g'rcat number of whum wiil Lo uticrly unable cither to
bear or sce what h going on at the bedside of the patient.  The
present peratively calls for D 3
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Py7ENT MEDICINE VEXDORS.—An action for libel was lately
brought against the American Agriculturist by a Dr. Ryan, a patent
medicine vendor. Judge Brady, of New York, before whom the
case was tried, gave the following opinion :—(r.) “ A medicinc that
clims to be an antidote, but is not, is calculated to deccive, and isa
fraud.” (2.) “The seller of a drug or medicine, who vends it with
an unqualified statement of its efficiency, must take the consequences
i€ his representations be untrue”  (3.) “ That men should be held
10 a strict accountability who attempt to practice on the credulity of
the afflicted.”

We fully concur in this interpretation of the law, that any man
who buys a nostrum advertised to cure a certain disease, and is made
worse, or is not cured, can bring suit and recover damages from the
vendor of said nostrum.  We trust that those injured or not cured
will apply for damages in such numibers as to fnghten these un-
principled men into propricty.

BLeacHED TuNeTURE uF Tobine—Salphite of soda will dis-
color ivdine without dimunishung, but sather ancreasing its effect,
The Medicd Press and Circular gives a formula for the combination,
viz. Tinc. ioaine, plycerine, pure ae 3j., soda sulphius, 35j., M.
Rub the sulphite to 2 nowder, 1 a small mortar, and add the
glycerine gradually , then yuur in the tincture and tnturate gently,
until a solution is affected and the mixture assumes an amber color,

LitnoToMy IN CHILDREN.—On the 13th of November, Dr.
Kingston, of Montreal, ‘Afedicai Record) operated upon a child five
years of age for congerutal calculus of the bladder. The case did
well. The stone was hard and was about the size of the shell of a
pea-nut. It was extracted bymeans of a thin scoop of horn, so that
there” was no undue dilatation of the wound, a pomnt of some im-
portance.

AprpoINTMENT oF CorRONERS.—John Barnhart, Esq., M.D., of
Owen Sound, to be an Assotiate Coroner fur the County of Grey.

Edwurd Oliver, Esq., M.D., of Mooretown, to be an Associate
Coroner for the County of Lambton.

Wm. Cobum, Esq., M.D., of Oshawa, to be an Associate
Coroner for the County of Ontario.

Christopher Knowlson, Esq., M.D., of Omemee, to be an Asso-
ciate Coroner for the County of Victoria.

James Taylor, Esq., M.D, of Tara, to be an Associate Coroner
for the County of Bruce.
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New OpERATION FOR CoLoRING CorNEaL OraciTies.—Dr. R.
J. Levis (Phsladelplna Medical Times) describes a method by which
corneal opacities may be colored so as to resemble the natural color
of the iris. It is somewhat simlar to what 1s called, when applied
to the skin, fattooing. ‘The opaque spots are concealed by indelibly
tinting, so that 1f central they shall show the darkness of the pupil,
or if peripheral, the color of the underlying iris may be most dec-
ceptively imitated. It was first inteoduced by the late Dr. Wecker,
of Paris. The instrument used consists of five or six fine sewing
needles firmly bound together. The coloring material is then ap:
plied over the surface of the opaque spot, and the needle points
madc to penctrate repeatedly and rapidly in various directions, uatil
the whole opacity 1s gone over m this way.  If sufficient color is not
given at the first operatton, 1t may be repeated. The coloring
matter consists of the ordinary artist’s colors, and Indan ik, which
is a mixture of lamp-black and gelatin.

SiMpLE TREATMENT OF SCARLET FEVER.  r. Egbert recom-
mends (Trans Pennsylrama Mediai Soaefy) the use of the follow-
ing mixture in the treatment of scarlet fever —R. Kctd munat, £355;
Syr simplicis, f3ij, Potass. chlur., 3u), Aqu rose, v M. Sig.
Half a tablespoonful every two hours.  This dose 1s intended for a
child six years of age.  When there 15 much restiesness he combwnes a
little paregoric with the above.  He does not use gargles or caustic
to the throat or fauces. Scarlet fever does not, accordng to his
idea, conmsist of Jifferent vanetics, but 1s the same disease in all
places and circumstances, mudificd Ly atmusphenc, hygienic and
other influcnces  He has treated upwards of 270 cases in this way,
and has only had ore death,

H emopPrysis — The atomized vapur of a saturated solution of
gallic acid thrown directlyinto the d mouth,is ded by
Dr Holden, in the Medical Reord, N. ¥. He has repeatedly found
the most gratifying results fulluw at once, evenn cases of profuse
hcmnnhagc, when' the blood was streamung from the mouth with
cvery expiration.

Nicut Swears.—Sidney Ringer, (Practstioner,) states that
belladonna has 2 decided effect in checking anomalous cases of
habitual sweating ; other obscrvers have found atropine in r-Go
grain doses, two or three times a day, 0 excrcise some control over
}hcl eém)fuse sweats of advanced phtlusts when other remedies had
hiled. -




‘964 The Canada Lancet. .

MarioN SmMs oN Ovarioromy.—The New York Medical
Sournal contains a long and interesting article on ovariotomy, by
Dr. Sims, in which he says that he is not yet satisfied with the
results in this operation. The death-rate is still too high, and while
the majority of ‘operators are quibbling about the form of ligature or
claip—the great cause of death, (septiceemia,) is entirely over-
looked. He proposes to puncture the cw/-de-sac of the vagina behind
the cervix uteri, and to pass a tube of some sort into the peritoneal
cavity, to drain off any effusion that may take place in said cavity-
This he recommends to be done as the final part of the operation.
It cannot possibly do the least harm, and may possibly be the means
of saving life. If no discharge takes place it can be removed per
vaginum in a few days. In regard to the clamp, he thinks it has seen

"its best days. He prefers silver wire ligature to any thing else as a
Tule. - ’ '

‘NEW TREATMENT OF STRICTURE WITH REeTENTION.—In the’
British Medical Fournal for N ovember, Dr. Jordan, Surgeon to .the
Queen’s Hospital, Birmingham, describes a new mode of treating
retention of urine and impassable stricture. It consists in making'
an opening from 'the rectum into the membranous portion of the
urethra, in front of the prostate, and passing the catheter from
behind forwards, the stricture generally yielding more readily in that
direction, and all false passages avoided. The ivory end is then cat
off smoothly and guided into the bladder with the finger. He
infinitely prefers this to opening the bladder behind the prostate gland,.
as being less dangerous, and a means of relieving both the retention
and stricture at the same time. In old strictures the membranous
portion of the uretira is very much distended, and is therefore
easily opened. The opening may be made by means of an ordi-
nary curved bistoury, guided by-the finger.

Honors 10 Canapiaxs.—C. W. Marlatt, Esq., M.B., Graduate
of Trinity College Medical School (72), has passed a highly credit-
able examination before the Royal College of Surgeons, Eng., and
was admitted a member of that body.

- Alexander Scott, Esq., M.B., Torontv University, has-also suc-
«ceeded in obtaining the L.R.C.P., and L.R.C.S., Ed.

A New Awrieeriopic.—The Laurus Nobilis is very highly
spoken of by M. "Doran,” (Comptés Renidus) in the treatment -of
quotidian and tertian intermittents. Cases in which quinine- had:
failed yielded readily to this remedy.
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PUNCTURE of STRANGULATED HERX1A—-Dr. Chauvean (Four.
nal de Medecine) records two cases in which, by capillary puncture
and aspiration of the gas and fluid contents of the bowel, strangu-
lated hermae were rendered reducible.

Evectricity 1N FaciaL Paravvsis.—Dr. Finlayson, in the
{Glasgore Medecal Fournal)) reports four cases of facial paralysis,
brought on by cold, glandular affections of the neck, &c., treated suc-
cessfully by clectricity after other means had failed. The electrical
treatment  consisted chiefly in faradisation of the paralyzed
muscles.

“Orex AIR' TREarMENE 0F Hoorino Couun.—This plan of
treatment which cunsists an heepng tne hittle patient as much as
possible out of doors in the open aur, s strongly advocated by Dr.
McLean, of Glasgow, (Glasgor: Medical Fournal). He does not
consider this plan of treatment as a specific in every case of houping
cough, hut it is onc which, in the hands of a judicious physician,
can be made of immense utility, and even in ccmm complications
can be adopted with safety.

Broyipe oF PotassiuM ix AcuTR HybRockPHALbs.——The use
of this reinedy in the abuve disease has been brought prominently
forward by Dr. Brunton, Fel. Obst. Society, London, (Ib). The
rationale of the treatment is that it dimimshes the amount of blood
going to the brain. It is on this principle that the bromide 1s sad
to produce sleep. He gives several cases in which this treatnient
has been successful. e administered it in two grain doses every
hour to a child alittle over a year old. He says, “‘reduce the blood
supply, stop effusion, absorb the products of that effusion, tone the
system, give it strength, and the result will be satisfactory.”

EMPYEMA TREATED BY PNEUMATIC ASPIRATION.—Dr. Lilly
(Glasgor Medscal Fournal) reports a case 1 which eight gallons 1
all were removed from the chest by means of Diculafoy's aspiratos.
The needle was at first introduced about once a week, but as so
little pain attended the operation, and as it was thought desirable to
keep the cavity empty, it was introduced every day for about six
weeks. The «patient did well. The use of this instrument docs
away entircly with the possibility of the entrance of air to the chest,

and causes very little  pain or umtation, both of which are 1mporz:mt
factors in the of this affe

4A
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At his residence, Platsville, on Friday morning, 20th Decem.
ber, Jayes BurLey Rouxps, Esq., M.D., aged 47 years and cight
days. Deceased was for 19 years a much esteemed and tughly suc-
cessful physician in the Township of Blenheim, where he enjoyed
a large and lucrative practice.  His death is very widely and deeply
lamented.

At Fenelon Falls, on Saturday, the 21st wst,, JaMes FITZGER-
ALD, M.D.C.M., aged twenty-eight years, son-n-law of Mr. James
Ramsay, of this city.

REPORTS OF SOCIETIES.

CANADIAN INSTITUTE, MEDICAL SECTION, TORONTO.

ToroxTo, Friday, Dec. 20, 1872.

The Chairman, Dr. W W. Ogden, called the meeting to order,
and the nunutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.

The nomination of officers for the cnsuing year was next taken
up, and the following gentl were appointed.—Dr. C. B, Hall,
Chairman, Dr. Reeve, Secretary, Drs. Roscburgh, Willlams and
Archibald, Members of Committee.

The subject of a revised tanff of fees was then brought under
discussion, the attention of the section being drawn to those mn force
in Montreal. A Commil isting of Drs. Oldright, Coleman
and Reeve, was appointed to take the matter into consideratron and
report at the next meeting, It was suggested that they should see
as many members of the profession in the cty as possible, with a
view of ascertaining their opinions in the matter, so as to sccure
uniformity of action.

At the close of the mecting Dr. Roseburgh exhibited the work-
ings of a substitute for the stomach pump on the Syphon pnnaiple.
This is somewhat similar to the onc proposed by Dr. Hodgen, Prof.
of Anatomy, St. Louis Medical College. (Sec CANADA LANCET,
Vol. iii., page 9) It consists of a stomach tube which is passed
down the h and the duced into a vessel
containing water, if it is desired to wash out the stomach. By
clevating the vessel above the level of the stomach the water flows
in, and on lowering the vessel below the level of the stomach it
flows out again. In this way the stomach can be thoroughly
washed out, and any fureign substances it may contan be as com-
pletely and effectually remored as by the use of the stomach pump.
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EXECUIIVE COMMITTEE COLL. PHYS. AND SURGEONS, ONT.

A meeting of the Exccutive Commiitte of the Council of the
College of Phystetans and Surgeons, Oatario, was held on the 20th
ult.  In the absence, through ilness, of the President of the Coun-
cu, who is Chairman of the Exccutive Committee, the Vice-Presi-
dent, Dr. Campbell, took the chaw. They had under discussion
the resulutions passed by the medical students of Toronto aad
Kingston, and they also reccived the deputation appointed by
them to wait upon the Council.  Reference to this matter will be
found in another column.

After routine matters were disposed of, the consideration of the
amendments to the Ontarto Medical Act was entered wpon.  This
occupied their attention during the rest of the session, which lasted
enly one day.

A cordial vote of thanks was passed to the Chairman, Dr.
Campbell, for hes efforts . secunng the rooms in the School of
Technology in which they met; through his etforts these rooms have
also been furnished and fitted up complete, for the purposes of the
Registrar, at the expense of the Untario Government.

The draft of amendments has not been sufficiently advanced
to permit our pubhslung ¢ w full, but we apprehend it will
embrace the following clauses i~

1st. To legalize the acts of the Exccutive Committee of the
“Council acting 1 the ntenm, )

2nd. To amend the penal clause and make it more cffective.

3rd. To make a smalt annual assessiment on the profession.

4th. To amend the election clause and make it more simple
and effective.

5th. To give power to the Coundil to try cases of controverted
elections.

6th. To give power to acquire Teal property.

7th. To amend clause 2, section xaxiii, of the present act relat.
ing to matnculation.

Sth. To sccure justice to medical men who act as witnesses n
courts of law, :

oth. To facilitate the changing from onc school to another,
Homeeopathic to “'general,” and 29zr versa—-afteran examination—by
any who may choose so to do!!
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