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Vor. IV,

ON SELFISHNESS.
The Fourteenth Yearly Epistle of the Joknstown Baptist Association.

BY P. SCHOFIELD, M. D.

The Ministers and Delegates of the
Jobnstown Baptist Association to the
Churches they represent, send Christian
walutation :

Beloved Brethren,—The difficulty in
writing this, our Fourteenth Anniver-

Epistle, is not the lack of a subject
on which to address you ; but, fram the
various subjects of paramount impor-
tance, which persent themselves to our
tonsideration, our difficulty is to make
thoice of the one best adapted to the
pecaliar cireumstances of the Churches
which we represent; and at the same
time to produce the greatest practical
benefit to the various members of our
-widely extended community.
~ In our last Epistle we addressed you
upon the subject of *‘ pecuniary indebt-
tdress,” in which we expressed our
eonviction that it was wrong for a pro-
fessor of religion, to neglect meeting
by just liabilities, whether legal or
moral, when they became due.

_'In the hope that our labour in that
epistle has not been altogether lost;

Bor its spirit received by you in vain;

ul that the precious seeds thereof,

hough sown in weakness, have brought
ith fruit ereditable to the undertaking,

e are induced to continue our remarks

pon the same general principles of

tian morality, and address you
the subject of SELrISHNESS.

A

The genius of the world, in which
we live, is the spirit of selfishness;
while that of the gospel, which we pro-
fess, is the spirit of disinterested benevo~
lence. These two are directly opposite
the one to the other. The one seeks
its own good only in harmony with the
good of mankind: while the other seeks
its own advantage, not only regardless
of the good of others, but often at the
expense of their rights.

This spirit of selfishness, to which we
are all by nature pre-dispesed, is not
only fostered by imaginary neeessities
that surround us, but is also greatly
promoted by educational habits. Hence
that general disregard of Christian mo-
rality, and the low standard by which its
merits are rated, even by members of
the church.

That stern veracity, nice punctuality,
ingenuousness, and moral honesty,
which ought to characterize every
Christian, and, without which, in an-
cient times, a man’s religion was alto-
gether vain, are now, alas! often
regarded as not indispensable in the
behaviour of a professor of religion.
A Christian’s word, his yea, or his nay,
was onee as good as his bond; and as
sacred as his oath. Formerly, a Chris-
tian’s representation of a subject, was
as conformable to fact, as the image of
2 man in a mirror, is to his persen;



202

guileless simplicity and unaffected can-
dor were once the invariable adjuncts
of a Christian profession; and the man
of the world was distinguished from the
Christian as much from the want of
these attributes, as people are distin-
guished from each other on account of
their dialect, or national prejudices.

To be good and trueare the firstlessons
taught in Christianity. Our Saviowr
has fixed, as a standard for his disciples,
the moral perfections of his Father
““ Be ye holy, for God is holy.” His
sermon upon the mount was not only
practical, but altogether replete with
the maxims of piety, humanity, and
uprightness. He makes Christian mo-
rality almost the very Alphaand Omega
of that admirable discourse, to which
all denominations assent, but which,
alag! too few practise.

The impossibility of serving God and
Mammon at the same time, rests as
much upon the principles upon which
they are severally obeyed, as in the di-
ferent objects proposed to theirfollowers.
We know that we cannot have the ap-
probation of the world, unless we carry
into practice the maxims of the world.
‘“ Get wealth honestly if you can,
but get wealth,” is the standing maxim
of the world's morality, Hence that
system of peeculation, duplicity, and
eircumvention so conspicuous in the
code of the present age. Simple in-
dustry, plain economy, and rigid fru-
gality, without (as it is usually ex-
pressed) the art of ** taking advantage
of the times,” will be relied upon in
vain in courting the smiles of the god
of this world. The delicate sensibilities
of benevolence, the sympathies of the
renewed soul, and those honorable feel-
ings which throw so much dignity and
amiableness around the Christian’s char-
acter cannot be indulged. The man,
therefore, who would anxiously seek
for thizs world’s goods, must harden
himself for the conflict of conscience.
Selfishness and ambition must subordi-
nate every thing, to the supremacy of
the demon of personal aggrandizement.
A man can seldom arrive at a respec
table eminence among the favorites of
this world, but at the sserifice of moral
feelings, conscience, and religious enjoy-
ment. The principles, and righteous
code of the kingdom of Heaven, which
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teaches us to ** Seek first the kingdom
of God and his righteousness,” in the
humble expectation that all things ne.
cessary will be added, are diametrieally
opposed fo the maxims of the world
Hence the trath of that scriptural ex-
pression, *‘Ye cannot serve God and
Mammon.

Qur Heavenly King has most posi-
tively commanded us not to look every
one upon his owm wealth, but to ook
also upon the well-being of others.
The man, then, who obeys this injunc.
tion of our Divine Lawgiver, will never
seek to advance his own fortune by in-
vading the rights of his neighbour. He,
that is actuated by this heavenly maxim,
will render to every man his just due
without distinction ; and will do by him,
as under the like circumstances, he
would willingly be done by. Hence,
influenced by this principle, hypoerisy
and deceit would be unknown aniong
us; sincerity and plain dealing would
distinguish us ; with heart and hand we
should unite in promoting each other's
welfare, and rejoice in each other’s pros-
perity.

It 3s to this unholy spirit of self-lose
and self-esteem, that most of the plagues
and ills of life are to be referred. The
petty thefts, robberies, burglaries, and
murders that are committed in the lagd,
owe their origin to the fruitful souree
of selfishness. The din of war, the
clash of arms, the groans of dying sol-
diers, and shrieks of bereaved widows
and orphans, are the fruits of natiomt
pride, and national selfishness. The
feuds in the church, the unsupplied
wants of Missionaries and Ministers, and
the destitution of heathen lands may
all be charged to the account of this un-
hallowed principle. And who is there
among us that does not know that fie
unhappy dissensions in our assoclate
body, are the legitimate offspring of
self-will, self-esteem, and a sordid am-
bition in each to subjugate the otherts
the standard of his ewn opinions.

From this unrighteous spirit of selfish-
ness, Good God deliver thy people fur
thy great name sake!

‘We are, Brethren, most afectionately
your’s, for Christ’s sake,

PETER SCHOFIELD, Mod.
GEORGE C. SCOVIL, Clerk.
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TBE NATURE AND THE VALUE | truths :—moral revolutions, effected

OF THE
BLESSINGS OF THE GOSPEL.

solely by its renovating power. We
will proceed, then, to notice-~Tte im-
mense practical benefits which accom-

Great exertions have been made of | pany and crown our reccption of the
| great Salvation. And, i1 so doing, we
to extend the knowledge of the Gospel | do not profess to bring forward any
in this Province ; and more particularly , thing new or oreginal ; on the contrary,
| the commonest and most generally
" known truths will be exhibited, for this
. very simple reason, that although most

late years by a few devoted Christians,

to convey the glad tidings of salvation,
unfetteved by human systems, and un-
adulterated by human doetrines, to the
French-Canadians.  'We say but a few,
for the greater part of the nominally
Christian community take very little
interest in the matter. They seem to
regard missionary enterprise and mis-
sionary operations generally, asevidences
of enthusiasm or unnecessary zeal; and
entertain the scarcely concealed opinion,
that those who are ignorant of the
Gospel in its purity, may get on both
in this world and the next, as well as
their more highly favoured neighbours.

Hence the apathy which such individuals
manifest about the extension of the !

intimately connected with our duty and

' our destiny, they are, it is well known,

most easily forgotten, and most com-

' monly neglected.

! I This is a salvation from the
! dominion of sin.—When the multitude
i convinced by the Spirit on the day of

P
¢

Pentecost, enquired what they should

: do, the Apostle Peter exhorted them to

i

f

)

Redeemer’s kingdom, an the conversion '

of their ignorant fellow-creatures to the
life and purity of the Christian religion.
Indeed, so far as the Roman Catholies
of Canada are concerned, we often hear
it repeated, that they are upon the
whole a tolerably moral peeple; that

they are happy and contented; and-

that it would be doubtful, if not bad
policy, to disturb the serenity of such a
state of things by religious disputation.
This reasoning extinguishes Christian
sympathy and effort al once, and is as
unchristian as it is selfish.

The ebject of the present article is to
exhibit some of the practical benefits of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, to these who
embrace it in truth and sincerity. It
will thus show what they lose, who
remain ignorant of the knowledge that
maketh wise unto salvation—move the
devoted Christian to gratitude and
adora:'mn, in view of his own mercies
and his Saviour's love—and incite the
callous and eovetous professor of Chris-
tianity, to feeling and liberality in the
cause of benevolence and truth.

The writer can speak with certainty
of the blessed results, which the know-
ledge of the glorious Gospel has pro-

iced on the minds of many of our be-
n}(rfhied countrymen of allages, who were
till lately unacquainted with its simplest

repent and be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,
and they should receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost. But for what purpose
did they receive that gift ? The tem-
porary and inferior ohjeet of it in our
opinion was, the power to work miracles,
and to speak with tongues in attestation
of the divinity of the Giospel ; the para-

; mount and superior one, the emplanting

of a new and living principle in the soul,
which would enable it to resist and
subdue the powerful and =orrupt prin-
ciples of our fallen nature. Before
believing in the Lord Jesus Christ, all
men are emphatically the servants of
sin; but upon their reception of the
Gospel, the spiritual warfare com-
mences. ‘This is not true of the ungodly
and unconverted, who are led captive
by Satan at his will, and whko love ¢
have it so0, but is the characteristic of
those only who feel as strangers and
pilgrims upon earth, and who are seek-
ing another and a better countriv. To
such the faithfulness of God is pledged,

| that ¢ sin shall not have dominion over™

them. * When the enemy cometh in
like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall

“lifi up a standard against him.” e

know that sin and unbelief will con-

U e - .
“tinue fo harass thelr mind, but we

know also that the victory is certain,
' that the grace of God is amply sufficient,
and that His strength will be shewn
forth in their weakuness. There is no pro-
' mise that sin will not continus to trouble
, the Christian, but that by divine gracs
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he will be enabled daily and habitually
to mortify the members which are on
the earth; to crucify the old man with
the affections and lusts, and to train the
soul for the bliss and holiness of the
temple above. Besides, it is not true
that believers have no sin, or that they
will ever in this life be freed entirely
from its influence. This is contrary to
the experience of the holiest and the
most exalted of God's saints in all ages,
who have universally felt and confessed
their sinfulness and imperfection in pro-
portion to their growth in holiness, and
conformity to the image of their blessed
Lord. They all endeavour to live a
“¢life of faith on the Son of God,” but
when they would rise to the devotion
and intensity of perfect love, they feel
with the Apostle Paul, “ a law in their
members warring against the law of
their minds,” a chain of flesh binding
them to earth. Those who impiously
affirm their sinless perfection in love
and holiness, (for they are in our opinion
inseparable,) would do well to remem-
ber the testimony of perhaps the most
perfect Christian ever exhibited, the dis-
eiple whom Jesus loved, and who leaned
on his bosom ; *¢if we say that we have
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us.” Think you that
the victory obtained over the reigning
power of sin in our members is a matter
of little value? Oh! to be slaves of
unholy passions and impure desires, is
in very deed the gall of bitterness and
the bond of iniquity, and nothing but
the renovating energy of the Holy
Ghost can redeem from their polluting
power.

Christians ! this redemption is your
privilege. Know ye not that ye are the
temples of the Holy Ghost? Sin shall
not have dominion over you.

11. But the grand and peculiar cha-
racter of this salvation is, that it saves
Jrom the condemnation and the penalty
of a broken law. To beings account-
able and immortal as we are, this is
of the last importance and infinite va-
lue. Were the blessings of the Gos-
pel to be limited in their application, to
the time we spend on earth (valuable
though they may be in time), yet they
could never excite that intense anxiety
for their possession, which we witness
in those who have been led to a consi-

THE BLESSINGS OF THE GOSPEL.

deration of their own need, and the
exact suitableness of these blessings to
their sinful and lost condition. ~ We
then, guilty and ruined creatures, are
by nature under God’s righteous con.
demnation ; but this salvaiion announces
that ¢¢ there is no condemnation to them
that are in Christ Jesus.” The holy
law which we have broken declares,
that cursed is every one that continueth
not in all things written in this book t
do them ; but the gospel of salvation
rejoices our hearts by the faithful say.
ing, that ‘ Christ hath redeemed us
from the curse of the law, being madea
curse for us.” Eternal justice hath de.
creed that ¢ the wages of sin is death;"
but the boundless grace of the glorious
gospel proclaims, that ** the gift of God
is eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.” Thus we see, that in the great
salvation which hath appeared to us
God’s law is honoured, and the guilly
set free. And although from our morl
depravity, ¢ by the deeds of the law no
flesh living shall be justified,” andall

vur righteousness is as filthy rags, yet the
right2ousness of God, without the law,
Iis manifested,—which is by faith in

Jesus Christ unto all and upon all that
believe. In approaching the mere
seat, therefore, the believer can truly
say:

¢ The best obedience of my hands
Dares not appear befare thy throne;
But faith can answer thy demands,
By pleading what my Lord hath doge.”

Thus as sin hath reigned unto death,
even so does grace reign through
righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus
Christ our Lord,

III. Thisis a salvation from the fear
of death.—Man, in his fallen state, hx
many obstacles to hinder the full and
uninterrupted enjoyment of the bles:
ings, scattered so profusely in his palh
on the morning of creation. Of thes
we might mention the continued slavery
of the poorer classes of the communitj,
to supply themselves with daily bread-
the care and anxiety about business, &
the objects of ambition, which are foud
in all those who are raised above tl¢
bardship of daily labour ; and f
various unseen circumstances of every
day oceurrence, which spoil our fairet
prospects and aweetest enjoyments ¥l
uncertainty and disappointment. Bute!
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all the subjects which cloud our sunny
hours, and mix the bitter ingredients in
our cup of bliss, the anticipation and
the horror of the coffin and the grave,
jeave the strongest and the most fearful
impressions upon the mind.
Oh, Death !

Thou hadst been the terror ]‘mi

Aud murderer of all of woman born,

Each son af Adam’s family deheld,

Where'er he turned, whatever path of life

He trod, thy goblin form before him stood :

And tried o thousand schemes

To ward thy blow, or hide thee from his eye.

But still thy gloomy rerrors dipt ia sin

Before him frowned, and withered all his joy.

Still, feac’d and hated thing ! thy ghostly shape

Stoad in his avenues of farest kope 3

Umm\uncrl‘y and uninvited crept

Inta his halls of most select delight.

Still, on his halls of wirth and banqueting

And revelry, thy shadowy hand was seen

Writing the name of DgATH !

From the power and the fear of such
a monster, it is the signal honour of this
salvation to deliver man. The dismal
abodes of the fell destroyer have been
opened to our view; and although the
number of his victims is fearfully appall-
ing, yet a form like to the Son of God
is scen going among the captives—
striking off their fetters—calling upon
them with resistless power to come
forth—invesiing them with the incor-
suptible bodies and unfading laurels of
immortality ; and then, as the crowning
triumph of his achievement, slaying the
tyrant whose fearful and Dbitter usurpa-
tion had been so long and so universally
maintained on earth. ¢ The last enemy
that shall be destroyed is death.”
sting of death is sin, and the strength of
sin is the law ; but the blood of Christ
cleanseth from all sin, and he hath be-
come the end of the law for righteous-
aess fo every one that believeth. It
is this which ‘¢ sheds the light of im-
mortality on the gloom of the grave,”
and enables the Christian in the shadow
of death, and in the billows of Jordan,
to say, I will fear no evil. ‘ Oh!
death! where is thy sting ? Oh! grave!
where is thy victory ?” Thanks be to
God who giveth us the vietory through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

IV. Lastly, the crowning benefit of
this salvation is, that it provides and
secures for those whom it hath thus re-
deemed and sanctified on earth, unmin-
gled and unending happiness in a future
and immortal state of existence. The
blessedness which the diseiples of Jesus
are destined to experience hereafter,

The |
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being fitted for a higher order of being, a
deseription ofits component parts would
neither be relished nor understood by
those, whose ideas and conceptions are
60 gross and so limited as ours. The
Scriptures are consequently almost si-
lent, as to the particulars of our future
existence. Butin general, and there-
fore easily understood language, we are
every where informed of the fulness and
duration of that felicity, to which, by
virtue of the death and intercession of
Jesus, the saints are exalted. And al-
though negative terms are mostly em-
ployed in describing the blessedness of
heaven, such as those which inform us
of the absence of every thing that defil-
eth—of all liars, covetous and impure—
of the absence of all sickness and ¢rying
and death ; yet we are also informed that
those who have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the
Lamb, are led by Him to living fountains
of waters, and that God will wipe all
tears from their eyes. We are told of
the robes of righteousness—the palms of
triumph and the erowns of gold. But
even these descriptions of heavenly bliss,
convey but a weak and imperfect idea
of the *“ saint’s everlasting rest,”” when
compared with the intellectual, and
spiritual enjoyments of the temple not
made with hands. There is the throne
of God; there He reveals His glories,
and makes known His will by the voice
of His word. There the ransomed of
the Lord mingle in the society of Apos-
tles and Prophets, and unite their heav-
enly minds with the gigantic intellects of
the angelic host, in contemplating and
admiring the depths of infinite wisdom
—the wonders of redeeming grace.
‘i'he words of inspiration alone, can
adequately express the glory and the
bliss of those, who are accounted worthy
to enter the celestial sanctuary where
Jesus is, “‘In thy presence is fulness
of joy; at thy right hand there are
pleasures for evermore.” Yes! fulness
of.joy - pleasures for evermore.

T.M. T.
D . - aamernd

A CHAPTER ON THE SABBATH.
FROM THE AUTO-BIOGRAPHY OF A NOW
HAPPY CHRISTIAN.

How vastly does our inclination influ-
ence our perception of evidence! We
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are much more generally persuaded of
the truth of ths sentiments we hold, in
consequence of the state of our temper
than of the force of argument.

{ hope Ilook back with shame to the
many instances, which my own experi-
ence furnishes of this position, whilst I
was disaffected, through the workings
and mortifications of my conceit, towards
the Christian world, I then uncon-
sciously wished to differ from my breth-
ren, and felt a proud complacency in
every point in which I could persuade
myself, that I discovered their departure
from the word. It therefore became a
principle with me, that their general ac-
knowledgment of any sentiments was a
presumption aud almost a proof that
those sentiments were wrong ; and this
principle soon assisted me to reject very
many views and practices, which have
ever been received by almost all believ-
ers.

One of the most prominent of these
repudiated sentiments, was the Divine
appointment of the Christian Sabbath.
Formerly that day was almost invariably
afestive season to my heart; and I could
as readily have consented to neglect my
necessary food, as give up the special
consecration of that day to the worship
of my Lord. But at the period specified,
I found little pleasure in its ordinances,
and wished to consider it merely as a
human institution, that T might not have
the mortification of being of oue mind
with ¢ the professing erowd.”

I soon discovered evidence, abundant
as autumnal leaves and clear as noon-
day brightness, in support of my desired
views. ‘‘ We live not under an economy
of carnal ordinances, but under the dis-
pensation of the Spirit, where the sane-
tity of special seasons is nugatory, and
every day should be a Sabbath. There
is no express precept for the received
holiness of the first day ; and as for the
Mosaic law, we have long since done
with that badge of pupilage. Paul ex-
pressly guards us against suffering any
man to judge us in respect of 2 holy day,
or of the Sabbath days. And where is
any instruction as to when the sacred
day should begin and end, or as io the
order of its services or manner of ob-
serving 1t?" Such arguments were irre-
fragable in my estimation. I wondered

A CHAPTER ON
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in the bonds of superstition, in having
supposed myself under obligation to
dedicate the Sunday entirely to religious
worship; and I pitied ‘‘the ignorant
weakness of the church so called” in
deeming such a ¢ priestly invention™ 1o
be divine.

I did not, however, find my secular.
izing the Sunday incline me, to make
the other days more spiritual than I had
made them previously, but much the
contrary, despite of all my boastings
that every dar was a Sabbath to the
Christian. This T have since seen is a
common fact with all my fellow boasters,
and it ought to have gone far to per-
suade me that I was wrong.

Nor did my new opinion conduce ty
my increased enjoyment, but much the
contrary, notwithstanding all my vaunt.
ings about my Christian liberty. M
conscience often felt dissatisfied after§
had been advocating the desecration of
the Sabbath; though I persuaded my-
self that it was the weakness or obstinacy
of my opponent which occasioned my
uncasiness. And on the Sabbath I was
invariably unhappy, especially if I talked
or acted on my professed sentiments,
though I thought such feelings were the
lingerings of the superstition of my
education. The longer, however,
persisted in my foolish course, the
greater my unhappiness became.

At length, when my conceit ha
begun to lessen, and by consequence
my mind to be more genially disposed
toward my brethren, a train of thought
remarkably coincident with a paragraph
in ““Wardlaw on the Sabbath,” arose
before my mind with considerable foree.
That writer's words will best expres
the thoughts adverted to. ¢ The pro-
fessor who is disposed to regard the
observance ofthe Sabbath, as a day of res
and religious exercise, as weakness orle-
gality, would do well to examine closely
the principles or state of heart, from
which such a disposition springs. Itis
true that we live under a new and more
spiritual dispensation ; but surely nev
was employed argument more unfortu
nate and self-destructive, never premiss
more fatal to the conclusion they
brought to support We live under
spiritual dispensation: and is the s
cularizing the Sabbath wmore befitting

that I should so lopg have been holden | a spiritual dispensation, than the relige
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ous observance of it? Is worldly en-
gagement more calculated to promote
the divine life in the soul, than the
dedication of the day to the exercises of
devotion, and means of spiritual mind-
edness? Is a spiritual dispensation a
dispensation of release from spiritual
exercises? Or is there one divine in-
sitution more eminently fitted for the
advancement of spirituality of mind than
the day of God, when duly observed ? Is
there a child of God who could feel it a
privilege to have the whole, or any part
of the day, taken from him, for the pur-
pose of unholy pursuits ?—a privilege to
be released from consecrating so large a
portion of his time, as one day in the
seven, to the concerns of his soul, and
communion with his Saviour? Is this
indeed a part of the liberty wherewith
Christ hath made his peopYe free? Is
it spirituality of mind that exults in such
freedom ? That a Christian should be
anxious to add as much more of his time
for the cultivation of the principles and
cfections of godliness, as he can redeem
from the necessary engagements of the
world, is easily understood ; but that a
man under the full influence of evangel-
ical piety, can listen with complacency
to reasons that would deprive him of a
portion of his spiritual énjoyments, and
abridge the means of his advancement
in grace, demands a doubt.”

I have to be thankful that such a
course of argument was suggested -to
tomy mind : it made me stop and think
azain under the rising conviction that I
might possibly be wrong. It also called
to my mind the remarks of a poor plain
little red-cloaked woman, whom, because
I thought highly of her piety, I had
endeavoured to convinee that the Sab-
bath was a human institution. ¢ Then
’us. 2 very blessed one;” she said,
“'tis the best blessing man ever afford-
elme” * But do you not see it is not
of divine appointment? where in the
Bible are the texts to prove we must
ohserve it sacredly?”’ *“I have never
yet thought of asking if we must keep
it; T have always thought we may, and
that is enough for me. I think my
Heavenly Father will not be angry with
me, for seeking the happiness of wor-
thipping Him~ and meeting with his
People and hearing his dear Ministers,
which I find or Sundays; and if He
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will not be angry, I cannot give up the
best privilege I have on earth.” 4 Bnt
the Bible does not require it.” A W¥ell:
I ihought it did; but does it fe i’?ﬁt [
¢ Not directly.”” ** Then/Master Wil-
liam, I do think you ouglt not tojbe so
warm in trying to take away frdm us
poor souls our richest earthly comfort.
If it were sinful to keep the S.':g‘bath
holy, T would give it up; but I cannot
think how sin can yield me so muth
holy pleasure: that is too deep for me."
The conversation made only a passing
impression on my mind, when it occur-
red, save that it excited my pi}y for the
poor woman’s *‘ pious ignoragcee;” but
at the time alluded to above, /it flashed
with most convincing,and abasing evi-
dence upon me.  , "I:
Still, as my anti:sabbathf prejudices
had taken deep fogt withinme, (alas!
how soon and poswerfully does error
thrive, when its seeds are sgffered to
germinate in our corrupted jnature!)
they were not easily eradicateq. It was
not till after many painful gtruggles,
that T could admit that there was any
positive scriptural authority for the
sanctity of the first day in sgven. The
chief means of ultimately leading me to
this admission, was a convergation with
an intelligent Christian to the following
effect.—1 asked him for dvidence in
favour of the universal oblightion of the
decalogue. ¢ 'Why,”saidhe,}*‘Ithought
you were satisfied that thede exists no
such evidence, and why wish for infor-
mation when already satistied upon a
question ?”” ‘I begin to s¢e that m
positivity was mot wise.” ‘Indeed!
Then I shall be much grati l}nd to state

my reasons for deeming thejdecalogue
binding on all men. I thinkK the great
and manifest difference in the mannper
of giving the ten commandnients, and
that of giving the ceremonial gnd politi-
cal laws of Judaism, was iftended to
denote the fact. Not only were these
precepts written by the finger of Ged,
whilst others were given only orally,
but other circumstances of special so-
lemnity, also marked the difference, as
you may see in the 20th of Exodus.
Nor is it an unimportant fact that con-
seience, on hearing the decalogue, at
once recognizes its comuands as binding
universally; which it fails to do on
reading the Jewish laws which follow.
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Which of its precepts does conscienca
intimate is not of moral obligation?
No one will specify any but that relating
to the Sabbath, But does not consci-
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ally important that Israel should have &
constant memento of their wonderful
deliverance, they were commanded to
observe the Sabbath in celebration of

ence, uninfluenced by system, say that | this event, in addition to its previous
8s we are morally obliged to set apart | special object. On just the sams
a portion of each day for express prayer, | ground, when it was of moment tha
8o there is at least a moral propriety in ’ Christians should have some perpetual
setting apart some regular day from ; remembrancer of their Saviour's having
secular engagements to the special ser- | achieved their redemption, the great
vice of Jehovah? But the strongest ; sabbatical principle was conseerated g
reason in sapport of my view is deduced | this noble purpase.” “But why not,
from the use, which our Lord and his | asin the previous case, retain the seventh
inspired writers, make of the ten com- | day P " Partly because the Saviour
mandments. I think if you will exam- | completed his work by rising from the
ine the passages in which they refer to | grave on the first day; and partly, it
the decalogue, you will find that they | may be, because of the transcendent
employ it for purposes and in a manner, , excellence and preciousness of redemp.
that cannct at all eomport with thei tion. So excellent and precious is that
idea that it was binding only on. the | work, that it must not, like the rescue
Jews. Paul, obviously, employed it as | of Israel from Egypt, have a merely
the ground of argument with Gentiles | subordinate place in'the Sabbath celebra.
as well as with Jews; but would not¥ tion—but the first: as it stands firstin
the reasoning from it be obviously fal- | Ged’s estimation, so it must stand first
lacious if it did not concern them ?"— . in man’s grateful commemoration ; and
“Then,” said I, ** of course you deem : therefore it occasions a change of days:
the fourth commandment as binding on | it tokes its own day—the day of i
us as on the Jews; but if so, why do, being perfected.” * But if the fourth
you not keep holy the seventh day, not , command be the ground of your author-
the first ' ¢ That seems to me asa mere | ity for observing the Sabbath, why not
circumstance of the great moral duty, | stone people for Lreaking . as the Jews
not at all affecting its principle. The | did ?”" *‘ Because that is not iz the

great principle of the command is that ,
we regularly devote a regular part of ,
our time to God: as the great principle |
of the first commandment is that we,
shall not give our hearts to any thing
but God; though it is expressed as
simply opposing idol worship and the
adoration of heathen deities. It seems
to me, therefore, that considered ab-
stractly, it wounld matter little whether
we saneitified the first or last or fourth,
or any other day. But the moral obli-
gation of setting apart some regular day,
has been employed to celebrate some
speeial work of God, as an important
eircumstance superadded to its primary
end, This circumstance may vary,
without at all interfering with the prin-
ciple of the duty. And accordingly
Geod has changed it, as his glory and the
benefit of man have required its change,
At first, it was designed especially to
celebrate the wounders of creation, which
on the seventh day received their com-

letion, 2s yon see in Gen. il 2, 8.
gubsequently, when it became espeei-

command, but introduced among their
obviously national laws, as well as for
other reasons. You mistake, however,
in supposing that the fourth command.
ment is the ground of our praetice, if
you mean the sole or chief ground. I
think Gen. ii. 2, 3, binds me to ke
the Sabbath day holy. I find no cer
tainty in the interpretation of the Serip-
tures without proceeding on this prin-
ciple, that the plain and most simple
meaning of the sacred writers is the
right one, unless there exists some
obvious reason for understanding them
in some other sense. On this principle
I deem the text referred too as teaching
us that from the very beginning, befor:
any distinction between Jew and Gentils
existed, God set apart the Sabbath for
man’s religious observance, and I knov
of no subsequent abrogation of that ap-
pointment.”’—** But is it not strang
that the New Testament should ot
inculeate the sanctification of the day?

“J think it dees with quite sufficient
plainness to satisfy any man whose con-
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scienco is awake to the intimations of
his Saviour's pleasure, and is prepared
to give a hearty weleome to the Sabbath
daty. That there was some day em-
phatically called ‘the Lord’s day,’ is
plain from Rev. i. 10. But I have been
unable to conceive of any sense in which
3 day could with propriety be so called,
unless it implied that it was a day espe-
dially consecrated to the Lord by holy
services—i, ¢. some Sabbath day. In
perfect keeping with this view of the
expression, it is plain that the apostles
ohserved the first day religiously, as we
see from Acts xx. 7. And this fact is
often and clearly affirmed by the carliest
writers, both Christian and Pagan, as
we all know. I really do not want
more evidence than this, to confirm me
in my Sabbath privileges, and to shew
me that the New Testament does not
require me to Tob my brethren and the
world of what is, obviously, one of the
most blessed and ameliorating institu-
tions of heaven, apart from which, as
unnumbered facts declare, society soon
runs rampant in vice and luxury; and
the piety of individuals soon languishes.”
~+*But why does Paul deem it his
duty to guard the Colossians against
observing Sabbath days ?”  “ He does
no such thing. He simply guards them
agamst suffering others to ‘judge them
inrespect to Sabbaths.” The connexion
shows, that he was referring to Jewish
Sabbaths, as the seventh year's rest, &c;
and his meaning seems to be, that they
should not, as the judaizers of the day
were disposed to do, give others an oc-
easion to suspect that they raade their
religion to consist in ceremonial ohser-
sances : adviee which I should be dis-
posed to give, in relation even o the
Christian Sabbath., It is a sad thing
when mea have nothing by which to
judge of our piety, but our sanctimo-
nlous observance of Sunday.” ¢ Yet
this is all the religion of many; and
here is the danger of setting apart one
day as more holy than another,”” ¢ All
our mercies and duties too, endanger
us, because of the perversity of our
hearts, But is it any argument against
the atonement of our Lord, that the
depravity of some men has actually
made it an excuse for licentiousness?
Brother, pardon me for saying: Get
a tabbatical state of heart, and you
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will soon be satisfied with the reason
your Graeious Master has afforded yo
that you should sanctify the Sabbath.”

Such sentiments as these, expressed
by my friend, gradually commended
themselves to my heart and judgment.
But I still found some difficulty as te
the time and manner of Sabbath conse-
cration. Providence, however, appear-
ed for me here also. The sentiments of
the following pastoral letter, completed
my reconversion te the truth on this
subject, :

My beloved Christian Brother,

Your lowly but sensible communiea-
tion settled my delightful hopes respect-
ing you. During all your wanderings,
1 have watched over you with intense
concern, and should frequently have
endeavourcd to convinece you of your
dangers, but that the positivity which
you now deplore, so repulsed my first
and only divect attempt, that I deemed
it proper to watcn an opportunity, in
which I might find you less confident, to
strive to lead you back into the paths
of love and truth, which in reality are
identical, That opportunity you now
afford me, and I most joyfully avail
myself of it, to aid you to receive the
statements of Seripture on the point to
which your inquiries relate.

It appears to me that both the time
and service of the Sabbath are leftin a
like predicament. The Saviour's law
is a law of liberty. It does not rigidly
exact the minute detail of duty, as
thongh we were his slaves; but clearly
inculeates general principles, and leaves
our own consciences, prompted by love,
and directed by the intimations of his
providence and the monitions of his
Spirit, to decide on the particular ap-
plication of these principles—treating
us as friends. In other words, the
method he has adopted in making known
to us his will, seems to say: ‘I wish
to receive the free obedience of love, If
you deem it your most welcome privi-
lege to please me, you have oniy to
abide by the great outline of duty which
I have drawn, and cndeavour to fill it
up as your circumstanees and my Holy
Spirit, may lead you to think will be
mast conducive to my glory; and be
assured I will accept and bless your
service. If, however, you desire to
svade my pleasure, or to perform it as
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scantily as may be compatible with
your salvation, I care little for your
obedience, and therefore it would have
been of little moment to have given you
specific laws. Accordingly, I have left
the disclosure of my will so general in
my word, that you may easily evade
your duty if you so desire, by the excuse,
that this and that is not enjoined.” It
is thus with the Lord’s will in reference
to the Sabbath. He has not told you
2t what hour it shall begin or end, nor
what precise series of services shall
oceupy its sacred moments. If you
therefore secretly dislike the sanctity of
the day, you will be able very easily so
to perplex yourself and others with
questions of detail, as to find it no diffi-
cult task to evade the duty of the day in
whole or in part, as your inclination or
apparent interest may dictate. But if
you account the Sabbath your delight
as a season of special devotedness to
Jesus, it will be enough of prescribed
law that you have been told that your
Lord claims tke day as his, and that he
requires the services of prayer, praise,
searching the Scriptures, not forsaking
the assembling of yourself with your
fellow saints, and doing good to all men.
His Providence and Spirit will always
shew you all the necessary detail.
Apply these remarks, and you will soon
find your way made plain before your
face, and soon prove that the Lord's
day is an antepast of the eternal Sabba-
tism. Only let your eye be single in
this matter, as in every other, and your
whole body shall be full of light.

If, however, you wish for my views
on any specific point of Sabbath duty,
write freely and I will gladly give them.
Call soon.

I am, &c. &e., S. S

I have found this letter quite adequate
to my difficulty : have acted on it, and
all the Sabbath delights of the time of
my first love have since been realized,
on the return of the now welcome and
holy day.

The sum of all is this. *‘If any man
1s willing to do God’s will he shall
know of the doectrine or duty, whether
it be of God.  T%e meck will he guide
in judgment; ¢ke meek will he teach

his way."”
SIMPLEX.

HOUSEHOLD BAPTISM.

HOUSEHOLD BAPTISM.

¢We do not see how our Baptist brethren
can well answer the following pithy remarks
of Dr. Wardlaw :—

¢It is a remarkable fact,’” says the doctor,
(p. 109,) ¢ that we have no mention of any.
thing resembling the baptism of households
or families in the accounts of the propagation
of the gospel by our Baptist brethren. That
the apostle baptized families no believer of
the Scripture history can doubt; and we have
seen that the manuer in which such baptisms
are recorded, or referred to, indicates uo
extraordinary thing. Now it surely is an
extraordinary thing that, in the journals and
periodical accounts of Baptist missions in
heathen couutrics, we should never meet
with any thing of the kind. T question
whether, iu the thirty years of the history of
the Baptist mission in India, there is to be
found a single instance of the baptism of a
household, When do we find a Baptis
misslonary saying, ¢ when she was baptized,
with her family ;* or, ¢ I baptized the family of
Krishnoo, or any other convert?” We have
the baptism of individuals, but nothing cor-
respondiug to the apostolic baptism of fami-
lies. This fact is a strong corroborative
proof that there is some difference between
their practice and that of the apostles, Ifthe
practice of both were the same, there might
surely be expected some little correspondence
in the facts connected with it.’ "— Disserta.
tion on Infant Baptism.

The above article has been copied
into the periodicals of the various Pedo-
baptist denominations, both in England
and in this country. It appears to be
a call for information—an appeal to
those who adhere to believer’s baptism
alone, to exhibit whatever facts may be
in their possession. 'We have reason to
believe that our Pedobaptist friends are
candid in making these statements—at
least, it is the part of charity to thinkso
till the contrary is proved, and it will
presently be seen whether they will be
equally candid in admitting the correc-
tion. Dr. Wardlaw is not alone in this
matter, but if we may judge by the
number and characters of the men who
have made similar statements, his im-
pressions on this subject are quite pre-
valent. A distinguished theological
Professor states in his lecture room,
that household baptisms never oceur
among Baptists, and of course their
practice cannot agree with that of the
apostles. Says Dr. Woods, Doctripal
Tract, No. 35, p. 26, after mentioning
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the household baptisms of Lydia, the
jailor, and Stephanas, ‘‘ In all the his-
tories of those churches which reject
infant baptism, not a single case oceurs
in which this phraseology is used.
Hence, a great majority of readers in
every age, have actually received the
impression from these cases of household
baptism, that families containing little
children were baptized on the ground
of their parents’ faith.”” Dr. Brownlee
remarks : *“ Nothing can be more man-
ifest than these two facts. First, The
apostles did practise family baptism.
Second, The Baptist brethren never do
practise family baptism! Which of
them is the orthodoxfollower of Christ ?"
[His own italicising and pointing.]

These extracts are sufficient to show
that information is needed on this sub-
ject. It is always gratifying to a can-
did mind to know® that what appears
true in theory, is confirmed by fact, and
we confess that if the doctrine of exclu-
sive believer’s baptism were not thus
confirmed, our confidence would be
shaken. We have, therefore, under-
taken the task of collecting a few facts,
which we will give below. It may be
proper to add, that we have only given
the results gathered from documents in
our possession, which in most cases con-
tain all the particulars of names, resi-
dence, &c. which any one who desires it
may freely examine. We will com-
mence with our own churches :—

“There are now eleven whole house-
holds of communicants in the First
Baptist Church in New Haven, Conn.”
—Convert's Guide, page 116.

Thepastorofthe Green Street Chureh,
Albany, under date of Feb., 1840,
writes, “Last Lord’s-day there was
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in which father, mother, and el the
children, were baptized into fellowship
with Baptist churches; the number of
children differing from four to eleven in
each family. He adds, *‘some eight or
ten more have been named to me, but I
have not the names, and have not added
them to the list.”

Rev. L. Porter, pastor of the Worthen
Street Baptist Chureh, in Lowell, in-
forms us that there are six families con~
) nected with his chureh, al/ the members
| of whieh, varying from four to seven,
havebeen baptized on profession of faith.

In the Boylston Street Church in this
city, there are four baptized families.

Rev. John Peak, of this city, has fur-
nished us four instances of families,
every member of which had been buried
with Christ in baptism on profession of
faith. The fathersof two had previously
been Congregational ministers.

Rev. W. H. Shailer, of Brookline,
has furnished us with four instances.

Rev. O. Ayer, of Littleton, Mass,,
says; ‘I baptized within the last year
two households, i. e, two men and all
their house. I baptized another man
and all the members of his houschold
who had not been baptized before.”

It may still be asked, Do Baptist
missionaries ever baptize whole house-
holds ? Dr. Wardlaw says, they do not.
Dr. Woods asks, * Would any honest
and pious missionary, who excludes
infants from the ordinanee of baptism,
and knowing that his practice would
form a precedent for those who should
follow him, allow such passages (as
occur in the Acts of the Apostles in
reference to household baptisms) to ap-
pear in his published journal? To us it
i appears perfectly clear that the apostles

baptized into the fellowship of our ! 3dministered baptism to believers and
church a number of whole families, and / to] their households on their account.
one family converted among us consists | The writers must have been aware that
of a father, mother, six daughters, and | Sich would naturally be the inference
two nieces, who all go on their way re- | from their language. Did they design
joleing.” i to lead us into error?”

. Says the Pionecr, *“ During a revival | We have not examined our missionary
in Madison county, Ia., the jailor of the * journals very extensively, nor do Bap-
county, ard his household, were bap- ' tist missionaries appear to have made
tized, tt, .., immersed.” | much account of facts of this kind, in the.
. Rev. D1, Kendrick, Presidentof Ham- | short time since their modern missions
lton Literary and Theological Semi- | have been in existence. We will con-
vary, New York, haes furnisbed a list of | tent ourselves, therefore, for the present
mne houschold baptisms, with the | by placing the following facts by the
Dames and places of residence of cach, ; side of the above statement.
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Rev. J. S. Guiffin, a home missionary
in Virginia, reports: ‘Since my ap-
pointment I have attended three dssoci-
ations, conmstituted two new churches,
and baptized one whole household of
happy converts.”

Rev. Mr. Vinton, missionary to the
Karens, writes: ‘‘ Last night I reached
a village about five miles from this
place, where is a Christian family which
I recently bantized. Household bap-
tism is very common among the Karens.
—We have no less than eight whole
families belonging to the chureh, besides
many that have been all baptized except
the young children.”

It should be recollected that the
Karen mission, is not as old as was the
apostolic mission when the Acts were
written, which contain the record of tivo
instances only.

‘We have now presented upwards of
fifty instances of household baptism, and
we have been promised perhaps as
many more which we have not received.
As we have it in contemplation to pre-
pare another article similar to this, we
request missionaries, ministers, and all
others who may have facts of this kind,
to lose no time in communicating them
to us. Let us be prepared to show that
our practice agrees in every respect with
that of the early disciples and apostles
of Christ, in faith, in purity, in zeal,
and in the administration of the ordinan-
ces of the Gospel.—Christian Watch-
man.

e —

THE BIGOT.

The bigot’s creed is very like the bed
of Procrustes. Jts dimensions admit of
no variation, not to the extent even of
the tithe of a hair. Every principle
which cannot, by dint of stretching or
cornpressing, be made to conform exactly
to its length and breadth, is anathematiz-
ed asrank heresy. Itisin this way per-
haps, oftener than in any other, that
truth is doomed to the rack, and tortured
and mangled without mercy, until her
pure spirit has fled, leaving behind it
nothing but a shapeless and lifeless form.

‘With such blind devotion to his par-
ticular creed, how can the bigot’s char-
acter be other than unlovely? It may
be free, it is true, from hypocrisy, as
was the apostle Paul's previous to his
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conversion; but it is also as free from
the gentle and much enduring spirit of
the gospel. If there i3 any appearance
of light about it, it is such as comes from
the ice-berg glittering in the moon-
beam. It is its nature to freeze and
repel, rather than warm and attract.
It is self-satisfied and self-complacent;
and condemns every thing which it can-
not convert to itz own likeness.  *‘ Stand
by, for I am holier than thou,” is the
most modest phrase it knows how to use.

We are marvellously prone to associ-
ate bigotry such as this, with the courts
and confessors of the Inquisition ; with
cardinals and popes; with monks and
anchorites; with mitres, and hoods, and
cowls; with beads, and crucifixes; with
loathsome cells and biazing fagots; and
indeed with every thing peculiar to the
dark ages. That we should do this is
quite natural. These ministers and
appendages of popery, mark a period in
which bigotry was the presiding deity
of what was called the church. It was
upon her altar, that the rights of reason
and of conscience were laid and sacri-
ficed, by those whounblushingly declared
themselves the special ministers of the
Most High.

But bigotry, it should be remembered,
is indigenous in the human mind. Itis
made up of a love of power, joined toa
pharisaical conceit of one’s own good-
ness {or rather of the goodness of one’s
creed), together with a reckless disre-
gard of the opinivas and feelings of
others, The one in whose mind it
predominates, is always in the right, and
every body else in the wrong. From
his?ecisions-the offspring of his idol-
ized creed—he allows no appeal. Ifthe
righteousness of the seribes and phari-
sees was insufficient to procure them
admission to the kingdom of heaven,
what element of improbability is there,
in the following description by the poet?
It delineates the fate of one who, when
on earth, supposed himself a Christian,
priding himself upon the orthedoxy of
his greed, while he was destitute of the
indwelling principle of true religion,

Most disappointed in that crowd of men,
The man of subtle controversy stood,
The bigot theologian, in minute
Distinctions skilled, and doctrines unredaced
To practice ; in debate how loud! how long !
How dexterons ! in Christian love how cold !
His vain conceits were orthodox alone.
The immutablo and heavenly truth, revealed
By God, was naoght tp him.” He had an ast,
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A kind of heliish charm, that wade the lips

0Of truth speak falsehoad, to s liking turned
The meamng of the text, made trifles seem

The marrow of salvation ; to a word,

A name, & gect, that sounded in the ear,

And to the eye so many letters showed,

But did no more,—gave valae infinite;

Proved still his reasoning best, aud his belief,
Though propped on fancies wild as madwan’s

dreams, )

Most rational, most scriptural, most sound,

With mortal heresy denouncing ell

Who in his arguments could see no force.

On points of faith, too fine for human sight,

Au\f never understood in heaven, he placed

is everlasting hope, uudoubtinglplm'ed,

And died ; and, when he opened his ear propared
‘Ta hear, beyond the grave, the minstrelsy

Qf bliss, he heard, alas ! the wail of wo.

He proved all creeds false but hi* own, and found,
At last, his own most false—most ‘alse, because
Hespent his time to prove all other so.

The worst feature in the character
we have been considering is, that it
appears under the guise of true religion.
It wears the livery of heaven, and not
unfrequently manifests a burning zeal
for the Lord of hosts. But how unlike
isits wisdom to that which is from above,
and whieh, as the Bible declares, is first
pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy
to be entreated, full of merey and good
froits, without partiality and without
hypoerisy. This wisdom is perfectly
compatible with Christian decision, and
with 2 firm adherence to the doctrines
and ordinances of the Bible. It is the
soul of religion, of which the bigot may
possess the body; it is the substance of
which we may have the shadow. Bigo-
iry in a professor of religion, instead of
attracting sinners to the cross of Christ,
tends to drive them beyond the ecircle of
religious inflaence, and to fatally stop
their ears against all the truths of the
Bible. It makes its possessor unchar-
itable and censorious, a stumbling block
lo sinners, a reproach to religion, and a
direct instrament of his own destruction.
~Advocate and Baptist.

e amed
ANINCIDENT IN THE LIFE OF THE
LATE REV. M. FISHER.
Tothe Editor of the London Baplist Magaxine.

Dear Sir,—About twelve months sthee,
%23 engared as a supply for a few weeks
2 Byrom-street chepel, Liverpool, and had
the pleasure of affording some little assis-
tance to that venerable und beloved minister,
the Rev. Moses Fisher. He was then in a
delicate state of health, and was glad of help
for bis week evening services,

_On spending an afternoon with him pre-
vious to the Wednesday evening lecture, he
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related several instances of the Lord's merci-
ful dealings with him both in providence end
grace. One was of so remarkable n charac-
ter, that I shall never forget the inpression
it produced on my miad,

It appears that some years since, the dis-
senting ministers of evangelical priuciples
had formed a unmion for the purpose of
delivering in each other’s places of worship,
lectures on given subjects, and it fell to Mr.
Fisher’s lot to preach on the melancholy
subject of self-murder.

He told me that he entered on the study
of it with most distressed feelings, and that
before he had completed bis composition, bis
nervous system was so shaken that he became
alarmingly ill. I an not quite certain, but
rather think, he said recourse was had to cup-
ping, and that he lest sixteen ounces of
bload. However his subject was completed
a month hefore the time appointed for its
delivery.  But it so happened that the highly
talented and esteemed Dr. Rafiles, who was
next in rotation on the list, was unable
(from some cause which I do not remember)
to lecture in his regular turn, and Mr. Fisher
was called on to take his place. He was
grieved because of the subject, but glad to
disburden his mind a month earlier than he
expected.

Unable to pursue his usual extemporane-
ous method, he resolved, for the first time,
on reading his discourse. This be did with
a heavy heart, and with heaviness to the
hearts of others. NMany were distressed at
the dismal nature of the subject, and one
gentleman met him at the foot of the pulpit
stairs, saying, ¢ Mr. Fisher, I hope never
again to hear you preach on that topic,” to
which he replied, “Sir, depend on it you
never will.”

Some few years passed on, and the subject
perhaps was nearly forgotten, when a gen-
tleman called at Mr. Fisher's rosidence, re-
questing to see him. He was an entire
stranger, but soon acquainted Mr. F. with
the object of his visit. He thus began: Sir,
did you not once deliver a sermon at Lime-
street Chapel on Self-murder? M, F. Yes,
sir, X did, and have often been sorry for it.
It was a subject most painful to myself and
to several others. Stranger.—I think, sir,
your regrets will give place to thankfulness
when you have heard my statement, Mr.
F.—I shall be most happy to hear auything
that may have that tendency. Stranger.—
That discourse was instrumental in saving
me from self-destruction. I had met with
certain disappointments in my own country
—they rendered me miserable ;—I had uo
refuge ;—I knew not God. I made suitable
arrangements, and crossed the water to
Liverpaol, where 1 had determined on ending
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a life doomed to nothing but misery in this
warld, T thought nathing of the miseries of
a future state. I had been in Liverpool
some days and had wandered about in search
of some secret spot, whttre [ might terminate
ny existence; and had fixed on what I
thought a suitable place, and was on my way
to commit the fatal deed, when, on passing
Lime-street Chapel, T saw lights, and felt
jmpressed with these thoughts,——this is a
place of worship, [ 1l eater, gs it is almost too
early in the evening for my purpose.  Great,
sir, was my surprisc to find that your subject
was on self-destruction. My attention was
fixed. My resolution was shaken. My
heart was broken. I thought surelv the
Lordisinthisplace. My sinfulnessappeared
in its true light. T retucned to my iun with
an impressed and penitent mind. For the
first time X prayed for mercy and for:;ivepess.
The Lord withholds not his mercy from the
penitent. I hastened back to my home with
a relieved heart, and I hope a renewed spivit,
and cun now rejoice in the salvation of God.
Anud, sir, to acquaint y8u with this exhibi.
tion of distinguished grace and mercy, I am
come to Liverpool. Mr. F.—Will you
favour me with your address? Because
some, perhaps, might question the fact, and
I should like to be furnished with a refer-
ence. Stranger.—Myaddressyoushallhave,
but T beg the favor that my name may not
be made public during my life-time. Yet,
should any doubt the trath of the case, you
may refer'them to me.

“ Wonders of grace to God belong."’

Mr. Fisher informed me that he had re-
corded this instance of sovereign grace, and,
ito daubt, those friends who may be in pos-
session of his papers, will gladly supply any
deficiencies which the bare remembrance of
a verbal communication may have accasioned.

“ Bohind a frowning providence,
He hides a smiling face.”
I remain, dear Sir, Your's most respectfutly,
W. GLANVILLE.
Moncyer Street,
Hoxton, Oct. 20, 1840.

——
ON CHRISTIAN EXHORTATION.

1. The meaning of the word.—I am con-
vinced were this more perfectly understood,
Christians would not disagree so much an
the subject.  The verb from which the noun
is taken, is @ compound word, made up of
para, which signifies at or near, and %aleo,
which is eall, summon, invite, ar prociaim ;
and therefore the two put together, apply to
whatever is said in direct application to the
heart of the heaver, in the vay of entreating,

ON

EXHORTATION.

warning, requesting, beseeching, cousaling,
or admonishing.

The word, not met with in the (English)
Old Testament, is first used with reference
to John's preaching, Luke iii. 18: ¢ Apg
many ather things in his exhortation preached
he unto the people.” The word bere is most
naturally used of a kind of close preaching to
the heart, aud the words of ailvice which he
gave to the different orders of his anxipus
hearers, as you fiad in the connection,

Again, the word is used in the same way
in Acts ii. 40: ‘‘And with many other
words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save
yourselves from this untoward generation,”
Here Peter testified and exhorted. e ex-
pounded the Scriptures, and testified of Jesus
Christ as the true Messiah, while he explain-
ed and applied extracts from the prophecies of
Joel and David in reference to Jesus Christ
and gospel days; and he exharted, by the
application of his subject to the hearts and
consciences of his heavers, pressing them hard
with their sins, duties aud safety. Agres.
ably to this definition of the tern parakale,
we often have it trauslated, to comfort, to
entreat, since you, in so doing, apply your
subject to the heart, moving it to what either
duty or safety may reguire. So every
preacher who knows his duty, both preaches
and exhorts every time he stands up to ad-
dress immortal souls. It is possible that
some sermony may be chiefly in the wayof
doctrine or exposition; but if se, othes
ought to be more practical, chiefly in the way
of exkorting the people to the various dutie
devolviug upon them in their Christias pro-
fession.  According to this, the Apostle Paul
requires of Tixathy, to ¢ give attendance to
reading, to exbhortation, to doctrine,” Tin.
iv, 13., which, as clearly appears from the
connection, refers to bis own personal duties
in the church. See likewise 1 Tit. ii. 15,

Parakletos, a word of the same derivation,
which sigunifies comforter, exhorter, &, is
one of the glorious titles of the Holy Spirit
¢ 1 will ask the Father, and he shalt give you
another comforter.”—John xiv. 16. One
who can effectually address the consciences
and hearts of men, comfort and admonish the
real Christian, as his state and ciccumsisn-
ces require.

2. Y wounld further notice, #hat in the pri-
mitive churches it was customary for e
ordinary and inspired members of the chwreh,
to address both the church and congregation
when met on the Lord's-day* But this s

# Justin Martgn, an eminent Clristian writer of
the second century, who was born before (¢
Apostle John died, writes on the order of workp
in lug day, as follows : * On Sunday, all the Canst-
inns in the city or country meel together, besass
that is the day of our Lord's resurrection ; audtiad
we have read unto us the writings of the Prophes
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nut confounding the teacher with the taught;
nor setting an example for all to be teachers
together; for these men did not derive their
authority to teach from their place in the
church, but from the spirit they possessed,
like the prophets of old who had a right to
speak even in the temple, by a higher com-
mission than a priest, although not of the
tribe of Levi. Only care was to be taken to
avoid all confusion, and to do every thing
decently and in order.
pbesy, one by oae, that all might learn and
all might be comforted.”—1 Cor. xiv. 3.
But from this allow me to notice, that it has
been in every age since the aposties a pralific
sonrce of €rror, fanaticism, and confusion, to
do away the line of distinction between the
ordinary and extraordinary officers of the
church.  So likewise in this and many other
things, churches and good men have greatly
destrayed the beautiful order of a Christian
chureh, and iutroduced anarchy and con-
fusion, by not distinguishing between the
ordinary and extraordinary members of the

church.  If no attention is paid to this, and !

every brother suppose himselt'a public speaker
or exhorter, simply because he is a member,—
why, a boy of no knowledge or experience
way oncupy the precious time of teachers
and all, by saying a number of good things,
mixed up with a great deal of nonsense,
which would be rather confusion than edifi-
cation, However, it is right that brethren
should occupy time accovding to their talents
insecial prayer, aund exhortation meetings;
and should a brother show a talent for public
speaking, let bim be encouraged to use it in
aid of the pastor in the destitute world around,
ascircumstances seem to vequire. Without
order, @ numerous church must ultimately
fall under its own weight; or, if it be driven
by every wind that blows, without command
or order, we shall, sooner or later, fiud it a
total wreck on the rocky shores of ervor and
schism,

Your’s, for the truth's sake, F.
e
LIGHTS OF REASON AND
REVELATION.
NO, III.

The Creatar of the universe being self-
sufficient, or existing by natural necessity,
must be (and is alone) independent ; being
ot a partial existence, but existing every-
where alike, he is omuiscient and omnipre-
sent, - From the sigus of wisdom and design,

withe P.p;stl—c;'.

This done, the president makes
W ombion to the assembly, to exbort them to imi-
tle aud do the things they heard. Then we all
Jon in prayer; and after that, we colebrate the

REASON AND REVELATION.

All might ¢ pro- |
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which are apparent in his works, it is evident
he must be intelligent. From bis infinite
power and knowledge, he is above fear and
deception, and must therefore be just. Hav-
ing created all things, be must know all
things,—even their very essence ;—he must,
! therefore, be iufinitely wise. Having ne
| motive for misrepresenting realities, he must
be infallible teath,

Having power to anuibilate as well as
to create, and cause every thing, or nothing,
to suit his purposes, he must be good. Hiy
perfect freedom and sovereignty, are easily
| deducible from those attributes; to the truth
‘ and certainty of which, all creation bears its

substantial testimony,—aye, even the very
I faculties of those who doubt, quibble, and
deny, and who prove little more than their
own ignorance of that, which alone elevates
our nature above the brute creation.—Gen.
i. 6: Psalm xix. 15 Isa. x1. 13; Rom. i, 20.

If satisfaction constitutes happiness, (and
who doubts it?) then, whatever the sensual-
ist, or infidel may say to the contrary, the
true Christian is happy, in the observance of
moral duties, as much as the voluptuary is in
abusing them, perhaps more. Why should
the Christian be supposed to be less happy in
bis endeavours to obey the divine code of
morals, by honouring the God of gvace and
nature, than those who despise and violate
it!]  Or should the Christian be unhappy in
his endeavours to obey that law of his own
nature, which commands him to inflict wo
injury, which he would not himself willingly
sustain, while the swindler, the robber, the
traducer, is happy in the breach of it! I¢
wounld be difficult—perhaps impossible—to
shew, that God had any higher object in
view, in creating man, than his own glory ;
but in mercy and great gooduess, he made
our happiness consistent therewith, though
subordinate. Qur duties are, therefore, two-
fold, to him and to one another, as well as to
ourselves.  Reverentiul obedience towards
God—gaod will and amity towards our fel
lows—sobriety, clouded intellect, absti-
nence from alcohol, opium, angry passions,
or any thing that would derange, or disorder
our intellectual faculties, are duties we owe
to ourselves, in aorder to preserve us in a fit
state to render to God and our neighbour,
that seevice which they have a right to claim
from us. Must the Christian then be ueces-
sarily unhappy, and an object of the liber-
tine’s pity! It may be so in the scorner’s
opinion, but the Christian ought to be allowed
to speak for himself.

Nar will the infidel's notion of annibila-

tian yield him any advautage over the Chris-

{ tian ; for on the supposition that the Christian

i}mg’-"i"“ And they that “"}."”l""g.““; able give { qng jufidel are both happy in their vespective
v, 8.

Co~ Cornpr X

v ways here below, if death be an ciernal sleep,
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there can be no difference between them

hereafter; but X would recommend the infidel

to be quite certain of this, before he hazards

so much as eternal happiness upon a baseless

fabric.—Rom, vi. 12, 13; i. 21; ii. 24, 28;

viii. 13. CATHOLIC.
JOSE —

BapTtisy 1N THE CHURCH oF ENGLAND.
~—A numerous assemblage of the parishioners
was attracted to St. Mary’s church, Reading,
a few days since, to witness the novel and (in
that town) unprecedented ceremony of a
young lady, the daughter of highly respec-
table parents of the Baptist denomination,
being received within the pale of the Church
of England by public immersion. The cere-
mony was performed by the Rev. C. J. Good-
hart, the vicar, in the Coley chantrey of the
church, where a large vessel was placed for
the recipient, filled with water partially
warmed. The ceremony occupied nearly an
hour.—T%e Patriot.

——P——

To the Editor of the London Baptist Magaxine.

CAVENDISH CHAPEL, RAMSGATE,

Dear Sir,—~Your brief notice of the
opening of our chapel in July, reminded me
of an unintentional omixion in not having
furnished any information respecting it.

‘The sum already paid for the ground and
the erection of our chapel is £4,500, and
£1,000 yet remains due, and yet very little,
if any thing, has been appropriated to useless
ornament or splendor. :

Many persons are not aware that symmetry
is as cheap as deformity. If they see a
chapel in a bad situation, with no carriage
rond to it, altogether destitute of architectural
proportions and internal comfort, they con-
clude it has cost very little, that the builders
have had an eye to simplicity: but if they
see one prominent and imposing—if they see
ane that looks too good to belong to Dissen-
ters, so that an Episcopalian walks in by
mistake, not dreaming that the voluntary
principle could be so clegant or efficient—
they immediately infer an extravagant expen-
diture, the pride of life, or conformity to
the world. Greatly, however, are they mis-
taken, for clegance is not excess, nor is there
any thing gorgeous in beauty. Awnd it will
be found that places of worship badly located,
and badly planoed, subsequently altered and
enlarged, have been far more embarrassing to
their worshippers, than those upon which a
first outlay was & last outlay, and goed taste
an indispensable.

Our baptistry is always open—it is im-

mediately in front of the pulpit, inclosed by |

a chased railing, and lined with porcelain
tiles,. We have used it every mounth since
the chapel was opened.  On two occasions
clergymen have been present—and two or
three Episcopalians have been dipped.

BAPTISM IN THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND, ETC.

Denominational extension, I am free to
configs, was the motive which excited me to
set about the erection of this chapel, cou-
nected, as I trust it was, with a view of the
cross of Christ, and a desire for the conver-
sion of sinners! Though my own membery
had scarcely pledged themselves to give any-
thing when I began to build, I record it to
their honor, that two-thicds, or very nearly
so, of the sum collected, has been from them.
Ministers must sometimes lend the people in
seculur as well as spiritual concerns—in
towns where the gospel lias never been
preached in the parish church, where dissen-
ters are looked upon as “the off-scouring,”
where tradesmen are left by their patrons jf
they attend a chapel, (and such is Ramsgate,)
influential aud respectable men surrounding
and assisting a minister, are very “few and
far between.” For these he must not, there.
fore, wait; ceasing from man, he must hope
in God.

I conclude, dear Sir, with a prayerful
desire that we may “be wise as serpents,”
“ harmless as doves,”—1let not the house of
God be secoud to our ceiled houses—and Jet
no mistaken Christian suppese that the
prominency, symmetry, and comforé, which
we would combine in every place of warship,
are dictated by any other than our Lords
own words, ¢‘ Make friends to yourselves of
the mammon of unrighteousness.”

Let Baptists be as primitive as they pleae
in the discipline of their churches, but in the
erection of their chapels let them keep pace
with the times. Your's very faithfully,

J. MORTLOCK DANIELL,

———

DELIGHT IN GOD.

This world and all its trifling toys,
Afford me no substantial joys,
That cannot fade away 5
I'll seek for gladuess to my soul,
‘Where everlasting pleasures roll,
In bright eternal day.
I'll seck my pleasure from the Lord ;
And 0! that be would help afford
Through his beloved Son ;
I'll go before my father’s face,
And plead the riches of his grace,
And urge what Christ hath done.
Vile and unworthy though I am,
Yet, trusting in iy Saviour’s name,
And making him my plea,
I will not fear that he'll deny,
Mg fervent prayer, or spurn my cry,
ince Jesus died for me.
With humble hope I will appear,
With ardent love and filial fear,
Refore the Lord my Gods
I'll pray him to forgive mr sin,
To justify and make me clean,
Through my Redeemer’s blood.
0! blessed God, when shall 1 see
The new Jerusalem and thee,
And taste the joys above ;
1 long to reach that peaceful shore,
Where 1 shall sing for evermore

Of thy redeeming love.
ANN MeLaven.
aged {4 years.
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CANADA
BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY.
THE FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING.

This was held in St. Helen Street Chapel on
the evening of the 11th Feb. The attendance
was good, and much interest appeared to be
excited in behalf of the Society. It was
pleasing to see Ministers of other denomina-
tions present, and to hear from them expres-
sions of cordial regard for the Institution, as
likely, under the divine blessing, if efficiently
supported, to render most important service
to the interests of the Saviour’s kingdom
throughout this extensive country. The
Rev. W. Tavror remarked that it was an
interesting feature in the Institution, that it
was not exclusive—there being nothing in its
Constitution to prevent the admission of
pious candidates for the Mlinistry, who pay
their own expenses, to whatever denomina-
tion they may belong. Mr. Tavror
likewise remarked, that whilst the members
of the Church of Rome made provision in
various Seminaries for educating young men
for the service of their church, he was
not aware that there was any Protestant In-
ditution of the kind throughout Leswer
Canada with the exception of our own. The
presence of two Ministerial bretbren, one
from Vermont, the other from the border,
also added to the interest of the meeting.
The brightening prospects of Canada were
wentioned by the Rev, J. DYER, as a reason
for more strenuous exertion on the part of
our friends in this country. It was men-
tined as highly important, that Canada
thould, if possible, sustain the Institution,
the whole expense of which, including the
President’s salary, is less than £500 per
annum, that the Colonial Society might be
more at liberty to devote its resources to
direct missionary efforts ; sustaining in this
enterprise some of the young men who will
soon be entering upon their work. Our
friends, both in Upper Cranda and the
Eastern Townships, must be alive to the
‘mpartatice of employing some of the young
:nen as Evangelists, this being the kind of
habour, more than any other, which is
Mapled to meet our urgent necessitics.

(o]

This is a kind of labour, however, which
would render those engaged in it, for a time,
almost entirely dependent upon those who
might send them forth. And yet it is the
most important kind of labour, at least for
Canada. Sball it be neglected? One of
the speakers alluded forcibly to our Lord's
injunction—¢‘ Pray ye therefore the Lord of
the harvest that he would send forth labour-
ers,” &c. Labourers, suitable and willing,
and prepared with much toil and at some ex-
pense, for their work, will soon be ready to
enter upon it. How important that they
should be able to devote themselves wholly
toit! NMay the Baptists of Canada more
especially respond to the appeals which were
then made. Muay we live to see them taking
upon themselves the support of the Iustitu-
tion, and the Colonial Society devoting itself
to the pleasing work of sustaining a goodly
band of our esteemed young friends as Evan-
gelists. It was somewhat late before the
meeting broke up, but no one appeared weary
of the proceedings.

James Toousown, Bsy., of Laprairie hav~
ing been chosen Chairman,

The meeting was opened with prayer by
Rev. W. Fraser. The Report was then
read by the Secvetary; after which the fel-
lowing resolutions were proposed to the meet-
ing, and ananimously adepted.

Moved by Rev. H. O. Crorrs, of the
Methodist New Connection; seconded by
Rev. D. M‘PrAIL, of Osgood.

1. That the Report now read be adopted,
and published in the Magazine.

Moved by Rev. P. CrAsg, of Vermont;
seconded by Rev. A. H. Housg, of
Barnston.

IX. That the Divine blessing on the
operations of this Society, during the past
year, calls for gratitude to the Giver, and at
the same time urges to paticnt continuance
in this mode of well-deing.

Moved by Rev. W. TAYLOR, of the Scotch
Secession Church ; seconded by Rev. J.
EpwARDS, of St. Andrew’s,

IIT. That the Theological Institution is
calculated, by the help of God, to supply in
part the religious destitution of Canada, by
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sending forth intelligent as well as pious pas-

tors and evangelists; and is therefore entitled

to the prayers and liberality of all who love
the cause of Christ.

Moved by Rev. J. DyER, jun., of Kingston ;
seconded by Mr. T. M. Tmoyson, of
Napierville.

IV. That the cordial thanks of this So-
ciety arce due to Mr. Jouxy EbpWwaRrbDs, sen.,
for his self-denying labours as Agent in
Britain ; and also to the friends in the
fatherland, for the liberality already mani-
fested, and the promises of further support.
Moved by Rev. W. FRASER, of Breadalbane ;

seconded by Mr. GrEelg.

V. That the following persons be the
Officers and Committee for the ensuing year:

Jaues Mirus, Esq., Treasurer,

Dr. Davies, Corresponding Secretary.

JaMES MILNE, Recording .S‘ecrelary.z

Committee, with power to add to their number.

James Thomson, sen., John Try, Robert
DMorton, R. Drake, Joseph Leeming, William
Muir, Montreal; John Dunn, Laprairie;
T. M. Thomson, Napierville; John Ed.
wards, sen., Clarence; J. Edwards, jun.,
St. Andrew's; William Fraser, Breadal-
bane; Allan M‘Diarmid, Breadalbane; S.
Tucker, Petite Nation ; D. M*Phail, Osgood;
O. Larwill, Buckingham; BE. Doolittle, Hal-
dimand ; Rev. J. Dyer, jun., Kingston; G.
H. Haines, Kingston; Rev. J. Gilmour,
Peterboro’s Rev. W. H. Coombs, Toronto;
Joseph Wenham, Esq., Toronto; James
Connell, jun.,, Toronto; Rev. W. Rees,
Brantford; J. Beam, Beamsville; Rev. W,
H. Landon, Woeodstock; Rev. Dugald Sin-
clair, Lobo.

FOURTH ANNUAL

FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT
OF TNE
CANADA BAPTIST MISSIONARY
SOCIETY.

In presenting their account of the Society’s
proceedings during the fourth year of its ex-
istence, the Committee have abundant reason
to extol the Divine goodness. On many oc-
casior:s have they been permitted to raise
their ‘“ ebenezer,” and thankfully to record
<t hitherto has the Lord helped us.” Hours
of despondency may have occurred, but the
season in general has been full of encourage-
ment and hepe; 'since the voice of Provi-
dence, as uttered by the leading circumstances
and events, has urged to advance and beto-
kened success. Trials and reverses are inci-
denteven to the best and holiest undertakings,
in which men can engage; and therefore
their occurrence i coinccuon with this reli-
ginne cuterprise Lan cause no marvel, ‘““as
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though some strange thing had happened.”
These we must be prepared to meet; but it
is our consolation to know, that untoward
and painful events are often overruled for
the furtherance of the gospel.  Our God has
succoured and blessed us, and we would still
repose confidence in him.

The Agent in Britain.

It was stated in the report for last year,
that Mr. Jouy Epwarps had generously
undertaken to visit the mother country in
behalf of the Society. We have now the
pleasure of recording, with heartfelt gratitude,
the zeal and success with which he has pro-
secuted his benevolent object. His course
has been for the most part exceedingly ardu.
ous, but his faith and perseverance have
enabled him to make progress under circum-
stances, that would have induced most per-
sons to sit down in despair.  On his arrival
in the mother country, he found much difi-
culty in gaining the attention and sympathy
of the churches at large, though he was kindly
received by the few who did not overlook the
destitution of Canada, while extending their
charities to the foreigner and the heathen.
He was alse hindered in his work by a severe
illness, which lasted for many weeks, and
proved a sore trial to his ardent and energetic
spirit. But his Master renewed his strength,
and soon gave him unequivocal tokens for
good, in the warmer and more geueral in.
terest, which was taken in his errand.

Our aged and esteemed friend has travelled
extensively over England and Scotland; and
intends to continue his journeys and toils till
the month of March or April, whenhe hopes
to commence his voyage to this land of his
adoptien, and to return laden with the offer-
ings of British liberality and piety.

The results of his labours cannot yet be
fully ascertained, for many advantages may
accrue, unknown not only to us, but alsoto
himself; but amply sufficient is known to
constrain our joy and thankfulness. Very
seasonable aid has already been received by
the Society, as the immediate effect of bis
toil. But besides this advantage, it may be
hoped that, in consequence of his arrange
ments, aid will be secured for some years t
come. He has constantly kept this object in
view. In many places he has succeeded in
obtaining the help of kind brethren, who
promise to exert themselves as agents to ad-
vanca the interests of the Society. He has
also witnessed the formation of two Auili
aries, one in Portsea, and another in Edin-
burgh, from the latter of which very liberal
assistance has been already received. The
noble aim of our aged friend is thus ex-
pressed in his Jatest communication : ¢ I feel
particularly anxious to make such arrange
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ments and impressions that a little stream
shall flow, after I am gone, which may help
by the divine blessing, to fectilize our barren
wastes.”

Missionary Labours,

The evangelical efforts, which the Society
has encouraged and supported during the past
year, have been signally owned of God. Not
one of the missionarivs has been lefe without
some measure of success, Mr. M‘Ewey,
who haslaboured cbiefly at the Indian Lands,
has baptized four at that station. Heis now
stationed in Beckwith with cheering prospects
of usefulness. Mr. M‘Punarn has been
greatly encouraged, both iu his stated minis-
trations to the church in Osgood, where
several have been translated into the kingdom
of God's dear Som, and in his occasional
labours among the destitute people in the
Bathurst District, and also on the Ottawa
River. Through his instrumentality, in con-
nection with the efforts of other zealous
bretbren, as many as twenty-six have been
baptized in the townships of Beckwith and
Drummond; so that there is now a church
in that region containing sixty members.
May this infant church * grow as the lily
and spread forth its roots as Lebanon.”  Mis-
sionary visits have also been much blessed in
two or three places on the Ottawa, where a
very pleasing state of religious feeling now
prevails,—where the disciples are more zeal-
ous and united, and many are embracing the
Gospel.  The Lord grant that ¢ their peace
way be as a river, and their righteousness as
the waves of the sea.”

The Theological Institution.

In this department of the Society’s opera-
tions, the faveur of Divine Providence has
been largely vouchsafed. Great improvement
has been effected in furnishing the Students
with better accommodations, and more faci-
lities for attending to their pursuits. There
is, however, much need of farther improve-
ment in this respect ; for the present tempo-
rary arrangements do not sceure as much
reom and comfort as the object of the Insti-
tution demands. It is therefore exceedingly
desirable that the proposed building should
be erected, as soon as Providence sha)l point
out the place, where the Seminary will be
most useful and best supported. A decision,
fouuded in wisdom and enlightened regard
to the good of the cause, will, it is hoped, be
formed soon on »nis important subject.

Theve are now eleven students connected
with the Institution, Three have alrendy
goue forth to advance, as we trust, the
Saviour’s cause, aceording to their abilities
and opportunities, May the Lerd bless
them, and make them blessings.  The eleven
tow under training are variously engaged in
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the following pursuits: English Grammar,
Geography, Mathematics, Logic, Composition
of Sermonsand Essays, Paley’s Horre Pauling,
Greek Test., Hebrew Bible, and Syriac Tes~
tament. The usual examination took place in
June, 1840, when Messrs. GiLyoUur and
Coowns attended in order to judge of the
proficiency of the Students, The opinion
which the examiners formed was very en-
couraging to the friends of an cducated
Ministry ; but as their testimonial, along
with the Annual Report of the Seminary,
Las been already published in the Magazine
for August, 1840, it is needless to repeat it
here, and therefore we will only present this
extract:

¢ It was exceedingly gratifying to per-
ceive, that whilst the range of studies prose-
cuted in the College is by no means narrow,
every part is calculated directly to subserve
the one great object of the Saciety, viz.,
assisting our young Urethren to become ‘able
Ministers of the New Testament.’

¢ Qur gratitude and delight, in witnessing
the results of Inst year’s labours, are enhanced
by the decp couviction which we feel, that
such an Institution as this is peculiarly
needed in Canada, and is in the highest de~
gree adapted to remove many of the evils
which constitute the chief hinderances to the
peace and prosperity of our churches, and
the effectunl diffusion of gospel truth through
these Provinces,. We unfeignedly bless the
great King in Zion, that he has at length
established here such an instrument of gond 5
and we have no doubt that our churches will
soon and long rejoice in the bencfits resulting
from its operations.”

The Students have, in a very praiseworthy
manner, endeavoured to make themselves
useful in the service of religion. They often
engage in preaching in Montreal and its
vicinity, besides other labours of love and
works of faith, During the vacation of last
summer, they engaged in arduous missionary
labour, and preached the Gospel with much
acceptance, and with many tokens of the
favour and blessing of their Master. While
referring to these benevolent efforts on the
part of the Students, we wish to suggest to
the destitute brethren and churches the pro-
priety of availing themselves of their services,
during the months of July and August, when
the labours of the Institution are suspended.
If any will act on this respectful suggestion,
it is desirable that they should apply to the
Tutor in the month of May or June, that he
may make seasonable arrangements to send
the desired help.

The Library of the Institation is still very
inadeguate to answer the purpose. Some
valuable baoks have bren added to it in the
course of the year; and a generous gift is
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expected to arrive this summer from a kind
Christian friend, C. C. Tavcnnirz, Esq.,
of Leipsle, in Germany. But there is much
yet to be done, before the collection of books
can be dcemed sufficient.

‘We cannot close this part of the Report,
without affectionatel ding the Stu-
dents to the kind consideration and fervent
prayers of the churches.

The Magazine.

The Committee, encouraged by a variety
of circumstances, have after much delibera-
tion, resumed the responsibility of publishing
this organ of the Denomination in Canada.
This was done in the hope, that the under-
taking would cause no pecuniary loss to the
Society, since the subscribers had become
more nuwerous, and especially since the
labours of the Editor were obtained without
remuneration. The Committee are gratified
to kaow, from the testimonies of many
brethren in every part of Canada, that the
periodical meets with acceptance, and answers,
o an encouraging extent, the important ob.
Jects for which it is published, viz., the spread
of evangelical truth, and the furtherance of
the cause, by circulating missionary intelli-
gence and uniting the hearts and the efforts
of the entire brotherhood. But the suppport
hitherto given to the Magazine has been far
too limited, if we take into account the num-
bers and means of cur Denomination. The
Society ought to have derived some pecuniary
advantage from its publication; but as yet
its funds have not been increased from this
source. This year, however, a trifling gain
may be expected, if the subscribers will all
prove faithful. We would therefore affec-
tionately urge all, who can, to extend its cir-
culation, that it may have more adeguate
support, and more fully accomplish its end.

Funds.

The expenditare has been considerably in-
creased this year, owing partly to debts pre-
viously incurred, and especially to the outlay
in furnishing the house now occupied by the
Institution. We are, however, happy to
state that, with the exception of this outlay,
the present mode of supporting students is
more economical as well as more comfortable
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of the Province have this year appeared ay
subscribers ; bot we are persuaded there are
many more who ought thus to honor the
Lord with their substance. There are among
us some truly liberal supporters of the cause;
but are there not many in our churches who
withhold from God that which is his ewn?

Concluding Remarks.

In the events and labors of the past year,
the friends of the Society may find much to
awaken their gratitude and sustain their
hopes. Two missionaries have constantly
labored in connection with the Society; and
several others have been engaged in its be.
nevolent service for short periods. One new
church of 60 members has been gathered in
o long neglected region. In another quarter
many of the members of a torn and scattered
church, have been reunited in the fellewship
of the gospel. There are also some other
happy results indirectly promoted by this
Society. Oune missionary is now Inboring
in an extensive field near Port Hope, where
he is supported by the church in Church
Street, London, in consequence of the appeal
of our agent. Two experienced Ministers
have been led to transfer their evangelical
iabors from England to this country, iwher
they now occupy most important stations,
the one in Toronto, the other in Kingston,
Two new churches have thus been formed,
which are, we trust, destined to diffuse the
light of truth far over the land.

But while we rejoice over these things,
we must not forget that multitudes in the
land are yet destitute of the ministrations of
the gospel, and that many feeble bands of
brethren call for speedy succour in maintaiu-
ing the cause. A great work is still before
us. Many zealous laborers, whose useful
ness is greatly hindered owing to their con-
strained secular pursuits, need our assistance.
BMany churches are in need of pastors, “to

. strengthen the things which remain thatare

ready to die.” While then there is so much
to be accomplished, we would conclude io
the language of the missionary Paul:
¢¢ Therefore, beloved brethren, he ye stead-
fast, immoveable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, for as much as ye know

: . o "
than the former.  The contributionaveceived ; your labour is not in vain in the Lord,

feom all sources in Canada amount to £232 o N
7, making considerably less than balf the | James Mills, in account with the Canada Haplul

for Mi aud Education durin,
g
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the year, without including the salary of the

‘Tutor of the Seminary which is paid by the
Baptist Colonial Missionary Society in Lon-
den.  With this fact before us, we cannot
refrain from asking all our brethren in this
country, whether they think this is all they
ean do to help the Society. We are glad
that several worthy names in remote arts
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Amount brought forward. Britain'
To Colloc!e Agent in Britain

103. Sterling .. oo ¢v 00 oL 40
~ Do. Mr. Vicker's donation of Lace ..
— John Try, Esq., onaccount of interest

of money in his hands., .. .. .. ..
— Second Volume of Magazine .. .
— Money returned by Students .. .. ..

.. £242
66

oo a0 321
16

wos oo ©
~Swa Qe W

]
0

£641 13 1

Cr.

By Paid Missionaries .. .. ¢ .. . £69
— Support of Studeunts, to 1st Mx\y, Te40 100 19 2
— Expenses of Baptist College from lst

May to 10th February, 1841.. .. .. }?0 16 11

— Incidental Expenses .. . ve oo se 1312 1
~ Travelling Expenses . e eees 1550
— College Furniture .. .. .. .. 6810 3
— Rent for Baptist College from "Ist

May, 1839, to 1st May, 1840 .. .. .. 20 0 O
— Rent for do. from lst May, 1840, to
1st February, 1841 , v e 42 7 6
— Campbell & Becket, for prmnng 2nd
{ of Magnzine,, ¢ «o o o0 3210
- Balauce in hands of Treasurcr.... .. 118 18 2
£641 13 1
JAMES MILLS, Treasurer.
SUBSCRIPTIONS RECBIVBD SINCE CLOSING THE
AGCOUNTS.

By Rev. W. Rees, Brantford :

D, Buchan, Esq., Paris, for Education.... £1 5 0
W, E. Buchan, du. do, wee 160
1. Capron, do. 100
\!rs. uchan, do. 130

do. do. 150
Mn Moy)e, do. a 100
Cymro, do. do. we 020

By Rev. D. Stnclair, Lobo :

D. Sinclair, Lobo, for Can. Bap, Mis. Soc'y, 010 0
Dugn\dh‘Cou, 0. do. do. 010 0
Hogh M‘Cowan,do. do. do. 010 0
ColmFergnson,do. do. do. 010 0
Colm Mupore, do. do. do. 050
ﬂ‘d Brown, do. do. do. 050
‘Killop, do. do. da. 010 ¢
Mrs MKil op, do. do. do. 05 4Q
John 3*Killop, do. do. do. 026
A Friend, do. do. do. ¢ 5 0
Jobin M‘Ke]!nr, do. do. do. 010 0
Mrs, M‘Callum, do. do. do. 0 26
Collected at Annual Meeting in Montreal. 8 10 2
John M‘Lachlan, Rigaud, C. B. M. S.... 0 5 0
Duncan M‘Martin,  do. do. ... 05 43
Deac, J. Bellows, 1841, do. ... 15§
John Mcldrum, Oagood, do. ... 050
Peter M'Call, do .... 010 0
Rev.D. M‘Phail, do do ... 1 50
Duggan M‘Donald, do do .... 010 0
A. Fisher, 1839, do do .... 010 0

Do 1840, do do .. 0100
Jirs. Fisher, 1835, do 950
John Campbell, Mason, Kcnyon Eduratxon Q15 0
Henry B, Wales, St. Andreiv's, C.B M.S. 200
William Wightman, do ¢ 50
John M'Connel, do do 01 0
Malcolm M‘Gre; or, 1840, do do 050
Rev. J. Edwards, jun., do do 160
Sundry smal BUME v ve cv v v vevuwe O 3 9
Church in Petite Nation, 1841 1. weeeee 210 0
Peter Dunn, Dundee, Donation.. -, .. .. 0 5 0
Edward Mitchell, Hatley, 1841 .. ...... 1 § 0
Donald M'Kercher, Chatham.. .. .. .. 050
Rev. William Fraser, Breadalbane, 180, 1 5 0
Allen M*Diarmid do 1841.. 1 5 0
Colvnel \hlgreas, Lachine. oo os v 4o v. 230 O
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THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF THE
CHURCH IN HATLEY AND STAN-
STEAD, L. C.

Dear Brorrer,—Your Magazine, 1
think, is a useful medium of communication
between the chucches of these Provinces. It
is well calculated both to spread Scriptural
knowledge, and to circulate religious intelli-
gence. I have been refreshed and delighted
with the good news from various places,
bronght by your monthly visitant. The
words of Solomon are hereby verified : ¢ As
cold water to a thirsty soul, so is good news
from a far country.” If you think the fol-
lowing intelligence from this part of the
vineyard would be acceptable to yourreaders,
it is at your disposal.

The settlement near the Lake Memphre-
magog in the west part of Stanstead and
Hatley, commenced nearly fifty years since.
Among the first settlers were two Baptist
professors, Mr. Abiel Abbot and his wife,
These early inhabitants were visited by
Messrs, Hibbard and Marsh, Baptist Minis-
ters; and they came not alone; but the
Captain of Salvation came with them, and
blessed their labours. Iu a reformation that
followed their preaching, many of this early
band of settlers experienced the pardon of
sin through the blood of Christ. In the
year 1799, a Baptist Church was organized
of seven members. For a while Elder
Marsh resided with them. After his re-
moval, Mr. Hervey Clark, one of their
number, was ordained their pastor. He left
them about ten years since. Three years
ago, I entered into the pastoral relation with
them. From 1799 to 1817, accessions were
made to this church almost every year,
though the most favoured years were 1799,
when the church received thirteen; 1801,
when fifteen ; 1802, when twenty-seven ; and
1803, when eight were added to the church,
From 1817 to 1827, the state of religious

i feeling must bave been very low; forin that

periad, according to the church bouks, no
additions appear to bave been made, except
one by baptism, and one by letter. But the
next year prospects grew brighter, A little
refreshing from the presence of the Lord
added seven to the church. In 1830, a

t ¢ 1ittle reviving” gave an accession of seven

more. In 1832, the Danville Baptist Asse-
ciation held one of their quarterly meetings
with this chureb. The meeting lasted three
days; and the time was deveted to prayer,
exhortation, and preaching. The season was
owned of the Holy Spirit. Souls were hope-
fully converted, and twelve persons were
baptized on a profession of faith, and added
to the church. A series of religious meot~
ings was attended within the bounds of this
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church in January, 1834. The Lord heard
the prayers of his saints. The Spirit ac-
companied the preached word, saints were
quickened to duty, and sinners were brought
to the knowledge of the truth, Iu that year
twenty-eight were baptized and added to the
church.  Another special awakening In
1836 brought eleven into the church by bap-
tism. A part of the preseut year has been a
time of refreshing to us. Mr. Wm. Miller,
of Hampton, N. Y., held a series of meetings
in this settlement in July last.  His favourite
theme was the second coming of Christ.
Prayer and exhortation by the snints, accom-
panied these exercises. The Holy Spirit,
we trust, was present in his enlightening
and rvenovating grace. Many souls felt
anxious to be prepared for death, judgment,
and eternity ; and quite & number have
manifested hopes of pardoning mercy. Since
that time, thirty have been baptized and
added to the Baptist Church in this sdttle-
ment.  Besides the accessions at those seasons
of special attention, some have been added
to the church at other times. All the addi-
tions in the forty-one years since the church
was planted, have been one hundred ninety
and nine ; but deaths, removals, dismissions,
and exclusions have lessened our numbers
from time to time. At present, we number
one hundred and four, scattered, however,
over a territory twelve miles in length,
Mauny of the first members of the church
have lived to see their children and grand
children embracing the Saviour, and becom-
ing members of the church; while many of
¢hose who have fallen asleep have their names
kept up in the church by their children, or
grand children, or both.

Thus did the Lord plant 2 vine in this
wilderness, did prepare room before it, and
we trust has caused it to take deep root.
To the praise of the glory of his grace, these
things are recorded.

Your’s, in the best of bonds,
EDWARD MITCHELL.
Georgeville, Nov. 4, 1840.
reet—
ADDITIONS TO THE CHURCHES
IN BRANTFORD, &c.
Brantrorp, January 29, 1841,

Mg. EprTor,—As it is gratifying to the
friends of Christ to learn from time to time
of the happy progress of the Kingdom of their
Redeemer, I hasten to lay before the readers
of the Magazine a further account of the re-
vival of God’s work, which is now being
enjoyed by our brethren of the Baptist De-
nomination in this section of Upper Canada.

For years gone, Zion has suffered exceed-
ingly fram civil feuds and rebellion.  In
looking over our condition at our last au-
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nual meetings, we felt the necessity of fm.
mediate effort for the redemption of Zigy
and the salvation of souls. We accordingly
resolved torecommend to the several churclies
composing the Longpoint and Eastern As.
sociations, the observance of the first Satur.
day in January 1841, as a day of fasting cud
prayer, for the conversion of sinners, and r,.,
spread of the Gospel in the Canadas. Fur.
thermore it was resolved to hold protracted
meetings in several of the churches. The
labouars of several Ministers were procured,
who preached the word in demonstration of
the Spirvit, and with power. Christians
were humbled, and confessed their sins,
old dissensions were laid aside, and churches
as a body came with one heari iuto the
work. Incessant prayer was offeved at the
mercy-seat, till at length salvation began to
flow, and many to inquire, with earnegt
solicitude, ¢ What must I do to be saved?”

Protracted meetings have been held with
several of the churches, The judgment day
alone must determine the result, but probably
not less than 300 souls have been hopefully
converted.

The work still continues, and we hope
many more will be united to the Redeemer.
Sixty-one willing converts have been buried
with Christ in baptism, and joined the first
Townsend Church. Thestate of this church
is traly gratifying, many of its members
express their interest in the benevolent rn-
terprises of the day. The labours of its
pastor have been attended with evident
tokensofthe Holy Spirit'sinfluence. Towns.
end lies within fiftecen miles of Lake Erie.in
a rich and flourishing part of the Pravince,
which is mostly under Baptist influence.

On the evening of the 8th October, T was
invited to attend a protracted meeting with
the Baptist Church in Simcoe. And itis
with the liveliest gratitude to God, many of
the brethren acknowledge that it was blessed
to this church. Sanday the 18th Octeber,
I preached to a large congregation, some of
whom had recently tasted the sweets of re-
deeming grace, a few were bowed down under
the weight of sin, but I had reason to fear
that many were unconcerned about their
souls. Indeed I felt as though I stood on
the verge of eternity, and was preaching for
the last time. While pointing out the
wretchedness that sin had brought upan us,
and the miscries to which it would expost
our souls hereafter, it was evident that som¢
present felt the misery to which sin exposed
them. While exhibiting the nature and
maguitude of the Saviour’s suffering, agonies,
and death, which constitute a sinner’s hope;
tears of gratitude, love, and joy flowed from
many an eye. While poiuting out what it
was to neglect the great salvation, and the
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awful consequences that must inevitably
fllow, a deep solemnity nppeaved to rest on
the whole nssembly, that gave evidence of
she presence of God, and of the operations of
His Spirit. At two o'clock I had the plea-
sure of leading eight young converts into the
water, and baptizing them by the authority of
o’ t,—in the presence of an unusually
Jarge concourse of people. Scrious impres-
sions have been made on the miuds of others,
1 comsider the station occupied by this little
tand as one of great impartance. A flourish-
ing Sunday School is attached to the church.
Their pastor Br, W, Smith, has recently left
them; therefore I consider it wy duty to
minister the word monthly, in this growing
and rapidly increasing village. I feel the
importance of maintaining the cause of Bap-
tit principles, I wean those peculiar, evan-
gelical principles, which alone will stand the
test of scriptural truth, destined as they are,
eventually to triumph over false doctrines
and human traditions; and which must
commend themselves to the good wishes and
arnest prayers of all eur Baptist friends,
who are joyfully witnessing the sure progress
of correct evangelical sentiments.

It may perhaps be unknown to some of
your renders, that the Baptist Church in
Brantford is yet in its infancy. In Decem-
ber 1833, this Church was constituted of
twenty-six memuers, and through their whole
course they have znjoyed a good measure of
peace and union, under the labours of their
paster; their present number is 86; their
strength and confidence is in Him who loved
His Church, and gave Himself for it, and
“who of God is made unto us wisdom and
tighteousness, sanctification and redemption.”
This Church has already taken an important
staind with our sister churches, and through
the blessing of God, has accomplished much
towards the furtherance of the cause of
Christ, Although we are unable at this
time, to state with certainty the definite
number of those who have been hopefully
converted to God in this place, yet we take
pleasure in informing our friends, that we
are encouraged to hope that the blessing of
God still accompanies the means used to
alvance the interest of Zion here. On the
Lord's day, 13th December, I had the plea-
sure of baptizing seven young converts, who
{ollowcd their risen Saviour down into his
liquid grave, aud were immersed in obedience
to bis Divine command. It was indeed
Pleasant to the friends of Christ to see those
young disciples take up their cross, and joy-
fully follow their ascended Lord in his ap-
pointed way, despite of fear or shame. A
very large multitude assembled on this oc-
casion to witness the administration of the
Divine ordinance, it being the fourth time
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it was administered in this town during five
mauths,  Such a scene was truly emblemati-
cal of the death, burial, and resurrection of
our adorable Redeemer. On the cast side
of the Grand River, the candidates weve, one
by one, led down into the water, and there
buried by baptism beneath the yielding wave,
and rose again, we trust, to newness of life
and new obedience. On that day they were
all united to the fellowship of the Church,
the members of which appeared to be filled
with the spirit of love and thankfuluess to
God, who had given such gifts to poor sin-
ners. I am, with Christian affection, yours,
W. REES.

ett——
SUCCESS IN ERIN, ERAMOSA, &c.

Dear Sir,—As in a former letter T made
known to the public, through the Canada
Baptist Magazine, some things respecting the
influence of divine truth, as it appeared to
operate on the minds of many of the people
of the Township of Erin during the short
time that I occasionally laboured among
them, and as I then gave reason (from what
I then related) for those who truly pray,
“Thy kingdom cume,” to expect to hear
something more interesting as the result of
those feelings, I consider it my duty to state,
that since then Elder James Black, of Era-
mosa (an adjoining Township) has baptized
about thirty persons, many of whom had
been respectable, conscientious Presbyterians;
and one also who had been many years a
preacher among the Scotch Independents.
A few months since there have been two
close communion Baptist Churches formed
in that Township—one by Mr. Black, which
he attends every Lord’s-day; and the other
by Mr. Menzies, of the Township of Esques-
ing. Mr. M. hay also lately baptized several,
both in Erin and Esquesing.

There still appear te be many enquiring
the way to Zion with their faces thitherward
in these parts of the country; and I have
had several Macedonian cries communicated
to me since T last visited that people, whom,
if the Lord permit, I purpose visiting again
soon,

I have very lately understood that brother
Black has the honour of administering the
ordinance of baptism almost every Lord's-
day; and I think it probable that he will
send you a more particular account of the
churches, and of the state of religion gene-
rally in that Township, before long.

I am also pleased to have it to say, that
since the ordination of brother Wilson Jast
September, there have been thirteen added
to the Niagara Church, mostly by baptism.

Your’s, most respectfully,
JOHN OAKLEY,

Bronté, Jan. 11, 1841,



THE UNION OF THE PROVINCES OF UPPER AND LOWER
CANADA.

Although our perlodical is religious and not political, it dves not follow that important
events connerted with our more fmmediate local history, or even with the history of event.
ful changes in other lands, are to be unnoticed in our pages. ** Can ye not discern the signs
of the times?” The Christian is a man of observation. He recognises the hand of Provi.
dence in all the occurrences transpiring around him, and seeks to turn them to some holy
purpose. Our more reflecting readers will feel, we are assured, that our present political
circumstances, but more especially the event alluded to in the heading of these remarks,
constitute an interesting and important crisis in the history of Canada. Let Canada
Christians and Canada Baptists be fully alive to it. Uhinn is now the watchword of our
politicians.  Let it be the watchword of the Christian church and especially of the Baptist
denomination. For the political and social improvement of this extensive country, every
thing, at the present moment, appears to augur well. At the helm of affairs we behold an
experienced statesman. The Government of Britain appears determined that the country
shall derive the full benefit of her patronage and fostering care. Emigration is about to
pour her tens of thousands inte our Townships. How stands the case in respect to a higher
kingdom? What is the aspect of the Church of Christ in Canada? what the attitua: of
Canada Baptists? Are we combining, and adapting our plans and enterprises to this:
awakening and brightening condition of our political prospects? The present season calls
loudly for co-operation amongst all, who have at heart the welfare of the glorious cause of
our Redeemer. Shall Citizens and Senators be seen blending their counsels, who have
never blended them before, and resolving for the good of their country to bury the very
recollection of past animosities; and Christians, even Christians of the same household,
present the melanchdly spectacle of division and mautual distcust and perpetuated strife?
Shall the professed disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ be behind other men in mutual for-
bearance, in public spirit, or a readiness to make sacrifices for the promotion of great objects?
We trust it shall not be so. May the delightful sound of union which has gone forth amidst
the acclamations of approving thousands from all our high places, be reverberated from
every sanctuary, from ever domestic altar, and from every holy spot where solitary prayer
ascends to heaven. May this especially be the case as it regards our own denomination.
Baptists have been charged with having less of the spirit of Christian unity than other badies,
We believe this to be an unfounded reproach. May the proof of its falsity, sv far as
Canada is concerned, speedily be furnished. But how shall it be furnished? Upon what
ground shall we unite? Around what common centre can we rally? There can be by
ome reply; Iet us be thankful that a kind providence has enabled us to give it. We ma
unite upon the holy ground of missionary enterprise for our destitute Townships. Wem
rally around the Theological Tostitution and the Magazine. And now is the aime.
Cauada Baptists from Huran to Champlain, in a spirit of piety and fraternal love, gath
around that good society which hes risen up from amongst themselves, which invites
will repny their support. Let them cherish an institution identified with their warm
desires, their prayers, their Christian sympathies, and their cherished sentiments, as earn

avowed, uncompromising Baptists.

. ‘ The Union of the Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada, under the name of the P
\mce of Canada, for their “good government” and * for the security of the rights and I
berties, and the preservation of the interests, of all classes of her Majesty's subjects withi
the same,” was officially proclaimed in the city of Montreal on the 10th of February.
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