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‘ @be ©ecachers’ Neonthly.

price 45 cents. The portion gone over in 1897
Q. 95. To whom is baptism to be admin-
istered ?

A. Baptism is not to be administered to
any that are out of the visible church, till they
profess their faith in Christ, and obedience to |
him ; g but the infants of such as are mem-
bers of the visible church are to baptized. %

g Actsii, 41. Then they that gladly received his
word were baptized.

h Gen. xvil. 7. AndI will establich my covenant,
between me and thee, and thy seed after thee, in
their g tions, for an everlasting covenant, to be
a God unto thee, and to thy geed atter thee. V. 10.
This is my covenant, which ye shall keep between
me and you and thy seed after thee; Every man-
child arong you shall be circumecised.

Acts fi. 88. Then Peter said unto them, Repent,
and be baptized every oneof you in the name of
Jesus Christ, for the remission of sing, and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. V. 89. For the
promise isunto you, and to your children, and to
all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our
God ghall call.

Q. 96. What is the Lord’s supper ?

A. The Lord’s supper is a sacrament,
wherein, by giving and receiving bread and
wine, according to Christ’s appointment, his
death is showed forth, © and the worthy re-
ceivers are, not after a corporal and carnal
manner, but by faith, made partakers of his
body and blood, with all his benefits, to their
spiritual nourishment, and growth in grace. ¥

t Luke xxii. 19. And he took bread, and gave
thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying,
This i8 my body, which is given for you: this do in
remembrance of me. V. 20. Likewise also the cup
after supper, saying, This cup is the New Testament
in my blood, which is shed for you.

k1 Qor. x. 16. The cup of blessing which we
bless, is it not the commmunion ot che bleod of Ohriet?
The biread which we break, is it not the communion
of the bedy of Christ ?

Q. 97. What is required to the worthy re-
ceiving of the Lord’s supper?

A. Ttisrequired of them that would worth-
ily partake of the Lord’s supper, that they ex-
amine themselves of their knowledge to dis-
cern the Lord’s body, ¢ of their faith to feed
upon him, ™ of their repentance, » love, ¢ and
new obedience; P lest, coming unworthily,
they eat and drink judgement to themselves.q

11 Cor. xi. 28. Butlet a man examine himself,

cup: V. 29, Forhe that eateth and drinketh un-
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worthily, eateth and drinketh demnation to him.
self, not discerning the Lord’s body.

m 2 Cor. xiii. 6. Examine yourselves, whether
yeo be in the faith.

n 1 Oor. xi. 81. It we would judge ourselves,
we should not be judged.

0 1 Cor. xi. 18. When ye come_ together in the
church, I hear that there be divisions among you.
V. 20. When ye come together therefore into one
place, this is not to eat the Lord’s supper.

p 1 Cor. v. 8. Therefors let us keep the feast,
not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of
malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened
bread of sincerity and truth,

g 1 Cor. xi, 27. Wherefore, whosoever shall et
this bread, and drink thisoup of the Lord unworthily,
ghall be guflty of the body and blood of the Lord.

Q. 98. What is prayer?

A. Prayeris an offering up of our desires
unto God * for things agreeable to his will, &
in the name of Christ,t with confession of our
sins, ¥ and thankful acknowledgement of his
mercies.w

7 Ps. Ixii. 8 Trust in him atall times, yepeopla:

ur out your heart before him: God is a refuge
or us.

8 Rom. viil. 27, Andhethat searcheth the hearts,
knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit : because he
ms}{etih Gi:dtercession for the saints8 according to the
will of .

t John xvi. 23. Whatsoever ye shall ask the
Father in my name, he will give it to you.

% Dan. ix. 4. And I prayed unto the Lord my
God, and made my confession.

w Phil, iv. 8. Be careful for nothing: but in
every thing, by prayer and supplication, with thankg.
giving, let your requests be made known unto God.

Q. 99. 'What rule hath God given for our
direction in prayer ?

A. The whole word of God is of use to
direct us in prayer ;% but the special rule of -di-
rection is that form of prayer which Christ
taught his disciples, commonly called 7%e
Lord’s Prayer.y

2 I Johnv. 14. And this is the confidence that

we have in him, that if we ask any thing according
to his will, he heareth us,

y Matt. vi. 8. After this manner therefore lgmy
ye: OQurFather whichart in heaven, Hallowed {be
thy name, &o.

Q. 100, What doth the preface of the
Lord’s prayer teach us?
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A. The preface of the Lord’s prayer,
{which is, Our ZFather whick art in keaven,)
teacheth us to draw near to God with all holy
reverence and confidence,? as children to a
father,@ able and ready to help us;b and that
we should pray with and for others.c

z Isa. Ixiv, 8. Be not wroth very sore, O Lord,

ith ber iniquity for ever: behold, sce,
wo beseooh thee, we are all thy paople.

& Luke x1. 18. If ye then, oing evil, know how
to give good gifts unto your shildren ; how much
more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit
to them that ask him.

b Rom. vill. 16. For ye have not received the
spirit_of bondage :gxin to fear : but ye have re-
celved the spirit of adoption, whereby we ory, Abba,
Father.

¢ Eph. vi. 18. Praying always with all prayer
and aupﬁ]icat.ion in the Spirit, and watching thereun-
towithall perseycranceand supplication forall saints,

Q. 101. What do we pray for in the first
petition?

A, In the first petition, (whichis, Hallow-
ed be thy name,) we pray, That God would
enable us and others to glorify him in all that
whereby he maketh himself known;d and
thathewoulddisposeallthingsto his own glory.e

d Ps. Ixvil. 1. God be merciful unto us, and bless
us, and cause his face to shine upon us ; V. 2. That
thy way may be known u%on earth, thy saving
health among oil nations, V. 8. Let the "geop]e
praise thee, O God : Let all the people praise thee.

¢ Rom. xi. 36. For of him, and through him,
and to him, are all things; To whom be glory for-
ever. Amen.

Q. 102. \What do we pray for in the sec-
ond petition?

A. Inthesecond petition, (which is, 7%y
Kingdom come,) we pray that Satan’s kingdom
may be destroyed ;f and that the kingdom of
grace may be advanced, ourselves and others
brought into it, and kept in it;k and that the
kingdom of glory may be hastened.?

J Ps. Ixvil, 1.  Let God arise, let his enemies be
i‘w’?ntwred; let them also that hate him, flee betore

g Pa. li. 18. Do good in thy good pleasure unto
Zion ; build thou the walls ot Jerusalem.

h 2 Thess, ili. 1. Finally, brethren, pray for us,
that the word of the Lord may have free course, an
be glorified, even &3 it is with you.

Rom. x. 1. Brethren, my heart's desire and
prayer toGod for Israel is that they might be saved.

i Rev. xxii. 20. He which testifleth. these things
saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even 8o come,
Lord Jesus.

Q. 103. What do we pray for in the third
petition ?

A. Inthe third petition, (which is, Z4yp

- will be done on carth as it £s in heaven,) we

pray, That God, by his grace, would make us

able and willing to know, obey,* and submit

to his will in all things,’ as the angels do in
heaven,m

k Ps. oxix, 84. Give me understanding, and I
shall keep thylaw ; yea, I shall obsgrve it with my
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wholeheart. V. 86 Maka me to go in the path of
thy commandmonts, fortherein do1 delight. V. 86.
Incline my heart unto thy testimonies.

¢ Aots xxi. 14, And when ho would not bo per-
suaded, wecensed,saying, Thewill of the Lord bedone.

m Pa, cill. 20.. Bless the Lord, ye his ~ngels.that
excel in strenﬁt , that do his commandm hear-
8

ents,
kening unto the voice of hisword, V. 22. Bless the

Lord, all his works, in all places of his dominion:
bless the Lord, O my soul.

Q. 104, What do we pray for in the fourth
petition ?

A, In the fourth petition, (which is, Gize
us this day our dasly bread), we pray, That of
God’s free gift we may receive a competent
portion of the good things of this life,” and en-
Joy his blessing with them.o

7 Prov. xxx. 8. Remove far from me vanity and
lieg; give me neither poverty nor riches ; feed me
with food convenient for me.

o Pa. xo. 17. And let the beauty of the Lord our
God be upon us ; and eatablish thou the work of our
ltlgndx} tt:pt'm us; yes, the work of our hands establish

ou

Q. Ioé;. What do we pray for in the fifth
petition .

A. In the fifth petition, (which is, 4»nd
Jorgive us our debts as we forgive our debtoys,)
we pray, That God, for Christ’s sake, would
freely pardon all our sins;p which we
are the rather encouraged to ask, because by
his grace we are enabled from the heart to for-
give others.¢

. pPs lil. Have meroy upon me, Q God, accord-
ing to thy loving-kindness: accerding unto the
multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my trans.
gressions,

q Matt. vi. 14, Forit ye fo
passes, your heavenly father will also forgive you.

Q. 106. What do we pray for in the sixth
petition?

A. In the sixth petition, (which is, And
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil,) we pray, That God would either kee
us from being tempted to sin,” or support an
deliver us when we are tempted.s

r Matt xxvi. 41. Watch and pray, that ye enter
not into temptation.

Ps. xix. 18. j{eeY back thy servant also from
presumptuous sing, let them not have dominion over
me,

8 Pa. li. 10. Createin me s clean heart, O God;
and renew o right spirit within me. V. 12. Re-
store unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold
with me thy free Spirit.

Q. 107. What doth the conclusion of the
Lord’s prayer teach us?

A. The conclusion of the Lord’s prayer,
(whichis, For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for cver, Amen,) teach-
eth us, to take our encouragement in prayer
from God only,? and in our prayers to praise
him, ascribing kingdom, power, and glory to
him.# And'in testimony of our desire, and
assurance to be heard, we say, Amen.w

ive men their tres-

.
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t Dan. Ix. 18. We do not present our gupplica- | ness, and the power, and the f,l“y’ and the viotory,

tions bofore thee for our righteousness, but for thy
great meroies, V. 10, O lord, hear; O Lord, for-
give; O Lord, hearken and do ; defer not, for thine
own sake, 0 my God.

w© 1 Chron. xxix. 13, Thine O Lord, is the great-

and the majesty ; for all that is in the heaven and in

the eortb is thine. V. 18. Now therefors, our God,

we thank thee, and praise thy glorious name.

3 w Rev. xxii, 20. Amen. Even so come, Lord
esus.

LESSONS AND GOLDEN TEXTS.
FOURTH QUARTER.

L.

October 3.—PAUL’s LAST JOURNEY TO | ROME,

Acts 28: 17-31. Commit vs. 30, 3I.

JERUSALEM. Acts 21: 1-15. (Read vs. 1-17. | Goldens Text—1 am not ashamed of the gospel

Commit vs. 12-14), Golden Text—Yam ready
not to be bound only, but also to die at Jeru-
salem for the name of the Lord Jesus. Acts
21: 13.

2. October 10.—PAUL A PRISONER AT
JERUSALEM. Acts 22: 17-30. (Read chap.
21: 18 to 23: 9). Commit vs, 22-24. Goldern
Text—If any man suffer as a Christian, lethim
not be ashamed. 1 Pet. 4: 16.

3. October 17.—PAUL BEFORE THE Ro-
MAN GOVERNOR. Acts 24: 10-25. (Read
chap. 23: 10-24: 27). Commit vs. 14-16.
Golderr Text—Fear thou not; for I am with
thee. Isa. 41: 10,

4. October 24.—PauL Brrore KING
AGRIPPA. Acts 26: 19-32. (Read chaps, 25,
26). Commit vs, 22, 23. Golden Text—
‘Whoscever therefore shall confess me before
men, him will I confess also before my Father
which is in heaven. Matt, 10: 32. ’

5. October 31.—PAUL’s VOYAGR AND
SHIPWRECK. Acts 27: 13-26. (Read chap.
27). Commit vs. 21-25. Goldern Text—Be
ofgood cheer: for I believe God, that it shall
be even as it was told me. Acts 27: 25.

6. November 7.—PauL IN MELITA AND
RoME, Acts 28: 1-16, Commit vs. 3-5.
Golden Text—We know that all things work
together for good to them that love God.
Rom. 8: 28.

7. November 14.—PAUL’s MINISTRY IN

of Christ; for it is the power of God unto salva.
tion to every one that believeth. Rom. 1: 16.

8. November 21.—THE CHRISTIAN AR-
MOR. Eph. 6: 10-20. (Read the whole
chapter). Commit vs, 13-17. Golden Text
—Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of
his might. Eph. 6: 10.

9. November 28.—SALUTARY WARN-
INGS. I Pet. 4: 1-8. (May be used as o
Temperance Lesson. November 28 will be
observed as ¢ Temperance Day ” in England).
Commit vs. 7, 8,  Golden Text—Be ye there-
fore sober, and watch unto prayer. 1 Pet. 4: 7.

10. December 5.—CHRIST'S HuMILITY
AN EXALTATION. Phil. 2: 1-11, Commit
vs. §8. Goldern Text—Let this mind bein
you, which wasalso in Christ Jésus. Phil. 2: 5.

11. December 12,—PAUL’S LAST WORDs.
2 Tim. 4: 1-8, 16-18. (Read vs. 1-22, Com-
mit vs, 6-8). Goldenn Text—I have foughta
good fight, I have finished my course, I have
kept the faith. 2 Tim. 4: 7.

12, December 19.—JOHN’s MESSAGE
ABOUT SIN AND SALVATION. I Jobn 1:5to
2: 6. Commit vs. 8-10. Golden Text—If
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins. I John 1: 9.

13. December 26.—REVIEW. Golden
Zext—God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believ-
eth in him should not perish, but have ever-
lasting life. John 3: 16.

HIGHER RELIGIQUS INSTRUCTION.

Copies of the Syllabus for 1897 have been sent out with the Children’s Day Services to
every Sabbath School, Minister, and Superintendent. Every teacher should have a copy,
and will be gladly supplied with enough for his whole class by sending a request to that eflect
to Mr. Farquharson, The committee would again direct the attention of our teachers to this
method of promoting the efficiency of our schools. The prospect of a written test at the end
of each quarter, or at the close of the year, is a wholesome incentive to faithful preparation
week by week. Those who write the answers to each week’s questions should have no diffi-
culty in taking a good stand at the examinations. .

The diploma offered for correct recitation of the Shorter Catechism is taken byan increasing
number of our scholars. It ought to be the ambition of every teacher to persuade every scholar
to memorize thoroughly this compendium of Scripture truth. For the written examination,
scholars are required to take but one-third of the catechism, and the text-book prescribed is
quite within the capacity of every intelligent young person. If you could form a class for its
study, or if your Young People’s Society would adopt the recommendation of the Genéral
Assembly’s committee, and give a few minutes every meeting to the consideration of the ques-
tions for next Sabbath, there ought to be some among them ambitious enough to try for the
recognition of their diligence which our Syllabus ofters.

The department of Bible History furnishes an exceedingly interesting subject for a special
class. The text-book has been secured at an exceedingly low price, and is used throughout
the whole four years of the course. For the Syllabus and full particulars, write to Rev. W,
Farquharson, Claude, Ont. .
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LESSON 1—Qctober 3rd, 1897. ,

Paul's Last Journey to Jerusalem. Acts 21: 1-15,
(Read verses 1-17.  Commiit to memory verses 12-14).

GOLDEN TBXT: “I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name °

of the Lord Jesus.” Acts 21: 13.
Prove THAT—We should encourage others.

Col, g: 16.

SHORTER CATECHIsM. Quest. 95. 7 whom is daptism to b¢ administered? A. Baptism
is not to be administered to any that are out of the visible church, till they profess their

faith in Chnst, and obedience to him;
visible church are to be baptized.

LessoN HyMNs.

but the infanis of such as are members of the

Nos. 5§33, 239, 455, 305. (Old Hymnal Nos. 117, 111, 115, 183).

DAILY PORTIONS.—Monday. Paul’'s last journey to Jerusalem. Acts 21: 1-15.

Tuesday.

27-39. Thursday. Bearing the cross.

Arrivalin Jerusalem. Acts21: 16-26.
Mark 8: 31-38. Friday. Christ's reproof. Luke

Wednesday. Fury of the Jews, Acts 21;

13: 31-35. Safurday. Choosingaflliction. Heb. 11:20-27. Sabbath. Innothingashamed.

Phil. 1: 18-30.

(7The 1. B. R. A. Selections).

EXPOSITORY NOTES.

INTRODUCTORY.

Having taken an affectionate farewell of the Ephesian elders, Paul con-

tinued his journey to Jerusalem. Trace his course on the map. Time, April and May,

A, D. 58,
LessoN PLaN. 1. Friends by the Way,

1. And it came to pass, that after we
were gotten (R. V., parted) from them,
and had launched (R. V. set sail), we
came with a straight course unto Coos
(R. V. Cos), and the day following (R. V.
the next day) unto Rhodes, and from
thence unto Patara. The word for
¢ were gotten from them” is properly applied
to an unwilling separation from friends.
Chrysostom says : ¢ He shows the violence of
the parting by saying—*¢ Having torn ourselves
away’” Our word *“spasm” comes from the
same root. Coos, or Cos, now Stanckio, was
famous for its wine and textile fabrics. Tt
would be interesting to Luke because of being
the birthplace of Hippocrates the famous phy-
sician, and possessing a celebrated medical
school. It was about 40 miles from Miletus,
Rhodes, *the island of roses,” was 50 miles
S. E, of Cos. It was famous for its beauty;
a proverb said that ““ the sun shone every day
in Rhodes.” A great brazen statue in honor
of the sun, called the Colossus, over 100 feet
high, bestrode the entrance to its harbor, so
that ships sailed between its legs. Pat'ara
was a flourishing seaport and vessels from all
parts were found there.

vs. 1-9. II. Foes at the End, vs. 10-15.

2. And finding a ship sailing over
unto Pheni'cia, we went aboard, and
set forth (R. V. set sail). They had hitherto
sailed in a small coasting vessel, probably
hired by them, but several days would be
saved by crossing the open sea in a larger one,
instead of continuing to creep along the shore.
The words indicate that they set sail again on
the day of their arrival. Phenicia was the
country between Lebanon and the sea, Its
ichief cities were Tyre and Sidon.

8. Now when we had discovered
(R. V. come in sight of) Cyprus, we left it
on the left hand, and sailed into Syria,
and landed at Tyre: for there the ship
was to unlade her burden, Those sailing
in Paul's company were Luke, Sopater,
Aristarchus, Secundus, Gaius, Timothy,
Tychichus and Trophimus. The word for
“had discovered,” is a nautical term; we
would say, “had sighted” Cyprus. Luke
shows his scholarly training by the accuracy
with which he uses technical terms. Syria
was the general name for the whole district
from Cilicia to Egypt. Tyre was at that time
an important commercial city, and about two

days sail from Patara. It is now only a small
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fishing village, as predicted (Ezek. 26: 14).
It has been suggested that the ship carried
wheat from the Black Sea, or wine from the
Grecian isles. Here she discharged her cargo,
but went on to Ptolemais, where her voyage
seems to have ended, for the rest of the journey
was by land,

4. And finding (R, V. having found the)
disciples, we tarried thore seven days:
who said to Paul through the spirit,
that he should not go up to (R. V. set
foot in) Jerusalem. The words imply that
they had some difficulty in discovering the few
and scattered disciples. The Holy Spirit in-
timated here, as in other places, that there
was danger ahead, but the advice not to pro-
ceed was their own inference, As the delay
extended over the Lord’s day, Paul, doubtless,
as at Troas, * broke bread * with the disciples,
that is, joined with them in the Lord’s supper,
for the apostolic church made the observance
of this ordinance the main object of their
weekly meeeting, (Acts 2: 42, 46; 20: 7, 11.)

5. And when we had accomplished
those days, we departed and went our
way (R. V. went on our journey) ; and they
all brought us on our way, with wives
and children, till we were out of the
city : and we kneeled down on the shore,
(R. V. the beach) and prayed. The ex-
pression ‘‘accomplished the days,” is a pe-
culiar one. The verb means to * fit out,” or
¢ equip thoroughly ” ; hence some refer it to
the ship—¢ when we had refitted the ship
during these days.” It is better to understand

” it as referring to the seven days, full of service,

now brought to a close. (Compare “the
fulness of time” Gal. 4: 4.) Children are
mentioned here for the first time in the N, T,
as part of the church, All baptized children
are members of the church, and entitled to
share its blessings, and perform services as far
as their capacity permits.,

6. And when we had taken our leave
one of another (R. V. bade each other fare-
well), we took ship (R. V. went on board the
ship); and they returned home again.
There is nothing to determine whether they
took the same vessel again or embarked in
another,

7. And when we had finished our
course (R, V, the voyage) from Tyre, we
came to (R. V. arrived at) Ptolema’is, and
saluted the brethren, and abode with

them one day. The words indicate that the
sea voyage ended at Ptolemais, about 30 miles
from Tyre. It lies on the north side of the
Bay of Carmel. The modern name is Aeve,
8. And the next day we th1t were of
Paul’'s company departed, and came
unto Casare’a, and we entered into the
house of Philip the evangelist, which
was one of the seven; and abode with
him, The word for *departed” means
 went forth,” that is, from the city gate, and
points to a land journey to Ceesarea. It would
occupy about two days, the distance being 40
miles, Coesarea was the political capital of
Palestine. Here was the residence of the
Roman governor, It was Paul’s second visit
to the place (Acts 9: 30; 18: 22). Philip had
been driven from Jerusalem by Saul the per-
secutor (Acts 8: 3-5), and now welcomes Paul
the Apostle as an honored guest.  Evangelists
were a class of workers in the early church
corresponding to our missionaries (Eph. 4: 11).
Their duties were fulfilled by the regular
ministry also when necessity arose (II, Tim.
4: 5). In later times the title has been re-
stricted to the writers of the four gospels.
The Apostle Johniscalled John, the Evangelist,
to distinguish him from Jobn the Baptist.
(For former referenices to Philip see ch. 6: 5;
8: §-13, 26-40.) It is remarkable that the
seven mentioned in ch. 6 are never called
deacons. Here the official title would have
been given had Philip been accustomed to
wear it. Alford says that this consideration
is decisive against regarding the occurrence
narrated in chapter 6 as the establishment of
permanent order in the church, but that the
order probably grew out of the necessity of
having men to attend to such duties as the
seven were appointed to perform. The seven
were really deacons before the title came into
general use. v
9. And the same man (R. V. now this
man) had four daughters, virgins, which
did prophecy. This does not mean either
that the daughters of Philip had taken vows of
celibacy, or were ordained to the christian
ministry. The statement simply is that they
were unmarried and were able to speak under
the special influence of the Holy Spirit. In |
them the prophecy of Joel 2: 28 was fulfilled.
¢¢ The gift of prophecy” means the power of
foretelling future events, or expounding in-
fallibly, because by inspiration, the Word of
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God. Like Miriam and Deborah in the Old
Testament, and Elizabeth and Mary, in the

 New, there were gifted women in the church
whom the Holy Spirit endowed with special
powers of spiritual insight, The Apostle,
elsewhere, peremptorily forbids women to
speak or teach in the church. This prohibition
we must hold as applying to ordinary and not
to special cases. The reasons on which it is
based forbid us to consider the injunction as
local or temporary. They apply to all time
and the human race everywhere (I. Cor. 14:
34, 35; I Tim, 2: 11, 12). That the rule did
not apply to a prophetess speaking under the
influence of the Holy Spirit is inferred from
1, Cor, 11: 5, 6, 10, 13.

10. And as we tarried there many
(R. V. marg. ‘“‘some”) days, there came
down from Judza a certain prophet,
named Ag'abus. When Paul wasat Miletus
he was 1 haste (ch. 20: 16), but the opportune
finding of the ship at Patara, and the favoring
winds, had brought him on faster than he had
expected, so that he had about ten (or, some
say, five) days to spare before Pentecost. The
word for ¢ many,” is, literally, “more”; that
is, more than they expected, or more than
they would have staid under other circum-
stances. This Agabus is probably the same as
is mentioned in ch, 1x: 28 He not only
spoke by inspiration, but, coming from Jeru-
salem, he would know the bitter feelings of
the Jews there against Paul.

1. And when he was come unto us, he
took Paul’s girdle, and bound his own
hands and feet, and said, Thus saith
the Holy Ghost, so shall the Jews at
Jerusalem bind the man that owneth
this girdle, and shall deliver him into
the hands of the Gentiless Such symbolic
actions were frequent with the Old Testament
prophets (see Isa. 20: 3; Jer. 13: 5; 19: 10, 11;
Ezek. 4: 1-3; 4: 1-4; L. Kings 22: 11, Com-
pare John 21: 18). The girdle was the ample
sash, or band, by which the loose oriental robe
was held together around the waist, ¢ Took ”
is, rather, “took up.” Paul had laid aside
his girdle, and Agabus took it up from where
it lay. The accuracy of the language all
through the narrative shows that the writer
was an eyewitness. With the last clause of
the verse compare Matt. 20: 19; Mark 10: 33;
Luke 18: 32.

12. And when we heard these things,

both we, and they of that place, be-
sought him not to go up to Jerusalem.
The impressive and authoritative manner in
which this prediction was made caused Paul’s
companions also to waver, although they seem
to have sustained his courage hitherto, They
did not have Paul’s inward promptmgs to this
duty,

18. Then Paul answered, What mean
ye to weep and to break my heart?
(R. V. What do ye, weeping and breaking my
heart?) for | am ready not to be bound
only, but also to die at Jerusalem for
the name of the Lord Jesus. By “‘break-
ing » his heart, Paul does not mean increasing
his sorrow at parting, but weakening his re-
solution. They were making him less “stout-
hearted.” We are here reminded of Peter’s
boast (Luke 22: 33), bnt feel the vast differ-
ence between the two,

14. And when he would not be per-
suaded, we ceased, saying, The will of
the Lerd be done. They were conviriced
that Paul had an inward conviction of duty
which forbade him to consider what dangers
lay in his path, so they submitted, not to his
firmness, but to the divine voice which he
obeyed. .

16. And after those days we took up
(R. V. merg. ““made ready ) our carriages
(R. V. baggage), and went up to Jeru.
salem. The reading of the R. V. margin is
to be preferred they packed up their baggage.
“ Carriage ” is an obsolete word in this sense,
It was formed from  carry,” like ‘““luggage,”
from ““lug,” and ‘‘baggage,” from ¢ bag,”
things put in a bag. It means ‘“things
carried.” (I, Sam, 17: 22; Isa, 10: 28.)

ORIENTALISMS.
By Rev. R. G. Morisox, M. A, B. D.

Tyre—Tyre is one of the famous cities of
the world, having.wielded a very great in-
fluence on the world’s history, Tyre and
Sidon were the two leading cities of Pheenicia,
In the early ages Sidon seems to have held the
first place, but in more historical times Tyre
had the supremacy. Pheenicia was the most
important maritime power ; in fact, the only
maritime commercial power we know of for
several milleniums. When Sargou I. visited
Cyprus {about 3800 B. C.), as it seems he did,
it must have been in Pheenician bottoms. The
nations around were dependent on Pheenicia
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, for ships, as we see in the case of Solomon.
The Assyrians also utilized the genius of this
maritime people in many ways. When the
Chaldeeans, under Merodach-Baladen, were
defeated by Sennacherib, they fled to Nagitu,
a place inaccessible by land. Phcenicians
were immediately set to work by the Assyrians,
and ¢ lofty ships, after the model of their own
country,” were built on the Tigris, near
Nineveh. When ready they were brought
down the rivers to the Persian Gulf, and
manned by sailors of Tyre, Sidon and Cyprus.

Tyre and Sidon were completely given up
to trade, hence, did not intermeddle much in
the struggle for power carried on by the nations
around, tut, prudently, always sided with the

supreme power of the present, content to pay
tribute if need be, so long as their trading was
natinterfered with. Yet, when hard pressed,
the most stubborn resistance which the Assyr-
ian power had in all the west Jand was from
the trader city of Tyre. The Pheenician cities
were much more democratic in their govern.
ment than the other Semitic states, The
Tyrian traders were the missionaries of civil-
ization to Europe. It was they who gave the
alphabet to the Greeks, They also brought
the arts and sciences, and probably much of
the mythology of the Babylonians, to Europe,
and thus laid the foundation of our modern
European civilization.

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY.

On wha errand was Paul going up to
Jerusalem? (24: 17). By what date did he
wish to arrite there? (20: 16), From whom
had he just jarted ? For what did they sorrow
mosi ¢

1. Point >ut on the map, Cos, Rhodes,
and Patara, For what was Cos famous?
What ¢ woncer of the world” was found at
‘Rhodes ?

2, 8. Poin out Phenicia, Cyprus, and
Tyre. What great cities were within the
boundaries of §ria? What king of Tyre was
friendly to Scomon? Why was judgment
pronounced aginst Tyre? (Amos 1: 7, 9).
Where is its oerthrow predicted? (Isa. 23;
Ezek, 27: 28), What infamous queen was a
native of Tyre? (1 Kings 16: 31).

4. When ws the gospel brought to Tyre?
(Acts 11: 19). Have we evidence that there
were disciples sattered throughout Pheenicia?
(15: 3). Is it possible that Christ himself
visited the neigtborhood of Tyre ? (Matt. 15:
2t), How lon{ did Paul remain at Tyre?
What intimatios was again given him then?
What did the diciples urge him to do?

5, 6. Whatnark of respect and affection
did the disciples t Tyre shew to Paul? Where
was a similar kidness shewn? (15: 3). Of
what other leavetaking does this remind you?

7. 8. Point ut on the map, Ptolemais,
and Cresarea. Jow far apart were they?
What famous nountain near Ptolemais?
What is its moern name? FHow long did
Paul remain thre? What famous convert

had resided at Ceesarea? (10: 1), Where do
we first read of Philip? (6: 5).- What per-
secution drove him from Jerusalem? What
noted convert did he gain? (8: 26, 40).
‘What other references do we have to the office
of evangelist? (Eph, 4: 11; 2 Tim. 4: ),

. 9. What O. T. prophecy was fulfilled in
these young women? (Joel 2: 28; Acts 2:
17). Are there other instances of women
being inspired? (Judges 5; 1 Cor. 11: §).
What prohibition did Paul lay upon women?
(r Cor. 14: 34; 1 Tim. 2: 12), Was this
local and temporary, or universal and perma-
nent?

10. What prophecy had Agabus previously
uttered? (11: 28). Would the fact of his
just coming from Judea add force to his warn.
ing?

11. By what striking action did he impress
his words upon Paul? Other examples of
prophetic actions are—Isa. 20: 3; Jer. 13: §;
19: 10, 1I; Ezek, 4: 1-3; 5: 1-4; 1 King
12: 11, Compare John 21: 18. When was
this fulfilled ? (verse 33).

12,13, Name two of Paul’s companions ?
What does Paul méan by ““break my heart” ?
What does he say that he is ready to do?
What other Apostle uttered similar words?
(Luke 22: 33) Why did Peter fail but Paual
stand firm? (Phil. 4: 13)

14,16, Where did the disciples learn these
words ? (Luke 22: 42; Matt, 26: 42) Whatis
meant by ¢ took up our carriages” ?
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. i
TO BE ANSWERED IN WRITING.
( Sensor).
1.—Where was Pheenicia?  (5)

2.— Describe Taul’s farewell at Tyre? (5)
3.—With whom did he reside at Caesareq ?

(4)
4.—How did Agabus describe Paul’s coming
peril? (5)

§.—What did Paul say in answer to those
who pleaded with him to refrain from going

up to Jerusalem? (6)

——me

PRACTICAL LESSONS.

After taking an affectionate farewell of the
Ephesian elders at Miletus, Paul continued his
journey to Jerusalem,

We went aboard and set forth—The out-
standing lesson of the whole narrative is Paul’s
resolute determination to proceed to Jerusalem.
Everywhere the same warnings were given,
with increasing distinctness until Coesarea was
reached, and there Agabus acted out, in the
graphic manner of the ancient prophets, the
prediction of bonds and imprisonment. Even
his hitherto courageous companions faltered at
the last, and joined in with the tearful en-
treaties of others. Yet Paul was right and
they were wrong. They had intimations asto
focts 3 Paul had intimations as to duty, To
tell a man like Paul that obeying God would
get him into trouble was only to move his pity
and provoke his scorn.

One of the most difficult problems of prac-
tical life is to know what are Lhe fixed points
on which we must not give way, and to which
all other considerations must yield, and what
are the points which may be yielded under the
pressure of conflicting circumstances. A man
may be very conscientious, and yet most
grievously mistaken, and his obstinacy may
work much harm. On the other hand he will
do much practical mischief if he give way on
points which he should hold with inflexible
steadfastness of purpose, — (Hervey) The
safest test is to ask ourselves whether the
course proposed is clearly a right one or not.
If it is, then, whether the motives impelling
us to it are on the higher plane of self-sacrifice
and loyalty to truth and duty, or on the lower
one of self-interest and expediency, always
follow thelead of the higher and most unsel-
fish end, and you will seldom err from follow-
ing Christ. Illustrations of fixedness of purpose

(Intermediate).

1.—What places did Paul touch at between
Miletus and Ceesarea? (6)

2,—Who came to see him off at Tyre? (5)

3.—With whom did he reside at Coesarea ?
(4)

4.—Who again predicted danger to him?
{5)

5.—What did the disciples say when they
failed to persuade Paul? (5)

are found —(1) Luther’s resolve to atend the
imperial diet at Worms, althougt warned
again and again of danger ; (2) Craimer’s re-
fusal to flee from England, and renaining to
die at the stake, and (3) in the famas picture
of the Huguenot, who refuses to wear the
badge which would save his life amid the
massacre of St. Bartholemew, athough the
one dearest to him tries to tie it og his arm,

We know not what is expedient
But we may know what is right ;
And we never need grope in dirkness
It we Jook to heaven for ligh.

Deep down in the hold of thevessel
The ponderous engine lies,

And faithfully there the engileer
His labor steadily plies.

He knows not the course of e vessel,
He knows not the way he hould go
He minds his simple duty,
And keeps the fire aglow.

He knows not whether the iillows
The bark may overwhelm,

He knows and obeys the orers
Of the pilot at the helm.

And 80 in the wearisome jowney
Over life's troubled sea,

I know not the way I am ging,
But Jesus shall pilot me,

1 see not the rocks and thejuicksands;
For my sight is dull and ¢m ;

But I know that Christ is ny Oaptain,
And I take my orders froa Him.

And so, when wearied and affled,
And I know not which wy to go,

I know that He can guide ze,

And 'tis all that I need to how.

And finding disciples—Wherver Paul land-
ed he hunted up the christias in the place,
and had a few hours, or dys, of pleas-
ant intercourse with them. Itis easyto learn
anyone’s character from the sot of people he
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associates withespecially whenaway from home.
Those who tell you that it is easy to get liquor
where a prohibitory law is in force generally
speak from personal experience. They have
been there and have gone through all the crook-
ed and shame. .l devices by which appetite is
unlawfully ministered to. When travelling,
or spending our holidays from home we should
be careful to associate ourselves with those
who go to church, sunday school and prayer-
meeting. We shall encourage them ; form
pleasant and worthy acquaintances ; and honor
our Master by our loyalty, Such associations
will be a safeguara against temptation and a
help in living aright.

They all brought us on our way—That was
a very pleasant scene at Tyre where the little
company of disciples, women and children
among them, knelt upon the beach and, pray-
ing, bade farewell to Paul and his company.
They were not ashamed to be seen kneeling
down in public. It miight be an affectation
always to part from our friends with a word of
mutual prayer—we should avoid everything
that is unreal—but a brief prayer in the privacy
of the home before parting would never be out
of place, or in bad taste, and earnest Christians
would value such a true mark of deep in-
terest and affection.

With their wives and childzen—The home
is an integral part of the church. Religion
in the household is the basis of spiritual life in
the church. The chief reason why so many
of our young people are absent from the Sab-
bath school and the church, or give such an
intermittent attendance upon them is that they
have not oeen trained to reverence divine
things. If parents were present at every diet
of worship, and brought their children with

them, insisting quietly, but fitmly, upon their
occupying the same pew, and never absent
themselves, such church-guinghabits would be
formed in ten years as would create a genuine
revival in all our congregations. If family
worship were observed night and morning and
the Bible and Shorter Chatechism taught faith-
fully ous S. S. teachers would not have to
complain of listlessness and unprepared lessons,
or that many of their scholars could not find &
verse called for.

The will of the Lord de done—When we
know the will of the Lord, that should be the
end of all controversy and discontent. Theye
is restfulnessin feeling that we are doing God’s
will.  Paul must break away from a loving
circle whose words made him weepand seemed
to break his heart. But God’s way was the
right way for hin, So it is for us.

—8. 8. World.
¢ Ho always wins who sides with God,
To him no chance islost ;
God's will is sweetest to him when
It triumphs at his cost.
111 that he blesses is our good,
And unblest good is 111 ;

And all is right that se2ams most ¥rong
It it be his sweet, will.”

THE BLACKBOARD.

GHRISTIAN

“3 wan do all fhings through
Qhrist.”

FELLOWSHIP
LOVE
COURAGE

LESSON [I—October 10th, 1897.

Paul a Prisoner at Jerusalem.

Acts 22: 17-30.

(Read chapter 81: 18 to 33: 9. Commit to memory verses 23-24 ).

GOLDEN TEXT: *If any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed.”

1 Pet. 4: 16.

Prove THaT—We may expect persecution. John 16: 33.

SHORTER CATECHISM. Quest. 96, What is the Lord's Supper? A: The Lord’s supper
is a sacrament, wherein by giving and receiving bread and wine, according to Christ’s
appointment, his death is shewed forth, and the worthy receivers are, not after a cor-
poral and carnal manner, but by faith, made partakers of his body and blood, with all
his benefits, to their spiritual nourishment, and growth in grace.

Lesson HyMNs,
DAILY PORTIONS.

Paul a prisoner at Jerusalem. Acts 22; 12-2I.
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Nos. 34 (Psalm 46), 400, 278, 306.
Monday. Paul’s defence.

(Old Hymnal Nos. 161, 149, 151, I53).
Acts 21: 40-22: 11. ZTuesday.
Wednesday. Paul a prisoner at Jerusalem.
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Before the council. Acts 23: 1-11. Friday. Conspiracy
Confidence in God. Psalm 27. Saddark.
(Zhel. B. R, A. Selections).

Acts 22: 22-30. Thursday.
against Paul. Acts 23: 12-24. Safurday.
‘Christ’s word of comfort. Luke 21: 10-19,

EXPOSITORY NOTES.

INTRODUCTORY. Paul arrived at Jerusalem and was cordially received by the brethren
there. Ata meeting presided over by James, the recognized head of the Christian com-
munity at Jerusalem, he recounted the marvellous triumphs of the gospel amongst the gentiles
and presented the substantial token of their brotherliness with which he was charged. Such
testimony was irresistable. But slandexs were abroad concerning Paul. It was said that he
tried to dissurde Jews from keeping the law. What he really said was, that gentiles did not
require to keep the law when they became christians. To answer these misrepresentations
Paul joined himself to some who were fulfilling a vow in order that it might be publicly seen
that he was a keeper of the law and not a despiser of it. While in the temple in pursuance
of this religious duty the mob was stirred up against him and he was only rescued from a
violent death by the prompt action of the commander of the Romanh garrison—(Read chap.

21: 18 to 23: 9).
LEessoN PLAN. 1. Saul the Persecutor.

17. And it came to pass, that, when
| was come again to Jerusalem, even
while | prayed in the temple, I was in a
trance—This was three years after his con-
version (Acts 9: 26; Gal. 1: 18). His op-
ponents at that time were the Greek speaking
Jews. Itis worthy of note how often in this
address St, Paul incidentally expresses him-
self in such wise as to conciliate the crowd.
His visit to the temple for the purpose of pray-
er was at once a proof that he was not likely
to despise Jewish ordinances and religious ob-
servances. (Lumby). In a trance a person’s
unconscious of his surroundings but the soulis
awake and all his impressions are received
from within (ch. 10: 10). :

i8. And saw him saying unto -me,
make haste, and get thee quickly out of
Jerusalem: for they will not receive
thy testimony concerning me—He staid
only 15 days (Gal. 1: 8). In Acts 19:29, 30
it is said that the disciples sent him away.
But both statements ave true.  Paul was warn-
ned and the disciples at the same time prompt-
ed by prudence to act as they did. A similar
coincidence of natural and supernatural causes
is found by comparing Acts 152 2 with Gal.
2: 2, Paul thought himself specially fitted
to convince the Jews, but Christ knew him
better,~he was a ‘‘chosen vessel” for the
conversion of the Gentiles. The R. V. reads
“¢ they will not receive of thee testimony con-
cerning me.”

19. And | said, Lord, they know that

Time A. D. 58, middle of May.
vs, 17-2I.

II. Paul the Persecuted. vs. 22-30.

agogue them that believed on thee—R.
V. ¢ they themselves know,” the pronoun is
emphatic. Paul pleads for permission to re-
main in Jerusalem and tell his former assoc-
iates the story ofhis conversion. Be content
to, labor where God places you and do not
fret for what you think would be a more fruit-
ful field.

20. And when the blood of thy
martyr Stephen was shed, 1 also was
standing by, and consenting unto his
death, and kept the raiment of them
that slew him—Paul’s object in telling this
seems to have been to shew the Jews that his
work amongst gentiles was not his own choice.
The course which they censured was under-
taken by constraint of Christ’s explicit com.
mand. He would have preferred to labor
amongst themselves. ¢ Martyr” originally,
and here, means simply ‘¢ witness.” It now
means one whodies for the truth,  ““ Stephen”
means ““a crown.”

2t. And he said unto me, Depart:
for | will send thee far hence unto the
gentiles—Jesus does not argue with Paul.
Obedience is the best test of loyalty. (Jer 10:
23).

22, And they gave him audience
unto this word, and then lifted up their
voices, and said, Away with such a fel-
low from the earth ; for it is not fit that
he should live—The spell of, Paul’s pursu-
asive pleading had kept them silent and in-
terested, but the whole scene had a fatal re.

! imprisoned and beat in every syn-|semblance to that which ended Stephen’s
{298)



speech, When Paul made his ““noble en-
deavor to make public reparation for a public
sin, by a public confession in the same place
where the sin was committed,” by his refer-
ence to Stephen, the crowd may have been
cut to the heart, and may have begun to gnash
with their teeth, At the mention of the hated
word gentiles, the old frenzy broke out,
aggravated by the thought that Paul was out
of their reach. (Lindsay). They could not
bear to think of gentiles as being fellow heirs
with them of the promise made to Abraham.
(Gal. 3: 6).

28. And as they cried out, and cast
off their clothes, and threw dust into
the air—Such cries and gestures are common
to all Eastern crowds in the uncontrolled
violence of fanatical madness. (Lindsay).
They cast off the loose upper robes which im-
peded their movements. These were spread
in the way for Jesus to ride over at his triumph-
alentry. (2 Kings 9: 13; 2 Sam. 16: 13).

24. The chief captain commanded
him to be brought into the castle, and
bade that he should be examined by
scourging ; that he might know where-
fore they cried so against him—The
title of the chief captain was cAéliarch, or
commander of a thousand men, and corres-
ponded to our colonel. His name was
Claudius Lysias (ch. 23: 26). It was an of-
ficial of the same rank who arrested Jesus
(John 18: 12). The castle of Antonia was on
_the north side of the temple and had a Roman
garriscn.  The intention was to flog Paul until
he confessed his crime.  Probably the Roman
did not understand a word ot “at Paul had
said to the mob and so could not know
why they were so enraged against him.
The Roman scourge, or fagellum, was a sort
of whip with three lashes of leather along
each of which sharp cornered pieces of metal
were fastened. (See Matt. 27: 26; Mark
10: 34; Luke 18: 33; John 19: 1). The
prisoner frequently di=d under this terrible
instrument.

26. And as they bound him (R. V.
and when they had tied him up) with thongs,
Paul said unto the centurion that stood
by, Is itlawful for you to scourge aman
that is a Roman, and uncondemned ?—
He was fastened by leather straps, toa wooden
post in & slanting position. It was unlawful
to scourge a Roman citizen under any circum-

stances ; to punish him without trial; or to
subject him to torture,

28. When the centurion heard that,
he went and told the chief captain, say-
ing, Take heed what thou doest:
(R. V. What art thou about to do?) for
this man is a Roman—The centurion com-
manded a hundred men and corresponded to
our captain. It was easy to prove whether
Paul’s claim were true ornot, If it had been
false he would have been punishable with
death, '

27. Then the chief captain came,
and said unto him, Tell me, art thou a
Roman ? He said, Yea.

28. And the chief captain answer-
ed, With a great sum obtained | this
freedom (R.V. citizenship). AndPaulsaid,
But | was free born (R. V. “Iama Roman
born”) The rights of Roman citizenship
were sold by court favorites, who exacted a high
price for it. We do not know how Paul’s
father came to be a free citizen,

20. Then straightway they departed
from him which should have examined
him (R. V. were about to examine him):
and the chief captain also was afraid,
after he knew that he was a Roman,
and because he had bound him—An
accused Roman might be bound with chains
to secure him for trial, but to tie him up to

‘the whipping post was a gross indignity and

punishable with great severity.

380. On the morrow, because he
would have known (R. V. desiring to
know) the certainty wherefore he wasac-
cused ofthe Jews, he loosed him from
his bands, and commanded the chief
priests and all their council to appear
(R. V. come together) and brought Paul
down and set him before them—The
chief captain saw that Paul’s offence was one
to be judged by Jewish law. As a Roman
officer he was desirous of seeing justice done,
but also that a Roman citizen should suffer
no wrong. So he¢ summoned 2 full meeting
of the Sanhedrim and brought Paul down
from the castle. He was still held in the -
custody of the soldiers as much for his own
protection as any thing else.

ORIENTALISMS,
Examined by Scourging:—This mode of ex-

tracting a confession from one suspecied of
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crime is still too common in the east, and it is
not so many centuries since it, together with
other tortures, was very largely used in Britain,
with the result that ftentimes, under the
great torture, those subjected to it, confessed
to crimes they had never committed. The
cases of those suspected of witchcraft furnish
good illustrations. The instrument common-
ly used in scourging was a rod, but in the case
of hardened criminals, and also by cruel
masters in the punishment of their slaves,
scorpions, #. e. thongs set with sharp iron
points or nails, called by the Romans *¢ Hori-
bilix” were applied. In the east now, the
stripes are generally inflicted on the soles of
the feer. but at the time of our lesson, the
person to be scourged was extended on the
ground and the blows applied on his back.

AN

A Roman Citizen :—Scourging was the
punishmerit of a slave and by the Porcian
law, a Roman citizen, even if he were convict-
ed of a crilme, was exempted from this mode
of punishment. Tlie violation of the rights of
citizens, was regarded as treason, and as such
severely punished. - Paul although a Roman
citizen by birth did not acquire this because
of having been born in Tarsus, for the citizens
of Tarsus were hot endowed. with the privileges
of Roman citizenship. Hence Paui‘s father,
or one of his ancestors, must have either
bought this right, or have received itas a re-
ward for services to the state. Dio Cassius,
tell us that in the early part of the reign of
Claudius, citizenship was sold at a high rate,
and afterwards for a mere trifle.

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY.

To whom did Paul report himself on his
arrival at Jerusalem ?  What false reports had
been circulated in regard to him? What was
Paul asked to do toshew that they were false?
What cry roused the mob against him? Who
rescued him? Whom did he suppose Paul to
be?

17. Where did Paul go immediately after
his conversion? (Gal. 1: 17). How longdid
he remain in Jerusalem? (Gal. 1: 18). What
class of Jews bitterly opposed him? (Acts 9:
20). Where was he when the vision came to
him? Whatisa trance? Whatother apostle
received a message in the same way? (10: 10).

18. Why was he told to leave Terusalem?
‘What other reason is given for his departure?
(Acts 9: 29, 30). Are these two reasons in-
consistent? Give another instance in which
two reasons coincide. (Gal. 2: 2; Acts 15:
2). Where did he go?

19, 20. How is Saul's fury asa persecutor
described? (Acts 8: 3; 9: 1). How does he
describe it himself? (Acts 26: 11). What
prediction of Christ’s did he fulfil? (Matt. 10.
17). What part did he take in Stephen’s
death? Was he really one of his murderers?
(Rom. z: 32).

21, What special work was given Paul to
do? Had he an intimation of this at his con-
version? (Acts 9: 133 26: 15-18). When
was he formally set apart for this work ? (ch.

13: 2, 46, 47). “He *“ magnified his office”—
Rom. 11: 13; 15: 16; Gal. 1: 15, 163 Eph.
37,8 rTim 2: 7; 2 Tim. 1: 11,

22. What is meant by “gave him au-
dience”? What enraged the mob? Whydid
they dislike to hear of the gospel being preach-
ed to the gentiles?

23. H -w did they shew theit rage? Give
other instances of casting off garments as a
sign of excitement (Luke 19: 35, 36; 2 Kings
9: 13). Where do we read of dust thrown to
indicate rage and hatred? (2 Sam. 16: 13;
compare Job 2: 12).

24. Of whom would the scourge remind
Paul? (Matt. 17: 26). Why did the chief
captain decide to scourge Paul? Was he ever
beaten? (2 Cor. 11: 24, 25; Acts 16: 22).

25. What did they do to Paul? What
question did he ask? Who had charge of the
scourging? On what ¢ ther occasions did Paul
claim his rights as a Roman citizen? (ch. 16:
375 235: 1I).

26-28. How hadthe chief captain obtain-
ed hiscitizenship? How had Paul obtained it?

29. Why was the chief captain afraid?
What false merit did Lysias afterward claim
for himself on account of Paul’s citizenship2
(ch. 23: 26-30).

80. Who were summoned next morning ?
Why were they sent for?
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PRACTICAL LESSONS.

Paul was not willing to go to the gentiles.
He thought he could do better amongst the
Jews., He understood their prejudices for he
had been a slave to them. They knew him
and surely his words would have special weight
with them. But he was mistaken. Jesus did
not argue with him, but demanded obedience.
He was a chosen instrument for the work
abroad. So far from being impressed, the
Jews went about to kill him. The work we
want to do is not always the work we ought to
do. We may think ourselves specially fitted
for something else, but if we throw ourselves
heart and soul into the work Gud has.given us
we will achieve results that we never could at-
tain to in any other sphere. Paul the Rabbi
would have been a much less successful soul
winnerthan Paul, the apostle of the uncircumeis-
ion, who placed the church on its broad basis
of true catholicity.

Paul’s want of success was due to no fault
of his own. He was not lacking in zeal, dis-
cretion, learning or love for those to whom he
spoke. His life long heart’s desire and prayer
for Israel was that they might be saved. Let
us encourage ourselves with this.  Many have
failed to win the legitimate rewards of their
toil through no fault of their own, but by the
overruling of providence. Be content. One
may sow and anuther reap, but the sower will
not be forgotten when the Husbandman reck-
ons with his servants. Fidelity, and not suc-
cess, will measure the reward.

The Jewish mob could not bear that hated
word * Gentiles.” It was blasphemy, in their

opinion, to speak of God sending salvation to ||

the uncircumcised. We are too apt even in
this age of interdenominational comity to de-
preciate thuse who differ from us, while to-
wards superstitious Romanists and degraded
heathen we have much of the old Jewish pride
of religious privilege. The farther any are
from the full truth and freedom of the gospel,
the more earnestly should we desire their en-
lightenment and pray for their conversion.

There are times when it is proper to insist
upon our rights. Many a time Dr. Mackay
has compelled the Chinese atthorities in For-
mosa to redress wrongs done to him and the
converts, to the manifest increase of respect on
their part, Our missionaries in India have
stood.upon their rights as British subjects, and
won privileges thereby forall christian mission-
aries among the Hindus. But if we assert our
rights fo1 our own protection, we ought to dis-
charge the obligations which are connected
with them. No christian has any right to
neglect to exercise the functions of citizenship,
or refuse positions of usefulness when called to
them, Ifall christians would do their duty
as citizens, we could have as pure and perfect
municipal, provincial, and federal government
as is possible amonpgst fallible men.

THE BLACKBOARD,

INS CKNOWLEDGED
WERVICE CCEPTED
COURGING VERTED

LESSON Il—October 17, 1897.

Paul before the Roman Governor. Acts 24: 10-25.
(Read chapter 23: 10 to 24 : 27. Commit to memory verses 14-16).

GOLDEN TEXT: “Fear thou not ; for I am with thee.” Isa. 41: 10.
PrOVE THAT—We should repent now. 2 Cor. 6: 2. -

SHORTER CATECHIsM. Quest 97,

What s required to the worthy receiving of the Lord's

Supper? A. Tt isrequired of them that would worthily partake of the Lord’s Sup-

per, that they examine themselves of their knowledge to discern the Lord’s body, of

their faith to feed upon him, of their repentance, love, and new obedience, lest, com-

ing unworthily, they eat and drink judgment to themselves.
LrssoN Hyyys, Nos. g6 (Psalm 121), 148, 152, 137. (Old Hymnal Nos. g, 86, 135, 138).
DAILY PORTIONS. Monday. The accusation. Acts 24: 1-9. Zwesday. Paul be-

fore the Roman governor. Acts 24: 10-2I.

Wednesday.

Paul before the Roman governor.
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Acts 24: 22.27. Thursday, Appeal to Caesar. Acts 25: 1-12. Friday. Object of the
journey, Rom. 1§: 25-33. Safwrday. An answer given, Mark 13: 5-13. Sabbatk.
Fear not. Isa. 41: 8-16. (The /. B. R. A. Selections).

EXPOSITORY NOTES.

INTRODUCTORY. Paul was tried before the council, of which he was at one time a member.
He stood where Stephen stood and must have recognized the same hatred and pride in his
prosecutors as once glowed in his own besom. The trial broke up in confusion and Paul was
again rescued and safe within the walls of the castle of Antoaia. A conspiracy to kill him was
discovered, and the chief captain sent away his prisoner by night to the Roman governor,

Felix, at Coesarea. Time—latter part of May,
LBssON PLAN. 1. Paul before Felix.

10. Then Paul, after that the govern-
or had beckoned unto him to speak,
answered, Forasmuch as | know that
thou hast been of many years a judge
unto this nation, { do the more cheer-
fully answer for myself. The governor,
or procuvator, Antonius Felix, had been a
slave, but was freed by the Emperor Claudius
and made ruler over Galilee, Samaria, Judea
and Perea. He ‘“wielded the power of a
king with the character of a slave.” He had
filled his office for about seven years, a long
time in that age, when positions of emolument
were the spoils of imperial cuurtiers and the
rewards of successful intrigue. He had a bet-
ter opportunity than most governors of learning
the customs and prejudices of the Jews.

il. Because that thou mayest under-
stand (R. V. seeing that thou canst take
knowledge) that there are yet but (R. V.
that it is no more than) twelve days since |
went up to Jerusalem for to worship
(R. V. to worship at Jerusalem). Paul was
charged, first, with seditior: To this he re-
plied—(a) Felix knew that for * many years”
back at least he had been unknown as a tur-
bulent persor: ; (4) in twelve days he could not
have hatched many plots; (¢) he had come to
perform religious and benevolent duties, as
could be proved. He had stirred up no
tumult, had not even engaged in heated dis-
cussion with anyone. Second, with &eresy:
He answers that he beheves the Bible as firmly
as his accusers. What they call heresy he
claims to be the true teaching of the law and
the prophets.  Third, with sacrilege : He de-
nies the charge. He was engaged in an act
that testified to his reverence for the temple

VS,

A. D. 58 Place—Casarea.
10-21. II. Felix before Paul.

are thus reckoned : (1) Arrival in Jerusalem ;
(2) interview with the elders; (3) beginning
of the seven days of purification ; (4-7) eading
with the arrest; (8) trial before the Sanhe-
drim ; (9) sent to Coesarea ; (10) arrival there;
(11, 12) awaiting trial; (13) tria} on the fifth
day from leaving Jerusalem (ch. 24: 1). Six
of these days he had been a prisoner.

12. And they neither found me in the
temple disputing with any man, neither
raising up the people (R. V. stirring up a
crowd) neither in the synagogues nor in
the city. Paul had given no ground of
offence whatever. His presence in the temple
was a proof of his devotion to the ancient
worship and its ritual.

18. Neither can they prove the things
whereof they now accuse me. Some-
thing more than ** railing accusations * should
be required when the life or liberty of a Roman
citizen is at stake.

14. But this | confess unto thee, that
after the way which they call heresy, so
worship (R. V. serve) | the God of my
fathers, believing all things which are
written in the law and in the prophets
(R. V. all things which are according to the
law, and which are written in the prophets).
¢The Way* was the common term for the
doctrines preached by the Apcstles before the
name ‘¢ christian” came into use {ch. 11: 26).
““Heresy” is the same word as ““sect” in
verse 5. Paul will not admit that christians
are a ““sect” of the old ieligion ; he claims
that they alone truly keepthe faith of Abraham,
and are not ‘‘heretics” (ch. 26: 22; 28: 23).

vs. 22-25,

The phrase, ‘‘the law and the prophets,”
means the whole Old Testament {(Matt. §: 17;

and the law. He challenges prouf and de- | Luke 24: 27, 44). The Apostle insists that in

mands that his accusers confront him and | becoming a christian he had not been disloyal

substantiate their charges. The twelve days | to Moses, or the law or the prophets, or to the
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religian of his fathers, but quite the contrary.
(Hervey).

16. And have hope toward God,
which they themselves also aflow (R. V.
look for), that there shall be a resur-
rection of the dead, both of the just and
unjust. Not only the Pharisees, but the
great majority of Jews, believed in a future
state, The Sadducees alone denied it. Paul
agreed with the whole nation, and its wisest
and holiest men. Those who accused him
were a “sect” (ch. 5: 17),

18. And herein do | exercise myself,
to have always a conscierce void of
offence toward God, and toward man.
‘“ Herein™ means * on this account.” The
fact of the resurrection exercised a controlling
influence upon his whole life and conduct.
His life was one lived in expectation of the
judgment day. * To exercise ™ one’s self, isto
practise self-discipline. He could not expect
to reach the goal without keeping himself in
meral training. A conscience *“void of ofi-
ence” is one that does not charge with dis-
obedience to its intimations. Conscience
rebukes us when we do what we know to be
wrong. Paul asserts that he does not know-
ingly disobey conscience. He was concientious
even when persecuting,

17. Now after many years | came to
bring alms to my nation, and offerings.
It was four or five years since Paul’s last brief
visit (ch. 18: 22). The “alms® which he
brought were the donations of gentile cuurches
for the relief of Jewish christians who were in
poverty. The “‘offerings” were connected
with the vow which he had undertaken.

18. Whereupon (R. V. amidst which)
certain Jews from Asia fourd me puri-
fied in the temple, neither with multi-
tude, nor with tumult. While engaged in
presenting these offerings and oblations, in
strict accordance with the requirements of the
ceremonial law, quietly and unostentatiously
worshipping, he was found by his old Ephesian
enemies,

19. Who ought to have been here be-
fore thee, and object, if they had aught
against me. The R. V. translates these two
verses as follows : ‘¢ Amidst which they found
me purified in the temple, with no crowd, nor
yet with tumult ; but there were certain Jews
from Asia, who ought to have been here before
thee, and to make accusation, if they had

aught against me.” Those who created the
tumult had not the courage to appear. They
were doubtless on their way home by this
time,

20. Or else letthese same here (R.V.
men themselves) say, if they have found any
evil doing in me (R. V. what wrongdoing
they found), while | stood before the
council.

21. Except it be for thiz one voice,
that | cried standing among them,
Touching the resurrection of the dead
| am called in question by you this day.
Paul’s statement is that the only occasion on
which his words were ever the cause of a
tumult in Jerusalem, was when he declared his
belief in the resurrection. It is interesting to
note how Paul comes back again and again to
this ; even in his legal defences he wishes to
drive this wedge in between the Pharisees and
Sadducees, if by any means he can show the
Pharisees how near they are, by their belief in
this doctrine, to faith in Jesus. (Lindsay)
Some see in this reference a ¢ bold irony,” as
if to hint that the only disturbance excited by
him was between themselves. But this
thought is not in keeping with the tone of the
defence as a whole,

22, And when Felix heard these
things, having more perfect knowledge
of that way (R. V. But Felix, having more
exact knowledge concerning the Way), he de-
ferred them, and said, When Lysias the
chief captain shall come down, !will
know the uttermost of your matter (R,
V. I will determine your matter), He must
have known something about the conversion of
Cornelius, and the work of Philip in Samaria,
with his subsequent labors in Casarea, His
wife, Drusilla, was a Jewess, a daughter of
Herod Agrippa I., and this would interest him
in their religious questions. Felix ¢ deferred,”
or postponed, the case until Lysias should
come, when he would finally decide upon it.

28. And he commanded a centurion
to keep Paul, and to let him have liberty
(R. V. indulgence), and that he should for-
bid none of his acquaintanceto minister
or come unto him. Felix was evidently
well-disposed towards Paul. He ordered &«
relaxation of the prison rules in his case. He
was probably, as at Rome, allowed to occupy
private apartments, chained to a soldier who
guarded him, The 26th verse suggests that
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Felix may have had mercenary motives in all
this,

24. And after certain days, when
Felix came with his wife Drusilla, which
was a Jewess, he sent for Paul, and
heard him concerning the faith in
Christ. Felix did not always reside at
Cxesarea.  After the first hearing of Paul’s
case he had goneaway for a time, but on his
return he sent for the Apostle to question him
on his doctrine. Perhaps those words ahout
the resurrection of the just and unjust had
made him uneasy.—(Lumby) Drusilla was a
daughter of the Agrippa whose death is re-
corded in Acts 11:23. She was therefore a
sister of the Agrippa and Berenice of our next
lesson, With her son Felix she perished in
the famous eruption of Mt. Vesuvius, in A. D.
79

26. And ashe reasoned of righteous-
ness, temperance, and judgment to
come, Felix trembled (R. V. was terrified ,
andanswered, Go thy way for this time;
when | have a convenient season, | will
call for thee. 'Paul suited his exposition of
christianity to the audience he was addressing.
These themes were precisely the ones whieh
would touch the governor’s conscience to the
quick. As for righteousness, Tacitus, the
Roman historian, tells us, that relying upon
the influence of his brother at ccurt, he : .ed
as if he had a license to commit every crime

- with impunity. In respect of temperance—
properly, self-control, including chastity—the
presence of Drusilla was an evidence of his
disregard of the plainest precepts of the moral
law. Tosuch-a man, who knew himself to be

profligate, avarizious, cruel and unjust, the
judgment to come was a topic that might well
terrify him. - But this was the terror of super-
stitious cowardice, not of spiritual conviction.
The convenient season never came. Zv-day
alone holds the promise of salvation in its
outstretched hand. 7o-morrow may have
none.

ORIENTALISMS.

The Way:—Inthe New Testament, the
disciples never called themselves Christians,
but use a variety of names to designate them-
selves and their religion. This name is fre-
quently used in the Koran to denote the Mo-
hommedan religion.

Felix :—Procurators ~ were  sometimes
Roman Knights, and sometimes the freed men
of the Emperor. Felix was one of the latter
class and according to Suetonius, whose re-
marks are confirmed by Tacitus, in his history,
was for some particular reason, a great favorite
of the emperor’s, but nevertheless, he was a
a wretched governor and a very wicked man.
Tacitus says that his recklessness and licenti-
ousness had made him notorious.

Drusillea ks own wife: This woman
was a daughter of Herod Agrippa I. and was
distinguished for her beauty. She had been
married to Azizus, the king of Amessa, Felix
became acquainted with her and with the as-
sistance of a Jewish sorcerer named Simon of
Cyprus, induced het. to forsake her husband,
and marry him. As one says, the audience of
Paul consisted of 2 Roman libertine and a pro-

fligate Jewish princess.

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY.

How did Paul set one part of the council
against the other? Who again rescued him ?
What conspiracy was discovered? Where
was Paulsent? Towhomwashesent? How
long was it before the trial was resumed?
‘What orator spoke for the accusers?

Nl. Why was Paul pleased to have Felix
for his judge? How long was it since his ar-
rival at Jerusalem? How many of these.days
was he in custody? What feast did Paul at-
tend? What special act of worship was he
engaged in when the tumult was started? (ch.
21: 26).

12, Paul again and again asserts his inno-
cence (ch. 25: 8; 28: 17). Had Stephen

engaged in disputes? {ch. 6: 9-11). Would
Paul have been blameworthy had he done so ?

18. What proof did the Jewish law require
before any man could be condemned ? (Deut.
17: 6, 7). i

14. What is meant by ¢ The way”? (ch.
9: 2; 16: 17; 18: 253 19: 9, 23; 20: 4; 24
22). Where did the term * christian® orig-
inate? (ch. 11: 26). What is meant by
““heresy ”? Instances of the use of the term
in a good sense—ch. 5: 17; 15: 5; 26: §;
28: 22—In a bad sense—1 Cor II1: 19; Gal.
§: 20; 2 Pet. 2: 1. Was Paul prowr of his
godly ancestors? (2 Tim. 1: 3), What does
Paul claim for his doctrine? Did Christ
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make the same claim as Paul does here?
(Matt. 5: 17; Luke 24: 27, 44).

16. What belief does Paul hold as strong-
ly as his accusers? Who amongst them did
not believe this? What distinct statements in
the O. T. regarding resurrection? (Dan 12:
2 [John §: 28, 29]; Job. 14: 14, 15; 19: 25-
27; Ps. 16: 9; 17: 15; Isa. 25: 8; 26: 19;
Ezek. 37: 12; Hos. 13: 14).  Paul claims that
the Jewish religion itself is assailed when he is
attacked (Acts 23: 6; 26: 6, 7; 28: 20).

16. What efiect had Paul’s belief in the
resurrection upon his conduct? Does Paul
claim to hava been conscientious in all his con-
duct? (ch. 23: 1; 2 Cor. 1: 12; Heb. 13:
18).

17-19. Whatalms did he bring? (Acts11:
29, 30; 20: 16; Rom. 15: 25; 2 Cor. 8: 4;
Gal. 2: 10). What offerings did he make?
Who excited the mob against him? Who were
with him when he began? Paul had a right
to face his accusers (ch. 23: 30; 25: 16).

PRACTICAL

The Jews evidently under-estimated Paul.
They thought that he would never be able to
cope with so accomplished an orator as Tertul-
lus.  But they did’nt know the man they were
persecuting,  Paul’s reply is one of the master-
pieces of oratory. It is respectful and digni-
fied, worthy of a Roman of the best classic
type pleading before a court of the Empire.

Paul entered cheerfully upon his defense not
only because Felix was a competent judge and
well-informed in the case, but because he
knew he wasinnocent. Tertullus had said the
most he could say, and Paul could easily meet
its supercilious railing. A good conscience
will always give courage, and a good case will
add cheerfulness thereto.

Paul took the easiest and safest course, He
did not try to win over the judge by flattery,
but stated the simple facts and let them meet
the charge. He paid Felix the highest com-
pliment when he didso, for he implied thereby
that no more was needed for a just decision.
Truth is far stronger than the most consummate
shrewdness.

If one would have a conscience void of
offence, he must obey conscience. Paul tried
to do this even when persecuting. Conscience
may not be so much enlightened as it should

be, and so men often do what is wrong con-
scientiously, but one who refuses to listen to

20, 21. What challenge did Paul throw
out to his accusers? What ““evil” did he con-
fess? Would they care to bring this against
him?

22. Why did Felix postpone the trial?
When did he promise to decide it?

23. To whose custody did he commit
Paul? What favor did he order to be shewn
to him ?  Other instances of like kindness from
Paul’s jailers—ch. 27: 3; 28: 16,

24, 26. What do, you know about Dru-
sillaz Why was she interested in Paul?
What did Paul talk to Felix and Drusilla
about? Why was he not treated as John the
Baptist was for similar boldness of speech?
What was the effect of his words upon Felix?
What did Felix say to Paul? Did he change
his wicked course of life? When is the most
‘“‘convenient season”? Others who put off
convictions—ch. 17: 323 read Isa. 55: 6;
Neh. 2: 3.

LESSONS.

this inward guide has no other guide that he
can safely trust to. If we live with the judg-
ment day before our minds we shall soon find
conscience becoming wonderfully educated and
trustworthy.

One may have a pretty exact knowledge of
¢ the Way” and yet not walkin it. Bible
study is only a means to an end. All our
searching of the Scriptures will but enhance
our guilt, if we do not accept their testimony
of Christ. Many a one, like Felix, hears good
preaching and is much moved by it, yet tries
to escape conviction by postponing the de-
cision that the gospel demands, To say that
we will repent bye and bye is to deceive con-
science with a promissory note we never in-
tend to pay. How many when urged to con-
fess Christ at his Table, reply © Wait till next
time.” Those who put off decision to a more
convenient season are never likely to find so
good an occasion as the present.

PRISONER. JUDGE.
CHRIST’S FREEMAN. SATAN’s SLAVE,
EARLESS. NTERESTED.

AITHFUL. lMPRESS‘ED.
ERVENT. NCONSISTENT.

B 8 GONSOIENGE
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LESSON IV—October 24th, 1897.

Paul before King Agrippa, Acts 26: 19-32.
(Read Chapters £6 and 26. Comvmit to memory verges £3-23).

GoLpeN TexT: * Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also
before my father which is in heaven.” Matt. 10: 32.

ProveE THAT—Our deeds shew our repentance. Acts 26: 20,

SHORTER CATECHISM., Quest. 98, What is prayer? A. Prayer is an offering up of our
desires unto God, for things agreeable to his will, in the name of Christ, with confess-
ion of our sins, and thankful acknowledgement of his mercies. 99. What rule hath
God given for our divection in prayer? A. The whole word of God isof use to direct
us in prayer ; but the special rule of direction is that form of prayer which Christ taught
his disciples, commonly called te Zord’s Prayer.

LrssoN Hymns, Nos. 6 (Psalm 9), 149, 135, 140. (Old Hymnal Nos.71, 42, 138, 84).

DAILY PORTIONS. Monday. Statement by Festus. Acts 2§5: 13-23. Zuesday.

Paul’s answer. Acts 26: 1-11. Wednesday. The persecutor converted. Acts 26: 12-18.

Thursday. Paul before King Agrippa. Acts 26: 19-32. Friday. Redemption and resur-

rection. Col I: 12-20. Safurday. Paul’s ministry. Col. 1: 21-29. Sabbatk. Boldness

in bonds. Phil, 1: 12-21,

' EXPOSITORY NOTES.

INTRODUCTORY. Felix was succeeded in the procuratorship by Fes’tus, an honest and up-
right governor. At his first visit to Jerusalem the Jewish leaders requested him to bring Paul
to Jerusalem for trial there before the Sanhedrim. This Paul knew would only result
in his condemnation, and fearing that Festus might yield to the importunities
of his enemies he appealed to the emperor at Rome. While waiting for an opportunity to
send his prisoner thither, Festus received a visit from King Agrippa and his sister Bereni'ce.
They were nominally Jews, and Festus thought they would be able to find out for him exactly
what the charges against Paul were. Before the assembled court, in all the pomp of Roman
power, Paul delivered his defence, addressing himself to the King as being the most exalted

personage present. Read chapters 25 and 26.
lesson.
LussonN Pran., I

19. Wheresupon, O King Agrippa, 1
was not disobedient unto the heavenly
vision. (R. V. ¢¢ Wherefore,” that is, having
received such a commission, ¢“I did not be-
come disobedient.” The double negative is
an emphatic affimative. Paul promptly
obeyed. The word for ‘“a vision,” means
anything seen, whether sleeping or waking
(Luke I:22; 24: 23; 2 Cor. 12: 1). The
vision is called ¢‘heavenly” because it came
from heaven (verse 13). Agrippa II ruled
over the country E. of the sea of Galilece, He
was the last of the Herods, and brother to
Drusil'la and Bereni'ce.

2C. But showed (R. V. declared) first
unto them of Damascus, and at Jeru-
salem, and throughout all the coasts
(R. V. country) of Judza, and then to the
Gentiles, that they should repent and
turn to God, and do works meet for

Time, August A. D. 60, two years after last

The Gospel Preached vs. 19- 23 II. The Gospel Rejected  vs. 24-
29. III. The Preacher Vindicated vs, 30-32.

(R. V worthy of) repentance. This is a
general description of the work the Apostle
had done, and the message he delivered. He
began his work at Damascus, as soon as his
sight was restored, in the very synagogues that
he came to persecute, His ministry in Judea
is perhaps referred to in ch. 11: 30; 15: 3;
18: 22. Paul sums up in one sentence the
three parts of the true evangelical message.
Repentance involves conviction of sin, and a
sincere purpose of mind to forsake it; Faitk,
or turning to God, is more than reformation—
it is the seeking of the soul after Him, and
trusting unreservedly to Him; Obedience—
the life testifies to the sincerity of repentance;
the ““works” should be such as accord with
the resolve to forsake sin.

21. Forthese causes the Jews caught
(R. V. seized) me in the temple, and went
about (R. V. essayed) to kill me. The
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word implies an arrest with violence—*‘at-
tempted to lay murderous hands upon me”
(ch. 21:30). They plotted to murder him,
and were plotting then. They watched for
opportunities to kill him. And why? Be-
cause he had spent his life in trying to persuade
men to repent and live godly lives.

22. Having therefore obtained help
of (R. V. the help that is from, God, | con-
tinue (R. V, stand) unto this day, witness-
ing both to small and great, saying none
other things than those which the pro-
phets and Moses did cay should come.
Only divine help could have delivered him
from such implacable enemies. Yet by that
help he stood firm (Eph. 6: 13, 14) and testi-
fied, both to Lydias and Agrippas, to sellers
of purple fabrics and wearers of the royal color,
that the ancient prophecies had been fulfilled.
Paul suits his discourse to his hearer. Agrippa
would understand references to the Scriptures,
being a Jew by education. If Paul was a
heretic, then Moses and the prophets were
heretics, for he did but assert that their pre-
dictions had been fulfilled.

23. That Christ should (R. V. the
Christ must) suffer, and that he should
be the first that should rise from the
dead (R. V. that He first by the resurrection
of the dead), and should show (R. V. pro-
claim) light unto the people, and to the
gentiles. On these three points Paul joined
issue with the Jews, contending that the Scrip-
tures foretold—{1) a suffering Messiah ; (2)
his resurrection, and (3) his mission to all
men. Christ was the first to proclaim light to
both Jew and Gentile (Isa. 42: 6; 49: 6; 60: 1);
this light streams from the empty sepulchre
(2 Tim. 1: 10); his resurrection is the evidence
of his completed work (Rom. 1:4; Acts 13:
32, 33); the guarantee of his Messiahship (John
2: 19, 21, 22; Acts 3: 15; 4: 10; 17: 31); and
the pledge of our resurrection (1 Cox. 15: 13-
22; 1 Thess. 4: 14). The resurrection of
Jesus proved that He was the Saviour of the
whole world.

24, And as he thus spake for him-
self (R. V. made his defence), Festus said
with a loud voice, Paul, thou art beside
thyself (R. V. mad); much learning doth
make thee mad (R. V. turn thee to mad-
ness). Impatience, anger and contempt, are
mingled in that word ““mad.” The preaching
of the cross was foolishness to Festus, Paul,
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doubtless, made numerous and varied quota-
tions from the Old Testament in Greek or
Hebrew, and this would lead Festus to observe
his erudition. Compare John 10: 20, and
read 1 Cor. I: 23; 2: 13.

25. But he said, | am not mad, most
noble (R. V. excellent) Festus; but speak
forth the words of truth and soberness.
¢ Most noble ” is the same title as is given to
Felix (23: 26; 24: 3). It is also given to
Theophilus (Luke 1: 3). Paul ‘*speaks forth”
loud and clear, because he knows whereof he
affirms. Paul’s words are words of truth, as
opposed to the hallucinations of « diseased
mind. ‘“Soberness” is ‘‘sobermindedness,”
the very opposite of ‘“madness.” His words
were not the excited ravings of a diseased
mind. Contrast Paul’s courtesy and self-
command with the bearing of Festus.

26, For the king knoweth of these
things, before whom also | speak freely:
for | am persuaded that none of these
things are hidden from him ; for this
thing was not done in a corner. Agrippa,
as a Jew, believed the prophets, and doubtless
was aware of the facts regarding Jesus, since
his ministry was public and Jerusalem itself
was the scene of his crucifixion. (John 12: 19;
Acts 17: 6)

27. King Agrippa, believest thou the
prophets? [ know that thou believest.

28. Then Agrippa said unto Paul,
Almost thou persuadest me to be a
christian (R. V. With but little persuasion
thou wouldst fain make me a christian). The
Greek is “in a little,” or *“ with a little,” but
the word following is not expressed ; some
supply ‘¢ persuasion,” and others ¢ time.”
We must first decide the spirit in which the
words were spoken. If sarcastically, then
Agrippa says, “you think to make short work
of my conversion.” This is the view taken by
the Revised Version. If Agrippa speaks
seriously, and the reply of Paul favors this
view, then the rendering of the ordinary ver-
sion is correct. He says, ‘‘you have almost
convinced me that you are right.” There is
nothing in the Greek to suggest the word
“fain ” in the R, V., and this word gives the
ironical tone to the wholesentence. The ren-
dering of the authorized version is still defend-
ed by able advocates, and was the unanimous
interpretation of ancient commentators.

20, And Paul- 1id, | would t6 God,
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that not only thou, but also all that hear
me this day, were both almost, and alto-
gether suchas | am, exceptthese bonds
~(R. V. ¢ Whether with little, or with much,
not thou only, but also all that hear me this
day, might become such as Iam.”} Again
the word is unexpressed. The R. V. supplies
‘¢ persuasion -—~“ with little or with much
persuasion,” but, as Bishop Hervey, in the
Pulpit Commentary says, this is rather a flat
rendering. With Chrysostom (who preached
in Greek), Beza, Luther, and many others,
we venture to adhere to the rendering of the
authorized version, rather than to accept that
of the R. V.—taking en oligo as an adverbial
phrase meaning *‘ within a little,” or ““almost,”
and en siegalo ¢“within much,” or “‘altogether.”
In this view ‘“‘the sense of the whole passage
is striking and appropriate.”’—(Hervey) There
are difficulties with any interpretation, but the
grammatical solecism involved in this one is
less serious than the vague, uncertain, strained
and flat renderings, which result from supply-
ing some supposed word unexpressed. ¢ All
acknowledge the extreme beauty and taste of
this reply, combining the firmness of the mar-
tyr with the courtesy of the gentleman.”~—
(Hervey)

80. And when he had thus spoken,
the king rose up, and the governor, and
Berni‘ce and they that sat with them :

3I. And when they were gone aside,
they talked between themselves, saying
This man doeth nothing worthy of
death or of bonds.

82. Then said Agrippa unto Festus,
This man might have been set at liberty,
if he had not appealed unto Casar,

The procurator, the king, and probably the
assessors (25: 12) conferred together, and were
all of opinion that, judged by Roman, and

QUESTIONS

Who succeeded Felix as governor? How
long had Paul remained a prisoner? What
request did the Jews make regarding him?
‘What was their object? Was Festus willing
to do what they wished? How did Paul pre-
vent his doing so? What royal visitors came
to Cxesarea? Why did Festus ask them to
hear Paul’s case? Why was Paul pleased to
plead his case before Agrippa? Make an out-
Tine of his speech in your own words.

perhaps, even by Jewish law, Paul ought to be
acquitted. But the appeal to Cxsar barred all
further procedure, release as well as condemn-
ation.—(Lindsay) The result of this report
accompanying Paul to Rome, was that he was
acquitted before the Emperor, but only after 2
deley of two years. Tiad Paul been released
he would probably have become the victim of
& new conspiracy in a very short time,

ORIENTALISMS.

Damascus—This is perhaps the most ancient
city of the world still existing. Itis on the
highway between the Euphrates and the Nile,
It lies in one of the most fertile spots of the
world. Hence, from the very beginning of
commerce, it must have been a halting and
meeting place for the caravans, It was prob-
ably for long the capital of the Hittites, but
after that people disappeared before the Ara-
maans from between the rivers, it became the
centre of the usurping Syrian power which
menaced Israel so strongly and so long.

Festus—Felix was recalled by Nero, prob-

ably in the summer of 60 A. D. Festus, who
succeeded him, was a very different man, and
fulfilled his duties with integrity, but died
when he had been only two years in his office.
He was succeeded by Albinus in the autumn
of 62. .
Most excellent—This may be a civil or
official title, or merely a courteous form of
address. Among the Jews the ancient mode
of addressing those whom one wished to honor,
was by saying ‘“my lord,” or words to that
effect ; but in the time of Christ this form had
been largely superseded, and the eapression
Rabbi, 7. ¢., ““ the great,” which originated in
the schools, had become common among the
people.

FOR STUDY.

19. How did Paul show the sincerity of
his conversion? (Acts 9: 20, 22; 13: 16; 17:
2, 3) Mention other “visions.” (Luke I: 22;
24: 23; 2 Cor. 12: 1)

20. To whom did he first preach Christ?
‘What did he preach? Was he, at first, cordi-
ally received by the christians at Jerusalem?
(ch. 9: 26) Who stood by him? Who tried
to kill him?

21.23. By whose help had Paul been able
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to continue his wnrk? Does God promise

_such help? (Ex. 4: 12; Josh. I: §; Rom. 8:
31) "What is the reward of steadfastness?

{Rev, 2: 3, 10) Before what great persons

_ had Paul preached? Did his preaching agree

with Old Testament teaching? What did he
say about Christ’s resurrection? Of what was
it & proof? (Rom. I:4; Acts 13: 32, 33) Of
what was it the pledge? (x Cor. 15: 13-22;
1 Thess. 4: 14) Was Christ predicted to be
the Saviour of the Gentiles as well as the Jews?
(Isa. 42: 65 49: 6; 60: 1)

24-25. Why did Festus think that Paul
was mad? To what did he attribute his mad-
ness? Was Jesus ever similarly accused?
(John 10: 20) What did Greeks think of the
gospel 2 (t Co. 1: 23) What other persons
received the title of ¢ most noble, or “excel-
lent”? (Luke 1: 3; Acts 23: 26; 24: 3} Is
sobermindedness a christian grace ? (Rom. 12:
3; 1 Tim, 2: 93 3: 2; Titus 2: 8; 1: 11)

28-20. What evidence have we of the
fame of Jesus? (John 12: 19) Give the dif-
ferent interpretations of Agrippa’s words and
Paul’s reply.

80-32, What conclusion did they come to
regarding Paul? Why could he not be set at
liberty? How often is Paul’s innocence de-
clared ? (ch. 23: 29; 25: 25) )

TO BE ANSWERED IN WRITING.
{ Senior. )

1.—~What did Paul preach everywhere? (4)

2,.—What did Festus say and what was
Paul’s answer? (5)

3.—What did Agrippa say and what was
Paul's answer? (5)

4.—What different meanings are given to
Agrippa’s words? (6)

5.—What did Agrippa think of Paul’s in.
nocence? (5) . .

( Intermediate. )

1.—To whom did Paul first preach immedi-
ately after his conversion? (5)

2,—Why did the Jews hate Paul? (5)

3.—What did Festus say of Paul’s preach-
ing? (5)

4.—What did Agrippa say ? (5)

5.—Why could not Paul be set at liberty?
(5)

PRACTICAL LESSONS.

Although defending himself from the charges
of the Jews, Paul did not lose sight of the
spiritual need of those whom he was address-
ing. His judges seem to have felt the force
of his address. Like Felix, they confess thein-
selves brought to the bar of conscience by
their prisoner. He is the vicar of a mightier
king than Ccesar, and purple robes will not
shield a guilty conscience from the Searcher
of Hearts.

Even Agrippa must acknowledge that Paul
could not be disobedient to such a command.
If he really saw the glorified Jesus there was
no alternative for him. Festus might say that
the wholestory was the creation of a disordered
intellect, but Agrippa, believing, at least form-
ally, in the reality of divine communications,
could not deny its possibility. Then there
were the soldiers accompanying Paul who
could testify to the light and the voice. A
celebrated infidel once studied the narrative of
Paul’s conversion, with the view of pfoving
that Festus spoke shrewdly and wisely when
he called Paul a madman, but the result of his
impartial study was that he first sided with
Agrippa, and then becamne ‘“altogether ”* such
as Paul, a devout christian.

What Paul believed he held with no mete
otiose assent. He was willing to stake goods,
reputation, and life itself, upon his religious
convictions. He lost no time in proclaiming
his change of views, and the reasou for it. Do
not delay to confess Christ if you really love
him. Let others havethejoy of welcoming you
into christian fellowship ; give the weight of
your example towards helping those who are
timid and hesitating ; and strengthen your own
weak faith by entering upon active and open
service for Christ,

‘We need no further evidence to prove that
Paul’s speech had made a profound impression
upon Festus. He was plainly in its grip, and
wished to shake himself free. If Paul was
right, then he himself was wrong, and should
take his place as a penitent. It was easier for
him to believe that Paul’s mind was a little
unhinged. It must be that he was somewhat
of a fanatic. Religionists usually did not
speak so earnestly and set such store upon the
conversion of men. Strange, isn’t it? that a

man can put his whole soul into business or
into great enterprises until he is able to think
and speak of nothing else, and men think it
all right ; but let him put his whole soul into
(309) . )




religion, so that he all the while is pressihg its
importance upon others, and men iminadiately
say, “‘Oh, he is crazy on the subject of reli.
gion.” (M. C. Hazard).

Earnest christians are often called fanatics
and monomaniacs. But the real madmen,
victims of the hallucinations of the devil, are
those who will not ¢ flee from the wrath to
come.” ¢ The tenants of a madhouse often
think all others deranged but themselves ; but
there is no madness so great, no delirium so
awful, as toneglect the eternal interests of the
soul for the sake of the poor pleasures and
honors which this life can give,”—(Barnes)

The sneer of the Roman procurator was
more than answered, He must have felt that
his remark was unseemly and ill-timed, The
fact that he could appeal to Agrippa himself
for confirmation, who was well versed in all
matters pertaining to the Jews, showed Festus
that he had made a mistake. No, aul was
not mal, His epistles show that h had a
most wonderfully logical train. He was not
mad, but it may well be questioned whether
Festus was not. The one who proclaims sal-

vetion is not mad, but what shall be said of |,

him who rejects it? (M. C. Hazard).

In whichever sensewe understand Agrippa’s
words they are full of instructive warning. If
they breathe the spirit of scoffing unbelief,
they suit the character of the man; if we
understand them as expressing half conviction,
they suit the tone of Paul’s reply, and the
whole nanative, Those whosneer at religious
earnestness have either hardened themselves
in sin, or will not honestly consider the claims
of Christ, Yet a flippant spirit is practically
as great an obstacle to real conviction as one
of positive antagonism. More souls have been
lost by the dispelling of serious impressions at
the church door, than through the blasphe-
mous orations of the infidel.

** The commonest, and yet most responsible
of all positions, is that which, like Agrippa’s,
is near persuasion, yet distinctly waving off
the appeal. It is an awful spiritual danger to
turn away from an open door. The obstacle
to full persuasion should be sought within,”—
{Redford)

When by themselves the two rulers decided
that Paul had done nothing worthy of either
death or bonds, they judged his case fairly,

Agrippa added that he might have been set at

liberty but for hisappeal unto Ceesar, Evidently
he regretted that the case had been taken out
of Festus’ jurisdiction, for he would have liked
to have set the apostle free. But thatwould have
been the worst thing that could have been
done, for the Jews would have immediately
sought to take’ his life, and probably would
have succeeded. But now he was safe in the
custody of the Roman soldiezs whose own lives

-were held in forfeit for his own. It was not

in the divine arranging that Agrippa’s visit
should occur until after it was all fixed that
Paul should appear before Cwmsar’s judgment
seat. Had he come sooner Festus in all
probability would have released his prisoner,
but now there was no other way than to send
him to Rome. *“Be of good cheer,” the Lord
had said to Paul: “‘foras thou hast testified con-
‘“cerning me at Jerusalem, so must thou bear
¢ witness also at Rome,” (M. C. Hazard).

LESSON AFTERTHOUGHTS.

1. Never be disobedient to any heavenly
vision. When your duty is made apparent, do
it immediately, cheeifully, whole-heartedly.

2. The place to begin testifying for Christ
is just where one is converted. There with-
out delay tell of the grace of God.

3. One should never cease testifying for
Christ ; the more one does it the more zealous
he will be.

4. The more one testifies for Christ the
larger will be the opportunities of bearing
witness for him.

5. True repentance is shown by doing
works worthy of repentance. A graft in a
tree which succeeds in producing only a few
half good apples amounts to nothing.

6. When one obtains help from God he is
able to stand, for he is equal to all the de-
mands which can be made upon him,

7. That preacher is most effective who is
best acquainted with the word of God,

8. The Old Testament and the New are
as inseparable as a two-ply carpet, out of
which if you take either ply there is no carpet.

9. The atonement and the resutrection are
the two chief doctrines of the gospel.

10. When one is not ready to obey the
truths preached, it is easy to call the preacher
mad.

11. The real madman is he who will not
accept the salvation through Christ which is
offered to him.

(310)



"
i
i

",

-~

" now upon the name of Paul? (The Pilgrim

12,  One may believe the prophets, and yet )
not act upon their testimony.

13. Many a one has lost his soul by deal-

ing flippantly with the things of salvation. WIT Gontempt -+ - FESTUS,

HOW THE GOSPEL IS RECEIVED.

Excuses. - .. .. AGRIPPA,
14. Better have the body in bonds than
the soul, Obedfence.. . . . PAUL.

15. The servant of Christ can afford to || “ ¥t ig f]t powey nﬂ ®ad nnte
wait for his vindication. What stain is there ;ﬂanﬁonon

Teacher).

LESSON V—October 3ist, 1897.

Paul’'s Voyage and Shipwreck. Acts 27: 13-26.
(Read chapter 27, . C it to y verses 21-25).
GOLDEN TEXT: *“Be of good cheer : for I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told me.’
Acts 27: 25,
ProOVE THAT--The Lord preserves in danger. Ps. 107: 28.
SHORTER CATECHISM. Quest. 100, What doth the preface of the Lord’s praver feack us?
A. The preface of the Loid’s prayer (which is, Ownr Fathes which art i1 heaven) teach.
eth us to draw near to God with all holy reverence and confidence, as children to a
father, able and read to help us ; and that we should 1,25y with and for others.
LrssoN HmMMNS, Nos. 82 (Psalm 107) 492, 493, 499. (Old Hymnal Nos. 93, 35, 123, 145).
DAILY PORTIONS. Monday. Sailing for Rome. Acts 27: 1.12, Zwesday, Paul's
voyage and shipwreck, Acts 27: 13-26. Wednesday. Peace amid the storm. Acts 27
27-36. Thursday. Wreck and rescue. Acts 27: 37-44. Friday. Christ in the vessel,
Mark 4: 35-41. Safurday. Confidence in God. Psalm 23. Sabdbatk. Danger and de-
liverance. Psalm 107: 23-32. (Zhe L. B. R. A. Selections).

EXPOSITORY NOTES,

INTRODUCTORY. In Paul’s time there were no regular lines of vessels sailing at fixed
dates for certain ports, but everyone had to take the chance of finding a merchantman which
would advance the traveller a stage upon his journey. As each port was reached enquiries
would have to be made for a ship which would carry him a little farther on his way, In this
manner Paul and his fellow prisoners were conveyed to Rome, The first vessel took them to
Myra in Lycia, where they found a vessel about to sail for Italy and embarked upon it on the
famous and disastrous voyage. As they passed under the south coast of Crete a tornado
swept down upon them from the heights of mount Ida, and they at first found shelter in the
port of Fair Havens. Here Paul wished to remain, but the captain thought that he would be
able to reach Phe'nice, where he could lay up for thewinter as the season for navigation was
closing. Readchapter 27. Time, middle of October A. D. 6o,

LessoN Pran. 1. Outwardly Distressed vs, 13-20. II. Inwardly Comforted vs. 21-26.

18. And when the south wind blew 'Isuppose that there was a complete cessation
softly, supposing that they had obtained of the storm, and that they might safely sail
their purpose, loosing thence (R. V., |as far as Fair Havens, where they intended to
they weighed anchor), they sailed close by |lay up for the winter.

Crete. (R. V., sailing along Crete, close in| 14, But not long after there arose

shore). They sailed under the lee of Crete to |against it (R. V., beat down from it) a

escape the north wind, It was natural to |tempestuous wind, called Euroclydon.
(311) :
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(R. V., Euraquito). This wind seemed to
descend trom the mountains of Crete. The
word for ‘“‘tempestuous” is that frum which
‘““typhoon™ is derived — it wasa ** typhonic”
wind. “ Euroclydon ” seems to have been a
sailor’s mispronunciation of ¢ Euraquito.” It
has no evident rvot meaning, whereas ‘¢ Eura-
quito” is literally the *‘northeast wind,” and
the reader would not be told that a * north-
easter ” was a peculiar kind of a gale. Luke
gives the name he heard the sailors use. It is
a wind well known to mariners at the present
day, and is called a ¢‘Levanter,” from the
portiun of the Mediterranean where it occurs,
the Levant.

16. And when the ship was caught,
and could not bear up into the wind (R.

V., face the wind), we let her drive (R: V.,
we gave way toit). Literally, “ could not look
the wind in the eye.” They were compelled
to scud before the gale (Howson) and were
driven out to sea.

18. And running under (R. V., under .
the lee of) a certain island which is
called Clauda, we had much work to
come by the boat (R. V., we were able
with difficulty to secure the hoat). Clauda, or
Cauda, now Gozzo, is 23 miles S E. of Crete.
The small boat was towed behind in fair
weather, but hoisted on boiwrd when a storm
came up. It was probably filled with water,
and the rolling of the ship made it difficult to
¢ secure ” it.

17. Which when they had taken up

A ROMAN SHIP IN A STORM.

(R. V., hoisted it up), they used helps,
undergirding the ship; and, fearing
lest they should fall into the quick-
sands (R. V., cast upon the Syrtis), strake
sail (R. V., they lowered the gear), and so
were driven. The “helps” were strong
cables, passed several times round the vessel,
to strengthen it against the strain upon its
timbers. The modern term for the process is
“to frap.” These * undergirders” formed
part of the regular outfit of an ancient vessel.
They also *“lowered the gear,” that is, the
heavy yard which carried the mainsail, and
everything that would make the vessel top-

heavy, leaving only enough canvas spread to
enable them to steer as close to the wind as
possible. This operation is called by sailors
*‘lying to.” The wind was carrying them
directly upon the dangerous shoals off the coast
of Africa called the Syrtes Major and Minor.
They layin the Gulf of Sidra, between Tunis and
Tripoli. They are not so formidable to modern
navigators with better ships and more accurate
charts. .

18. Andwe being exceedingly tossed
with the temp-=st, the next day they
lightened the ship. (R. V., and as we
labored exceedingly with the storm, the next
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day they began to throw the ficight over-
board). The storm increased in violence, so
that they found it necessary to lighten the
ship by throwing some freight overboacd.
This was probably merchandize other than
the main cargo, which was wheat (verse 38).

19. And the third day we cast out

. with our own hands the tackling of the

ship —The R. V. reads *‘they cast out with
their own hands.” Probably this is correct.
It was a work of sailors rather than passen-
gers. The *“tackling” is literally ¢ the fur-
niture” of the vessel, all the moveables and
utensils. Owing to imperfcct construction
ancient ships were always in danger of foun-
dering in a gale. .

20. And when neither sun nor stars
in many days appeared (R. V., shone
upon us) and no smali tempest lay on us,
all hope that we should be saved was
then taken away. This not only indicated
the severity of the storm, but showsus how
helpless they were, for befure the invention of
the mariner’s compass, many centurics after
this, the sun, moon and stars were the only
things that sailors had to steer by. Out of
sight of land, tossed in the tempest, with a
leaky vessel, no wonder they gave up hope of
reaching home again. Perhaps this state of
despair lasted to the end of the whole fort-
night (verse 27).

21. But after long abstinence (R. V.,
when they had been a long time without food)
Paul stood forth in the midstof them,
and said, Sirs, ye should have hearkened
unto me, and not have loosed from
Crete, and %o have gained this harm (R.
V., goiten this injury) and lgss. Paul does
not taunt them in their misery, but wishes to
make them heed the fresh advice he is about
to give. Their food is doubtless spoilt with
the water; no fire for cooking could be
kindled; the utensils may have been thrown
overboard ; and few would care to eat much
when death was staring them in the face every

day. We say ‘‘a man has made a loss,”
which is substantially the same as the phrase

in the text.

22. And now ! exhort you to be of
good cheer: for there shall be no loss
of any man’s life among you, but of the
ship. They all eapected to go to the botlom
with their frail vesscl, but Paul’s hopeful words
revived their courage.

23. For there stood by me this night
the angel of God R. V. of the God), whose
tam and whom | serve. Paul distinguishes
his God from those of the heathen, and avows
his devotiun for his service. It wasa ‘good
confession™ and would command their respect.
{Jonah 1: 9).

24. Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou
must be brought (R. V., stand) before
Ceasar : and, lo, God hath given (R. V.,
granted) thee all them thatsail with thee.
There was no doubt about Paul’s life being
spared, for God had determined that he should
stand bLefore Cresar. e could not, there-
fore, be drowned on the way. But in answer
t~ his prayers for his fellow voyagers their
lives too had been granted to him as a special
favor.

26. Wherefore, sirs, be of good
cheer: for | believe God, that it shall be
even as it was told me (R. V., hath been
told me).  The word fur *¢ be of good cheer
here and in verse 22 is a physician’s term in
reference to the sick keeping up their spirits,
and would be the expression naturally used by
Luke in reporting the substance of Paul’s
words. Nothing is more inspiring than faith.
Despondent men will follow a leader whose
courage and hope do nut falter, but when the
captain loses heart the soldiers turn cowards.
Paul, the prisoner, becomes the virtual com.
mander of the ship. Captain and centurion
both defer to his advice. In times of trial the
strong men come to the front.

28. Howbeit we must be cast upon
a certain island. Paul seems to'have had a
full revelation of all the details of the ship-
wreck. The island proved to be Melita, now
Malta,

ORIENTALISMS.
By Rev. R. G. Murison, 3. A., B. D.

The Skip and the Storm.— Ships in Syria
and Palestine and the islands of the east coast
of the Mediterranean are constructed similar
to the old-fashioned ships, and are propelled
by sails and not by steam. The natives have
no steamers of their own. Egypt. however,
has adopted the ways of Europe, and has
steamers as well as schools of navigation.
Steamers that run there belong to foreign
companics. These steamers have a certain
roule, stopping at certain points at fixed
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times, The French steamers, for instance,
stop at Jaffa, Beirouth (Beirut) and Cyprus
every two weeks., Nearly the same do the
Austrian and Russian steamers, and other
steamers irregularly. The native ships have
much business along the coast, where no
steamers stop, and for some kinds of gouds
which the steamers do not handle, Traffic
ameng the native sailing ships is very im-
portant. The sailors in them are very skillful
and experienced. Some ships which do not
hold more than four thousand bushels very
often traverse from one end of the Mediter-
ranean to the other, summer and winter.
They take wheat, oil, fruits, silk-cocoons and
wool from Syria to Naples, Marseilles, Odessa
and Trieste. They bring back many manu-
factured articles from all these ports. The
sailers in these ships do not study navigation
in schools ; they have no maps, they have no
instruments to measure the distance, and very
few captains possess a compass. They know
the route and the way to go by their own ex-
perience. They trust their memories aad
their minuteness of observation to which they
have trained themselves. They know the
dizection during the day from the sun, and by
the moon and stars they know it at night,
Sometimes these are obscured under clouds;

QUESTIONS

Under whose care did Paul sail to Italy?
What former companion in suffering sailed in
the same ship? (ch. 19: 29; 20: 4; Col. 4: 10;
Phil. 24) What kindness did tke centurion
show to Paul? At what port did they change
ship? Trace their route on the map? Where
did the captain wish to lay up for the winter?
Read description of a storm in Ps. 107: 25-27.

13.186. From what port did they sail?
Why did they keep near in shore? From
what direction did the gale burst upon them?
\Vhat is such 2 wind called now? Under the
shelter of what island did they run?

17. What difficulty did they have with the
small boat? How did they strengthen the
ship? What danger did they fear? IHow did
they prepare to weather the storm?

18. How did they lighten the ship? What
does this sacrifice of cargo to save life suggest
regarding something of more value thun life ?
(Matt. 16: 26; Luke 16: 8) How did Paul
value earthly honors and possessions? (Phil.

v

then they dependupon theirJown intelligence
and experience, Sometimes they make the
voyage successfully for long periods of time ;
and sometimes they experience great hard-
ships and misfortune in storms, as was the
case with the ship on which Paul was. In
winter the wind sometimes tears the sails and
breaks the mast, aud leaves the ship helpless.
Very often the gale is so severe that it carries
the ship out of its course in spite of all the
efforts of captain and crew. Frequently these
terrible conditions end in the ship being
wrecked on arock or an island. The natives
say of the Mediterranean that ¢‘the wind
quarrels with the water, and the ships pay
the penaity.” In winter storms are frequent
on this sea; butin summer it is very quiet
most of the time. The portions surrounding
the lower part of the Italian peninsula are the
roughest and most troublous of any. I re-
member that during my travels in that place,
three times in my life, which were all in sum-
mer, I found that it was stormy and the sea
was rough, although in other portions of the
Mediterranean through which I sailed a few
hours previous, the water was smooth and
cal,  And many of my friends and acquaint-
ances complained about the roughness of the

sea at this point.—S. S. World.

FOR STUDY.

3:7,8) What lesson may we learn from this
verse regarding our treatment of hinderances
in serving Christ ? (Heb. 12: 1)

19. What further sacrifice did they mrke ?
‘What other ship in the same wefers was light-
ened in & similar way? (Jonah 1: 5) What
is said of the value one sets upon his own life?
(Job 2: 4) What does Christ say is worth
more than life? (Mark 8: 35; Luke 9: 24, 25)

20. How did the absence of sun and stars
increase their peril?

2l. Why did Pau: remind them of his pre-
vious advice ?

22. What good news did Paul tell them?

28. From whom did he receive the news?
On what previous occasions had Paul reccived
special revelations? (ch. 9z 4; 22: 17-21; 162
g; 18: 9-16; 23: 11) Is there any promise of
special spiritual knowledge o thoze who fear
God? (Ps. 25: 14; Prov. 3: 32; Amor. 3: 75
‘Jokn 7: 17; Eph. 1: 9, 18)

24. Why could not Paul’s life be lost on
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this voyage? (ch. 23: 11) Why were the
lives of the others spared? How many per-
sons were in the ship? (verse 37) Some
¢ fear not.” (Isa. 4I: 10, 14; 43: 1, 2) Is
faith in God’s willingness to answer prayer
necessary to receiving what we ask? (Matt.
21: 22; Mark 9: 23; 11: 24) Instances of
faith in promlses. (Luke 1: 45; Rom. 4: 20,
21; 2 Tim, 1: 12)

TO BE ANSWERED IN WRITING.
( Sersior. )
1.—What purpose is referred toin 212

(s5)
2.—What dangers threatened the vessel?

(5)

3.—How did their being unable to see the
sun and stars increase their danger ?

4.—What did Paul say to cheer them? (5)

§5.—What did the angel say to Paul? (5)

|

!
|

(Intermediate. )
1.—What was the name of the wind that
drove the ship out tosea? (5)

2.—How did the sailors try to strengthen
the ship? (5)

3. How did they lighten the ship? (3)
4.—~Who brought Paul a message in the
night? (5)

5.—What did he say that God had given
Paul? (5)

PRACTICAL LESSONS.

This voyage of the Apustle Paul is the most
eventful journey on record. Millions who
have never heard of the great navigators and
explorers who have opened up the world to
commerce, have, map in hand, sailed, in
imagination, with the storm-tossed vessel
which bore the prisoner of Jesus Christ”™
(Eph. 3: 1). The lessons suggested are
numerous, but space compels us to be brief.

Thesouth wind blew softly—Lightning some-
times falls out of a clear sky. When we think
ourselves safest the danger may be nearest.
Times of ease and comfort are apt to be un-
guarded seasons. We need most vigilance in
spiritual matters when there is nothing trying
our steadfastness.

They lightened the ship—When life is in
danger men are willing to sacrifice everything
to preserve it. Yet how many are willing to
risk the soul’s life in order to gain or keep
what becomes worthless in the presence of
death. To an angel, the absorbing interests
of men must seem the uttermost folly.
A child pursuing the rainbow in order to find
the fabled pot of gold, is not more deluded
than those who forget the interests of eternity
in their attachment to things seen and tem-
poral.

1 exhort you to be of good cheer—Trouble
tests one’s religion. A man may pass for a
good sailor while the south wind blows softly,
but when Euroclydon comes down, and the
undergirdets have to be thrown around the
vessel, his seamanship is put to the test. The

(3

~

way in which christians bear disappointment,
pecuniary loss, misrepresentation, bereavement,
etc., reveals the depth and power of the divine
life in them. He who takes these things
patiently does well (f Pet. 2: 20), In this way
the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts
by the Holy Ghost, and the storm brings in-
ward peace and sunshine. When patieace has
bad its perfect work the christian sings :

Smite on! It doth not hurt me ncw;
The spear hath lost its edge of pain ;
And plercing thorns that bound my brow,
No longer leave their bleeding stain.

What once was woe is changed to bliss ;
What once was loss i3 now my gain;
My sorrow is my happiness;
Mp lite doth live by being slain.

The birth-pangs of those dreadtul years
Are like the midnight changeA to morn ;

And daylight shines upon my tesss,
Because the soul's great life is born.

The piercing thorns have changed to flowers;
And spears have grown to sceptres bright,
And sorrow’s dark and sunless hours
Become eternal days of light.

7 believe God.—One whose heart is stayed
upon God is sure to be 2 great stay to others,
“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose
mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth
in thee” (Isa. 26: 3). One who has God’s
promise need not worry as to how that prom-
ise will be carried out. He who kas given it
is abundantly able to make it good, and will
do so in the best way. Paul reached Romein
15)




- spite of siorms and venomous beasts, If he

could have got there just as well without these
dangers and hardships he would not have
been required to face them. Why this was
necessary we do not know, but that it was so
we believe as firmly as we believe in the wis-
dom and love of God.

Even as it was told me.-—The promise had
three assurances: (1) That there should be
no loss of life. Inasmuch as there were two
hundred and seventy-six souls on board, and
the vessel was leaking at every seam, the
saving of anyone seemed a most unlikely
thing. (2) That the ship would be lost.
There was not much hope of its holding to-
gether, so they could easily believe this. Yet
if the ship went to the bottom how could

[ . ' o

assuring him of safety. It was worth while
to have a deity who was so personally con-
cerned with his worshippers. The word of
the Lord was exactly fulfilled, and without
the use of any supernatural megns. Each one
acted for himself. Some reached the shore by
swimming, and the rest floated there on planks
and other things from the ship. God never
works miracles to carry out his word when
miracles are unnecessary. And yet the total
result here was hardly less than miraculous.
It hardly falls short of that, that out of so
many oot a single one should have been lost.
We can but feel that God was helping in all
that was done that His word might be re-
deemed. He had granted to Paul the lives
of all those sailing with him. Let that fact
cause us to pray with more fervency for the lives

those in it be saved? (3) That those in the | of g] those who sail with us on life’s voyage.
ship must be cast upon an island. There are | (\1 C, Hazard).

very few islands.in that part of the Mediter-
rancan, and the sailors had no idea where they
were, But God knew where Paul was. His

THOSE WHO TRUST IN GOD

angel had encamped round about him, and SHOULD BE

the rest were safe because Paul prayed for

them. Though the clouds hid the sun and ONTENTED

stars they could not shut out God. He is HEERFUL
OURAGEOQUS

always on the hither side, and would show to
these heathen Who *¢ gave to the sea his de-
cree, that the waters should not pass his
comandment ” (Prov. 8: 29). Their gods
during their awful stress and trial were dumb,
but an angel of the Lord staod by the apostie

“Be of good dhagy, fioy 3
believg @od.”

STirLEd CoNVICTIONS.—Amid the superficial.cares and pleasures ol a worldly existence a man’s deeper
natute may glumber; the surface-ripple of the stream of common life may fill the sense and lull the soul to
sleep. but to almo-t every one there come oc¢ asions when the smooth current of the life of sense is inter-
rupted, and his true selt is d to a temporary wakeful In the stillness of the lonely sick-bed ¢ id
worldly reverses, in declining health, or under bitter bereavement—in such passages of man’s history, the
soul, eternity, God, become for the moment real things, and the most thoughtless and worldly-minded is
forced to pause and think. Or, sgain, when the man listens to some very earnest exhibitioa of divine truth,
or is brought into contact with one who is living a very hols, pure, unselfish life, a paintul impression of his
own deficien: fes—a tiansient glimpss of a nobler, purer ideal of life, to which his own presents a miserable
contrast—may visit his mind. Instead of seeking true comfort by the steady, however paintul, contempla-
tion, and then, through God's grace, by the deliberate, persevering correction of its evil selt, the mind too
often seeks a specdier but most unreal satistaction, by forgetting its convictions, and seeing itsell only in
the false glass of the world's opinions. Thus, with many, life is but a continuous endeavor to forget and
keep out of sight their true selves—a vain eluding and outstripping of a realiny which is still” ever with
them, and to the consciousness of which they must one day awake.—Caird.

The Sabbath School Committee has decided to issue no special order blank this
year, so bs to prevent confusion, seeing that the one relating to lesson helps will be
sent out by the Record Committee, Yet the convener will be glad to procure any
supplies, not published by our own church, if the orders are sent to him. Thereis a
slight profit to the Committes on all such orders. Address Rev. T. F. Fothering-
ham, St. John, N. B.
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Primacy Deposiment.
Edited in connection with the Prémary Quarterly for Little Folks, by Mr. & Mrs, GEORGR
' H. ARCHIBALD, Montreal, P, Q.

_ PREVIEW.
GoLpeN TEXT FOR THE QUARTER: ¢ God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting fe,.—
John 3: 16.
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The last quarter of the year is taken up with Paul and his writings. The Lessons are as
follows ¢
 Lesson I Paul’s last journey to Jerusalem. Acts 21: 1-15.
¢ II, Paula prisoner at Jerusalem, Acts22: 17-30,

(313)




‘ ’ N -

LessonIII. Paul before the Roman governor. Acts 24 : 10-25.
¢ IV. Paul before King Agtippa. Acts 26: 19-32.
*¢ V., Paul’s voyage and shipwreck, Acts 27 : 13-26.
¢ VI Paulin Melita and Rome. Acts 28: 1-16.
# VII. Paul’s ministry in Rome, Acts 28: 17-31.
¢ VIII. The Christian armour. Ephe. 6: 10-20,
¢ IX. Salutary Warnings. I. Pet. 4: 1-8.
¢ X, Christ’s humility an exaltation, Phil2: 1-11,
¢¢ XI. Paul’slast words. Il Tim. 4: 1-8, 16-18.
¢ XII John's message about sin and salvation. I. John 1: §to2: 6.
¢ XIII. Review— *

It will be seen that all the lessons of the quarter but two closely touch the life of Paul, and
we therefore suggest, that in teaching them to the younger classes, we group them around the
idea of PAUL THE IHERO. This will enable us to appeal to the continuity characteristic of
the child, and we will interest when we suggest that we are going to bring to them twel-
stories about a great and a brave man  Let us make our lessons for the quarter one continued
story about Paul the hero,

We have chosen as our Preview Thought for each lesson the following :

Lesson I. Isabout Paul the willing hero.

¢« II ¢ ¢¢ suffering hero,
s III e ¢ ¢ fearless hero.

“ IV, e ¢ ¢ preaching hero.
“ V., t« ¢ ¢ cheerful hero.
¢ VL “ ¢ ¢ trusting hero.
¢ VIIL o ¢ ¢ faithful hero.
“ VIIL “ ¢ ¢ prepared hera,
“ IX. i ¢ ¢ watchful hero.
¢« X v ¢ ¢ humble hero.
¢ XL c €€ ¢¢ yictorious hero.
¢ XIL “ ¢ ¢ rewarded hero.

The important principle of ¢ definiteness ™ in teaching, suggests to us that we should have
one central thought for the quarter. We have chosen Paul the hero as that thought. This
principle also guides us in the choice of a central, definite thought, for each lesson of the
twelve,

The wise teacher will keep both in mind, and will bend all the energy toward the emphasi-
2ing of this one definite, spiritual thought.

Expenenced teachers know the importance of review. Keeping one central, definite
thought, in view in each lesson, and one central, definite thought, in the quarter, makes review
easy—easy for scholar, easy for teacher.

. Through the eye to the heart is the quickest way. Therefore, in our teaching work from
week to week, let us use the blackbvard. For review purpuses let us take therefrom, each
week, an abstract, and place it upon a review chart or blackboard.

For this quarter we suggest the following plan :

First—Put the ““abstract,” as suggested in the cut preceding, upon twelve pieces of paper
or cardboard. On review Sunday call each piece a stone, and build before the class as you
review the story of his life, a monument to Paul the hero. Or

Second—Carry out the same idea, using a blackboard, and as you review draw the monu-
ment, of course beginning at the bottom and going up. Or

Third—From Sunday to Sunday build the monument with paper, or drawing on the black-
board. If you follow this plan, which is really the best, on review Sunday you will need to
erase everything and begin at the bottom and build the monument over again.

It would be well during the quarter to explain, and have memorized, the Golden Text of
the quarter, and the closing thought of the review would Le, that Paul the hero spent his hfe
in telling others about God’s love. So should we.
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: LESSON I—October 8rd, 1897.
Paul's Last Journey to Jerusalem. Acts 21: 1-15,

I. GOLDEN TEXT: ¢‘Iam readynot to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for
the name of the Lord Jesus.” Acts 21: 13.

II. PRRVIEW THOUGHT FOR THE QUARTER: Paul, the hero.

111. PREVIEW THOUGHT FOR To-DAY's LEssON: Paul, the willing hero.

IV. REeVIEW: A few questions about what we learned from last quarter’s lesson— from
God’s word —The Light.

V. SyNopsis OF LrssoN: Our lesson begins with the close of Paul’s missionary
journey. He is now on his way to Jerusalem. Intuitively he seems to know that there is
danger and persecution in store for him, After saying farewell to the church at Ephesus, the
members of which had come down to Miletus to see him, he sailed for Caesarea, going *¢ with
a straight course unto Cos,” From thence, he went to Rhodes, and Patara and Tyre. Here
he tarried seven days; met the brethren, who advised Paul not to go to Jerusalem; changed
ship, and sailed for Ptolemais. Here he remained one day, was “saluted by the brethren,”
and then departed for Caesarea, At Caesarea he abode in the house of Philip, the evangelist,
he who was one of the seven chosen— Acts 6: 5. During his stay in Caesarea a prophet from
Judea came down and joined with the others in trying to persuade Paul to forgo his visit to
Jerusalem. He took Paul’s girdle, and with it bound his hands and feet, as a symbol of what
should befall the owner, The spirit of God was leading the apostle, and he remonstrated
with them, closing with the words of the Golden Text: ‘I am ready not to be bound only,
but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.”

IV. SUGGRSTIVE STepS IN TEACHING THE LESSON:

1. Whatis a hero? Illustration No. 1.

In the middle of a beautiful square in the city of Saiat John, N. B., stands a monument,
erected to the memory of a noble boy—his name was Fred Young. A few years ago, during
an awful storm, Fred, whilst standing beside the sea-shore, sawa boy, much smaller than him.

- JEREEEREANRE e A s R self, fall off a wharf
ginto the water. He
knew the boy would be
drowned if some one
did not go to his assist-
fance. There was no
one near who was will-
fing to help the boy.
Fred knew this, and
[ knew there was great
j danger, for the storm
g was raging and the
§ winds were high, but he
as willing to risk his
fe to save the boy.
% He put a life preserver
PR : . b - around him, and gave
the life-line to some one who was standing on the shore. Then he made his way out in
the water until he reached the drowning boy. He seized him and had only stiength to lif
himself up in the water and call to the man who was holding the life-line, ‘ Now haul us in.’
But the man had let the life-line slip through his hands, and Fred Young and the boy he had
tried to save were both drowned. Fred was a hero and was willing to risk his life for the sake
of others,
~ Illustration No. 2. Pierre was fishing one day out of a hole in a deep pond. The pond
was near the roadside, and just across was farmer Brown's orchard, and it was the time of year
when the trees were loaded with apples. There was a high fence all around the orchard, S0
: (315)




high that the boys could not climb over it, but just over the top the fruit.could be seen on the
trees. Three tramps came along and tried to get through a hole that had been made in the
fence, but finding the hole too small, they turned to Pierre and said, ‘‘Here, you boy, crawl
in through this hole and get us some apples.” Pierre thought a moment, and then said “No, I
won't steal apples for you or anybody else.” ‘“Nonsense,” cried the men, “‘go in and get us
some of these apples or we'll duck you in the pond.” Pierre saw that they meant what they
said, but again he said ““No.” The men drew near to him, took hold of him and said,
““Now look here, boy, go in there and get us some apples or under the water you'll go.”
Pierre looked at them and said, *‘ Mother says it is wrong to steal, and God says, Thou shalt
not steal.” But the men would not listen to him, and under the water little Pierre went,
‘When they pulled him out they said, ““Now go and get us some apples or we'll duck you
under again.” “No," said Pierre, and under the water again he was put. When they pulled
him out again, they looked at him and saw by his face that he was determined not to do what
was wrong. ‘They left him and went their way. Brave little Pierre, God was watching him,
and was pleased with his faithfulness.

2. Paul was a hero; God’s spirit led him,

3. Paul's king was Jesus. Be careful and make the idea clear to the children.

A. Hinderances to Paul. (a) Friends at Tyre. (8) Agabus. (¢) Philip and the others;
(make a map and sketch journey.) Heroes for Jesus sake will always have some one who will
try to hinder them from doing the right; perhaps friends or enemies. Paul's friends, and after-
wards his enemies tried to persuade him from doing right. ~

§. The true hero is the one who is always willing and ready to do what he knows God
wants him to do, Tell how, at the battle of Balaclava, the famous ‘‘Charge of the Light
Brigade” was made. Six hundrel men, whose officer mistook the order given, charged boldly
marched into certain death against the whole Russian army, rather than hesitate to obey a
command.

He who would be a hero must be ready to obey even tho’ he has to suffer for it.

6. Paul said:—(Here teach the Golden Text.) )

7. Who wants to be a hero? Who will trust God and always do what He says? Who is
ready? .

8. Write down names or initials of those who first say “I,”” and then close by asking how
we can be heroes this next week ?

LESSON I1—Octcber 10th, 1897.
Paul a Prisoner at Jerusalem. Acts 22: 17-30.

I GoLDEN TexT: “If any man suffer as a christian let him nct be ashamed,
1 Pet, 4: 16.

II. Preview THOUGHT FOR THE QUARTER: Paul, the hero.

III. Preview THOUGHT FOR TO-DAY's LEssoN: Paul, the suffering hero,
IV. Review:

1. After Paul said farewell to the churches at Ephesus where did he go?

2. At whose house did he and his companions stay at Caesarea?

3. What did the prophet foretell about Paul?

4. What kind of a man was Paul?

V. Synopsis oF Lesson: Notwithstanding the expostulations of his friends Paul went
on to Jerusalem. He was gladly received by the brethren there, and there a formal meeting was
held by the elders of the church. Paul rehearsed the things that God had, through his ministry,
wrought amongst the Gentiles, and they glorified God.  Paul plainly taught the Gentiles
salvation without circumcision, and the elders knew that the Jews in Jerusalem, because of
this so called heretical teaching, would be aroused against him. They suggested that, as a
means of pacification, he should fulfill the rights of purification connected with the Nazarite
vow he had taken, and thus show the people that he still adhered to at least some of the
customs of Moses. Notwithstanding this, the Jews, which were of Asia, his old enemies,
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stirred up the people, laid hands on him, and beat him. But for the intervention of the chief
captain, a Roman officer, they would have killed him. As soon as he was rescued he asked
leave to speak to the people, and in a courteous manner he addressed them ; telling the
story of his life and conversion. They would not listen to him, however, but cried, as they
did to the Saviour, away with him. Paul was bound and was about to be scourged, but when
he made known that he was a Roman citizen he received better treatment, and the Jews were
commended to bring their witnesses that he should be tried in the proper way,

VI. SucGESTIVE STEPS IN TEACHING THE LESSON:

1. Have the chil- : y — v
dren tell the now N N R U
familiar story of Lit- i . N e PI ERRE '~
tle Pierre the hero. . " Rt BN i ‘

2. Review last KNS A AL S A S
Sunday’s lesson, be- N : ' .
ginning by asking who
was a hero last week?
How? Thus recalling
the readiness of Paul,
the hero, to go any-
where, to do anything
his master would have
him do, etc., etc.

3. Tell the story
of Paul in Jerusalem.

{2) Reception of
friends, (§) Hate of : ; ; —

- enemies, and rescue from same. (¢) The vow of the Nazarite. (d) The anger of the
enemies, and the assault upon Paul. (¢) His address to them, and their continued hatred.
(7) The binding of Paul, etc. ' .

4. Heroes must be willing to suffer.

(@) Pierre was. HOW?

(5) Stephen was, HOW?

(¢) Paul was. HOW?

5. They were not ashamed. Here teach the Golden Text.

6. Call for those who are ready, if need be, to suffer, referring to last week’s lesson, and
bringing the truth of to.day’s lesson home hy asking: How will we .be Heroes this week?
Thus we begin the lesson at a ““point of coiuact,” and, what is an equally important principle
to keep in mind, end it also at a point of contact.

LESSON I{ll.—QOctober 17th, 1897.

Paul before the Roman governor. Acrs 24: 10-235.

I. GorpeN TEXT: “ Fear thou not, for I am with thee.” Isa. 41: fo.
II. PrevVIEW THOUGHT FOR THE QUARTER : Paul, the hero.
III. PReEVIEW THOUGHT FOR TO-DAY’S LESSON : Paul, the fearless hero,
IV. Review: I. What did the Jews try todc to Paul when he went to Jerusalem ?
2. Who rescued Paul from the Jews ?
3. Where was he then taken? .
4. Why was he not beaten by the Roman soldiers?

V. Synopsis oF LEssoN : After the assault made in the temple court upon Paul, and his
rescue by the chief captain and his soldiers, the Apostle, after some preliminaries, was sent
under a strong escort of soldiers to Caesarea, for trial. That this escort was necessary is shown
by the record, which informs us that forty men had bound themselves by an oath that they
would neither eat nor sleep till they had killed Paul.  After five days the leaders of the Jews
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came from Jerusalem to attend the trial andt estify against Paul. They brought with them a
fawyer, one Tertullus, to plead theircause. Paul was tried before Felix, the Roman governor.
Three charges were made against him : 1Ist, Sedition ; 2nd, Heresy ; 3rd, Profanation of the
Temple,

The first he answered with an emphatic denial. To the second he said : ¢¢ After the way
which they call heresy, so worship I the God of my fathers.,” To the third charge heanswered:
Tkcy cannot prove what they say ; let them bring witnesses. The verdict of Felix was a
postponement until the chief captain came down. Some days after, Felix sent for Paul, who
appeared before him and his wife Drusilla. 'When Paul reasoned of righteousness, temper-
ance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled and said : ““Go thy way for this time, when I
have'a convenient season I will call for thee,”

SUGGESTIVE STEPS IN TEACHING THE LESSON :

1. What is the dif-
ference betweena
hero and a coward?
We will learn to-day.
Little Pierre was a.
hero ; if he had been
afraid, and done what
the man told him
{Lesson II), he would
have been a coward.

2. Cur lesson is
about two men to-day

S RSWTEONS , Ut A
- S?‘j :"9,\““9\'“'“, . C AN ESY —one a hero, and one

» _Y\\\.\.’D“ EACE - FRAID OF. B acoward. Write the
SARREEE : Tt & Lo T | words—HERO
COWARD. The
name of vne was
Paul,

' 3. Review the last two lessons.

4. Tell about the intervening events : (2) Paul’s danger in Jerusalem. (8} The plot to kill
him (23: 12.) The deliverance, and the help given by the son of Paul’s sister. (c) The escort
to Coesarea up to—

5. The trial of Paul. Make a rough sketch and some marks to stand for—(e) Paul, ()
his guards, (¢) Ananias, Tertullus and the Jews, (@) Felix.

6. Two men—Paul, Felix., Show two hearts and pin them under the words PAUL THE
HERO, and FELIX THE COWARD. Why the difference? Make double hearts, by fold-
ing thin pieces of cardboard or paper and cutting the shape of hearts, leaving only 2 small
piece uncut at the top to keep them joined together. Draw from one heart the words,
RIGHTEOUS, SELF-CONTROLLED, full of PEACE; and from the other, SINFUL,
INTEMPERATE, AFRAID OF GOD. Dwell on this last: He who is a hero is not afraid
of God. He who is doing right is not afraid of God. Felix was. Paul was not.

7. Tell of the trial ; the verdict—verses 22 and 23.

8. Tell of the second interview between Paul and Felix, when Drusilla was present. What
made Felix tremble? A consciousness of wrong in his heart,

9. Paul wasa hero. Felix was a coward. Why?

10. Which am I like? Use an index hand.

LESSON 1V.—October 24th, 1897,
Paul before King Agrippa. Acts 26: 19-32.

1. GorLpeN TexT: “ Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I
confess also before my Father which is in heaven.” Matt. 10: 32.
(318)
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II. PREVIEW THOUGHT FOR THE QUARTER: Paul, the hero.

III. PREVIEW THOUGHT ¥OR To-DAY’s LEssoN: Paul, the preaching hero.

IV. Review:

1. To what city was Paul sent by the chief captain?

2, Befpre whom was he tried there?

3. What kind of a man was Felix?

4. Why was Paul not afraid ?

V. Synopsis oF LrssoN: After the deposition of Felix, Porcuis Festus was appointed
in his stead. We do not know much about Festus, but he was a better man then Felix. He
wanted to show favor to the Jews, and, while he would not consent to have Paul brought up
to Jerusalem, he agreed to hear what they had to say against him, provided they came to
Caesarea. The Jews, being so determined agrinst Paul, left only one safe way for him, and
he therefore appealed unto Caesar. Festus granted the appeal, and while awaiting removal
from Caesarea to Rome, King Agrippa and his wife, Bernice, made a visit to Festus, and, being
told of Paul’s case, desired to hear him, With great pomp and show the crowd assembled;
therve being present Agrippa, Bernice, Festus, the chief captains and other men of influence.
The most prominent of all would be King Agrippa. He was a man of bad character and
reputation, as also was Bernice. The king signified to Paul that he was permitted to speak
for himself, and our lesson to-day is taken from the closing words of his address, and the con-
versation between Paul, Festus and Agrippa.

VI. SuGGESTIVE STEPS IN TEACHING THE LESSON :

1. Review with the two hearts used in last lesson in the hand, drawing out the words from
each heart the same as last week.:

2. Explain intervening events. The removal of Felix, and the new governor, Festus, and
also the visit of the wicked King Ag'nppa and Bernice. Tell how wil. great pomp and
show they, with the . — .
chief captains and
principle men as-
sembled. Illustrate it
it if you like by some |
scene of pomp and
show which the chil-
dren may know of or §
have read about. Tell
them of the King of ¥R
kings. Satan was the
king of King Agrip-
pa, but Jesus was the
King of Paul.

3. Tell of Paul
being brought, doubt-
less with a Roman
soldier‘on each side e . :
of him, and perhaps many more close at hand. Put some marks on the board to represent
and make real the assembly.

4. Was Paul afraid? Would you have been? Paul was a hero. He knew God would
stand beside him, and he trusted Him. When he was given permission to speak for himself
he did not think so much of himself, but of the message Jesus had given him to speak. Festus
was not a christian; Agrippa, the wicked king, was not a christian, and Paul pointed them {0
Jesus, He told them what Jesus had done for him, and said that as long as he lived he would
point people to Jesus, whether they were rich or poor, great or small.

5. Tell the story of Willie, the Preacher: ¢ When I get big enough I'm going to bea
preacher,” said Willie one day. ““What is a preacher?” aaked grandma. Willie looked sur-
prised.  “Don’t you know what a preacher is? A preacher is the man that tells people what
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the Bible means. And he says, ‘Thitdly, my brethren,” And everybody listens to him, It’s
nice to have people listen to you.” 'Grandma smiled. I think you are big enough to preach
now,” she said, ¢ Really and truly, grandma ?” asked the little boy eagerly. *‘Yes, really
and truly.,” “I’'m ’fraid not,” said Willie, after a few moments of thought, *‘or I'd know how,
and I don’t.” ‘“What does the preacher do first?” asked grandma. ‘“He takes a text and
then he ’splaing it. I can’tdo that.” O yes, you can,” said grandma. ““Here isa good -*
text for you to explain: ¢Keep thy tongue from evil and thy lips from speaking guile,” ““There’s
nothirg to *splain *bout that,” said Willie, *‘You just be careful what youn say,” ‘A good text,
though, for my little preacher’s first sermon. I should like to have him preach from it for a
week.” ¢‘Preacha week! Why, grandma, I can’t.” “‘Can’t you keep your lips from evil
for one week?” Willie looked thoughtful. *‘Would that be preaching?” he asked. It
would, and the very best kind. A good preacher h~s to preach that way, or people will not
‘listen to what he says in the pulpit.” *Well,” said Willie with a sigh, I suppose I can try;
but I wasn’t thinking ’bout that kind of preaching.” ¢You'll be showing everybody what
that verse in the Bible means, you know,” said grandma. “‘And that is my best way to
preach.” All the weck Willie was careful of his tongue and again and again asked Jesus to
keep his tongue under control. The end of the weck came. ““ How do you like preaching ?”
asked grandma.  “Why, I like it; but grandna, I guess everybody must have been preaching
’bout that text, for everybody has been so kind to me.”

6. Which way am I pointing? Agrippa, because of his sinful life, pointed others to Satan
and not to Jesus.

7. Write down some ways in which boys and girls can point others to Jesus, etc., etc.

8. Teach the Golden Text.

NoOTE. As the teacher proceeds use the index hand as suggested in cut.

FOUR PRINCIPLES OF TEACHING.

" I, ExamprLB. This is perhaps the most important of all principles. Example is more
potent than precept. The law may be stated as follows:—Be, as you would have your
scholars become.

II. AparrioN. It is impossible for us to teach the child without putting ourselves in a
greater or fess degree in the place of the young. To do this, we must know zke sckolar, so as
to adapt ourselves to his condition. We must know ke Zesson, so that having sunlight clear-
ness of the truth, we may make it plain to the child mind.

III. Co-oPBRATION. We can learn nothing by merely attending to a thing. Any pass-

ive condition of the mind is incapable of acquiring knowledge, therefore, we must seek to stir
the scholar’s activity. The law may be stated thus:—Keep the mind active, not through
force, not through fear, but through interest.
* IV, SvsteEM. Our teaching should be systematic. A carefully planned logical arrange-
ment of the lesson will help your scholar to understand the truth. Therefore, ¢ Plan your
work, and work your plan.” Always begin at the known, and pass (using an illustration if
necessary) to the unknown,

Teaching is not telling, it is causing another to know. Knowledge i$ truth discerned. Be-
gin at the point of contact, and thus stir up the the child’s self activity, keep attention through
interest, or by the use of illustration, thus making him think and discern the truth for himself.

TEACHER TRAINING.

Prof. Campbell’s Analysis of the text-book in Zeacker Training, ““The Bible the Sunday
School Text-book,” was concluded in the August number of the Monthly. The convener will
be pleased to furnish the numbers containing it on receipt of 25 cents.
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