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Monday, and the second, on Saturday, for subscribe
and their families; 20 another mass is said, on thyl
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CONSECRATION OF THE BASILICA OF
ST.-ANNE OF BEAUPRE.

_ Por many years past the church of *the
St, Anne™ has borne the+*:tle and enjoyed the-privilegy

of a Basiiica. She had then no need to envy her eld
sister-churches of Apt and Auray, nor the youngg
he was & Busiligg

nnes of 1a Salefte and Lourdes. S
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.-a royal house, the palace of our bdloved Patroness,
hence St. Anne.was pleased to dispenge her royal
bounty. But there was still wanting the holy unotion
tvhich would bestow on the building a still more sacred
haracter, and the consecration which would devote it
or ever to the worship of the one trne God, the King -
f kings, and Lord of lords. ‘
! His Eminence the Cardinal Archbizhop of Quebec,
“» devoted and zealous promoter of devotion to St. Anne,
esponded to the eurnest desires of all Canadian
at}l)xolics, at home and mbroad, by consenting to
erform the august fanction of consccrating the .
Basilica. This beautiful temple had been erected to the -
glory of their loved mother by the genercus love of
the faithful, and it was fitting that it should be rendeired
till holier, still more sugust and venerable. Tt was
tting that solemn possession should be taken of it in
4he name of the three divine Persons, ir that of the
mmaculate Qaeen of Iloaven, in that of gond St, Anne,
was fitting that the faithfal should have a certit :de
hat their dear mother would never have to leaveeit,
Hat it should alnays be her home, and that for ever it
ofld be ¢ the house of God and the gate of Hedven!
Everything was prepared for the great soletnnity.
’he Archbishops and B hops of the Province of -
uebec, assembled in the Capital for the Council of -
ublic Instruction, proceeded to St. Anme’s in orderto - -
‘énder homage to that great Saint, and to take part in.
he august ceremony. The seven Pontiffs who iveie
) conwecrate the Basilica and the altars fasted on the
-4ave and morning of the ceremony. The parishioners
£ St. Anne's likewise fasted as appointed by the
itual, in order to draw down the blessings of Heaven'
11 the church and on their families, )

On the previous evening, the Bishops &nd many
smbers of the clergy had come to St. Anng's in the
samboat, having a delightful passage. The wedther
a8 like summer, and the lovely sconery of the Béaupré
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hills showed to advantage in the limpid atmospheref
Qur besutiful Canadian sky had never been more;
faithfally reflected in the waters of the St. Lawrencei -
and on both sides of the river the verdure stood out} .-
een and fresh against the more sombre back-groundf .
of the Laurentian Mountains and the chain of hills
that runs through the Island of Orleans. :
It was the season of the spring-tides, and on thej .
morrow the N. E.wind blew at its ease, the temperature
became chilly and some rain fell from time to time} .
But St. Anne is too good and wise not to conform to the; -
dis(fositions of divine Providence. From the Basilice
and from the houmses in the villags streamed nume;
rous bright colored flags waving gaily, and 'ch(r
wind bore away the joyous and sonvrous peals of th
splendid church-bells, their lovely harmonies annouu;
cing the good tidings of the consecration to those wh} ;

dwelt afar. l
- At eight o'clock another contingent of priests arrived .-
swelling the number of olergy, regular, seculai ;
and seminarists present, to about one hundred ang- ﬁ
ty; While a cardinal, two archbighops, seven bishops; 3
‘besides domestic prelates, canons, superiors of reli %i
gious houses and of seminaries, had by common accord” ¢
met together to honor the august Patronessof Canads” o
The ceremony of consecration commences outside
of the church, before the principal entrance. Kneelinf
on 5 faldstool beneath a baldaquin or canopy decke
with evergreens, the consecrator implores the blessir *;
of God and the protection of the Heavenly Court, whil,
the Litany of the Saints is being sung. The Pontiffy ,;
assistants were Abbé Gauvreau and Abbé Laflammi
the former of whom had shewn the greatest zealfi - -,
the glory of St Anne, and had worked persevering!
for the majesty of her sanctuary, during the poritl,
when he had had charge of the parish, A chd =
ander the ‘direction of Reverend Father Mallengid =
_.and consisting of the asual parish-choir aided by sor 5

=
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_f tho Redemptorist Fathers, executed the diffcult
~__snusio of this lengthy ceremony with singular verve
. «nd procision, . )
! As tho ordinary choir books did not contsin the
-usic to be sung on this particular occasion, use was
siade of small specially-noted books, prepared accord-
=g to the Ratis}l))onne school. Music of this method is
“ister and more easily sung than our ordinary plain
~hant, and by making use of it there “was less delay
-2ad more variety, we might almost say, more harmony
the ceremony. .
;Under the skilfal direction of Abbé Gagnon, Masfer
 ceremonies to the Cardioal Archbishop of Quebes,
severy thing was conducted with perfect regularity
~“=ud ease ; there were no mistakes or hesitation in the
~sirformance of the multiplied and complicated cere-
_snbmes of the function, somewhat rarely seen, of
_wxnsecrating a church. .
° The consecrating Pontiff and the greater aumber-of
73 assistants witnessed this marvellous Catholic rite
" far the first time. IHis Grace the Archbishop of
_%0ntreal slone was familiar with these details of the
“qurgy through his uwn experience, since he can connt
. +:most as many churches consecrated by his own hands
szhe counts years of priesthood. -

; ~In the arch-diocese of Quebec there are very few
- -ngecrated churches. The oldest is that of Ste Famille’
y ;=i the Island of Orleans, consecrated in 1745, by
.::3hop Puntbriand , then cums the Hotel-Dieu chapel,
. <onsecrated by Bishop Plessis, in 1803, and the parish-
¥ wurchoes of Charlesgourg, (1) Lotbinitre, Ste Croix,
, #d Ste Anne de la Pocatidre, which have all been
, :omsecrated within the last fifty years. -
. . Afler the singing of the Litany of the Saints, which’
p iroaks off at, Ab omni isalo, hbera nos, Domine, the

P
]
|
f

o
4

2l) The church ot Chanegbourg was consecrated in 1830, By
szhop Signai of Quebee,

\,(,\- .
s -
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Pontiff blesses the water destined for the exterior L o
aspersion of the building, and goes round the churchy o
for the first time, asp »rging it with a ¢ prinkler made off Dy
cedar, instead of boing made of hys:op as mentioned in} v hi
the ritual. Three times dves the Pontiff proceed round} -
the church, and thres times, mounting the steps that
lead to the principal entrance, ho strilces the door with
his crozier, and the fullowing dialogue ensues between
the Pontifl and u deacon who has remained alone in
the church, the sublitne words of which dialoguc rocall] ose
to mind that great day when tho Saints enteredf ~hi
into the heavenly Jerusalem. {
# Lift up your heads, ye princes, says the Pontiff
and be ye {if‘ted up, ye etornal gates, and the King of “ehi
glor%will enter.”’ * 3¥a
“Who is the King of glory 7™ asks the deacon from’ :

the interior of the church.
. «The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord migh
in battle,” replies the Pontiff. ty}’ B
The third time, on the deacon asking:  Who is the
King of glory ? " the Poutifl and clergy reply : t The, z
Lord of armies, he is tho King of glory ” and, as if.
_ impatient to cross the throshold of tho sanctuary,
they continue, raising their voice louder each timey
“ dperite, aperite, aperitc ! Opon, open, O en.”
Theclergy alone enter. ¢ Peace be to this dwelling,”’ :
says the Pontiff. And all present reply, Amen. Then -=Hi
the choir sings :  Eternal peace be to this dwelling feacl
in the name of the Eternal Gol. May the Peace whicll - His
lasts for ever, the Son of the Father, bo the peace «f the
this dwelling. May the peace of the holy Consoler s
gent to this houso and dwell in it.—Zacheus, thej 0¥ the
continue, hasten to descend, for this day will 1 dweg ~ The
in thy house. And Le hastened to descond and joyfally +=:ds
received the Lord into his house. On that day we wpil a
galvation given to that house.” Alleluia. ? -Zhe
The Veni Creator is then sung, and is followed b A5,
the Litany of the Saints, during which the namest ¥<23rv
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¥io titalar Saints of the Charch and of the altars to bo
Snsecrated ave rapeated.

%hich is alternated with Jacol's words: . This place
% indeed wondorful; it is no other than the houso of
&0d and the gate of Hoaven,” the Pontiff, with the
“azaff of his crozier, iuscribes the Greek and Latin
'é%?)habets on some ashes proviously spriakled upon
He floor of the church in the form of a St. Androw's
7ross, & rite which symbolizes the two languages in
~hich the Apostles greacbed the Guspel,
The Pontiff standi
nsecrato blosses water, salt, wino and ashes, with
“which mixture he nsperges the altar, the walls of the
‘i@sﬂica three times, and the floor of the church from

h) altar-stap to the principal ontrance. Daring this
u}i‘{’ ¥ other six counsecrating Bishops vest for the

egerved for each of them.
is Grace the Ai.hbishop of Montreal was the

¥, .

:His Lordship the Bishop of Three Rivers, of
,”' 84! Alphonsug’.

n ~=His Lordship the Bishop of Rimouski, of S,
! d&achim’s . : .
i *His Lordship the Bishup of Sherbiovke, of the altas
¥ 9 the Holy Family. '

mg “Tis Lordship the Bishop of St. Hyucinth, of the altar

o

5 6¥the Sacred Hoart.

L 9here were likewise present in the sanctuary Their
I ¥sardships the Bishops ‘of Nicolet and Chicoutimi, as
x wall as His Lordship the Vicar Apostolic of Pontige,
| -Z'he consecration of the high -altar, dedicated to"St
j 4%ne, the gift of the faithfal in the diocese, was
¢ reanrved by right for His Eminence the Cardinal.

Z; i

““{During the singing of the Benedictus, each versa of -

ng opposite thg altar he is to

emony, and a portion of the abuve named mixture .

secrator of the Altar of Our Lady of Perpetual -
]

is (ivaco the Archbishop of Ottaws, of St. Joseph's -
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We mustnowgiveashortdeseription of this large ang - .
magnificent altar, a worthy tribute of piety and gmté
* tude offered to their beloved Mother and Patroness by -
the faithful of the arch-diocese of Quobec. Besides, {(‘f -
is the only onc of the consecrated altars that is com/, ¥
pletely finished. That of our Lady of Perpotual Hel® %
awaits the arrival of the artist who is to ereot the .=+
remainder of it, and it also awaits the continued gene! *
rosity of our subscribers who are to defray the expons! ¥
of it. The high-altar at St Anne's does honor to t}f:?ag
artistic genius which concoived and executed th{.-¥
lan, as woll #s to the wise discornment of thl =
everend Fathers, who have procured a master piec; -
the beauty, richness and majesty of which are ii.8
accordance with the generosity shown by the faithfc %
who contributed to its eroction. The semi-circuls:
steps loading up to the altar are of yellowish yre vy
maxrblo, with squares of grey veined marble let ix. ¢
ths floor of the altar-platform there is a lovely pie: .y
_of marble mosaiv work having a star in the centre of yJ’ ‘B
low, brown und white marble, and on each side, Maltes -z
* crosses of yellotv and brown marble. Six small flute &
pillars with gilt capitals support the altar-slab, wh
is made of a single piece of polished black marble.
the marble pavement beneath the altar are traced &)F
~ following words taken from St Thomas Aquing-3
Lauda Sion : In figuris presignatur. This inscription} 3
the key-note to the eucharistic symbols soulptur w4
in relief on the wall of the recess underneath the al
the high priest adoring God in the Holy of Ho‘l?gi;{z
the sacrifice of Melchieedech offering breeu and wit B
_and the sacrifice of Abraham immolating his o
Son, Isaac, a figure of God’s only Son, immolatedf "
the redemption of the world, ,
This altar, like that of the great Roman Basilic- z,
notwithstanding the richness of the materials and I .
perfection of the workmanship, recalls those off.
primitive Church by its noble simplicity. There ist,

-
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0 step for the eandle-sticks which are of enamoelled
41t bronze, but above it is the elegant taberaacle
=wHerein the eucharistic God reposes, From & marble
,() ‘i5ais that resembles a stone foundation, rise six
P :zeathed columns, with flowered capitals, supporting
4mell cupola surmounted by a cross. This taber-
sale completes the altar, for the liturgy allows of the
sion of the two parts which were separated in tho
imitive ckurches ; the altar for the sacrifice, and the
Hernacle for the communion o the faithful,
Xn spite of the aimplicity of the wori, we here find
ero then what is essentiai to an altar. Besides, this -
rangemement gives io view, behind the altar,
Hahrun’s, picture of St-Anne, generously given to the
171‘;!};\911’011 by a former governor, Monsieur de Tracy.
¢ ¥mtif, according {o the wish of the Church, the
) Aifar itself needs no profusion of ornaments, there is
aing to prevent the baldacchino that protects if
being richly decorated. Nothinghas been spared
aking that of 3t Anne’s a master-piece of magni-
%nce and beauty. It does not quite come up to the
Hque baldacchino, at St leter’s, vor the graceful
ag-of St Lawrence’s, but it can bear comparison with
o3e of the most beautifal churches in the eld world.
- iz splendid monolithic fluted piliars 'of white
1nstble, the capitals of which are surrounded with
, ricily-gilt acanthus-leaves, sustain the cupola which
:
]

}
:
j:
)
3
E

i zarmounted by the sign of our salvation. R
.. This cupola is shaped like a quarter of a sphere

Fodr ribs, richly chased and gilt, meet at the summit,
“waare they lose themselves in a lovely rosace (centre-
puece) formed of golden leaves. The whole surface.of

_ike oupola is in open-work, blending elegant gold
‘soorations with the virginal brilliancy of the marple.

+ig two outside columns of the fagade of ihe bal-
aenchino support each an adoring angel likewigse in =

-=%ile marble, ’ T

&

>
-
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This is indeed the tabernacle of God_with men. T
consecrating Pontiff is about to accomplish those itd ,
of the N ew%baw which are fur holier and more perfe, .
than those of the Jewish law, which were but u fair-
figure of the splendor of the new Jerusalem. Asatth
dedication of Solomon’s Temple, the Majesty of Godii :
about to fill this place which has already witness,
50 many miracles worked by the right hand of i}
Highest. .

—With the above-mentioned mixtare of salt, watg -
wine and ashes, the Poutiff traces five crosses ont§ .
altar-glab, one of them in the centie, and two ut eag :
end, whilst the singers alternate the verses of f .
psalm Judica, which™ the Priest recites always at il
commencement of the Mass, with the strophe Introiby=
“ T will go unto the altar of God, to God who gived
joy to my youth.” ) }}

Seven times the Pontiff proceeds round the aliy"
asperging it, whilst the singers repeat : Aspergess =
after each verse of the Miserere. 2

_The solemn moment has arrived when the relicsf
. the Saints are to be placed in the sepulchres off
_ altars. A resting-place has been hollowed out, Which
t0 be covered with a slab of marble to be cement:*
_in its place by the hands of the Pontiff. =
All the clergy, followed by the Bishops, descend { =
nave of the Basilica and proceed processionally tof~
sacristy where the relics have reposed. Four prit
‘in red vestments, bear on thoir shoulders the 1
receptacle containing the precious relios, and L
procession returns outside the church and along
. nave, in the same order as befora. :
The Church’s divine liturgy makes use of admi
expressions in saluting these venerable relics.
long have they been %)rgotten in the sepulchrs,
long have the faithful ardently longed to vené
them, “ Come forth then, sings the Chutch, yo S
of God, come forth, and hasten to the glorious ¢
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tog-place awaiting you, Gladly will you come forth,
snd gladly will we bear you ; for tho mountaing and
xills will tremble with joy awaiting yoa. Aviee then,
go Saints of God, come forth from your dwellings and
gaotify these places, bless this paople, and give pauco
5 us sinners. Ilasten onwards, ye Saints of Ged, sind
rter into the city of the Lord, for & new Church hus .
joon eracted for you, where the people can adore the
fajesty of the Lord.”
s Whilst these grand words are being sung, tho impos-
procession takes its way towards the sanctuary.
ch of the consecrating Bishops claims and receives
& his own hands, the relics destined for his altar,
& The relics are placed on the altar after it has been
pointed with chrism. Then, follows anointing the
jtar with the oil of catechumens and repeatedly
Wcensing it, whilst appropriate antiphons are heing
After the altar, the twelve stones inserted in
a0 walls of the church are anointed. These stones,
hich are marked with a cross and farnished with a
L‘ed was-vandle, signify the twelve Apostles by
om the Church was founded, and the light is sym-
ical of that light of the gospel which those Apostles
d abroad on the earth.
4 The choir then sings the beautiful words: ¢ All thy
gills, O Jerusalem ! are built with stones of great price,
2md thy towers are built with precious stones, ~ Thy
;apblic places shall be paved with pure gold, and in’
3By midst shall be sung 2 bymn of joy, allelvia.”
: The long ceremony, of which we have been obliged
mit many interesting details, is now drawing to o
0. -
he Ponufl Llesses the cross and candlesticks ‘as
ollas the linen of the altar, and his attendants prepars
wrything tor the celebration of Mass whilst the choic
ings: * Ye Lavites, sarround the altar of the Loxd
ar God, and cover it with white coverings.” These
% the last words of the imposing ceremony.

]
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1t had lasted fovr hours, for at its close noon ran
out from the large Basilics clock.

His Eminence granted s year's indulgence
whoever should -isit the Basilica that day and
hundred days of indulgente on the day of the annive
sary which is fixed for October 3rd. .

His Lordship the Bishop of Chicoutimi, with ¢
Curé of Quebec as aseistant-priest, and with Ab)
Pagé$ snd Abbé Roy as ministers, sang the high-mas

The Basilica of St Anne is now consecrated and h:
one more claim to our veneration. Let us by o
axdent desires and prayers hasten the time when th
Holy See will vouchsafe to grant us the precio
indulgences accorded to the visit of the seven Basilica
of Rome or the seven altars of St Peter’s. z

We can not close this account without giving th
following beautifal prayer from the vitual, whic
prayer wassung by the Fontiff during the rongetratio

 May Thy priests, O Lord, here offer Thee a sacrifi
of praise, May Thy faithful here perform their vow
‘We pray Thee, O Lord, that in this house, by the grat
of the Holy Ghost (and we will add,* by the intercessio
of the good St.Anne’), the sick may recover the
health, the infirm regain their strength, the lame
enred, the lepers be healed, the blind regain their sigh
the demons be znt to flight.”

Is not this the bistory of the pastin the Basilic
and at the shrine ? How can we doubt that what b
already happened will hapgen again in the future|
For faith is renewed when brought into contact witl
tho sacred relics of St. Anne, and faith, like charit
can.do all things. \ ,

May the tide of pilgrims ever increase. May al
Canada, all America basten to render homage to thy
God who is so admirable in His Saints. May dift
hasten to ask St. Aane to give them proofs of h&%
power with God. May no one ever return hon:
empty-handed, but may all go on their way singi
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i saymn of praise for bencfils voceived, Venicat od
~2et, omnes gentis, et dicont : Qloria tibi, Domine,

¢ All natious shall come to her, and shall say :
ry to Thee, O Lord.”

(

HEAR US, O SACRED HEART!

; ¢ Sacred Heart, ” thy clients plead
: ¢« Hear and help us iu our need.”

+. Tepid hearts thut faint and chill,
Feel no more love’s fervent thrill,

Hearts whose weariness reveal
Lack of courage, lack of zeal.

. Hearts whose strength no more is found
In Thy true Heart’s tiaming wound.

Hearts that blindly turn away
Bowing low to gods of clay.

Hearts that throagh earth's darkness shine
Vith & beauty won from thine.

“aithful hearts with zeal aglow,
“lead Thy mercy on our woe.

ear, O Saviour, and impart

“trepgth and fervor to each heart.
—~

»a our error-darkened ways

urn, dear Lord, Thy pitying gaze.
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By Thy pardoning power divine
Tlood our spirits with love’s wine,

Bind our hearts in sweot accord.
Lo, we hunger, feed us, Lord.

Grant us by Thy saving grace,
At Thy Bridal Feast a place,

Tale us when from life we part
To Thy shelter, Sacred Heart.

. MaRrceLLA A. FITZGERALD,
Gilroy, Cal.

000

St. ANNE AND ST. JOACHIM ARE ENTITLED TO
OUR ENTIRE CONFIDENCE.

(Continued)

BN

-

B e

The patronage of St. Anne has, therefore, 2 powar, ° .

efficacy, and is not limited, as in the case of severl
the Blessed, to special needs, or of a restricted na

AT

N

it embraces all our wants and the sum of all ourew .
whatsoever they may be. Must not a mother's soli’ ..

tude be equal to the wants of her children ? Wekr, - '

i

that God has given to several of His servants,& o

reward of their virtues, a special power of remedyi

w,

some of our infirmities. Taught by tradition, wesueee .

fully invoke Saint Apollonia, against the toothatt o
Saint Lucia, for sore eyes, Saint Blasius, in chol .
fits ; St. Roch and St.Sebastian, against pestilences. 2.

1

°

i
i,

Y

- epidemies; St. Anthony of Padua to find things lo,’

{
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%, Bonedict zad St. Ignatius of Loyeln aro povtienk
ssdoubtublo to tho devil, whese dark plota they hridie,
.and whose attacks they dispel. St. Aloyaius delinhts
. ia osoisting students, ho preserves them from tlw
cguatagion of vieo; St. Stanislas Kostka favera the
- 4iumph of vocations hindered by family opposition
-#ud porsecution. Each comntry, each diocese, coeh
.eligions family, has its protectors and its tvaditious
. _&nd the faithtal well know to whom they must uppcai
secording to the object they have in view. Rat
.8t Anne is o universal patroness; ke her glorious
. Agouse, she has a share in the privilege granted to
-8t Josoph, and of which the folness belongs to Llary.
5 A8 a rule, we assiduvusly invoke and moro specially
.g%mw those Sazints only of whom we receive daily
aces, or whose power has been experienced by -
. gtriking miracles. If we are to be gnided in our devotion
Jiy these outward marks, St.. Apne undoubtedly
‘Gesorves the greatest veneration, the most tender sud
pérsevering Jdevotion, she is entitled to all the wmusi
Azstations of the most filial worship., After the Blesscd
Yirgin and St. Joseph, of what other Saint could Lo
_gecounted so many favors obtained, and of whom
#unld so many wonders be proclaimed ? Tong since
...Hapy have ceased to be verified : they ave of all places,
_pfiall ages, and in certain privileged countries, of evory-
. .day occurrence. '
.12t us then choose for our advocate and honor sach
*day by worthy homage, her who of all eternity was
.saiive pleasing in the eyes of the Lord than all other
mochers, Let persons engaged in wedleck invoke
har often , she hus sanctified every union by bacoming
itve mother of Mary Immaculate ; let widows reveso
ol : she has traced for them the rules of modesty ; let
-, Virgins  tenderly cherish her who has bagotten
©_ihe purest and, holiest of all virgins ; let the just cive
<her ancoasing praises . she is the model of justice ; let
sigers haston to have rocourse to hex meveiful chavity ©
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ghe hag given birth to her whose Son ehanges sinnerei
into Just sou's ; lot all love her with an ardent love!
since she has given us the Mother of our Saviour
Let none grow tepid, let none grow cold in her service
Let all. male & weapon and a shield of her namej -
God attaches numberless graces to the invocation of
that blessed name, to its remembrance, and even
the mere respect and pions affection shown whet!
listening to it. A writer hassaid: « I affirm with{ N
assurgnce, and the testimony of every conscienct - I
vouches for the truth of what I am saying, I havak e
often seen, and I have taken care to verify it, & greatir P>
number of souls prospering in every way by the mer:°
invocation of that holy name. Try the effects of it ~-x
ower ; after the names of Jesus, of Mary and of Josep
it is 50 holy and so venerable that it offers itself for,
most to our confidonce. %
Anne, O most holy Mother ! be Iglorious of & na
50 eweet and so great, name which I'love dearly, nam -
which I love to pronounce a hundred times aday witt‘ér
those of Jesus and Mary ; Anue, O the delight of m
soul | how besutiful and lovely thou art in thy swes
ness, thou, whose chaste womb has given us the Virgi
Mary, the paradise of all delight | The Virgin desire,
by the wishes of the whole world, has been fe)‘
and warmed by thy motherly care, she has receivei;;g,;
from thee all that mothers so generously give to theil =
children. Thou art my consolation in exile, the cham
that drives away all sorrow. After Jesus and Mary )2
be always on my lips and in my heart. I consecrai .
myself to thee, mother full of tenderness, indalgel -
patroness. Obuain for me the blessings of thy Daughtc _;;3
‘and the mercies of thy Grand-Son Jesus. Amen.” @ 2

. ¥
(From the French of F. Mermillod, S. ﬁ}%
@

“haa

ey

" (x) Joannes Thomas. Maler konorificata. ? .
. (To be continued) [ ‘
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_EE LAST DROP OF OUR SAVIOUR'S BLUOD.
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A LEGEND OF THE SAORED HEARD.

(T'aken from the French.)

e b
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It was the ovoning of that great day on which was
" ‘nsummated the work of our redemplion that
.Longinus, the soldier who had pierced Our Saviour's
Toart, was descending the hill of Calvary. So ponsive
he and so absorbed in thinking over the terrible

o,

————
e

o
'

paid no heed to there being still one drop of red-
arm blood quivering on the point of the lance which
i was carrying so carelessly over his shoulder. Yes,

= R

a8 slowly trickling down the iron head of the fatal
nce and, for 2 moment, seemed about to fall unheeded

mire licing chalice to give it osFitality within its own
owy bosom, and hold it safe til

“fy¢ing mission already foresecn by Him.
y - At the road-side a long slender stalk sgrang_ into
'z -Hejng, and on that stalk there grew a lovely bud, s

#Hite as are the mantles of the angels who, before the -
I _gvaat throne of God, bend low in adoration while
]

-zwaiting His behests. The bud expanded its fragrant
#" alice, the drop of hlood, knowing it had fonnd a fit
wsjting-place, sank gently into the heart of the flower,
“55d the petals closed around their new-found treasure

% guard it with their own pure spotless lives. Longinus

°L%sw nothing of the prodigy being enacted go near

P
|
F
:
r wsracles of grace and of nature are taking place
-y ~

e ’ :

i ~-

- ',.Q. \

@

-

ma whose closing act had been his own_deed, thot.

R
" ‘arje drop of blood ; still warm from our Master’s Heart, -

1d mingle with the dust of the road. .
at God beheld that drop of blood and prepared &

the day should arrive -
Hien it would speed onward to earth once more, onits -

~<%in, but went carelessly though pensively on his way, ~ - j'
¢u4n as we mortals are forever doing, whilst the greatest -
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around us, and yet weo continue on our way weavir-
our human plans, and payiog no heed fo the manifes
ations of God’s glory and power, which we migl
behold would we but raise our eyes and %)aze on them|
From among the Archangels who had been tearfally *
surrounding Calvary and had beheld the centurig” °
thrust his %‘ance into that Xeart which so loved me:: .
one shining spirit had separated himself from b
angolic companions and had followed the soldi¢
Longinus, from whose lance the last drop of tha: :
Heart’s blood was apparently about to fall to the eart}! :
On perceiving how pure & chalice had sprung intf - .
existence ir order to reccive that precious ruby droy
hereverently gathered the flower and winging his wa;‘
to Heaven bore with him the sweet and lovely li}f
and planted it lovingly in the Angels’ own garden, 3”‘
Hvery spring a fresh stalk grew, but still the clos;
lily-bud did not expand. Four or five times in f}’ .
course of many centuries the petals seemed about ¢ _
open out and liberate their precious capture, whil’
from the delicious inebriating perfume that woul
then float round, the Archangels and Angels Wo"li'
beliove that the lily was about to expand and expoy
the holy blood-drop to their longing gaze; but aas'g

the trembling bud would again fold its petals mo

closely aud the kneeling hosts of Heaven would remai

iadoration and thanksgiving, for they knew ﬂ;?
the delicious perfume had been caused by the swe-
odour of some great act of abnegation or love that &t/
Crucifix had inspired in the ardent and devoted so; .
of some denizen of earth. Ah ! dear Lord! when wi
Thou command this lily in the Angels’ garden t ..
expand its snowy calyx | T

At length the day arrived when the angels’ praye ..

was granted and the Lor' commanded the Lly t -
unfold. All Paradise was filled with a ravishir’
perfume ; the petals unfolded and bending ow -
allowed the precious blood drop to escape from the’ -*-

o

)é y
{ e
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race and go on its mission. Through all the
res of heaven it sped its onward way ; it lingered
ingly atmodg the stars, for had it not faken its
“pitdg in that heart which had “loved man ™, and
iman's sake had loved all creatures. The stars
eted thoir loveliest rays on that blood-drop, till it
i resplendent with all the gorgeous hues that the
jroal bodies themselves reflected. Yet did it not
y in its course, for its home was not there, but
sing on and on, and in an earthward direction, it
ed not till it came tu a humble village church
o & little four years’ old maiden - -as prostrate in
or. 1t wag between the two elevations of the Mags,
kneeling on her bare kuees, the little maiden was
ng repeatedly, without perhaps fully understand-
the meaning of her words: “My God, to Thee I
ecrate my purity , to Thee doJ now make the vow
rpetusl chastity and virginity.” )
)n raisiog her head after the second elevation, the
ld perceived the bluod-drop, brilliant and resplen.
it, falling on her ; stretching out her Iittle hands-
everently received in them the precious deposit,
§ carrying it to her pure infantine lips, she drank -
that holy drop of Llood even as flowers drink in tlie
ES of dew that vivify them. As that drop of blood

into that maiden's hesrt, she felt in her-soul:
iething su sweet, so powerfal, 8o consolin%, that the
erthen kindled lasted through ber whole life. ‘The
1s of the devotion to the Racred Heart of Jesus had
‘n sown by that lagt drop of Our Saviow’s blood
wafch had been shed on Galvary, ard miraculonsly
toderved £ r 80 many centavies, in order that, sinking
{ that pure maider’s heart, it might there fructify
#56t blossom into that lovely form of devotion which,

hese latter days, vivifies the piety of all the true-

#ariea faitkful children of the Church. :
~hat humble sanctnary was the village church of
Y¥cosvres, in the diocese of Autun, Burgundy, and
352 kneeling maiden was Margaret Mary Alacogue.
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Since that day, the precious Blood of Jesus cont,aip)
in the eucharistic chalice has continued to inspire ﬂ);
nourish devotion to the Sacred Heaat fn all pure g
loving human hearts.

G. M. Warp (Mme Pennée), »

B

— 20—

ANNA OF ELCANA.

Aftor the sacred name of Almighty God, after
adorable name of Jesus ¢ which surpasseth every of
name ”, after that of Mary, the ngme of Anne se
to be the holiest that is mentioned in Scripture. '[’Ll
name, according to St. Augustine, signifies gr
Now, after the thrice holy God, after Jesus and {I’a-*
of whom the one is the author, and the other,t
mother of grace, that which is holiest must be &,
jtself. If, moreover, we reflect that among God's peg,”
names served not only, aswith ourzalves, to distingr,
those that bore them, but principally to signifyz
quslities they possessed or were destined to pos-
we may form an idea of the dignity reserved to{
holy women who in Holy Writ are called by £
gracious name. This namereveals a character comr
to St. Anne and to those who bore it. We then! =«
intend to say & word of one of those illustrious wor
whose nzme and virtues the Holy Ghost, by thoy.
of the inspired writers, has inscribed in thess -
pages. . j B

The first woman who appears in Holy Seript wu®

bearing the name, is Anna, wife of Elcana, of thet ~ T

of Levi, who lived at Ramatha, in the tribo of Ephr:"l Rags

according to the First Book of Kings. L ofh
Eleana having gone ono day to Silo, to adoreg «
- Lord, led thither his two wives, Anna and Phene Ve

|

T

BN
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ose days, by a dispensation of the Lord Himself,
holiest men, for reasons that exist no more, could
3 more than one wife at o time. Phenenns had
jren who came with her to the feast, but Anua

cana having offered his sacrifice of devotion, made
ist with his family in the presence of the Lord,
‘gave to Phenenna portions of the vietim for herself
each of her children ; but he gave only one portion
na, his beloved spouse, because she was alone and
less. Anna was plunged in sorrow, and Chenenna,
ival, added to her sorrow by observing that the
had refused her the hunors of maternity. Elcana,
g that Anna would not eat, said to her: * Why
thounot eat ? and why dost thon afftict thy heart?
1 not better to thee than ten children ?” *

na then began to eat, aftar which she went alono
e Tabernacle to pour forth her heart in presence
“#he Lord, She made a vow in the following terms.:
ord of hosts, if thoa wilt look down on the affliction -
"~y servant, and wilt be mindful of me, and not
F0t thy hand-maiden, and wilt give to thy servanta
v-ohild ; I will¢zive him to the Lord all tha days of
ife, and no razor shall come upon his head.” :
, she remained a long time praying before the
' Lat#d, the high-priest Heli thought her to be drunk,
>exd said to her : « How long wilt thou be dranmk ?
45223t a little the wine, of which thou hast taken too
5¢h.” Anna, answering said : ¢ Not so, my lord ; for
+2a1 an exceeding unhappy woman ; and have drunk
wseiiher wine nor any strong drink ; but I have poured
- ¢al my soul before the Lord.” )
'*Tfi"iien Heli said to her : *“ Go in peace, and the God
. gfgg g‘a?’l grant thee thy petition, which thou hast asked
“ofuim, =~ ’
~ -&d the woman went on her way, and ate, and her
3ffst-tenance Was no more < kanged.

<
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After that, they returned to Ramatha, and soon ¢
the Lord gave her Samuel who was to belater a Ju
and Pro ﬁet of Israel. Samuel was born in 1he§ s
1161 before Christ. }

When the child was strong enough, Anpa wey é
the Tabernacle, and brought him with her.
having made her offerings and prayed, she offered
‘son to the Lord placing him in the hands of }1f
saying that she was the woman ho, a few yﬁ :
bofore, had asked a son of the Lord, and wi
prayer had been granted.

"«“Therefore, said she, I also have lent himty
Lord all the days of his life” And they adoredf
Lord there, and Anna composed an admirable canf;
of thanksgiving. -

Catholic parents, if peace does not reign in g
household ; Godfearing mothers and Christian v 3
have you a relative, a daughter, a servant who,§ -
Phenenns, is a causo of afiliction to you? Do
entertain just fears concerning the children that Diy-
Providence has in store for you or has already g
you ? Like Anna of Elcana, make a ilgrimug?
Ste Anne de Beaupré, true Silo of @anada, make
offerings and pour forth your prayers in the shritg
the good St Anne, colebrate there the feast of the!
Law, as Elcana’s family did that ofthe Old Law. T
you also will find a Heli to address words of consol
to you, and you will retarn like Samuel’s mother,
a soothed heart, leaving behind you the cause of? '
gorrow or the burden of some intirmity.

e 00O —
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YOUNG GIRL SAVED FROM DEATH
BY ST. ANNE.

=
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Ién the 26th of July, 1887 my young daughter,
¢énio. aged 14, was helping me to load hay, when
suddenly grew dizzy, lust her balance and fell from
stop of the load, holding in her hand an iron fork,
n I picked herup, I saw that sho was dangerously
nded ; one of the prongs having entered her nec

v tho collar-bono, not far from the windpipe,
d from her baclc below the third rib, thus passing -
wh the upper portion of tho left lung, I saw at
tho gravity of the wourd, and I feared for my
child’s life. Prompt assistance was necessary.
I conld not bring her home without first drawing
the fork while mude hor suffer so at the least
on.

one, far from home, I foared that by drawing out
fork I might determine a fatal hemorrhage. In
janxiety, I had recourse to St. Anne. Uncovering
- head, and fallingon my knees, I entreated our

#ozd mothor to come to my help, promising that, if
‘9% deigned to assist me and care my child, I would
wepd a high mass celebrated in her honor, and make
Enwivn, as much as possible, the favor §hie would grant
by having it published in the Annals. “Full of
-giedidence, and having made the sign of the cross,
~<hezouraged by the certitude that St. Anne would
asidt mo, I drew the fork out of my child’s body,
*witiiout seeing a drop of blood issue from the w¢-nd.

. ¥le drove home. The Doctor, whom I sent for at
~9ncg was unable to come before late in the evening.
“#s.found no inflammation and perceived that the
«ind was already beginuing to heal. The child’s
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recovery was rapid, and since then, she has felt. ;-

evil consequences from the accident. :
Filled with gratitude towards St. Anne. T am hap}: .

to fulfil my promise. :

Narcrsse LANGLADE,
St-David,

I, tho undersigned, cortify that the above relati
as to the nature of the wound caused by t}
fork, and the speediness of the cure, without any inflai
mation or hemorrhage, is perfectly true. The wour
was certainly a dangerous one, aud I feel happy {:
Join with this respectable head of a family in testifyi
to the goodness of St. Anne and in offering her
most sincere thanksgiving.

1. A. Fortier, M. D
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