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CONTINUATION, &e.

For The Montreal Herald,

s G TSR
MR, GRAY,

Wr’-'ﬁ\l I closed my last Communication upon
the subject uf the very extraordinary and outrageous
conduct of Lerd Sclkirk at Fort Wil liam, in open de-
fizrce of law, I did not conceive it possible, that he
weould add to the disgrace which such proceedings at-
tactied to his character both magisterial acd private,
He has, however, cutd:ne his farmer acts, by one of a-
description sordidly mean in principle, and of selfish’
turpitude ic sentiment,

At the time he arrested . Mr. MeGillivray and the
other partners of the North West Cowpany, then at
that place, he also arrested one Daniel McKenzie, a
retired wintering partner of that associaticn who was
particularly sbnogious to his Liordihip, from being ac~
cused by him, of having endeavored to excite the Ins
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dgans of Fond- duoLac to attack his pretended colony,

Ladggmm to,;the . other accusations falsely ‘made,
whurv in he was; mcluded One would suppose, that
animpartial mag,lstrate, under such c:rcumstances,
¢ould no. avpid sending him, Daniel M«,Kcnzle, down
for wialy if be sent the others ;- but quite t")e contrary
tock place ; for- public conslderauons are w:th his
Lordship. of no moment, unless he can warp or apply
them ‘o promote some personal er selt—mterested ob-
ject.

~Ohserving after the general arrest, 'that this Danicl
M:Kenzie was a man of weak mind, who' had aban-
doned himself to liquor, he instantly saw, that he
might by a mixture of terror and intrigue, be worked
‘upony 0 asto bemade fuvorable to his Lordship's
views, - Accordingly (after the other prisoners were,
sent off) he was detained, putinto close confinement,
furnished withthe means of -intemperance; and at his:
lucid intervals, plyed - by his Lordship’s creatures,
Matthey , D’orsennons, Doctor Allan, and Miles M’
- Donell, who were sent to him.in succession, to hold
the:same language ; that the North West Company
were completely ruined ; that he, Daniel McKenzxe,ﬂ;
must infallibly lose all the property he had in that.’
concesn, or that was owing to him by theagents, unless
he now, did something to propitiate Lord Selkirk, who '
had the power of bringing him to an. ignominious -
public trial for his life, or of releasing him therefrom, .
and saving his money, aeeordmg 'y as he xmght now act:
tawagds. lus Lordshtp. S 2 A
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* It was also repeated'y hinted to him, thiat as'2 paity
per, ke Ladthe means of conciliating his Lordship, and
Securizig kimselt, by selling to'him the Noith West
property at Fort William, or elsewhere ; out of which
he could first pay himself, and haadover the residue’
to those who might havea legal right to it. - By dint’
of repatition, these ductrines gaived grourd with Da<
niel, who was now informed that the proposmonﬁ .
must vome trom him to bis Lerdship,

Ttis refarious plot, so unwosthy of a Peer, and a
man beisg thus fav in a hopeful - train, a. paper was.
dictated  him; to be written to his Lordship, as the;
ivitiaiery step, and his confinement was now relaxedy:
but.he was never lost sight of by one or. ether of  the
mv rmidons employed cn the occasion; and . not suffera
ed t~converse with any of tbe North West Clerks:
This paperis a most curious one, being worded: as.if:
it had been the composition of himself, and is fuﬂ of v
repetition amended by Miles McDonell, aﬂd after—-‘f
wards cnpxed by Daniels : i

Upon his Lordship’s receipt of this preduction, the
negociation was developed, and papers upon’ papers’
sent to Daniel, or dictated to him, were copied, and™
amendments upon amendments to some of thiem made
by Miles McDonell in his hand writifg, and sbme e
ven in that of his Lordship ; happily some’ of “these
precious ldc:«t':uments, so amended; were left with Da- ¥
niel (which is a matteg ot astonishmeat) and farnish -
irrefragable proof of the base fraud that was-im pro-~
gress, Formal deeds were made out by his Lordship

- . and
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apd cmufd b] corne of his | P”Oplu when they were sent
So Damel fer sxgmmre, none of which (ove exccpted)
he asserts !\e ever read, cr at the time of hiss igna'ure
: was Ina state to comprehcnd indeed his sighatures
ccmpared with bis fermer cnes, furnish evident proof
of this, B] these papersor deeds, the mercha ndize
and other property at Fort William (the buxldmgs ex-
cep‘; ed,) were sold at specific prices, and the fursto be
sent to England for' sale, hut the procceds to go provi-
s-*ml :yto his Lerdship: An arbitration for settlea
‘m"rt of conflicting zlaims, was also part of these frau-
dulent conventions for swmdlmg the North West
Company out of their property and trade——cven move-
abl property at Fond du Lac, which did not be !ong
0 that Cempany, but happened to be in the max‘agc-
ment of unz of the partners and clerks, was also con-
veyed to Lis Lerdskip, and the buildings 4t Fort Wll- '
lizm would likewise have been included, but that
dhese honest men cou'd not agree about the price, as his
Lordship wantzd them at a twentiet’s part of the cost.
iad they been moveable, the price probakly weuld
not have bzenan insuperable objection with the Peer,
as &= hao his own conditions, and his own time for
the payment. "The business being thus adjusted to
kis Lordship’s mind, and to the saving of his teader
consciencs, Duaniel was finally released, white- wash.
ed from alicged erime, and allowed to leave Fort

W iiliam, t0 20 wrfcrc bie pleased,

~apers on the face of them bear the mark of
s andshow such a want of ssund mind and frec-
,’«v’*: {f ctien i cne of the partics, as to destroy even.
,  the



the aopea-ance of validity 5 thepe is no recxprocuy 5
all are stipulations, where the one nges, and the otﬁ r
reccives the v hole benefit. Itistrue the honest Darml
(not Nathanielj receives fifty guweas in Hand, to'nail
the bargain, and bis Lordship, as a further corsxdera-
ti m, is to convey an estate of three t:ous2 nd poundsa
year, but whether in the moon, or else wherc is nct sald.

" There is another trifling difficulty about the validity
of these honest men's doings.  Daniel had no power or
right to transfer 3 no notto sell to any other than 2
member of the Company, even his own interes tin it as
a retired partner. ‘Thereisalso a special clause in ihc
articies ofco,;armershlp and agreement, rc&pecnna'
the powers cf wintering partners, which are confined
to the trade of their own department or post, with In-»
dxuna, and all acts by them, of a general nature, are
prohibized and mad: competent only to the acknow-_
ledged arrc:m“s, who alone can.make purchases or sales
for the concern at large.  His Lordship knew all this,
for by the previous wholesale robbery at Fort Wil-
liam, he bacame possessed of all the bocks and papers
of tte Comnpany, and amongst them cne of the ori-
ginual copies of the said rrticles, whicn he had most
dishonestly and disaonorably pryed inte, and read:
But were it otherwise, what man ot common sense or
honesty, would taintain the monstrous propesition,
that a person holding a small interest with limited
powers (er propetly speaking, no powers, he having
retired) in an extensive concern, where the copart-
ners are numesous, conld, by his sepasate act, transfer
not only a particn of mc "e.*.cral property, fiity fold be.

N -
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#ond his own share in lt, but expressly mtended to
destroy such general concern, and its interests, in ori
du to transfer the same to a rival, who had on the
very face of the papers, bribed the vendor into the
.conventions.

A collusion of two parties to deeds to defraud oter
persons, who so far from being consuited, had a direct
. interest in opposition to the bare-taced fraudattempted
to be imposed upon them, was never more clearly may
nifest ; or more devoid of every attribute to constie
tute validity, than in the present case,

~Itis to me astonishing, how any man of sane mind;
could think to impose upon cthe s a belief, that suck
a wholesale swindle c.uld be sustained, or have a par-
ticle of efficacy 1n covering or lessening the turpitude
of the means, by which Lord Selkirk possessed him+
self of Fort William, and the property so attemptei
to be conveyed to him.

What would be thought in England of his Lordship,
had be purchased there from a small proprietor of
share holder in the Phoenix fire Office, or in any o-
. ther unchartered company in that country, not only bis
own interest therein, bt the whole property of the
concern, to be transferfed to him as a rival, in direct
opposition to the constitution, ot such concern, andto
‘defraud the other proprietors ! Would he dare to sup-
port the legality of such a purchase ?.

)

In numerous associations, none but directors, ma-
' nagersy
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nagers, or agents, (it is immaterial what app’e""ﬁ‘
they adogt) can do the b mness ot such assuciation 3
and the Agents of the b orith West Com “ny wére,
from its criginal formation, publickiy known 2hd 're-
cognized, as the only executive representatives'of that

S g,

€oncern,

, His Lordship’s turpitude does not even rest he ‘e.
He sent Miles McDonell to ‘request Dmud to wt’te
letters to one Roderick McKenzie, and o the part-
ners and clerks of the North West Co npany in the
interior, to advise them to carry the pwck\s, which
t,hey ‘may trade this winter, to Hads-n’s Bay next
sprmg, (from: whence they might finda passage to
Engl“nd) in order to indemnity timm«aives, a5the
Nurth West Company, (says he) ia totally rume'I
Enq giring afterwards if such letters had been wrlt-

en, and finding not, hla Lordship desired that th eu‘
rames wight be given to Miles '\/Ie,me? who mn d
write in Daniel’s name.  Daniel rec mmended to t&
C lerks, and even to wintering partners of that (,um«
pany, by his Lurdwﬂp s desire, to foliow his orders,
as the only way of ingratizing themselves with hnm,
to save them from ruin, '

Nav, to sucha yitch of shameless an.] unpuﬂmphd
in these traudulent

avdyn] has his Lordihity
p;ochedmg , that D An“i waz mde to write 1o Cuth.
bert Grant, a bulf-breed at the R :d River, (s ne of
those, for the arzest of whom warrants signed by h

Lordship had lace, spring been sent t: Mo Qemple,

thh duemom 1o be Mvc--ted only'in case” thatshey
B weuld
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would not comeover to his Lordship’s views) againde

whom Lord Selkirk was most- indignant and vindice:

tive, as having been with the ‘escort or band who res

sisted the unprovoked attack made upon them las¢

June; by Mr Semple and his people, when he, and:
miany of them unhappily fell victims to their tememyﬂ ,
and aggression.

- His Loxdship‘ made Daniel leave an opening t6
this Cuthbert Graut for pardon ‘and oblivion’ of ally
if he would turn now and support his interests § adds
ing by way of bait or salvo, that kis Lordship wag’'
induced to this, from Grant having exerted himself;
although incffectually, to save Mr Semple’slife, - - &
Thus, it is secen, as I have on a former occasioh
observed, that his Losdship’s polar star is self-interest,
to whichall public ‘considerations; and the rights of
. others, are invariably sacrificed by him. No'manj
who had not become callous, could possibly have usé
ed magisterial authority for the systematic purpose of
destroying rivals, in order to-engross their trade by
himself and copartners. He probably presumes upoa
impunity, by reason of kis rank and irfluence, but
isadly indeed must Britons be changed, if, when the
truth, and the above mentioned swindle are known
by «kem, that rank be not considered an aggravauon
-of his crimes,

Sirce the eapture of Fort ~Wiblliam,' be sent a party
40 tzke the North West Post at Lake La Pluie, oc
cupied by a clerk and a few men.. The.commander
: of



of the expedition, Captain D’Orsennons, begar aw
usual, by rcbbing the post of its powder and amimunie
tion, placed there for Indian Trade; _pretending it
was done as a precaution. to prevent injury to:Hig:
May’sty s sub]ects 3 and then compelled the clerk: to
deliver over to him, for his Lordship, all the goods
and provisions, &c. under an inventory,. assuring him
upon his, £’Orsennon’s Honor, (doubtless a very sub-..
stantial security) that legal authority to take the pro-
perty, and dispossess the clerk, was to follow. .. Here:
again the. Feddard Code is his rule.  First do the acty
.#nd find an . authority for so doing at leisure s the
glerk and people were laid hold of, and sent away ta
Fort William, but the legal authority is: to be found:
enly in the will of this suif-styled Savercrgu Lord of
Asumbam. .

; HQ a_nd: his people are living upon -the : provisions
and means found by him at Fort William, belorging
to the North West Company ; which, if he possese
ged the common feelings of our nature, I should think
would occasionally stick in his throat, as the fruits of
dishonesty.

- To -add to his cther feats, he has resisted a legal
warrant served upen him and hisofficers in due form,
which warrant was granted.by a Justice of Peace for
the Western District of Upper Canada, upon affidas
vits regularly made before him, he being a magistrate,
‘under the like-appointment, and with the same au-
thority, by wkich his Lordship has issued his w.p.
(fants” at.. Fort William. 'Lhis Magistrate has this

Ba oSt
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mest essential superiority over his Lordship, that.he
had no interest whatever dependant upon the issue of
the warrant so grauted whareas all kis Lordship’s

warrants were isstied ‘inhis' own~mzm, and for hxe
own benefit;

RIS Ve A e

The above statements are. subntantlan!y and Titeralw
ly e8rréct, " and st )pnrtcw upeh testimony; whicho
artifice or qmrble can oven‘rrww T he only *hm'*
that can be said for Daniel M‘Ichenzw, in exte J

tion of: his conduct, in so shameful .a dereliction:
moral and conventional duty, 15 ; that the first n}&pdf«”

tuvmy tie had as'a freeman, afiér oehinv it o hlb,v

Lordship’s clutches, where he apprekended, his life

be in danger, was to'go voluntarily 1o the'nenfest mass
gistrate; viz. at Drommond’s Island, and b%ﬂ}‘x‘e*'h‘»iin

to make oath to the circumst ances vnder wiich he dC‘T- '
ed anr‘i fnrma!ly to prot st ag"nn&t hm own ll!e al’ purt
m ‘the traudulcm Lra.wactwns above narra'

R PM At S LY LR

- How base.must be the tempter, Whm t‘xe tempted
thus voluntarily abjures and recants hxs parucwm‘um
ifi so foul'a business ‘ : vy
B : - :

T‘M !aqr 1cc'wms !eh hs Lards ,hm 'md bvrd Eatolo] 1 RS
pied in mzking a road from Fort William towards the
Americzn {rontier, prebably in contemplation ot en-
deavoring to remove in the spring the extensive plun-
der he has acquired.

MERCATOR.

Mentreal, 5ih Feb, 1817,






