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The Operator

A New York matron bought a sewing-
machine recently, and her eleven-year-
old daughter, anxious for a novelty, says
the New York Sun, laid out the printed
directions and attempted to run the
machine. All seemed to be going well,
till the mother's attention was attracted
by a deep sigh and a whispered “ O dear !
I cannot find it.”

“What is it, daughter, that you cannot
find ?” she asked.

“Why, mother,” was the reply,
‘Place the screw to the
right of the operator,’ and I can’t find the
operator !

The Danger of Being Alive

Drink water, and get typhold fever.
Drink milk, and get tuberculosis. Drink
whiskey, and get the jim-jams, Eat
soup, and get Bright's disease. Eat meat,
and encourage apoplexy. Eat oysters,
and acquire toxaemia. Eat vegetables,
and weaken the system. Bat dessert, and
take to paresis, Smoke cigarettes, and
die early. Smoke cigars, and get catarrh.
Drink coffee, and obtain nervous prostra-
tion. Drink wine, and get the gout
In order to be entirely healthy one must
eat nothing, drink nothing, smoke
nothing, and even before breathing one
should make sure that the air has been
properly sterilized.—Southwestern World.

Not on the Spot

How can a man serve as witness when
he was not on the spot ? And unless
he was a witness, how should his testi-
mony be trusted? The New York
Times tells a pathetic story of a young
man who applied for a position as teacher
in a small Georgia town.

But, alas! there was an examination
to be passed, and from that ordeal the
candidate returned in a melancholy state
of mind.

“ What's the matter, Sam ?" asked one
of his townsmen. “ Couldn't you stand
the examination ?”

“No, suh,” was the answer. “ They
asked me about things that happened be-
fore I was born.”

The Indifferent Bridegroom

The absence of all conventionalities
and restrictions in Labrador is also very
refreshing. A peripatetic minister was
called on at a place known as Spotted
Islands to marry a couple who were
awaiting a chance for the ceremony.
The bridegroom was an elderly man,
who was a kind of king in the place.
When the minister arrived at the island
he found all the islanders assembled in
the little school-room awaiting him. It
was not till he actually entered the
building that he discovered the bride
was the deceased wife's sister. This
being a forbidden relationship, he re-
fused to proceed, whereupon the intend-
ing bridegroom quietly remarked :
“Never mind, Mister. One of these
others will do.” 8o, turning to the ex-
pectant crowd, he selected a suitable
partner, and she being willing, “all
went gally as a marriage bell"—Dr.
Grenfell, in Leslie's Monthly Magazine.

An Optimist

The story of the laziest man yet dis-
covered comes from the Atlanta Consti-
tution,

“Yes, ¢ir, he was the laziest man on
record. What do you re"kon he did when

his house was on fire

“ Dunno."

“Warmed his hands at the blaze, and
said he was thankful he didn't have to
split the wood for it!"

“the |
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Easter Morning
BY MRS, ANNIE E. SMILEY.

Up from the cold, dark prison of earth
The early flowers are springing.

O’er hill and valley, with tones of mirth,
Glad Easter bells are ringing.

Awake, my heart! and take thy part
In the season’s eager voicing !

Shall T be sad while the world is glad,
And all Nature is rejoicing !

The Lord is risen ! O soul, rejoice '
For angel choirs are winging.
Awake, my heart! awake, my voice!
And fill the world with singing.
All things are new, spread out to view,
And earth from sleep is wai ug;
The night is past, and morn at last
In golden light is breaking,

Something New for Easter.—With
some the one thought connected with
Easter is something new to wear. *How
strange it seems that the beautiful sug-
gestive flowers and Easter offerings are
not dreamed of. They are right in think-
ing of something new for Kaster—but
not a new hat—something new for the
Spirit to wear, new thoughts, new loves,
new joys, new purposes; to live a life
that might be called a resurrection life—
a life of joy in our triumphant King; of
holy pride in Him as conqueror over
death and the grave.

L

Just Sol—8peaking of the irrita-

bility, quarrels and despondency very
1 as a of depleted

P 1
nerves, one of our exchanges wellruyu;
“Our day needs a gospel of fresh air,
exercise and sleep.”
Pd .

Encouraing.—On the authority of
the Church Economist there are more
Christian believers, more students of the
Bible, more churches and more money
raised for Christian entérprises than ever
before since the birth of Christ. Though
there are waste places, this is inspiring.

Universal Peace.—In a discussion of
universal-peace programmes, the New
York Observer concludes: It is the re-
ligion of Jesus Christ which will ulti-
mately gain the victory over hate and
battle and international back-biting and
wrong-doing. But to that high and noble
ideal of universal peace, each individual

A Terrible Reckoning.—It is stated
that Russia’s war bill up to date is as
follows: Lost, human lves, 100,000 ;
lost, one fleet, $30,000,000; lost, one
fortress, £20,000,000; general expenses,
£300,000,000 Total expenditures, #550,-
000,000 and 100,000 lives. Well may the
«question be asked “to what purpose is this
waste 1"

L

The Burnished Reflector.—Here is
good counsel from Bishop C. H. Fowler
“ Have only one chief end. The head
light on an engine is a small lamp, backed
and set forth by a burnished reflector.
Then it casts forth its brightness, point
ing out and illuminating the way for the
speeding travellers. Your lamp may not
be large, but if you will put behind and
about it the burnished reflector of a con
sistent consecrated life, it may shine forth
into the darkness, gaiding hurrying pil-
grims safely through the night.”

Ld

What is Civilization ?—The Japan
ese ambassador to France recently made
this caustic comment on the modern
world’sestimate of what constitutes civili-
zation: “We Japanese have for many
generations sent to Europe exquisite
lacquer work, delicately carved figures,
beautiful embroidery ; but the European
nations described vs as uncivilized, We
have recently kiled some seventy
thousand Russians, and every nation in
Europe is wondering at the high degree
of civilization we have ined.”

B

The Awakening of China.— Bishop
J. W. Bashford has a wonderfully opti-
mistic letter in the New York Christian
Advocate on ** The Awakening of China.”
He says that there are remarkable indica-
tions of a great, religious movement in
that country. The missionary workers
who attended his Conferences report that
whereas for years they declared the
Gospel message to deaf ears and unre-
sponsive hearts, now the Chinese crowd
into the schools, hospitals and churches
faster than they con be cared for. Bishop
Bashford believes that with the doubling
of the missionary force on the field as
much progress could be made in the next
four years as has been accomplished in
the past forty years.

L

Superstition.—In the new Cunarder,
the Caronaa, which will be the largest
in the world, there is

may contribute something of um

might by word of testimony, by
written witnesses, by personal pleas, by
patient argument, and best or all, by

himself leading a peaceable life in all
faith, love, and godliness.”

P g
no No. 13 in the staterooms. The
omission is designed to meet suscepti-
bilities of passengers who believe the
number unlucky. Old superstitions cer-
tainly do die hard.

Winter in Canada.—Rev. Dr. Clark
has an interesting article on “The Joys
of Canada in Winter,” in a recent num
ber of The Christian Endeavor World.
He appreciated his experience in Mon
treal and Quebec so much during the
month of February that he expresses
surprise that more tourists do not come
from the United States to breathe the
tonicky air of ** My Lady of the Snows.”
He says: “So it would be if people of
more southern climes only knew the joys
of Canada in winter. Instead, they
shiver at the suggestion, and thank their
stars that they were born in a warmer
clime. And yet, like many other mental
bugbears, these bruins of cold and dis
comfort take to flight when you fairly
look at them, and you find to your
surprise that Canuda, paradoxical us it
may seem, is one of the warmest and
most comfortable countries in midwinter
on the face of the earth, equalled in this
respect, only by northern Sweden and
Russia. There is more shivering misery,
T venture to say, in the stone palaces of
southern Ttaly in a winter duy than there
is in a winter of days in all Canada. The
simple reason is that the people of
Canada expect cold weather, count on it,
love it, and prepare for it. The people
of Italy seem surprised each year that
such weather has come again, but prefer
to chatter and shiver during the few cold
weeks rather than to make themselves
comfortable with fires and furs,”

3

Why It Was Done.—Prof. Charles
Wagner gives the following accountof how
he came to write * The Simple Life” :

«The way I came to write ‘The Simple
Life, was an accident. At a wedding
we were seven. There were the groom
and the bride and the witnesses, six, and
the pastor seven. I talked to them
about the home, the fireside, and their
manner of life ; just to the six. One of
the six was a daughter of a public man,
a politician.  After a few days she came
to me and said :

“1 wish you would talk at my wed
ding just as you did at the wedding of
those working people.”

“1 said, *1 cannot talk at your wed-
ding like that. There will be two thousand
people at your wedding.’'

«e«Well,” she said, *you just talk just
like that.”

“So I did ; and in the audience there
was a publisher. There is always a pub.
lisher in every audience. And he wrote
me that he would like to publish my
talk. That came like an inspiration to
me I had never thought of writing a
hook on the simple life, but so the book
was written, and it has spread all through
France and Europe and this country.”
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Our Dumb Animal Friends
By Rev. W. F. Wilscn, D D.
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A NTHROPOLOGY, or the history of man, is interest

ing ; astronomy, or the story of the stars, is thrilling ;

geology, or the records ot the rocks, is impressive ; bot

any, or the study of the flowers, is beautiful ; but to me,

zoology, or natural history, is one of the most instructive and
fascinating of all studies.

As God has graciously revealed Himself through Christ,
and the heavens declare His glory, so in the realm of creation
we see His marvellous wisdom and power manifested in the
web of the spider, fin of the fish, wing of the bird, fur of the
beaver, beauty of the horse, and the fleetness of the deer.
How we are very greatly indebted to the insect, bird and
animal kingdom for many of the luxuries as well as the
necessities of life,

We too often think of the hornet and the hawk, forgetting
the honey bee and domestic hen. We despise the common
grub, but forget the caterpillar that spins our silk. Why,
even the despised fish worms are worth countless millions to
the agricultural interests of our land. From the Bible we
learn how the various species of the animal kingdom were
created, with some of the strange peculiarities that charac
terize their lives. It speaks of the strength of the lion, swift-
ness of the horse, innocence of the sheep, cunning of the fox,
industry of the ant, cruelty of the eagle and affection of the hen.

GUARDIANSHIP NOT LICENSE.

Although God has given man dominion and sovereiguty
over the brute creation, this does not imply
license, but rather guardianship, which means
kindness, care and protection, otherwise man
would be a heartless tyrant, thoughtless and
cruel,

Our late beloved Queen Victoria, of cher
ished memory, in her capacity of Patroness
of the Royal Humane Society of England,
uttered the noble words, ** No civilization is
complete which does not include the dumb
and defenceless of God's creatures within the
sphere of charity and mercy.”

I believe people are more thoughtless than
cruel, It's the so-.called amusement and ex
citement that has caused the death of many a
singing bird and harmless animal, for

“ Evil is wrought
By want of thought,
As well as want of heart,”

Hence to defend the dumb and helpless of
either beast or man is noble. The virtues of
kindness and mercy are Christlike, and were
beautifully illustrated in the sublime teaching
and example of Jesus, who called Himself the Good Shepherd,
willing to give His life for the sheep. I suppose many of us
have thoughlessly and perhaps intentionally killed a spider,
never thinking that they are among the most wonderful little
creatures ever created. With their peculiar-looking bodies
and piercing eyes they can do many strange and diflicult
things,

They are architects, building their houses, and hunters,
catehing their food, and engineers, constructing their bridges.
It is said the spider's web suggested the carriage wheel and
cantilever bridge to the mind of man. Thus we see they are
great teachers of science and skill, and vhile many house
keepers do not like them, yet they have their places and
rights and deserve consideration in the great family of
God.

THE SPARROW SPEAKS.

““Please don't kill me,” says the little sparrow. “I'm an
emigtant in your country, and was brought here against my
will. However, now that I am here I am fairly well satisfied
and behaved. 1 build my house, provide for my family and
keep my little grey coat neat and clean, Lesides I don't
destroy your corn like the crows, your chickens like the
hawks, or even your cherries like the robins. Indeed, for my
size I help you as much by destroying many insects that
would spoil your fruits and vines as any bird that lives.

Besides, I am almost the only bird that stays with you all
the year. If you don't imprison the robins, canaries and

thrushes they fly away to the south land, but I'm with you.”
Now remember the birds are the flowers of the forest, whose
plumed and varied beauty charms the eye, and whose trilling

music cheers the heart. So let us be kind to those forget-me-
nots of God, for He seeth the sparrow when it falls,
« Maker of earth, and sky, and sea,

Creation's Sovereign Lord and King,

Who hung the starry worlds on high,

And furnished alike the sparrow’s wing,

Bless the dumb creatures of Thy care,

And listen to their voiceless prayer.”
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THE DOG SPEAKS,

Take the dog. What a noble animal, how affectionate and
faithful to his master, and yet how many thoughtlessly are
cruel and cross to this speechless creature !

Hear one of them speak ! “ I've been chained all day in
this hot sun, please give me a drink, I'm so thirsty, 1 fear I'll
go mad. I'm not cross, but kind, but it seems the more |
love, the less T am loved, and I'll follow you everywhere.
Don’t call me names. I'm not a pup, a cur—my name is
Barlow. Tsaved a little girl from drowning in the mill pond,
and drove the burglars away when they came to rob and
destroy.”

THE HORSE SPEAKS.

And with the dog stands the horse, making a just com-
plaint against many who abuse him
g Hear him say : “ Don't drive me too fast, nor overload me,
nor starve me, nor frighten me, nor whip me, because I'm

nervous, nor leave me in the cold without a blanket, watch
my harness and my shoes, be kind to me and I'll work for
you faithfully and long.”

How can people be cruel to this beautiful and graceful
animal, one of the most useful of all that minister to the
comfort, pleasure and prosperity of man |

““ Do the beasts of burden that strive and groan
And writhe and crouch 'neath the pitiless rod ;
Are they never allowed to lift their cry
And lay their wrongs at the feet of God *

* Thou wretch with whip, remember this ;
Remember, thou knight of the curse and rod;
The voiceless cry of a stricken beast
Is heard by the pitying ears of God.”

Now shall we love the dumb creation more than we have
ever done. For let us remember the cradle of the blessed
Redeemer of the world was not in a palace, but a manger ;
surrounded by the camel, the horse, the ox, the sheep, and the
dove lay the virgin mother with the holy child.

It seems to me that Christ our Saviour always remembered

bis, for during His marvellous ministry He often referred to
the fow 1 of the air, and the sheep of the field, and because of
Hik influence on the minds and hearts of men all over the
civilized world, societies have been formed for the prevention
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of cruelty to animals, and for the orphaned, and ill
treated children of our race

Thus the advent of Christ, with other priceless blessings,
brought kindness and me to our suflering world, and to
day His power is dispelling poverty, crushing cruelty, con
quering sin, conferring peace and happiness on the lives of
men on every shore,

Hamilton, Ont

helpless

Some Callers of Mine

‘ N()\\' don’t be in a hur
stay two or three hours.”
I looked at my pleasant little friend and made some
trifling excuse for leaving. 1 could pot tell her that 1
trying to set her an example in the matter of calls ; that my
pleasure in seeing her at my home was always tempered by
the thought that she was good for a two hours’ sit
She is a dear little woman, possessed of many lovab's
qualities. She is kind-hearted, sweet-natured, unselfish and
generous. I like her immensely—for half an hour at a time.
How well T remember one hot summer day when 1 had spent
the morning and the first hour of the afternoon over the iron
ing board. I had just gone upstairs for a much-needed rest,
when the door bell rang and Mrs, Butler was announced
There was nothing to do but drass quickly and go down to the
parlor, to be entertained until toa-time w ith a detailed account
of Mr, Butler's new business venture, Rob's college triumphs
and Jennie’s headaches, followed by a lengthy discussion of
ways and means whereby the Ladies’ Aid Society could raise
money to buy a new carpet for the church. All of which
interests me ordinarily, but that day my head buzzed and my
back ached, so that instead of polite responses to the steady
flow of Mrs. Butler's conversation, it is a wonder I did not
cry out, “Why did you come so early? 1 could have en
joyed this if T had had a rest first.” Well, well, I must not
scold <ny more about my good friend. She is a_much better
woman than I am, only I have more sense about making
calls, T know that a breezy little chat of twenty minutes or
half an hour is refreshing to both caller and hostess, but a
long drawn-out effort at *‘making talk” is exhausting to
both. 5
Another point in making calls is time-lines. Just when
my potatoes are ready to be mashed, it is not an unmixed
pleasure to hear the cheery voice of Mrs. Vance in vhe hall,
“Tell your mother I want to see her just a minute. " And of
course | leave everything to see my dear missionary co-worker
and hear a letter from our presbyterial secretary. One
minute lengthens into ten as we talk it over. 1 hear my
husband come in, and a faint odor of scorched potatoes dis-
turbs my equanimity. It requires an effort not to appear
ready to have Mrs. Vance depart. I hasten to the kitchen
1o find my meat dry and my potatoes hopelessly burned
Mrs. Vance has a cook at home, her husband is net in busi-
ness, and she does not realize how much ten minutes, just at
dinner time, means to me. But she might. T sometimes
think a little consideration would teach her to keep away at
meal time. I could tell about the gossipy caller, the doleful
caller, the stupid caller, but forbear, lest our attention should
be diverted from the worst offenders—the caller who stays
too long and the caller who comes at dinner time,— Preshy
terian Banner,

When I go to your house |

was

Life Indeed

OD has been wrestling with you patiently and lovingly
G for many years. He has sought by the prosperity and
happiness that he has sent you to ma' e you conscious
of his tender love and care and to draw you to him by the
ocords of gratitude. And when you failed to perceive him in
the daylight, he has met you in the darkness. He has thrown
his strong arm around you and still you have not known him
He has wounded you—he has had to wound you—because
you struggled against him. Can you not now see that it is
he? And is it not idle to resist him 7 Oh, if men only knew
that God is not their enemy, but their best friend! 1f
instead of holding him off or trying to break away from his
embrace, they would cling to him, as Jacob did, exclaiming :
T will not let you go, except thou bless me !” As soon as
that prayer is offered the blessing comes and the morning
breaks,— Fdward B. ' oe, D.D.
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A Manitou Legend

BY W.

OLORADO is rich in Indian lore. To the visitor to
the Centennial State there is nothing more pleasant
than a trip through the Rockies, when he is acquainted

with some of the interesting traditions which linger around
the rocks and in the canons which now echo with the shrill
shriek of the locomotive. There is hardly a canon or a

EMMONS

where spoke the same language, and when peace prevailed
among all, and the bloody tribal wars were unknown. FEvery
nation allowed the stranger to hunt and profit in its lands.
Time came, however, when this was not the rule, and accord-
ing to the legend of the red man, a quarrel between two
hunters of different nations, who met one day at the springs

GARDEN OF THE GODS AND PIKE'S PEAK IN THE DISTANCE

valley in the entire mountain region which has not its legend,
and the tourist who lingers around any of the spots now
famous as resorts for thousands each summer, is sure to hear
from the old resident the stories of the early days when
travelling was done by waggon and pack, the forerunners of
the luxurious railway coaches of to-day.

No region in the entire State is more favored with these
pretty Indian legends than is Ute Pass, through which runs
an Indian trail, which years ago was the scene of many a
bloody conflict. This same pass, once the favorite highway
of the red man, is now the route of the Colorado Midland
Railway, and as the great engines pulling their load of
human freight wend their way through the mountains, the
very peaks themselves seem to hurl back in the echoes of the
whistle of the giant mogul defiance to those who have made
the great Indian highway the line of a railroad.

No sooner does one reach the foothills of the mountains
than these interesting stories of the legends commence ; and
once in the shadow of Pike's Peak, the visitor finds himself
amidst the very hills where the legends obtained their birth.
True it may be that some of the tales are not based on
actual occurrences, but then in a legend who cares for the
naked truth ! Facts are cold at the best, and the beauty of
the legend is often spoiled by too close investigation, and thus
it is that the stories of the tribes who once lived in the Rocky
Mountains have descended from generation to generation and
with each telling they have gained in interest.

Of all the Jegends connected with Ute Pass probably the
most interesting is that which is told concerning the famous
Manitou Springs. These springs, famous everywhere because
of the healing powers of their waters, are located just at the
entrance of Ute Pass. When these springs were discovered
is not written in history, but according to the stories of the
red men, they were known at a time when Indians every-

of Manitou, where both had gone to quench their thirst,
caused tribal wars to begin, and it was a bit of jealousy which
led to the quarrel.

A little stream of water, flowed from the spring, and trick-
ling over the rocks it fell splashing into the river which finds
its way down Ute Pass. One hunter drank from the spring
itself, while the other, tired by his exertions, threw himself on
the ground and plunged his face into the running water of
the stream, The latter had been unsuccessful in the hunt.
while the other carried with him a large fat buck as the
trophy of the chase. This angered the other and he became

WOODLAND, COLORADO
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jealous, The successful hunter drank deep and long at the
spring, and then he raised in his hand a portion of the water,
and holding it up to the sun, reversed his hand, and let the
water fall to the ground—a libation to the Great Spirit who
had vouchsafed him a successful hunt and a token of thankful
ness for the water with which he had quenched his thirst,

This action only served to arouse the unsuccessful hunter
more than ever,
as he then re-
membered that
he had neglect
ed to give
thanks to the
Great Spirit,
and then, so the
story of tha In-
dians runs, the
evil spirit en-
tered the heart
of the unsue-
cessful hunter
and he at once
sought some
method of pro
voking a quar
rel © with the
stranger.

“Why does
a stranger,” he
said, drawing
himself up to
full height,
“drink from the
spring-head when one to whom the spring belongs is content
to drink from the waters that flow fromit?”

“The Great Spirit places cool water at the spring,” came the
quick reply from the successful hunter, “and,” he continued,
“He does this so that His children may drink of the water
pure and undefiled. The running water is for the beasts which
scour the plains. Au-sa-qua is a chief of the Shoshone ; he
drinks at the head water.”

“The Rhoshone is but a tribe of the Comanche,” was the
retort. ** Waco-mish leads that grand nation, Why does a
Shoshone dare to drink above him?”

“ He has said it. The Shoshone drinks at the spring-head,
the other nations of the stream which runs into the ficlds.
Au-sa qua is chief of his nation. The Comanche are brothers.
Let them both drink of the same waters.”

“The Shoshone pays tribute to the Comanche, Wac»mish
leads that nation to war. Waco-mish is chief of the Shoshone as
he is of his own people.” And then the Shoshone hurled back
the flaming retort: * Waco-mish lies, his tongue is forked like
a rattlesnake's ; his heart is black as the Misho-tunga (bad
spirit) ; when the Manitou made his children, whether Sho-
shone or Comanche, Arapahoe, Shi-an, or Paine, he gave them
buffalo to eat, and the pure water of the fountain to quench
their thirst. He said not to one drink here, and to the
other drink there, but gave the crystal spring to all, that all
might drink.”

Waco-mish was bursting with rage, but being a coward
he did not dare to strike the calm Shoshone. Again the
Shoshone stooped to drink in the spring, but no sooner had
he knelt at the spring, than the subtle warrior of the
Comanche sprang upon him, and forcing his head into the
water, held his victim down until he no longer struggled,
and he fell over into the spring drowned and dead.

Over the body stood the murderer, and no sooner was the
deed of blood consummated than bitter remorse took posses-
sion of his mind, where before had reigned the fiercest passion
and vindictive hate. With hands clasped to his forehead, he
stood transfixed with horror, gazing intently on his victim,
whose head still remained immersed in the fountain. Me-
chanically he dragged the body a few paces from the spring,
but almost at the moment he had done this a remarkable
thing occurred. As soon as the head of the murdered Indian
was drawn from the spring the water became suddenly and
strangely disturbed. Bubbles sprang up from the bottom, and
rising to the surface escaped in hissing gas. A thin vapory
cloud arose, and gradually dissolving, displayed. to the eyes of
the trembling murderer the figure of an aged Indian, whose
long snowy hair and venerable beard, blown aside by a gentle
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air from his breast, discovered the well-known totem of the
great Wan kan-aga, the father of the Comanche and Shoshone
nation, whom tradition of the tribe, handed down by skilful
hieroglyphics, almost deified for the good actions and deeds of
bravery the famous warrior had performed when on earth.

Stretching out a war club toward the affrighted murderer,
the figure thus addressed him :

“ Accursed of my tribe! this day thou hast severed the
link between the mightiest nations of the world, while the
blood of the brave Shoshone cries to the Manitou for ven
geance. May the water of thy tribe be rank and bitter in
their throats | ” Thus saying, and swinging the ponderous
war club, made from the elk’s horn, round his head, he dashed
out the brains of the Comanche, who fell headlong into the
spring, which, from that day to the present moment, remains
rank and nauseous, so that, not even when half dead with
thirst, can one drink the foul water of that spring.

The good Wan kan aga, however, to perpetuate the memory
of the Shoshone warrior, who was renowned in his tribe for
valor and nobleness of heart, struck with the same avenging
club a hard flat rock, which overhung the rivulet, just out of
sight of this scene of blood ; and forthwith the rock opened
into a round, clear basin, which instantly filled with bubbling
sparkling water, than which no thirsty traveller ever drank a
sweeter or a cooler draught.

Thus the two springs ain an everlasting memento of the
foul murder of the brave Shoshone and of the stern justice of
the good Wan-kan-aga ; and from that day the two mighty
tribes of the Shoshone and Comanche have remained severed
and apart ; although a long bloody war followed the treach-
erous murder of the Shoshone chief and many a scalp torn
from the head of the Comanche paid the penalty of his death.
Denver, Col.

[ Manitou Springs is a delightful resort at the foot of Pike's
Peak, within a few miles of Colorado Springs. Delegates to
the International Epworth League Convention at Denver
next July will be able to visit this point without extra cost,
and it will not be necessary to believe this Indian story in
order to enjoy the clear water of the good spring.—FEb.].

Tell Me

JI. me all the good you can about the people that you
know. Tell me only the good about the people of whom
you speak. Tell me the things which will make me think
well of the people and of life. Tell me the things which will make
my sun shine, my heart glad, and my soul to rejoice. Tell me
the things which will straighten up my thinking, and give me

MANITOU, AT FOUT OF PIKE'S PEAK

the right principles of work and of play and of thought. Tell
me the things which will make me ashamed of compromise
and pretense. Tell me the things which will make it easier
for me to believe in the religion of Jesus Christ as a working
theory of life. Tell me the things which will harden into a
steady conviction my belief in the Christianity of the Son of
God.— Edward Franklin Reimer.
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The Christian Young Man "5/ W iommen sr

I. The Young Man in Politics
R “ < “  theHome IV. il

I11. The Young Man in Business

TU DAY is a busy one, and success means work. The
gospel of toil never had better exponents than the

successful business men of to-day. There are no
loafers in these ranks. If-a young man would succeed, he
must off with his coat and up with his sleeves.

Start at the beginning. The best business man usually
knows his business from beginning to end, from cellar to
garret. Mastery is the reward of thoroughness.

Don’t be too big for your business. You cannot do your
best if ashamed of your work. No honest work is beneath
your dignity. Take pride in your work. Use your head.
Feet and hand are good, but you will make more money out
of your brain. Brain is better than brawn, mightier than
muscle. Keep cool. One great secret of work is method
and self-control, a clear view of what is to be done and a
clear view of how it is to be done. The excited man makes
a th 1 y i he wears himself out in
useless activity ; the self-controlled man makes every move-
ment tell,

Study the markets. The farsighted man is the man for
to-day. China, Japan and Australia are not so far away.
Don't be afraid to look over the fence and see what is going
on away from home; and quick-sightedness is worth still
more. A day’s start mean a fortune. Keep your eyes open,
and keep ahead.

Study the people. The successful fisherman must study
the tastes of the fish. You can't make people like what you
like, but you can find out what they like, and supply it.
Your tiste mav be better than theirs, but that does not
count. If people want pork, it is useless to tell them mutton
is better. Sometimes, however, people really do not know
what they want, and if you can anticipate their wishes you
will do well. Don't waste anything Keep your personal
expenses down and stop all leakages. Never put your money
into something you do not understand ; if you have not time
to investigate don't invest; but where your business is con.
cerned don’t be afraid to spend if you are sure of your
ground. A fortune spent in advertising may bring back two.

Never deceive the people. It does not pay. Tt will cost
you the best of your trade and sow your pillow with thorns.

Take your religion into your business ~Christ is the best
partner, and the Holy Spirit the wisest counsellor. The
decalogue is not out of date, and the truest secret of highest
business achievement is the royal law of love. Philanthropy
pays, and respectability has a cash value, True, there is no
real philanthropy or respectability that rests on an expecta-
tion of profit, and yet the genuine article is profitable.

Maké your business a success, but don't make it your
master. Success is bought too dear if it means neglect of
home, and church, and social ties, of private prayer and holy
faith. No monumental fortune can repay the loss of man-
hood, and dollars cannot cover degeneracy. The soul out-
weighs the income ; the man is more than his money. Cling
fast to the best.

IV. The Young Man in the
Church

WE believe in the power and persistence of good habits,
and every young man should form the habit of
church-going and church-giving, and shun the evils of
church loitering and church-whispering ; but we believe also
that every young man should thoughtfully, earnestly and
resolutely cast in his lot with the people of God. Whether
your conversion be of the quiet type or of the explosive type
matters little, the assurance of the fact matters much.

1Il. The Young Man in Business

EPWORTH ERA.

April, 1905—8

V. The Young Man in Trouble
“ theChurch VI. *“ “  Society

And when a young man is converted, he ought to unite
with a church. Reiigious nondescripts are not desirable.
When a young man can tind no church good enough, or liberal
enough, or intelligent enough for him, it may be a bad sign
for the church, but it assuredly is not a good sign for the
young man., Find your church, join it, take hold and pull.
A young man in a church who is not willing to help that
church in every way possible, is hardly a fair specimen of
young manhood,

Study the teachings of your church. Our Church to day
is the weaker because many of our people never took
the trouble to acquaint themselves with Methodist doc-
trine and discipline. Don't leave your church because
you meet something you don’t approve. If you are an
ordinary young man you will grow intellectually, your
horizon will broaden, your views will probably change some-
what, and possibly what you oppose now you will fight for
in the future. {{rmsmh‘r, the same objections you raise
to day have been raised, perhaps, a thousand times before,
been considered, and thrown out. It does not follow that
you are wrong. You may be one hundred years ahead of
your time, but it will be wise to wait a little and make sure.

Be loyal to your church. There is a spurious liberality,
That is the offspring of unintelligent inditference ; this is a
worthless thing. There is a tolerance that is born of intelli-
gent appreciation and Christian love ; this is a thing to be
sought. True tolerance is not opposed to intelligent loyalty.
Be loyal to your own.

Pay your way. Learn to give systematically, and let your
sympathy be of the type that takes in every enterprise of the
church, and does not cease at the church boundaries. The
man who is ouly a churchman is no true churchman.

Don't practise indiscriminate giving, however, but use
diligence to find out the fact of each case. Handle the Lord’s
money as carefully as you would your own.

Seek work. Don't wait for something to turn up. There
are too many religious Micawbers. Offer yourself quietly
and unobtrusively to the pastor or Sunday-school superin-
tendent to do what you can, If they have no work, or think
they have none, look about you. See what needs doing and
either do it or get it done ; sometimes we can get others to do
what we could not do ourselves, and this is most laudable
work. From the furnace to the bell, from the kitclhien to the
pulpit, there is work. Keep some pews full. Look after
some weak member and nurse him into strength. Don't be
afraid of your own voice. The young man who can't say
“Amen” in the church is dead. Why should he not live
again? Why do we hear so few responses in the Methodist
churches of today? TIs it because we are afraid or because
we have outgrown it? Perhaps the psychology of a hearty
“Amen” or a group of praying people is not thoroughly under-
stood, but it certainly has its effect.

Don’t miss the class-meeting. The League and Y.M.C.A.
cannot take its place. A man may stand aside and criticize
it, and think he has demolished it, but the religious life of
the race probably never found a better human help. Stand
by the old class-meeting, In League and prayer-meeting do
what you can ; if nothing else, a hand-shake and a smile may
do more good than prayers. Go to chureh to get help, but go
also to help.

Never mind what people say, don't let a black look kill
you. Your sensitiveness must not spoil your work. Don’t
be afraid of mistakes. Most workers have bungled, most
skaters have tumbled, most men and women have failed
somewhere, The fear of mistakes is the foe of success. Stick
close to Christ. A thousand things would come between you,
thrust all aside. Let Him be your guide and fear not. The
young man’s heaven is successful toil. May you find it and
find it soon.
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The Light of the World

H"l MAN HUNT'S great picture, “The Light of the
World,” is now on exhibition in Canada, and will pro-
' bably be shown in all our principal cities. We advise
veaders of this papers to see it if the opportunity is afforded
them,
M Prof. Archibald MacMechan, in 7he Preshyterian, gives the
following interesting account of this work of art :

February 13th, 1905, was very much like any other thaw-
ing winter’s day in Halifax, but it was a date to mark with
a white stone, Ushered in with no blare of trumpets, or
roaring of cannon, this day will long remain notable for the
impact of a new Imperial idea upon the life of our young
Dominion. No one can compute its influence present and to
come,

The idea is due to two men, a painter and a rich philanthrop
ist. The first, with another painter of genius, founded more
than sixty years ago the most important and original move
ment in English art; the second has
wmade a monumental study of London s
heart-breaking poverty. The painter
created a great picture for the patron,
and the two planned ead of shut
ting it up in some g y, to exhibit
it in all the import centres of the
Greater Britain | d the seas. It
is & generous + noble idea, an
Imperial idea

Holman 1 life and art have
been both improved by one deep, un-
shaken conviction, “the one reality,”
as he calls it himself, the love of God
manifest in His Son Jesus Christ.
Fifty years ago he embodied this con-
viction in a great symbolic picture,
one of the greatest religicus pictures
of all time, a symbol which all varie-
ties of Christian faith can unite in
vevering and learning from. It was a
figure of a man in kingly robes
crowned with gold and thorns, knock-
ing at a close-shut door overgrown
with wild-weeds. The picture 1is illu-
minated by the lantern held low in
the left hand and the faint moonlight
fading to dawn It lights up the
worn, sad face of the Man of Sorrows
and the door before which He stands
and knocks. This picture won the
enthusiastic praise of Ruskin, and hy
degrees the suffrages of the public.
It is hidden away in a little room off
the chapel of Kebble College, Oxford,
to be seen only by a few.

The picture now in Canada is a re-
plica of this first famous * Light of the
World,” but a replica in a very special
sense. It is, in the first place, twice the size of the original
and differs from it in many significant details, the face, the ex-
pression, the knocking hand, the crown in its relation to the
head. Fifty years between these two, and the work of the
man of eighty is richer, stronger, more winning in its appeal
than the work of the man of thirty.

On entering the large, darkened room in which the picture
stands, with only artificial light upon it, you are struck first
by the vivid richness of the color, the crimson and the green.
The people stand or sit at some distance from the picture and
speak low. Even the chatterers, who think the “figure
stiff,” ““ the lip heavy,” “not my idea,” advance their imperti-
nences in an undertone,

The eye is caught by the lantern in the left hand, the centre
of all the light. “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a
light unto my path.” He found the need of that guidance :
it is in that light only that we can see His face in all its
sweetness and power. The kingly robe, stiff with embroidery,
which He wears, shows a crimson fold, the color of love. It
is fastened at the shoulders with the heavy breast-plate of
the high priest, set with the twelve mvstic gems; for He is
our High Priest. Underneath is the white robe, woven with-

THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD

out seam from top to bottom; for He is pure. The right hand
is in the act of knocking, not as in the earlier picture, having
ceased to knock ; for He does not give us over easily, So,
egrees we come to His face, “ with its image of a kingly
crown.” It is young and yet old ; for it was marred more
than the sons of men. The face is glowing with love and
patience and sorrow, It fascinates, it holds, it enthrals

You forget as you gaze that this is an affair of canvas and
light and purchasable pigments cunningly disposed. You
seem visibly in the presence of the majesty of divine love and
suffering and mercy. “Art thou a king then? * Thou
sayest that Tama king.”  And He will yet rule all kindreds,
and tongues, and nations, and peoples.

The Stone:-BreaKer of Alsace

In my country of Alsuce, on the solitary route
interminable ribbon stretches on and on under the forests
of the Vosges, there is a stone-breaker
whom I have seen at his work for
thirty years, The first time I came
upon him 1 was a young student, set-
ting out with swelling heart for the
great vity. The sight of this man did
me good, for he was humming a song
as he broke his stones. We exchanged
a few words, and he said at the end,
“Well, good-by, my boy; good courage
and good-luck !”  Since then I have
passed and repassed along the same
route, under circumstances the most
diverse, painful, and joyful e stu
dent has finished his course, the
breaker of stones remains what he
was. He has taken a few more pre
cautions against the season’s storms
a rush-mat protects his back, and his
felt hat is drawn farther down to shield
his face. But the forest is always
sending back the echo of his valiant
hammer. How many sudden tempests
have broken over his bent back, how
much adverse fate has fallen on his
head, on his house, on his country !
He continues to break his stones, and,
coming and going, I find him by the
roadside, smiling in spite of his age
and his wrinkles, beuevolent, speak-
ing, above all in dark days, those
simple words of brave men which
have so much effect when they are
scanned to the breaking of stones.

It would be quite impossible to
express the emotion the sight of this
simple man gives me, and certainly
he has no suspicion of it. I know
nothivg more reassuring and at the
same time more searching for the vanity which ferments in
our hearts than this coming face to face with an obscure
worker who does his task as the oak grows and as the good
God makes the sun to rise, without asking who is looking on.
— Rev, Charles Wagner.

whose

By Holman Hunt

“ Misfit Factories”

HE evening classes, so common in cities and

are sometimes jokingly called ** Misfit Factories.” y

offer opportunities of training to those who have the de-

sire and ability for larger training but have not had the chance.

In one of these * factories” a tailor took a course in clay

modelling, and has become a sculptor. A freight clerk has

become a house physician in a hospital. A printer has become

a successful lawyer, and a grocery clerk n well-to-do engineer.

There are plenty of avenues open to those who are bhonnd

to rise. If one is not within reach of classes to attend in

his leisure time, he can at least obtain books, and in them

find the world’s best and wisest teachers. The way will be
discovered by those who have the will.— East and West.
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Part of Young People in the Great AwaKening

HE message of Dr. Cuyler to the Epworthians through
the Epworth Heralid is a stirring summons to *‘ put
on the whole armor of God.”

“The fire you need is not of human creation ; it is the
Baptism of the Holy Spirit. The fuel you must use is Bible
study and fervent prayer. The spiritual force yon thus gain
must be employed in fighting sin, in works of kindness, and in
winning souls to Jesus. Your fellowship will be the brotherly
love that binds hearts and hands in the service of our blessed
Saviour and Lord.  Bring in faitnfully the fuel and look up-
ward for a baptism of fire. Pray for u steady, red-hot anthra-
cite glow, and ‘quench not the Holy Spirit.” Then the
Epworth furnaces may kindle glorious revivals in the
Churches.”

A similar appeal from the earnest pen of Mr. Don O.
Shelton in the Christian Eadeavor World brings with solemn
force the responsibility and the privilege which young Chris-
tians bear in the present spiritual crisis.  May his words find
a quick response in many hearts !

“In the advance movements of the Church young people
have been leading instruments, The history of great revivals
shows this. The aggressive working furce in the early Church
was made up of young men.

On that memorable night, January 1st, 1739, when a meet-
ing for special prayer was held in a little room in Fetter
Lane, London, the leaders who were present were young men.
George Whitetield was but twenty-five ; John Wesley was
thirty-six ; his brother Charles was thirty-one.

« About three in the worning,” to use the words John
Wesley put in his journal, “as we were continuing instant in
prayer, the power of God came mightily upon us, insomuch
that many cried out for exceeding joy and many fell to the
ground. AS S00n as we were reco sred a little from that awe
and amazement at the presence of His Majesty, we broke out
with one voice, ‘ We praise Thee, O God; we acknowledge
Thee to be the Lord.""

Before he was thirty Mr. Moody was a tremendous factor in
advancing the cause of Christ. At nineteen Mr. Spurgeon
began his unprecedented evangelistic ministry in London.
Evan Roberts, ealled of God to be the modest human leader
in the present Welsh revival, is but twenty-six. It is clear,
therefore, that in even the greatest advance movements of
His Church God chooses to work through the personalties
of the young.

(ime what is likely to be the place of Christian

¥ le in the promotion of a great spiritual awaken-
in hat extent can they be relied on for prayerful
co-uf wn! How can they be guided in their zeal !

The great revivals, without exception, have had their
beginnings in meetings for prayer. The first message of
Christ to the disciples after He had shown His sympathy and
compassion for the shepherdless multitudes, was, “ Pray.”
“Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest.” It was by
prayer that the early disciples sought and obtained power
for their hard tasks, ~They made known to God their specific
needs, and through prayer their needs were met.

Those who pray in faith are empowered for every task
which God appoints. A spiritual awakening may e expected
in every young people’s society whose members will come
together regularly for definite, believing prayer in behalf of a
revival and the salvation of young people.

The moment seems opportune, not only for special, instant,
believing prayer, but also for the forming of Bille classes for
the study of the way to do personal work on the basis of such
a biblical text-book as Howard Agnew Johnston's *God’s
Methods of Training Workers,”

Has not the hour also come for the holding in many socie-
ties of special evangelistic meetings, in which the strong.
aggressive young men and women of the churches shall
heartily support their pastors in a vigorous forward movement
for the salvation of souls !

A TIME FOR ACTION.

It is my conviction that the young people of our churches,
organized in young people’s socicties, in the love and provid-

ence of God have been prepared in recent years for promot
and effective participation iuwhat may yet prove to be the most
marvellous spiritual awakening the world has known  The
present Pentécostal awakening in Wales shows that Christian
young people, trained in the Society of Christian E: deavor,
are a tremendous, reliable force in the Church

Will not every Christian young man and womun who reads
these lines begin at once to devote a special season each day
to believing prayer in behalf of a revival among young people
in every city, village and country district in America !

Pray for a true vision of the spiritual needs of the vast
multitudes who are alienated from the life of Christ.

Pray for a personal quickening by the Spirit of God, and
the incoming of that full, buoyant, spiritual life which our
Divine Lord promises.

Pray for the salvation of individual young people who have
not yet received Jesus Christ as their Saviour, and for such a
personal influence over them as will lead them to Christian
decision,

Pray that the awakening in our own land may be world-
wide in its power and effects.

The fields are indeed white to the harvest. Shall not the
young people of all the Churches, strong in faith, persevering
in prayer, determined in Christian zeal, go forward iuto a
world-wide evangelistic campaign ! ”

The Festival of Victory
BY REV, J, V. SMITH, D.D,

¢ IT is always darkest before the dawn.” If these seven

words ever expressed an inspiring truth, or pointed the

troubled soul to a glorious fact, it was during those sad,
solemn, mysterious hours that intervened between the last
words of the Divine Redeemer nailed to the ciuel Cross, and
the exultant announcement of the Resurrection angel, * He
is not here, He is risen,” * All's well that ends well.” The
Manger and the Cross did not span the whole of the Saviour’s
mission, Calvary was not the end of the *“ Master” as must,
if not all of His followers seemed to think. There was **more
to follow.” The indications, however, were all in the opposite
direction, The finger of circumstances seemed to point to
failure, Hope in the Messiah had gone down to zero.
Every star was quenched in darkness. The hosom of nature
heaved with a great sob of sadness. But the end was not yet.
Something must happen. The mighty struggle for victory is
too intense to last beyond *the third day.” Heaven or hell
must win. It was the crisis of the eternities—the one great
issue of the universe—the pivotal moment of humanity.
‘What wonder if heaven, earth and hell st od with speechless
awe around that rock-hewn tomb Thoughts too deep for
words crowd upon us here. Will that sepulchre in the
Garden become the portal of eternal splendors, or the charnel-
house of an irretrievable disaster !

Thick and dark are the shadows which rest upon the towers
of Salem, the quiet valley of the Kedron and the gentle
slopes of Olivet; but deeper and darker far is the gloom
which has quenched the last ray of light in the souls of those
chosen men who walked with the Master through scornful
Jewry and generous Galilee, or the women who followed
Him to Calvary and wept by His Cross. It was a darkness
that might be felt. The followers of the crucified One were
as those who blindly groped and stumbled in the night,

“ Without one cheerful beam of hope,
Or spark of glimmering day.”

«We trusted that it had been He which should have redeemed
Tsrael,” What n vista of disappoi and sh d
expectations these sad words open up! Hope was as dead
within as the Christ they had taken from the cross without.
The great Apostle of the Gentiles felt the deadening chill of
this awful hour when he said : “If Christ be not risen, your
faith is vain, ye are yet in your sins” Your creeds and
confessions, your litanies and songs, your altars and fonts are
all meaningless and vain—the senseless fanfare of the ages.
What a soul shaking “If” that is. Tf Christ be not risen,
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then all is lost, “ they also which are fallen asleep in Christ
are perished "—perished | —the culminating point of human
disaster.  But the drama of Rodemption overlaps the tomb.
Early in the morning, while it was yet dark, the angel of the
Resurrection touched the stone bearing the seal of the
imperial Civsar, and immediately it “ rolled away.” The great
conflict is over. Rédeeming love has won the day. The
Victim of Calvary has * broken death’s envious chain,” for he
could not be holden of it. He has led captivity captive, and
procured gifts—spiritual, eternal gifts for men. * But now
is Christ risen from the dead.” What a triumphant note !
How it reverberates like the blast of a trumpet thirough the
ages! As Easter after Easter rolls around, what shouts of
rapture shake the coutinents, whilst the islands of the sea
prolong the joyful strain, *Christ is risen?” How the
anthem peals and swells, growing in volume and sweetness as
the centuries come and go.

Following the risen Christ, there is a rising world-—rising
out of its dark record of cruelty and crime, ignorance and
superstitution, prejudice and pride, selfishness and sin. True,
there is much of the unfruitful works of darkness yet to be
left behind, but—

“ Out of the shadow of night
The world rolls into light ;
Iv is daybreak everywher

“That T may know Him and the power of His resurrection ”
is the singularly comprehensive prayer of the great Apostle.
The power of sin is great, but “Jesus and the resurrection”
is the supreme force working for righteousness in the world
to-day. Behold it shaping, moulding, transforming the lives
of men and the ideals of nations. Instead of the thorn, the
fir tree : instead of the briar, the myrtle tree, and it shall be
to the Lord for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.
The uplifting, transforming work shall not cease. The
“ greater works ” shali abide as the sign and symnbol of the
visen Jesus in our midst,

Jesus and the resurrection. Preach it, sing it, tell it to the
ends of the earth. It is the chief cornerstone of every
Church—the one foundation of every Y gelistic
and forward movement in the world,

This Easter message, like an angel from heaven, has laid its
gentle touch upon the sufferer in the hospital and the criminal
in his cell. It has lightened the burden of the toiler in the
shop or the field, and carried to the palace and the cottage
its benediction of peace. Millions of hearts beat high with
deathless hope to-day, because Jesus is “alive for evermore.”
From Occident to Orient, from po'e to pole, let rapturous
peans of praise be sung:

“ Lot every kindred, every tribe,
On this terrestrial ball,
To Him all majesty ascribe
And erown Him Lord of ll.”
Toronto, Ont.

All These Have Failed

I wroTe my name upon the sand,
And trusted it would stand for aye ;
But scon, alas ! the refluent sea
. Had washed my feeble lines away.

I carved my name upon the wood,
And after years returned again.

I missed the shadow of the tree,
That stretched of old upon the plain,

To solid marble next my name
1 gave as a perpetual trust ;

An earthquake rent it to its base.
And now it lies o'erlaid with dust.

All these have failed. Tn wiser mood
I turn and ask myself, What then 1
If I would have my name endure,
T'll write it on the hearts men

In characters of living light,

From kindly works and actions wrought,
And these beyond the reach of time

Shall live immortal as my thought |

—Horatio Alger.
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BY R, WALTER WRIGHT, B.D,

A man of purpose, like the granite hills
Which face the storm and never flinch, the same
In darkness and in day, when lightnings flame
And earthquakes rock. The deeds a great heart wills
Are this world's elemental strength, the sills
Which silently support Truth's mighty frame,
And give to Beauty its enduring fame,
And even eternity with safety fills,
Yet round about it and above must rise,
Like clouds that wrap the mountain crag, incense
Of prayer to link man with Omnipotence ;
Thus knowledge comes and faith unconquerable,
Serenity which naught can terrorize,
And mastery over powers of earth and hell.
Hamilton, Ont.

Advertise Success

OME years ago a minister, now in charge of one of the
leading churches in M , but at the time of this
incident, a recently inducted pastor in a small country

church down east, came to service on a fine Sunday morning
and found, as was then usual in the community, a very small
audience

Feeling greacly discouraged at the meagre apparent result
of a considerable amount of faithful effort on his part, he
referred in his sermon to the lack of result and the apathy of
the people.

In one particular pew, listening with marked attention, he
noticed a gentleman evidently from the city. At the close
of the service he hastened down to the pew to greet the
stranger, and was introduced by the old couple, who regularly
occupied the seat, to their son, Mr. G , & prominent
merchant,

“1I'm very glad to meet you,” said Mr. G in the hearty
manner characteristic of him. “ I'm only staying a few days
with father and mother. Can’t you come up to tea with us
Monday night? I should like to have a talk with you.”

The young pastor, cheered by the kindly attention, gladly
accepted the invitation, *Come early in the afternoon,”
said Mr. G , “s0 we can have a walk, and a talk about
the old place.” .

Mr. G , himself, met the young minister at the gate
and with the skill of a boy on the old farm helped him put
the horse in the barn, aud, after they had gone in to see
“ father and mother,” hurried the young man off for a walk
“to look at the crops.”

The conversation drifted to the church in the community
and the work to be done. The pastor began to speak of his
discouragements,

“ Now there, brother, you have given me my favorite text,
I wanted to speak to you about that. You are a young man,
just starting. I am pretty well along. T want you to start
right.  You'll pardon me if T talk ph\lnl) won't you!’

“Certainly, Mr. G I'll be very thankful for any
counsel you can give me,” was the earnest reply.

“Well now, that's good, T wanted to say to you, never
advertise failure. 'We all have our successes, Speak only of
them. Tf 1'm opening up a new line of goods 1 speak of it in
all the papers. But I don’t advertise my losses. Tt does the
public no good to hear of one's failures, and it harms
business,”

“That may be very true in business, Mr. G——,
would you apply it to the Church !

“ Why, tell of its victories, its successes. Speak of the
revival up in L Tell about the missionaries recently
sent out. Speak about what you've already done here. I
hear you have a large Young Men’s Club, and several have
been added to the church. Talk about these things. Bat,
whatever you do, don’t speak of failures or discouragements,
Tt will damage your cause.”

The conversation branched off into other directions. The
“old folk,” the merchant and the minister spent a very happy
tea hour and evening together. They parted with a word of
prayer. There was a hearty handshake from all, and a
fervent “God bless you,” from the merchant. The _young
minister drove back to his lodgings with a new deter
in his life.—F. W. Murray in the Presbyterian.

, but how
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Quiet Hour.

The Higher Lfe

Walk in the light ! Tn darkness theie is
fear,

The way is dim, and evil shapes appear ;

Choose thou the sunshine, for it is thy
right ;

He knows no fear whose path is in the

light.

Build on the heights ! Below, in every
breath,

Lurk germs of listlessness, disease, and
death ;

Life-giving air, bright days and star-lit
nights—

These are for him whose home is on the
heights.

Live near to God! In Him is strength
and peace
Joy that abides, and life that will not

ease ;

Too long thy feet the path of doubt have
trod ;

Leave thy low /fe! Rise up, and live
with God '

—William P. Mervill, D.D., in the

Interior.

Zeal.

BY REV. R. 0. ARMSTRONG,

Are we forgetting about this great es.
sential qualification of the Christian in
these days of education and organization !
When Isainh prophesied about the com
ing kingdom and reign of the Wonderful
Son of which there should be no end, he
adds—and it is important to notice it
“The zeal of the Lord of hosts will per-
form this.” Progress is not a necessity.
Progress, so far as we are concerned, is
conditional. Not love, not truth, not
faith comes into prominence here, but
zeal, burning earnestness, something
transcending reason and argument. In
no quality of the Christian worker is God
more manifest than in zeal. Look at
Christ cleansing the temple. Did
he preach to them! Did he call out
“Order!” and argue with them! We
read that he made a scourge of cords, and
cast them out, and overthrew the tables of
money. That was zeal. We do not read
that they dared to oppose him. Vice is
a coward. Sin is weak. When zeal gets
after them it is like one of the Almighty’s
lightning shafts,

‘We are not at a loss for examples of zeal
—in some things. Farmers show it.
Politicians show it. Students show it,
both at study and at football. We see
plenty of it in geu.ing up the social func-
tions. The patrons of religious fads have
abundance of it. Members of the “Ladies’
Aid " often exhibit it when they are ar-
ranging for the annudl supper. But
where is zeal for the Lord of hosts 1

In this short list we have just men-
tioned a thoughtful soul might be
puzzled to know what they were all so
zealous about. Have we anything to be
zealous over! Most assuredly we have,
Think of the nature and aims of

i d

the story of the Christ, the cradle, the
cross, the resurrection, the ascension, im
mortality, redemption, salvation, and
*“the many-tinted wisdom of God.” Nor
isthis all.  Zeal does not spend itself in
reflecting on the sublime and beautiful.
1t manifescs itself in continual aggression,
Lukewarmness, indifference and polic;
are its foes. Earnes'ness, fervor, warmt
and passion are its friends. The Bible as
an unerring counsellor directs our ener-
gies and exhorts us to be zealous of good
works— Sabbath keeping,  benevolences
and so on ; to contend earnestly for the
faith once delivered unto the saints, main-
taining purity of doctrine as against Mor-
monism, Antinomianism, Spiritualism or
any other “ism” subversive to sanity
and common-sense ; to interest ourselves
passionately in the salvation of men, in
missionary labors, in the welfare of the
saints ; and, above all, for the giory of
God. :

Nothing will accomplish results like
zeal. Tt is like the powder behind the
shot. The shot may be large or small.
A man may be as learned as Bacon and
as eloquent as Gladstone, but if he hasn't
zeal he won't do any damage to the
enemy. On the other hand, he may be
the least of the saints, unlearned and
ignorant, but with zeal he will drive an
army back, To illustrate, look at David
conquering Goliath or Peter preaching at
Pentecost, The instruments were weak
indeed, but the zeal was mighty. The
man who talks fiction as if it were a fact
draws a bigger crowd than the man who
talks facts as if they were fiction. Moody
was nbt known as a preacher, but he was
tremendously in earnest and by zeal did
wonders,

Zeal, zeal, zeal! Let us pray forit. In
fellowship with God we gain it. In con-
tact with zealous men and women we
keep it up and strengthen it. Reading
the biographies of great workers gives it
impetus. Pray without ceasing for it.
Zeal is contugious. Others will eatch it.
Zeal and yeast come from the same root
word.

Emerson, Man,

Religious Experience
BY PROF. B. P. BOWNE, LL.D.

In non-Christian countries religion is
largely mechanical. Various rites of a
purely formal sort are performed, and
this is religion. They have no connection
with righteousness, and make no demand
upon the love and loyalty of the heart.
Something of the same kind appears also
in the history of the Christian Church.
The sacerdotal and ritual element has
often obscured the moral and spiritual
factor ; and religious mechanism, with-
out any vital character, has become
prominent. The Church has been re-
garded as having full power of attorney
in matter of salvation, so that the
individual did not need to appear at all.
He entrusted his case to the Church, and
the Church did the rest.

Against this tendency religious re-
formers, from the prophets down, have
had to protest. They have insisted on

the worthl of rites and ceremonies

Christianity. That p the g
themes that can engage the mind of man.
Consider for a moment, the love of God,

apart from the devotion of the heart and
the consecration of the life. There can
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be no proxyism in religion, but each one
must come face to face with God in re-
peniar.ce, humility, fuith and obedience.
Religion wust he no hearsay, but an
experience,

Now all this is very true, but it is easy
to mistake just what the truth is. The
essential fuct in the case is that religion
must be made a personal matter, No
one can be obedient, or consecrated, or
holy for me. I must myself be obedient,
consecrated, holy ; I must myself enter
into filial relations with God; I must
myself take Christ’s yoke upon me.
Religion must be a matter of my own life
and experience.

But this, which is the truth of the
matter, is often taken to mean that in
order to be religions we must have an
experience. And this experience is
viewed as some peculiar psychological
occurrence, generally of a markedly
rhapsodic and emotional order ; and the
having of this experience is made the test
of having “ got religion.” That religion
must become a matter of personal life
and experience is a religious truism. That
we must have an experience in order to
be Christians is a religious falsism. Yet
this falsism has so confused us that a
great many inquirers, instead of surren-
dering themselves to God in faith and
oledience, are seeking to have an experi-
ence. They are looking for something to
happen to them; and when nothing
happens, as is often the case, then comes
the familiar sense of uncertainty and
artificiality in religion.

The following case will illustrate the
error: A youth of sixteen, of intelligence
and good character, was seeking to get
religion. For eleven nights he bowed at
the altar, anxiously doing all that was
told him. He was told to believe, and
he believed. He was told to give up all,
and he gave up all. He was told to
consccrate himself, and he consecrated
himself. And still nothing happened.
So it wore on for eleven nights. By
this time the brethren grew impatient.
Absolutely unsuspicious of their own
dense ignorance of the Gospel, they con-
cluded there must be some keeping back
part of the price, or some hidden iniquity

1of. A ing ini
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publicly denounced the h‘;y, declaring
that God. himself could do nothing for
him so long as he was harboring secret
sin and regarding iniquity in his hegrt—
which he certainly must be doing or he
would not fail to get through. The
young man remains embittered against
religion until this day.

Another illustration is less depressing :
A young minister, recently from college,
found in the ecommunity two elderly men
of good sense and good character, but not
in the Church. He sought to bring them.
into the fold and began to use the
traditional formulas. They stopped him,
saying they had been through all that,
and knew there was nothing in it.  Then
they asked him if he had anything
further to suggest. The young pastor
was much put to it at first, but finally he
fell back on the Gospel, and urged “themr
to begin to live in such a way as they
thought would please Jesas Christ and
let everything else go. They did so, and
soon became happy and effective members
of the Church.
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Both of these cases are instructive.
The former shows the danger of the
religious fashion of seeking for an ex-
perience instead of beginning the life of
obedience, trusting in the promises of
our Lord. The latter shows that such
life will not fail to justify itself in
experience, when it is seriously entered
upon and carried on in dependence on
God for help and illamination.— Zion's
Herala,

The Easy-Chair

We once heard of a dear old saint,
living all alone in a humble cottage in an
out-of-the-way place, some distance from
the busy town, with very few neighbors
about her and they quite poor.

She was too feeble to work, but God
had put it into the hearts of some of His
children to look after her and minister
to her necessities that she did not come
to want. Her stopping place (for it
could hardly be called a home) was
scantily furnished ; a bed, a chair, a table,
a stool, a cupboard, and a stove were all
she had.

Upon being asked, “Do you never
murmur at your lot !” she replied : “Satan
does tempt me to murmur sometimes
when things are bare ”

“ And what do you do then ?”

“Why, I just ask the Lord to put me
in the easy-chair to keep me quiet.”

Her visitor looked about in vain for
anything like an easy-chair. “1 don't
think T quite understand you.”

“No, you don’t see it,” she said ; “but
it is always close by, and when He sets
me in it I just rest and say to Satan:
‘Now you be quiet’ My easy-chair is
Romans viii, 28 : ¢ And we know that all
things work together for good to them
that love God, to them who are the called
according to His purpose ”

The visitor learned a lesson from the
dear old lady, and many times since has
tried the easy-chair and found it a great
comfort. Reader, have you this easy-
chair in your home as a part of your
furniture

Our Own Sculptors

When I was in Paris many years ago,
over in the Latin Quarter were gathered
a great. many of the sculptors, and there
was one place where thoy mixed the clay
for nearly all the sculptors in the neigh-
borhood.  An artist intending to make a
statue would go round in the morning to
this wholesale dealer in clay, and find it
already mixed for his use. He could
take it to his studio and use it. All the
same clay, mixed in the same place and
mixed by the same man ; but one artist
made his clay into a stdtuc of Venus,
another artist made it into a statue of
Hercules, and another into the statue of
the Emperor of France. Each one took
the clay from the same bed, and moulded
it into an entirely |different thing. 1Tt
was not possible for any two of these
artists to do precisely the same thing
with that same clay.

8o God furnishes us with the clay of
life. We can use it as we will, within
certain grand limitations. But we can

make our lives what we choose to make
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them, if we will take the clay which God
furnishes us, and in accordance with His
laws work out a helpful and reasonable
ambition. —Rev. R, H. Conwell.

Do They Harmonize?

A purple hat trimmed with bright
pink and yellow flowers would at once
strike the sensitive eye as lacking in
harmony. The sensitive eye looks for har
mony in color as the sensitive ear seeks
harmony in music, In selecting colors
the question is, do they harmonize per-
fectly?  Aud, if one has doubts as to the
harniony of certain colors, it is better to
select those about which there can be no
doubt.

But the law of harmony is by no
means confined to color, There is also
harmony, or the lack of it, in our actions.
What of this harmony! Do certain
amusements, for example, harmonize with
an ideal Christain life? Have we doubts
as to how they appear in the eyes of Him
who is of perfect sight! Have we a
fitting sense of harmony in the higher
things !

It would, perhaps, be untrue to say that
anyone is without this sense in some
degree. But it is within the mark to
say that it is a sense which, in many
instances, is meagrely cultivated. Even
with things that are not positively wrong,
a fine sense of harmony may, in many
instances, very fittingly find no place for
them in the higher life,

Doubt about a business transaction, a
social programme, etc., may often be
settled by the simple question, does it
harmonize — East and West.

Co-operating With Temptation

In his little book, “ Steps Christward,”
Mr. Bridgman, the Managing Editor of
The Congregationalist, tells of “a small
boy who had been forbidden from going
in swimming too often, He returned
home one day with unmistakable signs
that he had been in the water. When
his mother remonstrated with him, he
replied, ‘Yes, I know, mother, 1 did
wrong, but I was tempted.’ *But how
did you happen to have your bathing
suit with you?' ¢ Well, I took it along,
thinking I might be tempted.’”

How often, adds Mr. Bridgman, we

pitulate in ad to a ptation ?
We intend to yield if only we get a
chance. We do not go to meet it with
our pur, immovably fixed to frustrate
and defeat it. Long before the actual
conflict we have really decided that
there will be no conflict at all. We will
surrender. We don’t acknowledge this.
We go into battle with all the pretence
of war. There is a great fiction of fight-
ing, but none of the real thing, and .as
soon as we are really in, down we go.

The only way to conquer temptation
is to set about it from the first instant,
long before the temptation is on us, and
to go straight through it without admit-
ting for a moment any other thought
than the thought of victory.

How often we deliberately walk into
temptation | What is the use of pray-
ing, “Lead us not into ion,” if
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we rise from our knees and walk straight
in? We carry our bathing suits with us,
We go preparved for the very thing we
ought to go prepared against. The only
right course is to stay away from all the
temptation we dare, and to give what
temptation is unavoidable just as little
chance to grip us as we can.

If going in swimming is forbidden, let
us take to the hills. If climbing trees is
under the ban, let us make for the open
meadows,

An Honest Skeptic Converted

Dr. R. A, Torrey, writing of his great
meeting at Liverpool, England, gives the
following incident :

“1 made an offer in one of my sermons
the other night that if any honest skeptie,
agnostic, infidel, atheist or Unitarian
would come to me, I would show him the
way to find out beyond a peradventure
that Jesus Christ was the Son of God and
the Bible the Word of God. One man
came to me a few days later, saying he
wished to accept that offer ; that he Lad
come to doubt the existence of God, and
to doubt everything. On talking with
him I found out that the secret of his
difiiculty was sin. We had a plain talk
together, and I told him what to do, and
he promised to doit. Two or three days
after God met him in a weonderful way,
and he wrote mea letter describing it. 1
read this letter in the meeting, not know-
ing that he wus there. He sprang to
his foet, with his face all aglow, and
said :

“ I am here '

““Well, then,’ I said, *stand upon
that chair and give your testimony.’

*“The power of God seemed to be upon
him. The whole audience was stirred,
His face was beaming, and people were
laughing and weeping. This is but one
case. 1donot know that I have ever
seen a work in which 5o many people
stepped out so quickly into radiant joy.”

Prayer in the Morning

Go not, my friend, into the dangerous
world without prayer. You kneel down
at night to pray, and drowsiness weighs
down your eyelids ; a hard day’s work is
a kind of excuse, and you shorten your
prayer and resign yourself so'tly to
repose. The morning breaks, and it may
be you rise late, and so your early devo-
tions are not done, or are done with
irregular haste. No watching unto
prayer ! wakefulness once more omitted ;
and now is that reparable ! We solemnly
believe not. There has been that done
which cannot be undone. You have
given up your prayer, and you will suffer
for it. Temptation is before you and
you are not ready to meet it. There isa
guilty feeling on the soul, and you linger
at a distance from God. It is no marvel
if that day in which you suffer drowsiness
to interfere with prayer be a day in
which you shrink from duty. Moments
of prayer intruded on by sloth cannot be
made up. We may get experience, but
we cannot get back the rich freshness
and strength which were wrapped up in
those —Frederick W. Robertson,
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Editorial.

The Japanese Way With Opium

Japan is winning peaceful victories not less honorable than
those of war. While her soldiers are expelling the Russian
armies from Manchuria, her civil servants are driving the
opium traflic and the opium habit from the island of Formosa.
And they are doing it with characteristic thoroughness and
success, It is surely a high compliment to the Mikado's
government when the United States’ Committee on the
Opium Evil in the Philippines declare that while they visited
and studied Java, Cochin China, the Straits Settlements, and
various places in China, including British Hong Kong, they
really found the solution of the problem in the Japanese
administration of the Island of Formosa.

The New York Outlook remarks that there is good reason
why this should be the case, In Japan public sentiment is
intensely hostile to the use of opium. *An opium user in
Japan would be socially a leper. A Japanese may get drunk
every night in the week on sake, without losing caste, but
woe betide him if he resorts to the seductions of opium.”
“The Japanese, to a man, fear opium as we do the cobra or
the rattlesnake.” All over the East opium is recognized as
an evil ; but nowhere else as in Japan is it dreaded as a
mendce to national life. The laws against opium in Japan,
prohibiting not only its sale, but even its use, °xcept as
medicine, are therefore as the committee emphatically states,
«“kept to the letter,” in a population of 47,000,000.”

In seeking to suppress the opium trade in Formosa, the
Japanese are employing methods at once drastic and effective.
The Government forbids the cultivation of the poppy, restricts
the posscssion of the instruments used in opium-smoking to
licensed persons, forbids all Japanese from using opium except
on medical order in lukneu, and forbids it to every one else
except to those who are | d as chronic morph
In this last provision the Japanese (xovemment recognizes
the fact that a person who has become addicted to the drug
is subject to grave injury if he is suddenly deprived of it.
Indeed, to deprive an * opium fiend ” of his drug is to induce
a mania which would work social injury of the gravest sort.

But the Japanese Government is not content with pro-
tecting, on the one hand, non-users from the habit, and
gradually eliminating, on the other hand, the use of the drug
from the island by the death and departure of morpho-
maniacs, The Government has undertaken to assist morpho-
maniacs in breaking off the habit. Thus, it has provided
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that ‘““any victim can receive treatment in one of the ten
government hospitals of Formosa; medical care is provlded
for those outside of the hospitals, and paraphlets i

home treatment are placed in their hands,”

Those who ought to know cherish the hope, that in the
course of twenty-five years, the island will be virtually rid of
the opium curse,

The American C i were 80 imp d with the
effectiveness of the Japanese methods, that they now recom-
mend that the same system, adapted to local conditions, be
applied to the Phillippine Islands. It augurs well for Japan
as the future leader of the Orient, when the American ltepnb—
lic sits at her feet as a student of colonial
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The Value of Neatness

The empty headed dude has long been the subject of
infinite jest., But we may as well recognize the fact that a
good appearance is becoming more and more an essential
factor in success. Clothes do not make the man, but a regard
for one's personal appearance argues a certain self-respect
without which no man’s character is complete. A man who
is slovenly nbout his permn is likely to be slovenly in trans-
acting his employer’s busi M , in this critical
age, no one can afford to be an eyesore to the public or his
friends.

An exchange informs us that in Chicago, one big firm has
put such stress upon the details of toilet as applying to
employees that it has hud printed a booklet containing useful
hints as to the care of the hair and nails. The wearing of
tasteful and wellfitting dress, and with many little sugges-
tions as to the proper day costume of both men and women.
These are distributed among the people employed by the firm.

Employers in various branches of trade and business are
paying attention to the subject of neatness in the appearance
of their employees. One railroad supplies all new conductors,
ticket sellers, and other employees with a little circular, in
which are printed suggestions regarding the necessity of

ing a tidy app

Anolher railroad has the following standing order: “ All
men who are employed by this company are expected to assist
the directorate in making the line as attractive as possible by
themselves cultivating ‘smartness ’ and good style as well as

neatness of attire.”

Probably the editor's comment is not far astray—‘ Next
to actual ability to perform the tasks assigned him, a cheery
manner and a presentable appearance are the very best
capital a man can have.”

Insure Your Life

No method of investing small savings can equal endow-
ment life insurance, especially when the policy is taken early
inlife. It has two great advantages. First, it encourages and,
indeed, ensures the habit of saving, as the annual premiums
must be met. Money which under ordinary circumstances
might be spent in unnecessary indulgences, is carefully laid
aside for the insurance payment. Besides this, there is the
sense of security that comes from an absolutely safe invest-
ment. Persons of moderate means should carefully avoid
putting their money into any enterprise or scheme that
involves much risk. Thousands have lost their little all by
doing this. .

We would advise the young men who read this paper to
take out an endowment policy in some good company, just as
soon as they are able to pay for it, and even to deny them-
selves a good deal in order to do it. There are many excel-

hi
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lent companies, but we believe that “ The Equity 7 which
advertises in this paper, is thoroughly reliable, and certainly
offers special advantages to total abstainers, It has been
shown beyond the shadow of a doubt that the chances of an
abstainer for long life are much greater than even the mod
erate drinker. Why should he not have the advantage which
this more favorable death rate warrants in the prices that are
charged for insurance ! By going into a compuny like the
Equity, he will certainly obtain this. The manager, Mr
Sutherland, is a veteran insurance manager, who believes in
total abstinence in theory and practice,

Thought He Had Done Enough

At one of our summer schools last August, a mother was
accompanied by her little boy, and they both became very
much interested in China. Shortly after, the mother noticed
that the little fellow was spending money that had been
given to himon candy. In an interesting way one day she told
him of the amount of rice he might buy to satisfy the hunger
of needy little children, adding * Now, Paul, why don’t you
save your coppers and send them to the Jennie Ford Orphan
age away over in China to feed the little ones there.”
““Oh!” he replied, “Jennie Ford's orphans are all right, 1
gave them three cents yesterday. They're not hungry yet.
Like that little boy we, too, may deem the eflort of yesterday
sufficient.

In conversation with a prominent League worker, the fear
was expressed that our young people were placing the collect-
ing of money for missions as the basis of missionary effort, If
a society is taking intelligent, systematic interest in various
parts of the world, to which the Gospel should be sent, what
mental, moral and spiritual cultivation must be going on? In
many instances, however, the prayer and study are omitted,
and unless we are more careful, the giving in the years to
come cannot but suffer if these are neglected. Let us build
upon a solid foundation. While every other method is more
or less general a study class results in the real acquisition of
knowledge. There are no books more fascinating or readable
than those relating to missions. If you would bedeck
memory’s walls with portaits that would speak as living com-
panions then study the careers of Hart, Judson, Mackay,
Carey, Livingstone and other lives which have heen touched
by the Divine artist. We must know the conditions in the
mission fields, the successes already gained, the possibilities
for the future, and learn to appreciate that the foundation of
true missionary effort is in the spirit of Christ himself.

Kindly Take Note of This

We have, upon several occasions, requested League officers
to refrain from sending for publication papers that have
been read at Conventions and local League meetings, and yet
they continue to come. It is most embarrassing for the
editor to be forced to decline them, but what else can be
done! They are, in most cases, very excellent essays, and
sound well when read, but are not often in shape for
publication, and are nearly always too long. To prepare
them for the printer takes too much of the editors time,
Besides this, they frequently deal with topics which have been

treated very fully in these pages, and thus lack the element *

of novelty. We are always anxious to hear of any successful
method of work which has been adopted anywhere, provided
the report be written specially for this paper, and put into
concise form, but our friends will oblige by not sending Con
vention Essays,

EPWORTH ERA.
Life at High"Pressure
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A distinguishing characteristic of this age is the hurry and
bustle accompanying all our doings.
from the commercial spirit of tolay.

This arises very largely

Every one is bent on
business. The perpetual hurry and bustle to be scen any day
in our large cities will show clearly the rapid rate at which
we are living in modern times,
has been called.

“Life at high pressure,” it
The evils arising from it are many, but we
might mention two. Tt is destructive to the health, wearing
out thy physical powers to such an extent as to produce en
feebled constitutions, subject to all kinds of disease, for in
addition to the wear and tear of the neevous system, conse
quent upon the continued anxiety of mind and tension of the
mental faculties, there is also, what is perhaps more injurious,
the destruction of the digestive organs by the hurry with
which meals are taken, and the small period of rest appor
tioned to the body in order to enable digestion to g0 on pro
perly. Then again, there is lack of time for reading and
thinking which this state of thingsinvolves, The newspaper
takes the place of the Bible, and a list of stocks and shares is
considered more important than the profoundest work issued
from the press. What reading there is is quite in keeping
with the hurry and bustle to be observed in all things else
Books are glanced at, not carefully read and digested. Their
contents are skimmed over, not mastered and reflected upon,
A result of this is the existence of a class of lite

ure adapted
to the case.  Wretched novels and unnatural stories of every
kind are published, and find numerous readers, while good
books containing sober and beautiful thoughts are scarcely
looked at.  With such habits as these we fear the age might
be called superficial. '

A Cup of Coffee .

The potency for good of a simple act of friendliness is illus.
trated anew by a recent undertaking of the Bible Teachers
Training-School of New York. Opposite the school for blocks
and blocks stretch the yards where the construction is being
carried on of the new terminal for the New York Central
Railroad. From the window of the well-equipped school
building the workmen at noonday could be seen sit
rock or plank, eating a cold and uninviting lunch, The
brotherliness of the Bible School took practical expression
one cold January morning in a procession which left the
kitchen bearing cups and saucers and boilers of hot coffee.
The men at first could hardly believe that any one cared
enough for their comfort to wish to give them this welcome
addition to their meal ; they thought they were being guyed,
and looked suspiciously in the bottom of their cups for pledges
or invitations to prayer-meetings. As nothing more dangerous
was forthcoming than a cheery word from the munager, who
at twelve noonday and twelve midnight with the hot coffee,
freely dispensing as much as any one wanted, surprise and
suspicion changed to heart appreciation. The impulse with
which this sharing began took no account of ‘“fighting the
saloon,” and was in the name of brotherhood rather than of
temperance. All the more gratifying was the remark from
the foreman, whose permission to enter the yards with the
coffee had been most grudgingly given, that, for the first time
in his experience, the day after pay-day found all his men at
work, none laid off from dissipation. And he added with satis-
faction that he found very few absentees in the afternoon ;
that before they had the coffee the men would leave the yards
for a drink, which always resulted in some being unfit to
return,
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Methodist Chat

The Methodist Episcopal Church has
sold the property used for a book deposi-
in San Francisco for the sum of

World-wide Methodism now numbers
7,805,418  members, 49,364 ordained
preachers, 106,418 local achers, 89,780
places of worship and 7,739 Sunday-
school scholars.

An appeal is made by the Methodist
Church of Australia for a special fund
of £10,000 for foreign mission work.
Most of this money, it is proposed, is to
be used in enlarging and equipping the
work in Fijl.

The Christian Literature Company has
issued an edition of Rev. William
Arthur's “ Tongue of Fire ; or, The True
Power of Christianity,” in Bengali. The
printing was done by the Methodist Pub-
lishing House at Calcutta.

“Not for twenty years has Methodism
in this city (New York) been so active,
vigorous and successful. In the most
gracious and inspiring way the work Is
going forward. A spirit of blessed ex-
pectation rests upon the people so that
even greater things are being looked for
with holy confidence™ So writes
“ Stylus.”

The Year-Book of the Methodist Epis-
copal Church for 1905 gives'a total mem-
bership of 3,064,735 ; increase over last
, 32,817 ; a net gain in four years of
1 . The number of churches is
28,394, valued at $135,456,621, The
number of parsonages is 12,239, valued
at $22,672,106. The total indebtedness
on churches and parsonages 1s $10,899.196.
A total of $2,942,079 was contributed to
all official benevolences,

Doctor Todd, in The Christian Advo-
cate, writes of a druggist in Germany
who explained his religious duties as a
Roman Catholic in this way : “ They are
very light, 1 go to confession once a
year and that keeps me in good stand-
ing.” We fear there are some Meth-
odists, so-called, whose religious duties
are fully as light as those of this very
frank German druggist. ~What to do
about the standing of such useless “ mem-
bers " puzzles many a minister who is
anxious to keep a correct record and
make an honest report.

An evangelistic appeal to the Meth-
odists of Boston has been issued by Dr.
Charles A. Crane, pastor of the People’s
Temple, that city. The appeal concludes
with this exhortation : “ Brethren, if we
will but unite, heartily work together,
and emphasize the eternal essentials, the
day will soon return when Methodists
shall have the power for which our
fathers were blessed and praised. With
the laymen of our church united thus,
having only one desire, and that the sav-
ing of men alive from sin, our success
under the wise leadership available will
be assured.”

Rev, J. Scott Lidgett, in an article in
The Methodist Times of London, dis-
cussing some proposed changes in the
class-meeting In the English Wesleyan
Church, says : “ All are agreed that the
class-meeting must be maintained and
improved. It is, perhaps, the most
precious, as it is certainly the most dis-
tinctive, inheritance of Methodism. It
is that upon which wise and sympathetic
outsiders, like the late Dr. Dale, fasten
at once as an invaluable means for real-
izing the full spiritual fellowship of the
Christian Church, It has every sign of
continued vitality,

Dr. McKenzie, a Congregationalist, was
recently invited to address the Boston
preachers’ meeting. He began by say-
ing that it seemed strange to him that
he, a Congregationalist, should be asked

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

to speak to Methodist ministers upon
evangelism. “ You have always seemed
to me the hest living illustration of
evangelists.  If you have lost the power
at all, go back to your old paths, your
old gospel, your fervor, your passion tor
souls, especially to your wonderful power
of song. Be Methodists, and do not try
to be anything else. Lon't try to be
Congregationalists.”

Our old friend, Dr. S. A. Steele, writes
in an exchange: “1 am reading Meth-
odist biography, and contact with the
ploncers keeps my soul on fire. ‘The
tro s of Miltiades will not let me
slee exclaimed Themistocles, In a
far higher sense, 1 feel like saying the
triumphs of the pioneer Methodist
preacher will not let me sleep! 0O, for
their holy abandon of zeal for the Mas-
ter ; their robust faith ; their dauntless
courage ; their fidelity to their one work;
their simplicity and power. O, that the
Methodist Church may be true to its
mission as a great evangelistic church,
and fulfil its high commission to carry
the gospel to the earth’s remotest bounds.
Let everybody say amen!™

Temperance

Of every one hundred alcoholics at-
tacked by pneumonia seventy die, while
of every one hundred non-alcoholics so
attacked only twenty-three die.

The Brahmin, Buddhist, and Moham-
medan religions absolutely forbid the
manufacture, sale and use of intoxicating
drinks, the curse of nations and re-
ligions.

According to a lecture given by the
very Rev. Dr. Coffey, of Maynooth, in a
County Roscommon. Roman Catholic
Church, there are now 26,000 licensed
drinking-places in Ireland, or omne for
every 170 members of the population.

“1 want to say right here that I've
heard a good deal of talk in my time
about using whiskey, and I've met a good
many thousand men who bragged when
they were half-loaded that they could
quit at any moment, but I've never met
one of these fellows who could while
the whiskey held out. It's been my ex-
perience that when a fellow begins to
brag that he can quit whenever he wants
to, he has usually reached the point
where he can’'t.”—Old Gorgon Graham.

“The saloon-keeper and the drinker's
field of operations is constantly becom-
ing narrowed. The railroads have
thrown these classes into their scrap-
heap; the old-line insurance companies de-
mand from them extra premiums as for
‘ hazardous risks,’ and the ‘goat’ of the
benevolent societies refuses to carry them
at all.”  The last clause of this state-
ment from The New Voice refers to the
fact that of sixty-four beneficiary socle-
ties, fifty-three are closed to the bar-
tender and saloon-keeper, and of the re-
mainder, three classify them as “ hazard-
ous risks.”

A prominent Scotch physician has
pointed out how close is the relation be-
tween drink and insanity, and how, in
large towns and cities, mental disease,
as the result of alcoholism, is steadily
on the increase, He also points out,
what ordinary people are likely to over-
look, that brain deterioration, coming
short of actual insanity, is getting very
common as the result of drinking habits,
only this does not strike people as for-
cibly as does a case of positive insanity.
Yet for one who becomes insane, one
hundred suffer from brain deterioration,
which in its train brings all manner of
vice. The physician adds : “ These facts
the public should have rubbed into them
by the press every week. The clergy,
some people think, preach too much ; but
we doctors do not preach on the doctrine
of physical righteousness nearly enough.”

/
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Literary Lines

The Publishers’ Weekly says that the
most noteworthy feature of the past year
in the publishing field was the fact that
more good books were printed and sold
than in any other year of late,

A manuscript copy of Edgar Allan
Poe's poem, *““ Ulalume,” all in the poet's
own handwriting, has just been sold at
auction in New York. It brought $1,000.
Many other relics, mostly letters of the
gifted writer, were disposed of at prices
ranging from $20 to $160.

“John Knox and His Times” is the
title of a booklet of 24 pages, by P.
Hume Brown, recently published by
Oliphant, Anderson & Ferrier, Edin-
burgh. It is an Interesting sketch of
the great reformer’s life and work, and
can be brought for 5 cents,

It may not be generally known that
Gen, Wallace was a most painstaking
writer., He wrote first on a slate, so
that erasures might easily be made ; then
he copied from the slate with a soft
pencil on paper, and, when all was to his
satisfaction, he copled with ink with such
percision that one page of his manu-
seript made exactly one page of the
printed book. He has been known to
write but one line in a day, and then to
erase it entirely within twenty-four hours,
He believed that a thing that is worth
doing at all is worth doing well.

Of the making of many books there
is no end. It is estimated that new
and original books are being issued in
the United States at the rate of ten a day,
or 3,660 a year, which is probablv forty
times as many as the most diligent reador
can posgibly peruse. As the world is
already full of bhooks, and as new books
will probably keep on flowing in at the
rate of 36,500 for every decade, it is evi-
dent that book readers in all the future
must fall more and more behind the
times, or else discard and ignore most
of the books already issued. and be very
select with reference to those to come.

General Religious News

The Methodist Times says: * Thank
God, it is not now neecssary to go to
Wales to meet with fervor in chapels,
All over England a new spirit of prayer-
fulness and expectation has been awak-
ened in connection with what we call our
‘ordinary services,’ and ministers and
people are now beginning to realize that
it is gloriously possible to have an out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit without the
presence of a special missioner. We
have already got a revival of the spirit
of prayer in many of our circuits, both
in town and village.”

Rev. Kerr Boyce Tupper, D.D,, has an
interesting article in The Northwestern
Christian Advocate on “Men in the
Church,” in which he sounds an optimistic
note as follows : “ The largest congrega-
tion in the city of Boston is unquestion-
ably that of Tremont Temple, and there
the majority present are not infrequently
men. One of the largest congregations
in New York City is that at the Madison
Square Presbyterian Church, and there
generally the majority present are men.
The two largest congregations in the city
of Brooklyn are those of the Plymouth
Church, and of the Baptist Temple, and
in these two congregations men quite
often predominate. The largest congre-
gation In the city of Chicago is that which
gathers weekly in the Auditorium, once
presided over by the scholarly Swing,
and now by the eloguent Gunsaulus ;
and there, weekly, men in greater num-
bers than women, it is said. crowd every
available space. Among the largest con-
gregations in the city of Philadelohia
are those of the Grace Temple, the Holy
Trinity, the Second Presbyterian, and the
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First Baptist Churches, and at the night
services, at least, at each of these
churches, it will be found that quite
generally more men attend than women.
It is a fallacy, therefore, that men do not
8o to church. Men do go to church,
and in large numbers, and with sym-
pathetic soul, when pastor and people
give them something to go for. m
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Pertinent Paragraphs

Love never gives out, the more you
throw away, the more you have to give.

If I can put some touches of rosy sunset
into the life of any man or woman then
I feel that I have wrought with God.—
George Macdonal

thing which satisfies their highest intel-
lectual and spiritual aspirations and
needs."

A blind man in Madras, India, used
to repeat some of the first chapters of
St. John's Gospel. When he was asked
how he had been able to learn them, he
said that a little boy, who had been taught
in a mission school, had read these chap-
ters aloud to him so many times that he
had learned them by heart. The little boy
had finally left the village, but not one
word of those precious chapters had the
man forgotten,

Christian Endeavcor Notes

California Endeavorers are preferring
the name “ social-service committee " in-
stead of “citizenship committee,” as it
gives opportunities for branching out in
more directions,

The Irish Endeavorer reports that Lord
Curzon, viceroy of India, told a friend
that he is much interested in Christian
Endeavor, and feels that it has a large
mission in India,

The coffee clubs, in which California
Endeavorers are so much interested, now
exist in San Diego, San Jose, Los
Angeles, Bakersfleld, Santa Clara, Gilroy,
and Petaluma. That at San Jose took
in for lunches sold, $3,089 during a recent
month,

No Christian Endeavor soclety can
exist long without the support of its pas-
tor. Secretary Hinman, of China, illus-
trates this neatly : “The societies are
only the channels through which the
enthusiastic consecration of  young
Christians can be made to flow, if the
pastor regulates ‘he floodgates and
guards the embank. ents.”

Prominent People

The widow of the assassinated Grand
Duke Sergius will give 1,800,000 dinners
to the poor of Moscow as her memorial
to her husband. This will feed the poor
of Moscow for six weeks, and do some-
thing both to alleviate their suffering and
to lessen their hatred of the titled aris-
tocracy.

President Roosevelt, in his inaugural
address said : “ Toward all other nations,
large and small, our attitude must be one
of cordial and sincere friendship. We
must show not only in our words, but in
our deeds, that we are earnestly desirous
of securing their good will by acting
toward them in a spirit of just and gen-
erous recognition of all their rights.
But justice and generosity in a nation, as
in an individual, count most when shown
not by the weak, but by the strong.”

The noted hymn-writer, “ Fanny Cros-
by," bdtherwise Mrs. Frances Jane Van
Alstyne, was eighty-five years of age on
the 24th of March. At the age of six
months, hot poultices applied to her eyes
during an illness, destroyed the optic
nerve, and she has lived in rayless dark-
ness ever since—a darkness, however,
which has been for over threescore years
illumined by a rich and vitalizing experi-
ence and by radiant inner visions of the
Master and his infinite resources of grace.
As the author of many hundreds of
hymns, including “ Safe In the Arms of
Jesus,” “Near the Cross,” and *“The
Water of Life,” she has done a wonder-
ful work.

If God made no response except to
perfect faith, who could hope for help ?
He is the God of sprouting seeds and
little vital beginnings.—Maltbie Daven-
port Babeock,

The skies are never so brilliantly blue
as when they have been washed by a
storm.  The countenance of Jesus Is
never so welcome and lovable as when he
breaks forth upon us—a sun of consola-
tion and joy after trials.—T, L. Cuyler,

.D.

He chooses work for every creature
which will be delightful to them, if they
do it simply and humbly. He gives us
always strength enough and sense enough
for what he wants us to do; if we tire
ourselves or puzzle ourselves, it is our
own fault.—John Ruskin

The greatest of painters only once
painted a mysteriously divine child ; he
couldn’t have told how he did it and we
can't tell why we feel it to be divine. I
think there are stores laid up in human
nature that our understandings can
gnke no complete inventory of.—George

liot.

Prayer is the bow, the promise s the
arrow, faith is the hand which draws the
bow, and sends the arrow with the heart's
message to heaven. The bow without the
arrow is of no use ; and the arrow with-
out the bow is of little worth; and both
without the strength of the hand to no
purpose.—Salter,

‘We admire the green pastures of God's
Word, but fail to lie down and rest our
souls upon them. We are caught in the
Slough of Despond, and never see the
steps of promise, all ready there to guide
us out. We are shut up In Doubting
Castle, and the key of God’s promise lies
rusty and unused.—F, 8. Webster,

The “simple life” is the one in which
all the activities, all the alms, are di-
rected toward one end—to the fulfilling
of the will of God In ourselves, and in
all that we do. To serve God, to do his
will completely through this day and
every one of the coming days—that Is to
be free indeed.—Rev. Charles Wagner.

“If you wait for happiness to come
to you" sald a shrewd ohserver, “ you'll
wait till the last train has gone, and so
yow'll miss your chance to reach it.”
The way to happiness is not travelled
by sitting still, Happiness is not a
passive state, but the joyous activity of
the best and highest powers of the soul.

*“ There ! she has wasted another of my
precious half-hours,” said a lady impa-
tiently, returning from the parlor where
she had been entertaining an unwelcome
caller. “Did thee waste hers ?” quaintly
inquired Aunt Mercy looking up from
her work. “When two persons talk
with each other for half an hour the time
can’t be utterly wasted unless they both
help to do it.”

Few of us have been so exceptionally
unfortunate as not to find, in our own
age, some experienced friend who has
helped us by precious counsel, never to
be forgotten. We cannot render it in
kind ; but perhaps in the fulness of time
it may become our noblest duty to aid
another as we have ourselves heen aided
and to transmit to him an invaluable
treasure.~Philip Gilbert Hamerton,
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Interesting Facts

The aggregate annual letter and news-
paper mail of the world amounts to
thirty-two billion, five hundred million
pleces,

Italy is indeed a country of churches,
There are three hundred churches in
Naples ; over four hundred in Rome ;
and in the rest of Italy they are scattered
with equal profusion,

An interesting and curious calculation
Is to the effect that the railways of the
world, arranged in a straight liné, would
reach to the moon and back again to
the earth. More than half of the
mileage is in America,

The recent Mexican Christian Endeavor
convention at the City of Mexico was
attended by about five hundred delegates
from all parts of the Republic. One
hundred and thirty-one societies were
reported, with 3,403 members,

Many curious reasons are given for
absence from school. Here is one taken
from The Schoolmistress. * Dear Sir,—
Samuel cannot come to school this after-
noon, as he has glued his head to the
dresser, and we have not been able to
separate him yet.”

The fatal power of imagination was
illustrated recently by the case of a
Russian railway employee who was by
accident shut up in a refrigerator car.
He wrote on the wall: “I am becoming
colder” “I am slowly freezing.” “I
am half asleep ; these may be my last
words.”  And when they took him out
dead, the temperature of the car was only
56 ; the apparatus was out of order.

Every one knows what a Sally Lunn is,
but few people have any idea how this
particularly nice kind of tea-cake got its
name. Sally Lunn was a Bath celebrity.
who kept a cake shop which was a favor-
ite resort of both youth and age in the
old west country town. Sally originaliy
carried out her cakes, morning and even-
ing, In a basket with a white cover,
Later on her small shop in Lilliput Alley
became a favorite haunt, and Dalmer, a
baker and musician, seeing that it was
a very good thing, bought the business,
composed a song, and set it to musie.
This song became a popular street ditty,
barrows were used to distribute the now
celebrated cakes, and Dalmer finally re-
tired on the profits of the business,

Book Shelf

hooks mentioned here can be procured from the
Methodist Book and Publishing How -, Toronto.

This is the sermon, in full, preached
by Dr. Abbott a short time ago, which
has aroused so much discussion and
criticism.  The author tries to show
that a belief in the loving Fatherhood of
Fod is entirely consistent with an accept-
ance of a thoroughly modern scientfic
conception of the universe, It is some-
what difficult, however, to discover ex-
actly what Dr. Abbott does believe, as
some of his statements seem slightly
contradictory.

The Brink Problem. 1 Bishop Potter

Worth While Series ™ Published by T. V.

0., New York, Price, #5c.

Very few temperance reformerg take
the serae view of the liquor question as
Bishop Potter, who gave his Episcopal
blessine to a new saloon in New York,
and yet he is probably sincere although
very much astray in his methods. This
hook is just what might be expected from
his pen, and in our opinion will do little
toward solving the “ drink problem.”

hat is
rowell &
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FHints for Workers.
The Busy Man

If you want to get a favor done
By some obliging friend,

And want a promise, safe and sure,
On which you may depend,

Don't go to him who always has
Much leisure time to plan,

But if you want your favor done,
Just ask the busy man.

The man with leisure never has
A moment he can spare;

He's always busy “ putting off " until
His friends are in despair.

But he whose every waking hour
1s crowded full of work,

Forgets the art of wasting time—
He cannot stop to shirk;

So when you want a favor done,

‘ And want it right away,

Go to the man who constantly
‘Works twenty hours a day;

He'll ind a moment, sure, somewhere,
That has no other use,

And fix you waile the idle man
Is framing an excuse.

~—Little Workers.

Personality

Personality is more potent than words.
Men and women impart ozone to the
atmosphere without knowing what good
they have done. They become standards
of righteousness, and are all unaware
that any one looks at them to gauge his
own opinion or shape his own conduct.
They are like regular clocks, by which
the watches of the world seen to be wrong,
are set right, and are kept right. To
try to live the best in the hope that some-
how one can put the best into the alr,
and get it into the life of the school and
community, and have it become a part
of public sentiment, that surely is moble.
This is the way to live. No one ever
lives in vain who so lives. Some one Is
helped by him.

Every Fellow Work

Don't try everything at one and the
same time. Set your heart on one thing
—some special work—and bend every-
thing towards that object. ~When your
machinery gets to running smoothly, ex-
tend your vorders and take in more.
Grow out of one thing into another—
that's the idea. Announce the com-
mittee meeting for the purpose of or-
ganizing, and state clearly the object of
the committee, Let any person who has
any work to be done by that committee
hand in a statement to the chairman
of such committee, and let it be done
without delay. Right here is the secret
of success. Right here, likely, is the
point of fallure in your chapter. Or-
ganize—give them work—and then every
fellow at it. That's the idea exactly.

Working Together

Think of the value to the worker of
learning to work together. The art of
living with one another is a divine art.
You cannot do Christian work alone.
You may study alone, You may dream
or plan alone, but as soon as you really
begin to work, you touch somebody else.
One of the hardest things to learn is to
work without friction with some one
else, but when that lesson is learned you
have won a victory and achieved a success
which is for your own enlargement &s
well as for the good of the world. To
be able to work with others is to com-
municate your powers to them and to re-
ceive from them in turn. It is to link
yourself to the forces of righteousness.
It means to be brought nearer to the

great heart of God. When we learn to
work with others to a common end, if
that service be according to the will of
God, it makes one body of the Church of
Christ and gives every member access to
the life of the great Head.—Rev, Walter
Calley.

The Saviour on the Shore

Oh! the pathos of the lives that fail,
prefigured by those toiling men upon the
lake. Out upon a troubled sea, working,
it may be, deep into the night, even into
the gray dawn, toiling long and catching
nothing—such are some of us.

And when in some quiet mood in the
late night or the early morning, a voice
comes sounding across the waves, “ Have
vye any meat ? have ye caught anything?"
all we can say is, “ No.” Our souls are
weary and hungry, and we have nothing
lo eat,

Now why should this be so, when all
the time there is One standing upon the
shore, longing to tell us where to cast our
nets ?  We think we know well enough
how to look after these nets of ours, yet
we catch nothing, because we do not have
a glimpse of that blessed Presence watch-
ing patiently, not far away, to attract
our foolish eyes.

It is this that makes the difference be-
tween life and life. One man sees Jesus,
another sees him not. Not to see him is
to fail, to toil for years and catch
nothing. To see him is to triumph.—
John Edgar McFadyen.

This little Prayer has been sent out from Wales

WILL YOU MAKE THIS YOUR
DAILY PRAYER
UNTIL THE ANSWER COMES

O Lord, send a Revival and
begin in me, for Jesus’ sake.
Amen.

Promises to plead. Ts, 57, 15
Results to follow. Ps, 51, 10-

*“The Cause That He Loved ™

In a quiet cemetery in North Caro-
lina, a simple stone marks the sleep of a
young Confederate lieutenant, The in-
scription is In keeping with the simplicity
of the stone and the beauty of the spot.
It is only the name, * —— —, Lieuten-
ant, C.S.A.—aged 19 years!"” and these
suggestive words, which surely bear a
lesson deep within their heart: ‘“He
laid down his life for the cause that he
loved !

Many things are calling to our young
men, rich visions of learning, laurel
wreaths of fame, shining stores of gold.
All these are proper ambitions in their
place. .

But, as one stands upon the crowded
street corner, or in the great halls where
young men gather, and notes so often’the
haggard, restless face of discontent or
dissipation, one cannot help thinking that
the young soldier found after all, the true
secret of peace.

‘What did the Man of Sorrows mean to
teach us by his words and life ? He was
born in a manger that he might give his
followers “ many mansions.” He had to
tofl at the carpenter's bench. Yet out of
that toil he gave the “ heavy-laden rest,”
and as the direct result of his supreme
act of sacrifice he was able to bequeath
the most wonderful legacy ever given,
Peace! And those who, like him, have
given their lives gladly for a *cause
that they loved " possess the same peace
—Ernest Neal Lyon.
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Hymn
BY HEV. T. W. GLOVER,

Infinite God, of boundless grace,

Thy precious love I often trace:

It leads me to a higher plane
Where love for Thee shall never wane,

May love divine enrich my heart
And dwell therein and not depart,

Until, like Christ, my will is given
To God who Is supreme in heaven,

Thy will be done, O God above;

My heart responds to Thy sweet love,
It fills my soul with joyfulness

When I review Thy righteousness.

Come, Holy One, abide with me,
Moulding my iife, that men may see
A mortal man, allied to God,

By a pure heart through Jesus' blood,

For this I pray in Jesus' name,

Strong faith I have that shall not wane,
Until I know my life is right

Before the world and in God’s sight.

My faith in God shall still increase,
My love for Him shall never cease;
I will to Him obedience give,
And only for His glory live.

Hear me, O God, who art in heaven;
Thon hast to me salvation given,
Vouchsafe to me Thy helpful grace
That heaven may be my dwelling place.

Toronto, Dec. 20th, 1904.

Suggestive Sentences on
Prayer

‘When the leader calls for sentence
prayers, remember that he means one
sentence from many, and not many
sentences from one.

If you have never prayed aloud, and
fear that words might fail you, commit
to memory a Bible prayer, and use that.

Who prays aloud should remember that
he is voicing the need of all present, and
that all men have the same needs and the
same struggles.

Pray definitely for just what is needed.

Don’t wonder what others will think of
your prayer ; it is between you and God.

Private prayers at home make good
open prayers in the meeting,

If other motives fail to move you to
take part, try an appeal to your com-
bativeness; It is the devil’s business to
keep you still; defeat him.

Audible prayer should be audible to all
in the room; it is no prayer to him for
whom it is andible—C. E. World,

WorkKing for Recreation

‘When biographers or interviewers
asked the Jat. Wilson Barrett to name his
recreation, ‘ Working,” was his simple
answer. He was a tremendous worker
with a passion for detail. This constituted
his rest and pleasure. Cessation of.occu-
pation and activity is not rest, it is in-
dolence. The best recreation is continued
but varied activity.

Strong Believers

The strong bellevers are the great
doers. The mightier the faith, the greater
the action that will flow from it. If men
do not believe in the possibility of the
triumph of right, they will not fight for
it. “Only so far as a man believes
strongly,” said Roberston, of Brighton,
“can he act cheerfully or do anything
that is worth doing."”

I
t
8

B AR oDt s

DB B M A

P AN P D e s B3 B e

R R B -0 - - Rel-E- 1

-



April, 1905—19

Practical Plans.

An Excellent Recipe

Here is a recipe for a good prayer-
meeting: See that every active member
takes his part in prayer, testimony, in
scripture, or other recitation,

There is nothing recondite, mystical,
incomprehensible about this human side
of a good prayer-meeting; it is all con:
tained in this one sentence; See that
every active member takes his part sin
cerely and intelligently, 1 have added
two words. I do not mean glibly, elo-
quently, fluently. None of these qualities
are necessary. The active member may
take his part haltingly, stumblingly, un-
grammatically; little matter this, if he
does it sincerely, intelligently, knowing
and meaning what he says.

President, officers, Executive Commit-
tee, especially Prayer-meeting Committee,
bend all your energies to this point, if
you would have a good meeting. En-
force the pledge; live up to it yourselves;
do your best to see that every active
member takes his part in each meeting
sincerely and intelligently; and your
prayer-meeting, the furnace of your
soclely, will warm and quicken all its
activities.—Rev. F. E. Clark.

The Pastor's Place

‘Where should the pastor sit in the
young people’s meeting ? Some pastors
always sit in front, beside the leader,
and certainly any pastor should feel free
to take that position of authority and
government. In my judgment, however,
it is best for the pastor to vary his posi-
tion, now sitting in front, where he will
exhibit his headship of the society, now
sitting in the midst, where he will show
himself one of the young folks, and now
perhaps sitting on one of the rear seats,
where he may, by his presence, check the
back-seat gigglers.

How often should the pastor lead the
meeting ? In some societies he i~ asked
to lead the meeting once a mor 1, the
consecration meeting being suitably as-
signed to him. That is too often in &
large society where there are many young
folks that need to be trained in the
leadership of meetings; but it is none too
often in the small societies.

At any rate, the pastor should lead
more frequently than others, and should
feel free to tell the Prayer-meeting Com-
mittee if there is any particular subject
he would like to bring before the society,
or any particular time when he would
like to lead the meeting, giving his rea-
sons.—Amos R. Wells.

Striking the Right Chord

The leader must be able to strike the
right keynote for the meeting. If he
does not, some one else may strike a false
note, and the whole meeting be spoiled.
Or, if the leader himself strike a low note
when it should be a high one, those that
follow him will be likely to follow in the
depressed key. An apologetic tone in the
opening remarks of the leader, or a fault-
finding one, or a flippant one, will be al-
most surely the cue that some others will
follow. If the leader says, “‘ This seems
to be a hard topic out of which to get
anything,” or, “ There are so few present
to-night that T am afraid our meeting
will be a failure,” or, as I onca heard
a would-be humorist say, “This topic
reminds me of Mr. Jones' old mule,” it
takes no great stretch of imagination ou
our part to see what way the meeting Is
likely to drift.

Striking the right keynote is em-
phasizing that phrase of the topie, and
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those elements in the meeting that will
be the most helpful and productive of
good. That leader got at the real mar-
row and heart of the thing whose opening
words were, “ Our topic to-night is “ Dark
days and how to brighten them;” we do
not want to complain of our dark days,
but we can all help to make this a bright
meeting by glving some recipe that has
helped us to see the bright side of life”
—Rev. John F. Cowan,

Praise Meetings

A better name would be song services.
Do not forget the opening prayer and
Bible lesson and the closing prayer and
benediction—the League benediction.
Let the time between be taken up with
singing. Sing hymns from the standard
hymn-book. Let the leader prepare
and give short talks about the hymns
selected. This will make the singing of
the hymns more nearly ideal—" with the
spirit and the understanding” Oppor-
tunity should be given for voluntary re-
marks about the hymns Some one
present, maybe, has some sweet memory
thrillingly instructive, as well as beauti-
ful, clinging about one of the hymns.
Let him tell it. The talks prepared to be
given may be shared by a number of the
Leaguers, rather than made by the leader
only. There is richness in such variety;
and then the value of any meeting is

proportional to the number of active
participants.
Song services with the Canadian

Hymnal may be made very profitable and
pleasant, Where the talks about the
hymns cannot be made to consist of his-
torical and biographical notes, for want
of data, they may consist of analyses of
the hymns together with personal re-
miniscences and experiences connected
with their use. Let stress be laid on the
meaning of the words sung. Let the
younger Methodists of the twentieth cen-
tury be trained, as were the older
Methodists of the eighteenth century,
to habitually propound to themselves,

as they sing? Mr. Wesley's ques-
tions : “Do  you know what you
sald last ? Do you speak no more

than you felt ?” Professional or mechani-
cal singing is hardly less deleterious 1o
spiritual life than mechanical praying.
Let us study our songs. Let us sing
them understandingly. Let the Epworth
Leagues take the initiative in this re-
form. To this end hold song services,

The Secretary’s Chance

The secretary has a great many
chances to brighten up the society meet-
ings, but the most glorious chance is in
the consecration meetings.

Of course there are some societies that
have the president call the roll at these
delightful services, and others that entrust
this duty to the leader of the meeting.
Something is to be said in favor of both
practices. Nearly all societies, however,
employ the secretary for the conduct of
the roll-call.

‘We wonder how many of these officers
have ever stopped to consider how thor-
oughly the success or fallure of about
one-fourth of the meetings of the so-
clety, and that the most important fourth,
is placed in their hands. After the
leadear's introduction, if he is an average
leader, the secretary has everything his
own way. He should try to make his
way the very best one possible ?

Many secretaries become careless long
before the close of their term of office,
and rush the task through In a perfunc-
tory manner not at all conducive to help-
ful impressions. We have heard the roll
called with a monotony that would put to
sleep the most decided victim of insomnia.

Again, the names are mumbled so that
no one save their owners can recognize
them, and it is a ochance if they do,
Again, the secretary will sit in the audi-
ence, and not facing it as he should, and
at one side instead of in the center, and
will call the roll in a voice suggestive of
the last stages of consumption, requiring
all that have not yet taken part to straln
their ears to the utmost, while those
whose names come early in the alphabet
quite give up the idea of finding out who
is speaking.

And that last remark reminds us of an-
other common fault—for we might as
well repeat the entire catalogue at once
and be done with it. Why do so many
secretaries invariably call the roll from
A to Z? Does it never occur to them
that the S's and T's, the Y's and the
Z's, would sometimes like to have a hear-
ing at the beginning instead of at the
crowded end of the meetings ? Why not
often reverse the alphabet ?

Yes, and why not often change the
manner of roll-call in other ways ? For
instance, instead of calling “ Mr, Adams,
Miss Angel, Miss Annis, Mr. Armstrong,”
simply call *“ A, and let those four speak
if they are present. You will sit in front,
80 that you can see whether any are ab-
sent or not. Why not sometimes call
the society by committees, asking all the
members of a committee to rise when its
name is called, and take part in the order
in which they stand ? Why not now and
then call the names by threes or fours ?
Why not occasionally place the roll on
a blackboard, or copy it on a manifolder,
giving the list to each person preseat,
and asking them to testify in that order
without a formal roll-call ?—Golden Rule,

A Purpose Meeting

In a recent issue of The Christlan
Herald, Mr. Yatman, the well-known
evangelist, gives a sketch of an evening
which is worth trying :

Mr, Lightheart rose, and with so much
powver and plainness told of Daniel's pur-
pose not to drink wine, of Paul's purpose
to go to Rome, of the prodigal's purpose
to return home, of God’s purpose to save
all who would believe, and then modestly
named the purposes of his own heart—
oh, they were so good !—bearing largely
on a shepherd’s purpose to feed and care
for his flock. Then came the open meet-
ing. There was but a moment's pause
wher: Will Smith said he proposed here-
after to use his voice for Jesus, and sit-
ting down at the piano he sang * Build
ing for Eternity.” That purpose must
have been born of God for a double rea
son. If Will Smith could do that, every-
body could do something—and they did.
More than thirty spoke. One purposed
to take part in the meetings, another
to live nearer the Cross: a little boy said
he was going to read his Bible; Mrs.
Johnson, who had never united with the
Church, said she was going to the next
communion; then a young lady pur-
posed to teach in the Sunday-school ; to
this purpose the pastor got six others to
join, It made them laugh when Mr.
Long said he purposed last week never
to make public prayers. When Mr.
Hunt arose and sald he purposed giving
up swearing, and asked them to pray
for him, there was a thrill over the house.
Mr. Lightheart sald, “ Maybe there are
some who will purpose to repent of sin
and turn to God this night. If there
are such, will they rise and say ‘T will?”
There were five—one an elder's son, two
sisters, an old man and a boy, It was
nine o'clock, and the meeting closed.
The pastor announced there would be two
hundred chairs in the room a week hence,
hoping they would be full, Again, as
they passed out, the little printed card
was handed each person, announcing the
praise service and what it would be.
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Seventh International Convention
of the Epworth [.eague

« = DENVER, COL. JULY 5th to 9th, 1905 « -

The Programme

We hope to print the programme for
our International Convention in full in
our next number, and, therefore, need
say little of it just now. It will be an
evangelistic programme, which will touch
many of the living topics of the hour.
Some of the leading speakers from both
branches of Methodism across the line,
including several bishops, will be heard
from, and an effort will be made to secure
Rev. Mark Guy Pearse, who will visit
the United States next summer. Canada
will be represented by twenty-flve speak-
ers who, with one exception, have never
before been on an International Conven-
tion programme. The principle acted
on by the Canadian Programme Com
mittee is to select speakers who have not
previously enjoyed the honor and respon-
sibility of representing our country on
these great occasions. When the names
are announced we think everybody will
admit that we are sending as fine a lot
of speakers as ever graced our end of the
programme upon any former occasion,
and there are plenty of good men left for
next time, too.

Scenic Attractions

It is conceded that Colorado Springs
and the Pike's Peak region, which is
tributary to it, contain a greater num-
ber and variety of scenic wonders than
can be found in any equal area in the
world, while the fame of the almost per-
fect climate is heralded far and near.
It is the region of perennial sunshine,
dry, clear atmosphere, and cool, invigor-
ating mountain breezes. It s just the
place to tarry and recuperate one's ener-
gles after the fatigue of travel—while
visits to the numerous points of scenic
grandeur and marvellous formations will
furnish recreation and instruction. To
view the glories of the Rockies, their
giant peaks, magnificent canons, beauti-
ful resorts, and crystal streams, one
must stop at Colorado Springs, from
which point all places of interest may be
conveniently and comrorubly reached at
to the
Denver Convention can go on to Colorado
Springs without extra cost.

What Will It Cost?

This is usually a very important ques-
tion, although most people would rather
attend a convention, which combines an
attractive summer trip with religlous
inspiration and instruction even if it does
cost more. In announcing our conven-
tion for Denver we have something un-
usually attractive to offer. From all
points in Canada the price of return
ticket to Denver will be single fare to
Chicago from local point, plus one dollar,
added to $256 from Chicago. Thus the
single fare from Toronto to Chicago is
$12.40; add to this one dollar, and $25,
and the total cost of return ticket from
Toronto is $38.40.

Special cars bearing the Canadian party
will leave Toronto on Monday, July 3rd,
by the Canadian Pacific Rallway, going
to Chicago by the Wabash Railway, and
from Chicago by the Northwestern and
Union Pacific. Those who went to San
Francisco in 1901 know what splendid
ac fons and ar these

roads supply. Everything will be the
best obtainable. No sleeping cars will
be needed between Toronto and Chicago,
but from Chicago, tourist sleepers will be
used. The cost of each berth will be
$3.00.

As the journey is short, most dele-
gates will travel in picnic style, so that
the expense for meals will not be great.
Board in Denver can be secured in pri-
vate homes for $1 per day and up.

By all means, save your money and
g0 to Denver. For those who desire to
8o through to the Coast something very
altractive is offered.  Write about it to
the Editor of this paper.

Send the Pastor

In many of our Epworth Leagues the
pastor has been a factor of considerable
importance in the success of the Hp-
worth League, By his presence and
helpful co-operation in the services, as
well as by many wise counsels and sug:
gestions, he has been an element of
strength to the organization., When
such has been the case, would it not be
a most appropriate thing for the League
to recognize its obligation to the pastor
by raising a fund of, say $50, and asking
him to aftend the International Epworth
League Convention at Denver as their
representative? It could be done in
many places, with a small degree of
effort, with enthuslastic leadership, and
wouldn't the pastor appreciate it? Well,
try him!

‘What about the preacher who has
shown little interest in the League, and
who has not done much to help it. Prob-
ably the same prescription would do him
good. Any minister who could attend a
gathering like the Denver International
will be without becoming enthused over
young people's work is surely a hopeless
case.

We hope to hear of many Leagues
taking this hint.

Canada Will Have a Big Club

The Denver Convention Committee has
originated and is preparing the most
unique and splendid method of enter-
taining and making glad the visitors to
the coming Epworth League Convention
that has ever been undertaken by &
League convention city, The Denver
Committee has organized state clubs of
Denver people, who came from other
states, to Denver, and these clubs are pre-
paring to greet the delegation from the
old home state when they come to the
convention. The delegates who come
from the East amnd Middle West will be
met by friends and fellow-citizens of
their own state, will.be given an oppor-
tunity to greet all and learn just who
has come from thelr state, to attend some
fine state rallies and some special enter-
tainments prepared by these state clubs.
Denver is made up largely of people from
states further east of Colorado, and when
the plan was announced the people took
it up with enthusiasm. Over 5,000
names were handed in the first week.
The membership in these clubg is not
confined to Methodists or Epworthians,
and the state pride and state enthusi-
asm is already running high. When
the delegation from Il|noll from In-
dlana, or from lowa, or any state fur-

ther east arrives it will be met with the
“lowa yell, the lowa hand-shake;" the
Illinois greeting, or whatsoever else char-
acterizes the state from which this dele-
gation comes, and the visitor will be made
to feel at home. 8o far, Illinois and
Towa clubs have the largest membership,
but there are many Canadians in Denver,
and delegates from the Dominion may
count on being royally entertained.

Side Trips and Excursions

Arrangements of the most complete
character are being made for excursions
from Denver after the convention I8
over. These trips will vary from a ride
of 120 miles through the heart of the
Rockies, consuming a day's time, to &
ten days' trip through Yellowstone Na-

_tional Park, and the cost will be from

$2 up. The advantages possessed by
Denver for excursions of this kind are
very wonderful, and all who attend the
convention will be given the greatest
possible inducements to avail themselves
of the opportunity of seeing these marvels
of nature. Those who desire full in-
formation about these trips should send
a postal card to Mr. C. A. Johnson.
Y.M.C.A. Bullding, Denver, asking for
illustrated booklet.

Conventiocn Literature

A large amount of very attractive il-
lustrated literature concerning Denver
and the coming International Convention
has been issued by the enterprising
western railways and Denver Committee.
Those who would like to see it are re-
quested to send in their names, A list
is being formed of those who intend go-
ing to the convention, or are even “ think-
ing about it.” To all such persons will
be sent the latest information entirely
free. If your name has not already been
forwarded send a postal card to Rev.
A .C. Crews, Wesley Buildings, Toronto.
Some of the Denver announcements are
decidedly “cute,” and will please the
Juniors immensely,

Convention Meetings

Experience with tents and larger barn-
like buildings, which were never in-
tended for meetings of any kind, has
shown that moderately sized structures
are much more satisfactory for conven-
tion purposes. At none of our conven-
tions were the people better pleased with
the services than in Toronto in 1897,
when the meetings were held in halls and
churches, The same plan will be fol-
lowed at Denver. The magnificent Trin-
ity M. E. Church, the Coliseum Hall, and
the Central Presbyterian Church will be
the principal rallying points.

Who May Go?

Anybody and everybody who chooses
may go to the Denver Convention, and yet
it is a wise thing for the Leagues to ap-
point delegates, Every large society
ought to see that at least one of its mem-
bers attends this great gathering. In
most cases some one could be induced to
go by the League paying part of the ex-
penses, and if the right person were
chosen it would be a good investment.
At any rate, talk the convention up in
your societies, and find out how many
think of attending.

The folder, published by the Denver
and Rio Grande Rallway, contains a
splendid map of the city of Denver, and
a map of Colorado, besides some fine illus-
trations. It can be had by asking for
it.  Send postal to 8. K. Hooper, Esq..
Denver, Col.
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Anecdotal.

The Dog Was Not Mad

Judge Richard W, Clifford, of Chicago,
is proverbial for his original humorous
stories, and one of his latest is told of a
corpulent German, who came rushing into
the Circuit Court one morning before
court was called, and sald :

“1 vant to get varrant for a man to kill
a tog.”

“Well, my man, you don't come to this
court to get warrants in cases of that
kind. If you want the dog killed, you
should go to a Police Court,” said the
Judge.

The German started to leave, when the
judge enquired in an interested manner,
“ Did the dog bite you ?”

“ Yaas, he bit me”

“ Well, was the dog mad ?”

“Vas de tog madt ? No, I was madt.”

He Heard

It is remarkable to what subterfuges
& man will resort to avoid jury duty, says
a writer in Leslie's Magazine for April.

Some years ago a juror came before a
Supreme Court judge in Brooklyn with
a certificate that he was incapacitated for
jury duty by deafness. The certificate
was couched in the most technical of
medical phraseology, and the judge
gravely read it through while the afflicted
juror stood by, his hand behind his ear,
in an attitude of pained attention,
Finally the judge looked up and said
“I'm sorry for you, sir, you can

go."

“Thank you,” said the delighted juror,
starting to leave the platform.

“Back and sit down,” roared his
Honor, “ where you will be in readineds
to act as a trial juror in this court. This
certificate is a lie"

A Protective Duty

The whistling boy has been celebrated
in sentimental poetry ; it remained for
a New Jersey farmer to clinch sentiment
with a sound principle,

He wanted a boy to pick. his grapes,
and went among his neighbors looking
for one who whistled. He found such
a boy without difficulty, and sent him
up the ladder with the order not to cease
whistling until the last grape was picked,

Any one who has tried to whistle and
eat grapes at the same time knows how
little of the farmer's harvest was deflected
into the boy’s stomach. But the tale re-
calls that older one of the boy whose
father sent him down cellar to draw a
pitcher of cider, and ordered him to
whistle while he was doing it. The
whistle ceased for a time, however, and
then went on again. When the boy re-
appeared he was asked why he had
stopped.

“Only to wet my whistle,” he sald.

A Frightful Accident

The Baptist Commonwealth gives the
experience of a laborer on his way to
work one morning:

A “through " train was about to pass a
little station, where a crowd had assem-
bled for the “ way” train, due In a few
minutes. A child who had strayed to
the edge of the platform seemed about to
loge her balance in her effort to get a
good view of the on-coming engine,

Quick as a flash the workman jumped
forward, tossed the child back to a place
of safety, and was himself grazed by the
cylinder, which rolled him over on the
platform pretty roughly.

Several people hastened to his assist-

ance, But he rose uninjured, although
with a face expressive of grave concern

“Just my luck !" he exclaimed, draw-
ing a colored handkerchief, evidently
containing luncheon, from his pocket
and examining it ruefully.

“ What is it ?” Inquired the onlooker:.

“Why, the salt and pepper's all over
the rhubarb pie, and the eggs—well, I
kept telling her something would happen
if she didn’t boll 'em harder!™

Lending His Hand

The occasions on which the absent-
minded Professor Faraway was invited
to speak in public were times of great
anxiety to his wife,

One evening her husband was one of
seven distinguished professional men who
were to speak before a scientific soclety
consisting of men from all parts of the
country. As he seated himself Mrs.
Faraway felt that he had fully earned
the burst of applause—and then her
cheeks crimsoned. *“ Did you see any-

TRINITY M. E. CHURCH, DENVER

Where International Convention Meetings will
be held.

thing amusing about the close of my
address, my dear ?” asked the professor,
as they started for home. * It seemed
as if I heard sounds suggestive of merri-
ment about me."

“1 don't wonder,” said Mrs. Faraway,
who up to that time had maintained the
silence of despair, “ for of all the people
who applauded your address, you, with
your head in the air and your chair tilted
sidewise, clapped the loudest and long-
est 1"

Too Much Repression

Bishop Foster used to tell with zest of
his experience while preaching to a
colored congregation in New Orleans.
His hearers were disposed to be demon:
strative, but he repressed them, telling
them to be quiet, and listen to what he
had to tell them, The moment he sat
down, one of the old preachers stepped
to the pulpit and whispered behind his
hand : * Bishop, ef you don't let 'em g0,
they'll bust !"”
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Tact

Mr. Nolan had acquired a great reputa-
tion for tact, so that when Mr. Cassidy
fell from a ladder and broke his leg it
quickly decided by all the workmen
that Mr. Nolan should bear the tidings
to Mrs, Cassidy

“He broke the news gradual” said
Mr. Leahy to his wife that night, “and
by the time she learned the truth, she
was as calm as a clock, they say. Obh,
he's the great man, is Timmy Nolan!"

“How did he do it?" asked Mrs,
Leahy, impatiently
* Like this,” said Mr. Nolan's admirer,
“He wint to the house and rang the
bell and he sa ‘Thin Dinnis is not
dead, Mrs. Cassidy, or you'd niver be so
gay lookin

“*‘Dead !" she screetches,
he was dead 7

““Thin it's not
dyin’ wid the
Timmy, ‘or
amazed.'

“*Smallpox !" she cries. ‘Has he got
the smallpox, Timmy Nolan, and been

tuk to the hospital widout me sayin’

good-bye to him ?'

“*Sure an' he has not," said Timmy
Nolan, in a comfortin’ tone ‘It's
only that he's broken a few bones in
his leg, fallin’ from a ladder and I'm
sint ahead wid the news.'

“*It's you that'sathrue friend, an’
you've lifted a big load from me
heart,” said Mrs, Cassidy, and she gave
a warm shake to his hand and wint
back fo her washin'"

‘ Who sald

he’s near to
either,’ sald
be lookin' so

thrue
smallpox,
you'd niver

Slightly Inquisitive

It was refreshing when a young
child travelling eastward from the far
West held a conversation close beside
me with an utterly pallid and ex-
hausted mother, which perhaps de-
serves narrating more fully. 1 never
saw a woman more utterly exhausted,
while the child seemed as fresh at
sunset as at dawn. It was when the
through trains on the Boston and Al-
bany still stopped at West Newton, and
the conductor had just called with
vigorous confidence the name of that
station. After a pause, the child ex-
claimed as vigorously, * Mother,” to
which the mother responded, perhaps
for the two hundredth time that day,
in a feeble voice, *“ What, dear?” when
the following conversation ensued :
“ What did that man say, mother 2"
*He sald West Newton A pause
for reflection, then again, *“ Mother ?"
“ What ?” *“ What did that man say
West Newton for, mother ?” To this
the mother, with an evasiveness dic-
tated by despair, could only murmur, ‘1
don’t know.” This was too well tried an
evasion, and the unflinching answer
came : “Don’t you know what he sald
West Newton for, mother ?"" Thus de-
manded, came the vague answer . “ Sald
it for the fun of it, I guess,” By this time
all the occupants of the car were listen
ing breathlessly to the cross-examination.
Then came the inevitable ** Mother,"" and
the more and more hopeless “ What ?”
‘' Did that man say West Newton for the
fun of it, mother ?' “Yes,” said the
poor sufferer, with an ever-increasing
andience listening to her vain evasion.
The child paused an atom longer , and
then continued, still inexhaustible, but
as if she had forced her victim into the
very last corner, as she had : ** What was
the fun of it, mother ?

Tootles (who has just had his photo
taken): * Well, what do you think of it?"
Wife: * Beautiful, dear. - T wish yon
would look like it sometimes.”
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Missionary.

Items

Our missionary at Hazelton, B.C., Rev.
H. C. Wrinch, M.D., writes :

“ During the summer, just before we
had the hospital furnished, we were
favored with a call from two dis-
tinguished visitors from Toronto. They
were the Hon. Senator Cox and Mr. E.
R. Wood, who were taking a trip along
the coast and up the river in company
with some of the Grand Trunk Pacific
officials.  Mr. Cox is, as you know, a
member of our General Board of Mis-
slons. So he will be able to give them
a report of how our work appeared to
him. Both these gentlemen expressed
themselves as being very pleased with
what they saw and surprised that we had
such a nice country away up in here'—
H. C. Wrinch.

sokdok
A missionary in Japan sends this
message home : “ Reader, do you realize

that there are over 45,000 sick and
wounded in the military hospitals to-
day ? That in Osaka alone they will
soon number more than 10,000 ? That
every facility is being given to Chris-
tians to work among them ? In a word,
that the opportunity is unique ? If so,
will you not help us by your prayers ?"
Hokokok
Christians generally are slow, very
slow, to comprehend the fact that the
ultimate mission of Christianity in our
world is that of making every disciple
like his Master. The Christ-life is to be-
come the universal life, the practical
standard of holy living. Men are not
to be less human, but more divine. It
is a blessed thing to find some Christian
in our poor world who believes in the
possibility of such a future.—Bishop 3.
M. Thoburn.
ook
Missionary enterprise in the Fiji
Islands has been for a long time fostered
by the Wesleyan Missionary Society, but
{s now self-supporting, Native Chris-
tians in these islands contributed last
year $25,000 for missions.
Rk
Professor George Adam Smith, who
has spent a considerable time in India,
pays a high tribute to tue work of Chris-
tian missions in that country. He was
impressed with the number and variety
of imposing church buildings and Chris-
tian colleges. His attention was also ar-
rested by the amount of personal work
that was being done, and the safetv with
which street preaching could be carried
on.
kK
The story of Christian missions is one
of thrilling interest and marvellous re-
sults. The sacrifices of the missionaries
for their fellow-men constitute one of
the most glorious pages of the world's
history. The missionary, of whatever
Church or ecclesiastical body, who de-
votes his life to the service of the Master
and of man, carrying the torch of truth
and enlightenment, deserves the grati-
tude and homage of mankind. . . .
May the spirit of missionary ardor and
_ enthusiasm be kindled “to go teach all
nations !” May the fleld never lack “a
succession of heralds who shall carry on
the task, the continuous proclamation of
his Gospel to the end of time !"—Wiliam
McKinley.
dokkk
Bishop McKim, of the Protestant Epis-
copal mission in Toklo, says that Chris-
tianity as an influence in Japan to-lay
is fully one hundred times its statistical
strength, and that this is because its
fruits cannot bBe matched or approached
by Shintoism or Buddhism.
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The early disciples furnish theee types
of givers—Barnabas, who gave all he had;
Ananias, who kept back part of the price;
and Judas, who stole all there was.

kkk

The following story is told by a min-
ister from Australia who some years ago
visited Fiji, illustrative of the family
prayer habit among the converted
Fijians : “1 was taking tea with your
missionary and his wife in the lone is-
land of Kandavu, in the midst of ten
thousand Fijlans. As we were at tea the
bell rang ; the missionary said, ‘ That is
the signal for family worship. Now lis-
ten. You will hear the drum beat’ And
immediately they began to echo to each
other around the shores of that southern
sea. The missionary said, “ There are
ten thousand people on these islands, and
I do not know of a single house in which
there will not be family worship in the
course of half an hour from this time.”
Noting the incident The Herald and
Presbyter says: “If there was such a
family altar in every nominally Christian
home in this country, from which the in-
cense of prayer ascended daily to God,
would he not pour us out a blessing that
there would not be room enough to re-
ceive it ?”  Unfortunately it is greatly
to be feared that the family altar, in a
great many places in professedly Chris-
tian countries, is gradually disappearing.

Aok

Presbyterian missionaries report that
in Japan Buddhism is studying and
adapting Christian methods, forming
Young Men's Assoclations, establishing
great schools, inviting Christians and
even missionaries to take their place
among the lecturers to the students. The
Buddhists are hoping to capture the
secret of the energy and the power of
Christianity. When they have found
that secret they will no longer be Bud-
dhists, but Christians.

ok

The Congregationalist says : “ It Is al-
ways gratifying to see and hear Bishop
Thoburn, whose whole life has been given
to Christian propaganda in Asia, and who
has seen a marvellous development of
the work in India and Malaysia. He h1s
the mark of sainthood upon him, but it
is the practical pletism or mysticizm of
which Lord Rosebery said Oliver Croin-
well was so notable an example.

ok

The Nashville Caristian Advocate says
that none of the missionaries to the In-
dians can speak .he language of the peo-
ple. That is & disgrace to missions.
Any man w'th grit and brains can learn
an Indian tongue in a year and we know
what we are talking about.

Methodism can beat that many times
over. Indeed, it is not hard to beat zero.
sokdoR

Put the people in China in rank, join-
ing hands, and they will girdle the globe
ten times at the equator with living, beat-
ing human hearts. Make them an army
and let them move at the rate of 1,000
a day, week after week, and month after
month, and they will not pass you in
1,000 years. Constitute them pilgrims,
and let 2,000 go past every day and every
night, under the sunlight and under the
solemn stars, and you must hear the
ceaseless tramp, tramp, of the wedry,
pressing, throbbing throng for 500 long
years.—World-Wide Missions.

Rk

A young girl, who is a scholar in
Brunswick Street Sunday-school, Halifax,
rather surprised Rev. Dr. Huestis recently
by handing him the amount necessary to
support a native worker in West China,
and shortly afterward she placed her
envelope for her annual subscription of
three dollars to the General Misslonary
Fund on the collection plate. That
means a good deal of sacrifice,

April, 190622

A Hindu trader in Kherwara market
once asked Pema, “ What medicine do
you put on your face to make it shine
80 ?" Pema answered : “1 do not put
anything on.” “No; but what do you
put on ?" Nothing. I don’t put any-
thing on.” “Yes you do. -All you
Christians do. I have seen it In Agra,
and I've seen it in Ahmedabad and Surat,

and I've seen it in Bombay.” Pema .

laughed, and his happy face shone the
more as he said : “ Yes, I'll tell you the
medicine ; it is happiness of heart.”

sk

Missionary literature is fuel, but fuel
does not make fire. It feeds fire, and
there would be no use in the accumula-
tion of the most abundant missionary
literature if you have no fire. But when
fire is there, with this fuel you can make
the fire burn with far more intensity.
There ought to be education in mis-
sions from the cradle, and as the child's
mind and heart are inspired with a desire
for the uplifting of mankind, feed the
fire with fuel appropriate to the child's
measure of intelligence.—A. T. Pierson,
D.D.

Aok
It is always dangerous to pray for op-
portunities, We have already more than
we are imp g, and God’s are
sure to be in excess of our expectation.
Ten years ago the church was crying for
more open doors. God gave them. All
doors are open now save one, and be-
cause that one remains closed, the church
stands aghast before all the others until
that ome opens—the door of her own
heart to receive the pity of God for the
world and the power of God for its ser-

vice.—Robert E. Speer.

*okkk

Andrew Fuller, when alarmed at the
spiritual lethargy of his church, preached
a sermon on the duty of the church to
give the Gospel to the world, and as he
broadened their intellectual life and
quickened their zeal, and stirred their
purpose, he followed it up the following
Sabbath with a sermon on the duty of
the church to give the Gospel to the
world ; the third Sabbath the same theme
was presented from his desk, and then
men began to inquire, “ If the Gospel can
save the world, can it not save our own
children, our own community 7" and
from that missionary sermon sprang one
of the most memorable revivals in the
history of any church. The Son of God
fixed our eye upon that last man that
we might see between us and him every
other man. The church has no other
purpose in existence, no other end to
gerve but that of giving the Gospel to
the world.—Bishop E. R. Hendrix, D.D,

*kkk

A private letter from Rev. A. J. Lous-
ley, our missionary at Norway House,
conveys the information that that mis-
sion has been visited by a serious epl
demic of sickness. Measles, mumps,
gcarlet fever and diphtheria have pre-
vailed among the Indians for some
months, and many deaths have oc-
curred, In some cases the children of
whole families have been taken away.
We are glad to know that the outbreak
is subsiding.

sk

An important gathering of one hun-
dred and fifty missionaries in China
was held recently, and after a careful
consideration of the needs of Christian
missions in the empire, it was agreed
to send to all the missionary socleties a
request to double the number of their
workers iu that deld by 1907.  During
that year the centennial of Protestant
missions in China will be observed, and
in no better way could the universal
church honor the memory of the Lord
Jesus than by doubling its force in the
1and opened by Robert Morrison.
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S

Forward Movement
for Missions.

charge of F. C. STEPHENSON, M.D,, C.
Missionary Vi« o-President Epworth Leuunc olrd.
‘Wesley Buildings, Toronto.

Missionary Study Classes

Great numbers are sending in word that
they are studying * The Heart of Japan,”
and are enjoving it. When you have
a good thing share it with your friends.

Why should you associate others with
Yyou in your study, thus forming a study
class, even if only composed of two
members ?  Because the blessing we re-
ceive we should desire to have others
receive, too, and if your study has been
of benefit to you, and has exlarged your
vision, it will do the same for others,
Some one has said that a great part of
the mission of Jesus was making men see
what they had not before realized. If
you succeed in interesting another in
missionary study you will make his
whole life richer and better and thus
help Jesus fulfil His great misgion.

There are just as many varieties of
study classes as there are varieties of
students, the class adapting itself to the
dimitations and possibilities of its mem-
bers, The ideal study class meets at
least as often as once a week, and de-
votes the entire evening to the subject
studied. Its officers ere, a leader, who
has the general oversight and direction
of the class; a secretary, who keeps the
necessary records, reports the class
to the Mission Study Department of the
Forward Movement for Missions, and is
a general assistant to the leader; a class
artist to supervise the preparations of
maps, charts, mottoes, etc, and a
librarian to take charge of reference
books, magazines and papers, and make
a classified scrap-book ot clippings
brought in by members for reference pur-
poses. It has a good reference library,
which the members use in obtaining fur-
ther light on the various phases of the
work, and in looking up supplementary
studies. Every member is prompt and
prepared and has brought to the class
some item he gleaned from his reading
during the week. There is no time lost,
and review questions, discussions, sup-
plementary studies and {llustrations are
80 used that at the close of the session
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a clear concise statement of the evening's
work could be given by each student—
something that he will remember. Do
not say that you could not conduct such
a class—the necessary qualifications are
consecration and enthusiasm. So many
have said they would like to have a
study class, but could not find a quali-
fied lecader, that this year we have pre-
pared a booklet, “ Help for Leaders,”
which suggests programmes in such a
way that anyone who has the necessary
qualifications mentioned above can be-
come a most successful study class

leader. Some say they would have a
study class if they could only find time
for it.  One class reports (hat they found

that to meet on a separate evening meante
every night out for some of its mem-

bers, so they meet three-quarters of an

hour before the League services with

most gratifying results, as every member

is prompt. Of course there cannot be

such thorough or exhaustive work done

as when the entire evening is given up

to the study, but it is sufficient to stimu-

late research,

Here i1s an item from one of their
reports. “There is splendid interest
shown, as nothing is passed over until
thoroughly understood.” In a country
charge, not altogether noted for its mis-
slonary zeal, the pastor has been accus-
tomed to invite the young people to the
parsonage occasionally to spend the
evening. When he suggested that they
form themselves into a study class to
study “ The Heart of Japan,” they could
not but agree, and now over twenty younyg
people meet weekly to really study, and
the last report reads, ‘“The unexpected
interest that some members are mani-
festing 18 quite surprising.” These
young people had been accustomed to
think that pleasura and fun were identi-
cal, and they are learning that real
pleasure can be obtained in other ways,
Do you know of any neighborhoods like
this one ? “ Go thou and do likewise.,”

Some classes meet in the home of the
members, the social element being cem-
bined with the study. Our class reports
that it can only meet half an hour each
week, and complains that there is too
much in a chapter for this limited time,
Still, they say that by every member
being prompt the interest in the class
and in Japan is increasing. Whep it
i= not practicable to spend a longer time
than th's, it is well to take only part of
a chapter each time, thus making it pos-
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sible to do more thorough work. One
report reads, “ Our study is helping us
to feel for these Japanese as never be-
fore ,and our earnest prayer and desire
is that Japan will speedily become &
Christian nation,” This is what &
study will do; so enlarge your vision
that those people and their needs become
real to you, and then something will be
done for them.

Here is an interesting outcome of one
study class that others might copy. The
leader, in reporting, says, “Last Sun-
day we had one of our Sunday-school
pupils—a girl about ten years old—read
for the school a six-minute paper she
hml herself prepared on the first chapter
of *The Heart of Japan.' It was good.
We think we may wmlnue- by getting
different ones interested.”

Many Leagues are reporting that they
are studying “ The Heart of Japan” in
their regular monthly meetings, and are
finding it most interesting and helpful.
We are glad to hear from such and feel
sure their League will be benefited, but
experience has taught that results are
£0 much greater when the students meet
weekly, even if only for a short tlme,
that we hope many of these Leagues will
try to adapt the suggestions of some of
these other classes to suit their needs.
Don't be discouraged if all the League
doesn’t agree, even if only half a dozen
or less will meet weekly to study, the
whole League will be benefited, the
monthly meetings will be made more in-
teresting, while to those who thus gather
to study untold blessings will come,

One missionary vice-president writes :
“Our Misionary Committee has become
a misslonary study class, and we hope
to very soon have a number of the
l.eague members join us."

Here is another variety of study class.
A number of students, who board at the
same home, have started to study * The
Heart of Japan " one evening each week
after the evening meal, They do not
set any definite limit to the lesson, but
study as much as can be done thoroughly
in a given time. Could this idea not
be developed in many homes among the
members of the family ? The mission-
ary study class is appreciated, and you
will confer a real henefit on your neigh-
borhood by starting one. One leader an-
nounced that a class would start on a
certain evening, and so many asked to
ome that additional leaders had to be
secured, and two other classes started.

Missionary Libraries,

of the M

How the Sohool is Conducted Through the office of the Forward M

Missionary Correspondence School

Alm. To give iniormation about all mission fields through correspondence, Missionary Text Books and recommended

Membership. All who are enrolled in the Forward Movement office as members of Study Classes, or as individuals reading a
Missionary Text Book, and all subscribers to the Missionary Bulletin are members of the Correspondence School. It
you are not registered, and wish to become a member, write for ree enrolment card.

and are

No. 1.
No. 2.

about all mission fields.

publishers’ prices. Special instructions given in map and ch. king.

s Study Classes, and courses of study.
the Indian, French and Galician work, and among the Chinese and Japanese in British Columbia, and our Superintendents
of Home Missions are our field cor
questions regarding their work and fields through the Missionary Bulletin,

Special Text Books have been prepared on World Movements, China and Japan, as follows :

The Evangelization of the World. By J. R. MoiT.
The Heart of Sz2-Chuan. By E. W. WaLLACE, B.A.
No. 3. The Heart of Japan. By Rev. A. P. AbpisoN, B.A., B.D. Paper 35 cents.

Special Helps for Study Classes are supplied for each of these Text Books.
China, with our Mission Stations marked, 5 cents each. Maps—40 x 40— 15 cents each.

Reference Libraries on China and Japan, and a library of twenty volumes on world- \vlde missions, supplied at about half

in their several departments.

Paper 35 cents.
Paper 35 cents.

will be 1 reg g the
Our missionaries in China, Japan, in

They will answer all

Cloth.... 1.00
Cloth..... . .50
Cloth .50

Small maps of Japan and

Address F. C. STEPHENSON, Methodist Mission Rooms, Toronto.

Our large of

ation

supply i
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~ From the Field.

Debate

The Literary Committee~ of the Ep-
worth League at Rat Portage gave
a literary night on Monday, Feb-
ruary 13th, when a debating team
from the Baptist Young People’s So-
ciety crossed swords with a team from
the home society. The subject under de-
bate was: * Resolved, that the victory of
Russia will advance the cause of civill-
zation in Korea more than the victory of
Japan.” The affirmative was upheld by
J. R. Turnbull and John McCormick,
while W. Christianson and D. B. Nigh-
swander championed the negative. By a
narrow majority the judges decided that
the affirmative was handled in the
stronger manner.

A Japanese Evening

On Monday evening, February 20th,
the Epworth League of Holloway Street
Chureh, Belleville, met at the kind in-
vitation of Miss Herrington, the 2nd
Vice-President, at her home for the
monthly missionary meeting. The house
was most tastefully decorated with
festoons, Japanese lanterns, etc., and
presented a very attractive appearance.
The efficient President, Miss Martin, pre-
sided, and the following programme was
given: Devotional exercises, a duet by
the Misses McMurray, followed by a study
of Japan by Miss Nellie Werden. A dis-
cussion of the various phases of the situa-
tion in Japan, in which the pastor, Rev.
R. H. Leitch, Prof. Osborne, Mr. Woodley,
Mr. Canniff, and Dr. Duprau took part,
was very attractive.

At the close of the programme a Japan-
ese tea was served and curios from the
Orient exhibited.

The evening was much enjoyed by the
Leaguers present, it being both enter-
taining and instructive.—Com.

Bible Character Contest

Mr. W. R. Saunders, President of the
Epworth League at Dundas, sends the
following account of an interesting pro-
gramme recently carried out by that
League:

On the evening of January 23rd the

Dundas League held a Bible Character
Contest When the opening exercises
were over, each member present was
handed a card, down the side of which
were 22 numbers, thus: 1A, 2B, 3C, 4D,
5B, . . . 22V. The leader then ex-
plained that he would give at least one
incident in the life of some Bible char-
acters, and ask them to tell the name of
the character, the first letter of the name
of the first one being A, of the second
B, etc.
The following was then read slowly and
distinetly: “ The first was a king, who
had Paul appear before him, and sald
to him, ‘Thou art permitted to speak
for thyself’ Paul then gave his experi-
ence, and the king was so impressed by
what he heard that he said, ‘ Paul, almost
thou persuadest me to be a Christian.
What was the name of the king?”

A very short pause was then given,
after which others were read. Two others
might be quoted as examples:

7. “ A certain man, who was called
of God to save his people Israel, but who
wished to test the reality of his mission
in his own way, selected a fleece of wool
and asked that it be wet with dew and
the surrounding earth be dry. ‘This
was done. Then he asked that the fleece
be dry and the surrounding ground wet
with dew. This also was granted him
so that he might be fully convinced that
he was the man whom the Lord wanted.
State who this man was."

11K. “A great man, who is referred
to as the Father of the Faithful, married
his second wife when he was one hun-
dred and forty years old, Can you tell
the name of the woman he married?”

Similar extracts were read referring
to each of the others. The names were:
Agrippa, Belshazzar, Cornelius, David,
Elijah, Felix, Gideon, Haaman, Ishmael,
Jonah, Keturah, Lot, Melchisedec, Neb-
uchadnezzar, Onesimus, Peter, Quartus,
Reuben, Samuel, Theophilus, Uriah,
Vashti,

The cards, which had been previously
marked with a red or blue cross, were
then collected and redistributed for cor-
rection, the contest now appearing as the
red cards against the blues. The reds
won with 152 correct names, an average
of 8 for each card. The blues had 141,
an average of 7 correct, all except two or
three of those present taking part.

At the bottom of each card was also a
space in which each member was asked
to write the name of his favorite char-
acter in Bible history. Paul was chosen
by a large majority of those present.

Something New

Many of the vice-presidents of the
Social Department have felt for some
time that the usual style of social, at
which we listen to a programme of
greater or less merit, partake of refresh-
ments, shake hands all round it may be,

0 not forget that the Collec
tion for the General Epworth
League Fund should be taken

up in every League during the
month of April. Let itbe a liberal

contribution in every case. Hand
the amount to the pastor of the
church, who will report it to the
Financial Secretary at the Annual
District Meeting.

and go home again, is not doing much
toward making the strangers in our
Leagues really acquainted.

A rather novel programme Wwas pre-
sented at the annual social gathering of
the Missionary Committee and their
friends of Toronto West District, held
at the home of Mr. T. H. Keough, district
president. A large number of strangers
were present, and speedily became ac-
quainted, though no introductions were
allowed.

First, when entering, each one was
given a number and a sheet of paper,
numbered up to fifty, on which he was
to obtain the autograph and League of
every person present. Half an hour was
allowed for this, after which the papers
were put away and short addresses given
by Mr. Keough and Dr. Stephenson.

Two weeks before, when the invitations
were sent out, each one was requested to

P! a certain 'y by giving
a short deseription in writing of his
work. The station, and, if possible, the
picture, but not the name of the mis-
slonary, was to be used in the deserip-
tion. These were pinned on below the
numbers used earlier in the evening,
fresh paper distributed, and we were
ready to move about again and “ guess "
the names of our missonaries, Nearly
an hour was allowed for this, then the
papers were collected and marked, and
A prize “ The Heart of Japan,”
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:‘Ietlzrence, as we were taking up the whole
eld.

The writer was requested to send a full
report to The Epworth Era. This was
to include the best of the descriptions,
but the article was of such length that it
was decided to publish it in pad form,
giving descriptions of all the officers con-
nected with the missionary work of our
church, as well as of the missionaries
supported by the Forward Movement.
The pad is entitled, “ Who Am I; or,
Missionary Impersonation,” and may be
obtained from F., C. Stephenson, M.D.,
Methodist Mission Rooms, Toronto.

A Vigorous Junior League

The Junior Epworth League at La-
combe, Alta., shows many evidences of
life and vigor. Having a membership
of thirty, its officers are all elected from
the ranks, and each one fills the office
faithfully. The youthful President con-
ducts the meetings, while ones of the
members, appointed week by week, con-
ducts the topie, and others join in its
discussion,

This year a Mission Band was organ-
ized within the League, and each mem-
ber of this Band (with a total member-
ship of twenty-five) is, by self-sacrifice,
pledged to contribute toward the work
among the children in Japan. As an il-
lustration of the spirit that is abroad,
one little girl came up to the superin-
tendent just after New Year's Day and
said: “ I have just recelved a New Year's
gift, and do you know what I am going
to do with it? With one dollar I shall
buy some new school books, and the other
dollar I shall put into my mission box.”

At the last regular meeting of the
League the girls and boys had waiting a
very pleasant surprise for their super-
intendent, the pastor, in the form of a
tempting lunch, of which over thirty
members and friends partook, and min-
gled with their regular meeting social
intercourse.

Deloraine District

The third annual convention of the
Leagues of the Deloraine District met at
Melita this year. There was a large at-
tendance. The Melita League, one of the
most active of our Leagues, had full
charge of billeting and social arrange-
ments, and looked after the comfort of
the delegates in splendid style, They
served a social tea in the spacious church
basement to the delegates, which was a
most enjoyable affair.

The papers and discussions were splen-
did. A marked feature of the conven-
tion was the eagerness of the delegates
to ask questions. Among the papers
that brought out much discussion were
‘such subjects as “ Junior League Work,”
by Rev. Wm. Arnett; “Literary Work
of the League,” by E. J. Coade; “ Young
Man Problem,” by Rev. G. J. Elliott,
B.A.; “Christian Doctrine for Young
People,” by Rev. T. M. Talbot, Ph.D.;
“ Missionary Study Class,” by Mrs. (Rev.)
Thacker and Rev. J. A. Haw, B.A.

On Wednesday evening the convention
enjoyed three splendid addresses, Rev.
P. Iveson Thacker spoke on “Sunday-
school Work;” Rev. J. A, Haw, BA, on
the “ Forward Movement,” and Rev. Wm.
J. Melntyre, of Brandon, on * The
Young Man Problem.”

Very great interest was taken in the
Mission Study Class work. A number
of our Leagues studied “The Heart of
China,” and a number are now at work on
““The Heart of Japan.” This, together with
Rev. J. A, Haw's missionary addresses
has in a_ great

P
to the one having the highest number
correct, Miss Strelght, of Islington, be-
ing the winner. The Missionary Report
and Y were all d for

deal of missionary zeal, which bids fair
to place our Leagues on a good mission-
ary basis. One of the most pleasing

of the convention was the pass-
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ing of a very strong resolution pledging
the Leagues to raise $400 for the new
Chentu Hospital. We would have rejoiced
to help support a missionary, but that
not being possible the Leagues will throw

0 Investment. No Risk.

all their labors into the hospital work. »"dm -;-mw 56 money qmmy and -ny for any ehure
The election of officers Ited as fol- g A 4 :{.“m.,.{;";,"“ “..‘., n..«.h.a
lows : l;’lummnmu Py

Hon. Pres., Rev. Hy. Lewis, Melita,

Pres., E. J. Coade, Fsq, Carievale,

1st Vice-Pres,, Robt. Love, Melita.

2nd Vice-Pres, Rev. J. A. Haw, BA,,
Carnduff.

3rd Vice-Pres,, Miss McKim, Deloraine,

4th Vice-Pres, Mrs. (Rev.) Arnett, Ala-
meda.

Sec.-Treas. and Conf. Representative,
Rev. P. Iveson Thacker.

To the Leagues in the Win-
nipeg, Port Arthur and
Crystal City Districts

The Manitoba Conference League Exec-
utive at a meeting in Winnipeg, Novem-
ber 1st, 1904, decided that in addition to
the $500 they were raising towards the
salary of Mr, Endicott, these three dis
tricts should undertake the support of
Rev. J. V. Kovar, missionary to the for
eigners in Winnipeg.

This will entail an increased liability
of $1,500 per year. The report of 1904
shows that the Leaguers of these districts
averaged 90 cents per member for mis-
sions. Taking the number of members
last reported as a basis, we will require
to bring up the average to $1.42 per mem-
ber. The Leagues of Grace, Wesley,
Fort Rouge, Manitou, Killarney and
Boissevain have already passed this point,
and others will pass it in the year just
closing.

Our surplus on May 1st, 1905, over our
share of Mr. Endicott’s Balnry will go
towards the building recently erected by
the Missionary Board for Mr. Kovar's
work, and in succeeding years will be
devoted to his salary as far as may be
necessary. Henceforth we will have two
missionaries, one in China, and one in
Winnipeg, but both working amongst
foreigners,

Too great care cannot' be taken in the
matter of reporting missionary money
raised by the League. In some cases,
especlally in Winnipeg, the amounts re-
ported in the Epworth League schedules
and in the Missionary Report, do not
harmonize, while the League Schedules
for the district show $913 for missions,
the Missionary Report shows only $682,
exclusive of the givings of Wesley Col-
lege.  All moneys raised for the For-
ward Movement, or “ Endicott Fund,” as
it was once called by the students, are
assessable and should be entered in the
circuit schedule with the other subscrip-
tions. Hiram Hull,

Just a Line or Two

The members of the Fort Saskatchewan
League recently enjoyed a social even-
ing, at which Rev. R. Steinhauer de-
livered an address,

We are pleased to hear that the new
church at Calgary is crowded every
Sunday, and the Sunday-school room is
frequently opened. Special facilities for
looking after boys and young men have
been provided in the new building, and
these are being greatly enjoyed.

Friday, March 3rd, was a date long to
be remembered in the history of the
Truro, N.S., Pleasant Street e,
that evening the hearts of the nlthtul
and tried were cheered by the addition of
some twenty new members, the majority
of whom took the Active Membership

ge.

ton dazs, ‘s hundrods of others have
OuF money any tin Mn & month, Write
b, Tah

NEW m:'mon COMPANY, ( x;q':,:';/;z,'.t-,:-) 5526 s«.'ti-"i-'?i' “Avene, Chicago.

Send No Mo

“".“m'".,“, o ...':a’ ot

Jout workars will el
v, &

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA 121

‘30~ Church Money

During the past month the General
Secretary of the Bpworth League preached
and lectured at Ridgeway. There is a
fine League here, with an unusually en-
ergetic president.

As we go to press, the Summer School
Committee of the Bay of Quinte Confer-
ence Epworth League is meeting at
Trenton to arrange for the Twelve
o'clock Park Summer School.

The Brunswick Street League, Halifax,
held a “ Robert Louis Stevenson ™ night
on February 27th, which was of special
interest, as it gave a new outlook and
an impetus for literary work.

The Epworth Leagues of London, Ont.,
hold weekly meetings, in turn, at the
Aged People's Home, and the Home for
Incurables, which are much appreciated
by the inmates of these institutions,

There are few ministers who use print-
er'’s ink to better advantage than Rev.
R. J. Elliott, of Simcoe. The programme
for Young People’s Day in the Simcoe
Methodist Church, on March 19th, is a
marvel of conciseness.

As a result of earnest personal work
36 new members have recently been added
to the membership roll of the Mount
Forest Epworth League, 17 joiring as
honorary members. There was a special
reception on February 27th,

A Junior League has been organized
in the Comber Church by the pastor,
Rev. John Morrison, who looks after it
personally.  Meetings are held on Tues-
day afternoon at 4.15, and the members
are enthusiastic and attentive.

Rev. G. 8. Clendinnen, of Elgin, writes :
“We have started a new League at
Philipsville, with thirty members, and
good prospects. This is part of our con-
tribution to the *Increase Campaign.”
Let us have many such reports !

The Leaguers of Kemptville and their
friends turned out well to greet the
General Secretary on Wednesday even-
ing, March 15th. After the address a
social half hour was spent in the school-
room, with home-made candy for refresh-
ments.

The president of the League at Sawyer-
ville, Que., reports that four active and
seven associate members have been added
since January 1st. There is also a
marked increase in attendance and inter-
est. Eleven copies of The Epworth Era
are taken where there were only two last
year.

The General Secretary visited Ottawa
on Sunday, March 12th, and preached
in Dominion Church. On the following
Monday evening he delivered an address
at a mass-meeting of the Ottawa Leagues
in the same church. The officers of the
various societies, and pastors of the city
had supper together, and this was fol-
lowed by a Round Table Conference pre-
vious to the public service.

Rev. C. W. Watch, of Shelburne, Ont., is
conducting a series of meetings under the
general heading, “The Man and the
Church.”  An address, specially suited
to men, is to be given every Tuesday
evening, from March 14 to May 16, by
some visiting minister.

Wesley and Colborne Street churches,
Brantford, have conducted very success-
ful evangelistic services, in which the
young people rendered valuable assist-
ance. A union rally of the Brantlord
District was held in Colborne Street
Chureh, on Monday evening, March 20th,
at which Rev. A. C. Crews delivered an
address on “ Personal Service,”

Bishop Vincent in Toronto

We are pleased to know that Bishop
Vincent is to hold a series of services in
the Metropolitan Church, Toronto, with
the general topic, “ Seven Days' Study in
Church Life.”  The following is the pro-
gramme :

es at 3 o'clock each day
s follows:

Wednesday, April 5th—* Chief Hindrances
to Church Work."”

Awnval Confe

e

Thursday, April 6th—" What is Worldli-
ness

Friday, April Tth—" Family Religion.”

Monday, April 10th—"* What the Laymen

Expect of the Mlnlsn‘y."
Tuesday, April 11th—*" The Ilmmw of
Sunday-school Effectiveness.

Evening Addresses.

. Tuesday, Apnl 4th—" The Church and
the Book."

2. Wednesday, April 5th—" The Book and

the Believer,”

3. Thursday, April 6th.—" The Believer
at Home.”

4. Friday, April 7th.—" The Church and
the Neighbor."”

5. Sunday, April $th—"“The Day School

and the Church.
. Monday, April 10th

sion of the Church.
7. Tuesday,( April 11th—" The Church of

To-morrow.”

We trust that our city young people
will avail themselves of the opportunity
of attending these services.

“The World Mis~

“In the Front Rank"

The Canadian Epworth Era, pub-
lished monthly at Toronto, ranks easily
in the front rank of the first-class young
people's papers in this or any other coun-
try. It is beantifully illustrated and
well printed. Its pages contain a per-
fect treasury of wholesome and enter
taining reading. In the January issue,
the article by Dr. A. C. Crews, the editor,
on the Institution for the Blind at
Brantford, Ont, I8 a most attractive
feature.—Farmer's Advocate,
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Devotional Service

BY REV, T. J. PARR, M.A.

(These topics harmonize with the chapters of our Bible
&MK text-hook, **Studies in the Apostolic Church,”
which is advertised in this paper.)

APRIL 16,—* CONCERN FOR CON-
VERTS: ITS CAUSE, COMFORT,
AND COUNSEL.”

(STUDY 11, APOSTOLIC CHURCH.)

1 Thess. 1. 2:10; 8.10; 2,17 4, 912 5. 12.22

Have you ever watched a vessel lying
at anchor in a tidal river with her bows
pointing seaward ?  After a brief inter-
val you have observed the force of the
incoming tide swing the vessel com-
pletely round, so that her head points in
an exactly opposite direction. Not
less apparent was the change among the
Thessalonians when the flood-tide of the
Gospel entered the city. There was a
turning about on the part of many people.
Conversion is a turning about—a change
from sin to holiness, from unbelief to
faith, from darkness to light, from Satan
to God.

IDOLS DESERTED.

For generations previously the majority
of the members of this church, with thelr
forefathers, has been idolators, “* walking
as other Gentlles walked in the vanity of
their mind.” Now being converted to
God, they chose him as the true object
of worship, and deserted their idols.
Converts these days need to make the
same *turning about."” Any person,
anything we love better than God, that
is our idol,—whether it be a saint or a
human being, or wealth, or an idea, or
any object upon which we place our re-
gard or affection in preference to God and
divine things,

GOD SOUGHT.

These new converts not only turned
from, they also turned to—that is, they
from idols turned to the true and living
God. The one God whom Paul preached
as ““ the God that made the world and all
things therein,” the living God, having
lite in Himself, and “giving to all life
and breath and all things”; the true
God, having in Himself the truth and sub-
stance of essential deity, in direct con-
trast to an “ idol which is nothing in the
world.” With sorrow as they thought
of the past, and with determination as
they thought of the future, and with
hope, corfidence and expectancy in the
new power they felt within, they turned
to God and made him their object of
trust and service—God the Father, God
the Son, God the Holy Spirit, one God

EVIDENCE OF CONVERSION,

The evidence that these new converts
had been radically changed, was not
wanting. They at once began to “ serve
the living and true God,” serve him in
faithful obedience to every command,
sgerve him in the face of opposition and
persecution, with every faculty of body
and soul—in life, in suffering, in death,
for ever. Their new service was char-
acterized by freedom. It was a willing,
cheerful, loving service. The idolater,
on the one hand, is enslaved by his pos-
sessions, and the iron bands of custom
His worship is mechanical, without heart
or intelligence—a blind worshipper is he
On the other hand, the service accept-
able to God is spontaneous, unrestrained,
the pure outflowing of a believing and
renewed heart. The new service into
which these converts had entered was an
ennobling service—a service that exalted
and purified the character. Man be-
comes like the object of his worship.

PRACTICAL RESULTS,

Following further the description of
new converts as given in the first chapter
of Thessalonians, we are led to see some
practical results following the great
change in the inward life :

1. They became imitators of high
models of character, *“Ye became
followers of us and of the Lord”
The example of Christ is the ab-
solute, all-perfect standard of moral
excellence, But this does not super-
sede altogether the use of inferior
models. The planets have their seasons
to guide and instruct, as well as the sun,
and we can better bear the moderated
light of their borrowed splendor. The
bravery of the common soldier, as well
as the capacity and heroism of the most
gifted officer, may stimulate a regiment
o deeds of valor. So the apostles in
their patient endurance of suffering, their
zeal and blameless integrity of life, be-
came examples for their converts to
imitate ; while, at the same time, they
pointed to the great infallible Pattern
after which the noblest life must ever be
moulded

2. These new converts also became ex-
amples to others. *“ So that ye are ex-
amples to all that believe,” They were
examples in the reality of their falth in
Christ. They eagerly embraced the
Word preached, believing it to be not
the word of man, but of God. This
gave a strong reality to their conception
of the truth ,and powerful impuise to
their active religious life, These con-
verts were examples in their earnest
spread of the Gospel. “For from you
sounded out the word of the Lord.”
Wherever they went they made known
the Gospel they had accepted. They
tried to impart that which had enriched
themselves, and which, in giving, left
them still the richer.

SIDELIGHTS,

A living example is more potent than
the most elaborate code of precepts,

A genuine reception of the truth
changes a man and creates aspiration
after the highest good.

Conversion is a change conscious to
the individual and evident to others.

The Cospel is the divinely appointed
agency in conversion, and in all future
edification of the believer.

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT.

The new converts, what help they
need !

This first chapter of First Thessalon-
jans, from which our study Is taken,
gives the marks of a new convert. It
should be studied carefully. In the
foregoing exposition, you will find ample
suggestion to reach the truth, All con-
verts should be impressed with the neces-
sity of berinning immediately the real-
ization of the Gospel requirements in
their experience. Place the presenta-
tion of this topic in the care of some
wise and experlenced member of the
Leagne, who is realizing in his or her
life the precepts to he given.

A fellowship service during the even-
ing in which new converts, as well as
others, would express their experience
on the light of the topic study, would
be profitable,

APRIL 23,—“ THE GOSPEL ACCORD-
ING TO PAUL”

(STUDY 12 APOSTOLIC CHURCIL)
Gal. 1, 8125 2 14:16; 8. 5:0: 4, 4.7; 5, 18.18: 6. 14, 15,

This week we study the Gospel of
Christ as interpreted by the Apostle Paul.
Christ's teachings in themselves, without
any interpretations, are sufficient to make
one wise unto salvation, but when inter-
preted and applied by a master mind,
gpirit-inspired, those teachings of the
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Saviour become more luminous to many

thoughtful minds. If the record of the

teachings of Christ should in any way be

lost, they could be reconstructed in all

;lllﬁnt features, from the writings of
aul.

1. The Gospel according to Paul pre-
sents Christ as human. Christ came,
says Geikie, bringing religion into the
haunts and homes and every-day life of
men. For the solitudes of the hermit,
he substituted the labors of active
benevolence ; for the fears and gloom
which men shrank from, he brought the
light of a cheerful plety, which made
every act of daily life religious. He
found the domain of religion fenced off
as something distinet from common
duties, and he threw down the wall of
separation, and consecrated the whole
sweep of existence. He lived a man
among men, sharing alike their joys and
their sorrows, dignifying the humblest
details of life by making them subordin-
ate to the single aim of his Father's
glory. Henceforth the grand revolution
was inaugurated which taught that re-
ligion does not lie in selfish or morbid
devotion to personal interests, whether
in the desert or in the temple, but in
loving work and self-sacrifice for others.
Christ did not live aloof from men, but
among men and for men. He brought
heavenly principles, and lived them
among earthly conditions. Our ex-
empler indeed ! For what more are we
called upon to do as his followers than
to apply divine truth to human affairs!
The purpose of Christianity is not so
much to get men to heaven as to increase
on earth the number of men doing hea-
venly things. Christ was ‘intensely hu-
man, deeply interested in this life in
all its phases, but living this life, with
all its weight of responsibility, doing his
Father's business.

2. The Gospel according to Paul pre-
sents Christ as self-sacrificing. The un-
selfishness of Christs' character is its
unique charm. The altruism of the life
of Christ supersedes the dreanfs of all
human philosophy not based on his teach-
ings. One perfect life sets aside all
transitory theory. The Christ-life is
self-denial throughout, and Christ himself
makes the unselfish spirit the test of all
healthy religious life. It is he who said,
“It is more blessed to give than to re-
cefve” ; who reminds us that life, like
the wheat, yields fruit only by its own
dying ; who gave us the ideal of life in
his own absolute self-forgetfulness. We
feel instinctively that this Gospel of love
alone is divine, and that we cannot with-
hold our homage from the only perfectly
unse! ish life ever seen on earth. With-
out a reproduction, partial at least, of
this spirit of living for others, there can
be no Christian character properly so
called. To be self-centred is to be self-
consumed. To be Christ-centred, the
circumference of which circle embraces
humanity, is to be Christ-consumed—
“For to live is Christ.”

3. The Gospel according to St. Paul
presents Christ as sinless. The only
example of sinlessness in human history
is Jesus Christ. He stands magnificent in
his splendid isolation—a study of what
God can do with human material. Christ
demands repentance from all, but never
for a moment hints at any need of it for
himself. With all his matchless lowli-
ness, he advances personal claims which,
in a mere man, would be the very de-
lirfum of religious pride.

4. The Gospel according to Paul pre-
sents Christ’s teaching as divinely unique.
Where can be found In all literature the
wonderful doctrine of the new birth, as
the foundation of the religious life, except
in the teachings of Christ ? (a) A new
creation necessary (Gal. 6. 15). If we
compare this statement of Paul with the
teaching of Christ, when talking to Nico-
demus, we shall find a substantial agree-
ment. “Ye must be born again.” Both
passages teach the one great truth, that
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to be accepted of God, man must receive
the divine life—must be born from above.
(b) Growth in holiness toward perfection
(Eph. 4, 13). The ideal of Christian life
and character, according to Paul, is the
measure of the stature of the fulness of
Christ. The usual process by which this
is reached is that of growth. It is gener-
ally a progressive experience, enlighten-
ing the mind in the knowledge of God's
will, then the bringing of our life more
and more into conformity with it. Our
Saviour indicated a similar truth in the
statement, “ First the blade, then the ear,
then'the full corn in the ear.” (¢) The
supremacy of love (1 Cor. 13. 13).  Jesus
said, “ A new commandment give I unto
you, that ye love one another.” Paul
said practically the same thing. The
thirteenth chapter of first Corinthians is
the glorification of love as the supreme
virtue. *“The greatest of these is love.”
That must be greatest without which the
other two could not be. A being who is
not perfect love, says Maurice, 18 no object
upon which faith and hope can rest. Be-
cause love is the fixed eternal substance,
faith and hope have substances, they can-
not fail.  And love is to be exemplified
by the Christian now and for evermore,

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT.

Here is a very interesting study—the
tracing of the Gospel in the writings of
Paul.  Of course, we should not expect
anything else but a correspondence, an
identity indeed. We will find at least
three great comprehensive doctrines

English and the following week repeated
in Japanese. The experiment was suc-
cessful and helpful to the cause of Christ,
s0 much so, that Dr. Eby was invited to
all parts of the empire and made re-
peated tours of the cities where the
Canadian Methodist Church had stations,
holding large lecture meetings in the
theatres, and gathering as his hearers
those classes of the people who could not
easily be persuaded to attend the church.

TABERNACLE AT TOKYO.

The lectures had opened up to Dr. Eby
the possibilities of work of this kind if
established in a strong centre. An institu-
tional church was much needed in the
students’ quarter of the city, strongly
evangelistic in its tone and work. Funds
were collected in Canada, under the
supervision of Dr. Eby, and the corner-
stone of the Central Tabernacle was laid
early in 1890. After the roof had been
put on it was destroyed by a fire which
swept over that part of the city, but the
work of rebuilding was commenced im-
mediately, and by the end of the year
the tabernacle was ready for occupancy.

JAPAN CONFERENCE,

Up to 1886 the missionaries had met
informally to talk over the work, and
had laid their plans as best they could,
forwarding to the Board at home the re-
sult of their deliberation. At the Gen-
eral Conference of 1886 the Japan Council
was formed, to be comprised of the for-

enunciated by Christ and r 1 by
Paul. The doctrines of (a) Regenera-
tion; (b) Holiness ; (¢) Love. Place
in the hands of some capable person the
duty of expanding these three great doc-
trines, showing the absolute necessity of
every one of them in every Christian
character.

APRIL 30.—“WHAT GOD HATH
WROUGHT.”
(The Heart of Japan, Chap, 4.)

‘Bducation is the handmaid of religion,
aud at the opening of the period of our
Japan mission, beginning with 1883, a
school was found necessary, the primary
object being the training of the native
ministry growing up within the church.
The Japanese government encouraged the
erection of properly equipped schools,
and this was an advantage. The Mis-
sion Board instructed Dr. Mecdonald to
procure a site for the school, and Dr,
Meacham was secured as the first prin-
cipal. The school was a decided success.
By the end of the first month after open-
ing, there were registered twenty-eight
students, and with the opening of the
next school year the accommodation for
the resident students was taxed to the
utmost, the total enrolment being eighty
resident and seventy day pupils. The
Rev. R. Whittington became associate
principal, with a staff of native teachers
to assist, and soon the Rev. T. A. Large,
B.A., was added to the staff as teacher
of mathematics and natural science,

LECTURE COURSE,

The -population of Tokyo during the
years since the revolution, had grown
from 600,000 to over 1,200,000. It had
become the educational centre of the
empire. Here is situated the Imperial
University, with its various colleges,
preparatory  colleglate and normal
schools, schools of medicine, art, and
music, and a host of private schools. In
these various schools were collected
thirty thousand of the brightest young
men of Japan. There were already indi-
cations of infidel teaching, and what was
to be done ? Dr. Eby rendered able ser-
vice in meeting the case by a series of

lectures on “ The Rational Basis of Chris-
tlanity.” The lectures were given in

elgn jes working in connection
with our mission. A still further step
was made when on June 23rd, 188§,
twenty-three brethren, lay and clerical,
met in Tokyo and constituted a Confer-
ence.  With due formality Rev. David-
son Macdonald was elected the first presi-
dent, and Rev. F. A, Cassidy and Mr.
Kobayashi as joint secretaries, Since
that time the Council and the Conference
have existed side by side, each perform-
ing its own work,

WESTWARD,

It appeared necessary to extend the
work of our missions in some direction,
and it was finally decided that the west
coast should be the scene of new opera-
tions for God. Rev. J. W, Saunby was
placed in charge of the new movement,
and Kanazawa District, Including four
provinces, was organized. The larger
cities of these provinces were seized as
the strategic points, and there a begin-
ning was made, At the end of the year
the district was able to report a mem-
bership of nineteen ; many inquirers
were instructed in the truth, Bible-
classes were well attended, and large
congregations were present at all the
services, Kanazawa city was the centre
of the district, and at this place our mis-
sionary was fortunate in securing a most
desirable property. A beautiful home,
built by one of the greatest of the former
feudal lords of Japan, was vacant and was
secured for our work, and made head-
quarters,

A HEART-RENDING TRAGEDY.

The one tragedy of the work in Japan
must here be recorded, as it belong to
this period of the work. On the night
of April 4th, 1890, armed burglars
entered the room occupied by the Rev,
T. A. Large and Mrs, Large, in the
Girls’ School, in Tokyo. Mrs, Large
awoke first. When Mr. Large awoke
and found two strange men in the room,
he immediately closed with them, though
he was unarmed and they armed with
swords, They retreated, using their
swords, He followed to the hall, where
he fell, mortally wounded. Mrs. Large,
in trying to protect her husband, was
severely wounded in the face and the
right hand,

The funeral service was held in the
spacious Azabu Church, which was filled.
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Most of the foreign ambassadors and the
leading men of Tokyo were present. Dr.
Macdonald had charge of the service;
Mr. Whittington, Dr. Imbrie, and Mr,
Cassidy took part. The address in Eng-
lish was delivered by Dr, Cochran, col-
league of the deceased, who gave an out-
line of his brief and promising career cut
oft in its early morning. He bore testi-
mony to his high standards of life and
service, and the pure and unsullied char-
acter, which was rendered more attrac-
tive by his unusual social and musical
gifts,

Mr. Hiralwa spoke in Japanese of the
character he bore among his fellow-
laborers, of his power of self-sacrifice, of
Mrs, Large's prayers for the murderers,
and of the fact that no one attributed the
act to anything but the desperation of
burglars, arising in no sense whatever
from antipathy to foreigners or to the
Christian religion, The service was most
affecting, The English and Japanese
were united in their feelings of grief over

the loss of one, who, though but young,
and but few years In active service in the
mission, had endeared himself to them,
and who had given such promise of suc-
Cess,

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT,

In this study of our mission work in
Japan we review the events from the
year 1883 to the year 1893. There are
marked developments and substantial
progress in these ten years, Point out
how the spirit of God leads his workers
to larger fields when faithful in the fleld
already otcupied You will again need
a map of Japan to note the cities and
provinces referred to in the narrative.
Appoint two members in advance to pre-
sent the narrative as glven above, and
then review, by questions and answers,
and use of map, the events of the period.

MAY 7. *“AN INCOMPLETE GOSPEL
IN PREACHER AND PEOPLE.”

(STUDY 15, APOSTOLIC CHURCIL)

Acts 18, 245 10,7,

The Gospel is incomplete when it be-
gins and ends with repentance, When
Paul was in Ephesus he found some dis-
ciples who had been baptized *“ unto
John's baptism,” which included repent-
ance only. But a turning from sin to
God must be followed by faith in Jesus
Christ, which includes the gift of the
Holy Spirit. Te receive the Holy Spirit
as sanctifier is not a * second blessing.”
The Holy Spirit as sanctifier is given
when we believe on Jesus Christ for sal-
vation,  The further blessing, If such
there be, is the removal of obstacles in
the heart and life to the fuller sway of
the power of the spirit, If one is a
believer, what he should pray for is, not
a baptism of the Holy Spirit, which he
has already received upon faith in Christ,
but for help to cease resisting the com-
plete dominion of the Spirit in his soul.
This is Methodist teaching and is both
satisfying to the reason and numrorllng
to the enlightened conscience, * Ah”
but some one says, “ Paul's words to the
disciples at Ephesus are : “ Have ye re-
ceived the Holy Ghost since ye believed 7
Yes, but the revised text puts it, “ Did
ye receive the Holy Ghost when ye be-
lieved 2 So the Gospel to be complete,
must include the reception of the Holy
Spirit at conversion and his complete
domination afterwards. Let us study
how Jesus revealed this truth to his dis-
ciples when he was with them on earth :

The Holy Spirit the teacher and Para-
clete of helievers : Jesus had to depart
but he promised to send his spirit in
place of his own immediate presence.
“1 will not leave yon orphans,” he had
said.  “You shall not be left without
a Comforter to encounter what lies hefore
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you." Ye who have companied with me
through evil and good report, in dangers,
toil and weariness, who have brought me
the burden of your cares, confided to me
your difficulties, turn to me in all your
sorrows till my presence has become in-
dispensable to you—ye shall not want a
counsellor, a guide, an advocate. The
Paraclete, which is the Holy Ghost, shall
come and lead you to higher attainments
than those you have yet reached. He
shall not only call to remembrance all
things which I have spoken unto you, but
ghall teach you all things, lead you to
understand what has been revealed.

2. The Holy Spirit is the teacher of
the faithful. He is the Divine Teacher
of the Chureh. *“ He shall teach you all
things, and bring all things to your
remembrance.” Those to whom the
words were first spoken needed such a
promise. For nearly three years they
had been in the company of Christ, i. e,
they had been learning of him “in whom
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge.,” They had had a training
such as no university now can give to
ministers of the Word. And how did
they profit by this training ? Alas ! not
as they should or might have done. Had
not the Lord, after his resurrection, to
speak to some of them as fools and slow
of heart to believe all that the prophets
had spoken ? (Luke 24, 25). And did
they not show on the very eve of his
ascension how far they were from fully
apprehending his teaching? (Acts 1. 6-8).
But see the same men after the Pente-
costal outpouring of the Spirit. A
mighty change has taken place in them.
A flood of light seemed to have been
poured on the sacred page and the sayings
of Jesus, What was dark and mysteri-
ous before was now bright as noon-day.
Before, the lowly life, shameful cross,
had been stumbling-blocks to them. But
after Petecost the true meaning of that
humiliation—humbled that men might be
exalted—was clearly seen. The croses,
instead of being a portent of shame, was
geen to be a symbol of Christ's glory,
and the result of this divine teaching was,
as Christ foretold, a mouth and wisdom
in the day of trial which all their adver-
saries could not gainsay. (Luke 21, 15).

3. The Holy Spirit still exercises the
same enlightening influence in the hearts
of believers. Those not taught of him, and
who, therefore, cannot “ discern” divine
truth, see no beauty in the Gospel, are
not influenced by its promises or threat-
enings. And although they may admire
the Saviour as a great moral teacher, will
see no beauty in him as the Redeemer of
men, they do not, cannot understand
spiritual religion ; its source and mani-
festations seem to them too vague and
uncertain to merit their deepest regard.
How different the aspect those things
wear to those who have been taught of
the Spirit! Invisible and spiritual
things become to them the highest reali-
ties.  Their lives are thenceforth not
governed by the seen and temporal, but
by the unseen and eternal. This divine
teacher “ makes even the simple wise,”
by revealing to them the will of heaven.

4. The Holy Spirit was to teach and
bring to the remembrance of the disciples
all things which Jesus had spoken to
them, They had not fully understood all
Christ’s teaching. Sometimes it seemed
to them he spoke in enigmas. But after
his resurrection and the descent of the
Spirit, sayings that had appeared dark
and obscure became luminous (Luke 24.
8; Acts 11, 16). The Heavenly Sower
had scattered the seeds of divine truth
into hearts prepared to recelve it, but
there was needed the outpouring of the
Spirit, with heavenly influence, the dews
and rains of grace, to awaken it to life,
to cause it to spring forth and bloom
into fuller fruitfulness. And a test of
any teaching, professing to be divine will

be its accordance or non-accordance with
the great principles of truth revealed in
the teaching of Christ and amplified in the
apostolic writings.

5. The Holy Spirit's power as a teacher
is not confined to the past. It is a pres-
ent reality. It is known in some mea-
sure by every one progressing in the nar-
row way. Not all at once, as a rule, does
the full day of the Spirit's enlightening
power illuminate the soul, Here, as in
all God's works, there is a wise progres-
sion. The plants of grace are not
ephemeral gourds, but palms and cedars.
At the beginning of their course believers
feel that to know God’s will and to serve
him aright is a task beyond their own
powers. They feel the need of the
Spirit’s help and teaching. But day by
day as they look more earnestly into the
divine oracles, and use with diligence the
means of grace, what was dark will be-
come light, *the crooked straight, and
the rough places plain."

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT,

Here we have a study of the Holy.
Spirit as an essential part of the com-
plete Gospel. Give It a very careful re-
view. Our young people should be
rooted and grounded in-the word. Place
this topic in the care of the Christian En-
deavor Committee, and give them instruc-
tion to make the very best arr
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unworthy members be cut off ; but the in-
terests of the converted soul demands
that the membership once admitted shall
be tenderly dealt with and rated at its
most powerful value, Envy, strife,
division, unfortunately existed, but Paul
will concede to them a place in the
church it it be only as babes, and will
exhort them accordingly to better things
than these, Envy, strife, division should
not exist in the Church of Christ. Their
very existence proves the non-existence
of the truth in the power of the Spirit.
The dominant principle of Christianity s
love, and the things to which the apostle
refers simply cannot occur where Chris-
tian love has its sway. Read the Sermon
on the Mount, Christ's proclamation of
the principles of his kingdom, and see
where envy, strife and division will come
in! But what disgrace, what loss of
influence, what positive failure of the
power of the church because these things
do exist! Drive them out, and all such,
by “the expulsive power of a new affec-
tion,"”

3. It is an evil not to draw a sharp
distinction between the church and the
world. (1 Cor, 5 9-13.) They who are
of the church are not only “called,” but
“called out " from the world, as the word
for church, ecclesia, In the New Testa-
ment indicates. There is a complaint,
rightly in many cases, that the

possible for its presentation.

{ MAY 14, “SOME EVILS IN THE
CHURCH—ANCIENT AND
MODERN.”

(STUDY 14, APOSTOLIC CHURCH.)

1 Cor. 3, 1:0; 5.9-18; 6.

There have always been evils in the
Christian Church—no, not in the Chris-
tian Church as a divine institution
ideally considered—but evils in some of
the so-called members of the Christian
Church. Some take upon them the vows
and responsibilities of church member-
ship, and fail to manifest them, and hence
evils arise, There was an unfaithful
disciple among the original twelve, and,
it would be safe to say that there has
been no considerable band of Christian
disciples since that time among whom
there was not one or more who lived be-
low his privileges, and sooner or later
brought evil or error into the church,
Such is human nature when without the
complete sway of the Holy Spirit.

EVILS IN CHRISTIAN CHURCH.

What were the evils existing in the
church at Corinth of which the apostle
complains ? It is important to know
them, for they reappear in these modern
times, and Paul's warnings are thus
timely and applicable.

1. It is an evil to remain a babe in
Christ, (1 Cor. 3. 1, 2), With Paul “ babe "
is never a word of praise. He hurries
his converts forward to perfection—to the
adult to the h de-
velopment of every power, to ripeness
of character without any touch of weak-
ness or decay, to mature and zealous and
efficient service for God. There is neces-
sarily a period of babyhood in Christ, but
to remain in that period is a sad reflection
on the unfaithfulness of the possessor of
the divine life, is like a full-grown man
still learning to walk, and lisping the
language of the infant. There are so
many “babes ” in the church to-day that
the condition of things is a source of
serious weakness and counter-tide to
progress.

2, It is an evil that envy, strife, and
division are found in the church (1 Cor.
3. 3). The claim of the church is that
it should be kept pure ; the claim of the
Head of the church is that all dead or

73 8. 018,

world is making successful encroach-
ments on the church, Evangelistic
force and spiritual power are not what
they once were in many churches, The
spirit of formality is gaining ground
apace. Let our young people stem the
tide, intelligently understand the distinc-
tion between the * within” and the
“without” in regard to religion, and
prove a powerful factor in removing this
threatening evil worldliness within the
pale of the church.

4. It is an evil when litigation is neces-
sary among members of the church. (1
Cor, 6. 5-7.) Litigation means disagree-
ment and disagreement means lack of
pliability. “Let your moderation be
known unto all men,” means let your
pliability be known into all men.
The spirit of give-in, the spirit of com-
promise, the willingness to sacrifice
rather than bring disgrace on the cause,
ghould be manifested among disciples of
the Nazarene. If difference of opinion
should arise, as it often will, difference,
which among men of the world would
lead to the courts of law, then there
should be sufficient confidence among the
Christian brotherhood to adjust the case
without appeal to litigation. Justice is
not absent from the vocabulary of the
true Christian,

5. It is an evil when members of the
church engage in habits or activities
which to them may be apparently harm-
less, but which will lead members less
strong than they into ways of sin. (1
Cor. 8 9-13)) How the apostle's warn-
ing as given in these verses of Corinth-
ians needs to be taken to heart! How
many a weak brother perishes through
the liberty taken by some “ advanced”
disefple!  “Am I my brother's keeper,”
can be answered in only one way. * You
are!” and you should order your life with
that great principle in view.

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT.

We have discussed five evils that
existed in the church in Paul's day, and
which just as really exist to-day. Ap-
point five members of the League each
to glve a three or four minute talk or
paper on one of these evils. Show how
the youth of the church should be alert
to expel these errors and not quietly
submit to their existence and extension.
By the way, could not you, Mr. Presi-
dent, give some ways or means by which
this conld be done and thus help the
meeting to be practical and forceful.
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Sunday School

The Supplemental Course

Mr. W. H. Parr, one of our most prom-
inent Sunday-school workers in Winni-
peg, writes this of the Supplemental
Lesson Course, in a personal letter to the
Editor:  “The Supplemental Lesson
system forms an excellent basis for grad-
ing, which is much needed in all schools.
Until our schools and teachers become
awakened to the intrinsic merits of the
system, the ten minutes extra required
for the Supplemental Course may possi-
bly prevent its general adoption, but it
ought to be introduced, even if it is neces-
sary to reduce the time allotted for the
International Lesson.”

A Missionary Sunday-school

The “ Ex-Home" Methodist Sunday-
school, of St. George's, Bermuda, has on
its roll forty-five scholars, eighteen in
the Home Department, eight on the
Cradle Roll, and eleven officers and teach-
ers. This school gives $40 to missions,
which is almost $1 per scholar. On the
back of the annual report we find this
statement :

WHAT WE GIVE TO MISSIONS, |

1. The collection on Mission Sunday, |

| the last in each month (except- |
ing March 26th, June 25th, and
September 24th).

2. One-tenth of all funds raised by
special effort.

3. Mite-box offerings, opened on Re-
view Sunday.

4. Juvenile offerings, colleeted by card
at Christmas.

G, Annual missionary collection (De-
cember 31st).

N.B.—Thig year we are endeavoring
to raise £10, toward the support
of Rev. A. C. Borden, M.A., B.D,,
missionary at Kofu, Japan.

OUR SPECIAL COLLECTIONS.
When ? What for?
March 26th—British and Foreign Bible
Soclety.

25th—Educational
numerary Funds,

June and Super-

September 24th—Sunday-school Aid
and Extension Fund,
December  31st—Missions.  (Annual

collection.)

If all our schools would follow a
definite plan of this kind, the missionary
givings of our schools might be wonder-
fully increased.

Secrets of Success

Mr. John R. Pepper, who wrote the
“Model Superintendent” first in his
own career and then in book form, has
entered upon his twenty-fifth year as
superintendent of the First Church Sun-
day-school, Memphis, Tenn, In some
reflections on this quarter of a century
of Sunday-school work, published in the
organ of the First Church School, he
lets out some of the secrets of what is a
truly wonderful success, They are as
follows :

Borrom ROCKS.

Whatever temporary or permanent
methods may have been used in our
school, they have always clustered around
four cardinal points, and any one of them
might at any time have been classified
without difficulty: Interesting, Instruc-
tive. Devotional, Aggressive, and Progces-
sive

Interesting.—In its simplest analysis
means variety. We have endeavored to
secure that in our opening, closing, and,

in fact, all of the exercises of the school.
So far as this writer can recall, he does
not remember that he has ever opened
and closed the school in exactly the same
way any two Sundays in all the nearly
twenty-five years of his service,

Instructive—~Points to our teachers’
meetings, normal classes, and preparation
to teach so as to commend our school
work to the respect ol our scholars, their
parents and friends, trying to do genu-
inely good school work as well as relig-
fous work.

Devotional.—Tells of our teachers'
prayer-meeting held just before school
for over twenty years ; also real thought
about prayer in the school session, and
our class devotions, making earnest
prayer a real part of the exercises of
the day ; not falling into set forms, but
always remembering the particular needs
of the day and season, urging ever that
teachers pray for scholars by name and
individuality daily, so that they may be
brought to Jesus our Saviour.

Aggressive and Progressive.—Holding
on to the old plans that have been found
good, reaching out for new jdeas that
may prove better, Endeavoring to use
the same enterprise and skill in the Mas-
ter's service—yea, even more, if possible,
than in any secular business with which
any of us may be connected. Hence our
fine corps of active business men in super-
intendents of departments, librarians, and
secretaries, all of whom study their
work and try to prove more and more
efficient in it, and thus make better con-
tribution to large results.

Advantages of Grading

A judicious system of grading ought
to help the teacher as well as the pupil,
The school implies three factors—
teacher, pupil and subject to be taught.
The teacher must know his subject and
pupil, and know how to present the sub
ject. In a graded school the teacher be-
comes experienced and skilled in dealing
with children of a particular age, and
will know her class better than the
teacher who has a class permanently from
youth to adult age. After two or three
terms, she will know more of her class
in a month than the permanent teacher,
who never taught such a class before,
would have learned in a year. She be
comes a specialist in her particular class
work.  Her personal influence over the
child is not spread over so long a period.
but it is more effective while it lasts and
reaches a much wider circle of children,
Whatever adds to the efficiency of the
teacher is of inestimable value to the
pupil.  The more skilful the teacher,
and the more perfect training she is
capable of giving her pupils, the shorter
distance will they wander from the way
they should go. By a system of this
kind, the pupil also has the advantage
of coming under the influence of several,
and the help and inspiration not obtained
from one may be received from another.
—Prineipal Roberts, Rat Portage, Ont.

Strategic Value of the
Sunday-schonl

Rev. W. R. McIntosh, of Elora, has a
strong article in The Presbyterian on
“ Recrniting the Young" in which he
makes the following plea for the Sunday-
school :

“The strategic value of the Sunday-
school demands that we shall strengthen
it at every conceivable point. Presby-
teries ought to run a live wire over
every school and reach every teaching
staff with help and inspiration. Minis-
ters should always be present in their
school in influence, if not in person, and
give themselves especially to reinforcing
the dynamics of the school by a careful
selecting and training of the teachers.
Superintendents should give themselves
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m.ht up to this work among the young,
ificing even the church itself if neces-
mu) in its interests, Teachers should
remember that they are the key, the last
Nnk. If they fail, everything fails. It
is theirs to aid every child directly to de-
cision for Christ and the church, and
many will never hear the Christian invi
tation except from their lips. Let the
church herself make the recruiting of the
young her chief concern. There is great
need for extension here and there are
many open doors. In one way or an-
other, only in some way, let the church
lay her hand upon her young people,
Organize them, utilize them, individualize
them, Make apostles and prophets of
them if possible, if not teachers, workers
of social miracles, helps, governments
diversities of tongues. Push forward ex-
tensively and intensively, multiplying the
number of recruits and increasing their
spiritual life and power, These young
Jeople are wanted not alone as substitute
worshippers and workers of to-morrow,
out to add brightness and warmth, fresh-
ness and inspiration to the work and the
worship of to-day. Blessed is that
church that hath its garner full of them.”

Winning the Child

In the Sunday-school the
commencing a Christian life may be
taken up with emphasis and joy. Prayer
aaving been offered and some good hymns
sung, the pastor presents the matter of
veing a Christian and being a church
member, He asks teachers and others
what their personal experience has been
—at what age they became followers of
Jesus, and when they joined the church,
Here is an old man who says that he is
now seventy-four years old, and that he
has been both a Christian and a church-
member since he was fourteen years old,
That just goes home to the hearts of
class No. 10—boys of fourteen years of
age. So on it goes, Then the pastor
sums it all up and gathers the results.
Perhaps he uses cards. I have used one
with the happiest of results. Here I8
my card :

I desire to be a Christian. |
1 wish to join the pastor’'s class |

matter of

Scholar

Teacher .

Father or mother consenting

This card has many advantages. It
is very simple. It gives a child a chance
to commit himself in a quiet way to
Christ. But it postpones the matter of
church membership. It requires the fel-
lowship of the child and the pastor, and
gives the opportunity for the questions
that even a child desires to ask. It also
involves the parent and the teacher in a
covenant, and it gives the pastor the
pledged co-operation of the home. In
cases where parents are not church-mem-
bers this is invaluable, and is a wide-
open door for the pastor into that home.
1 have had many such cards in my pos-
session.—Stuart M. Campbell, D.D,, in
Interior.

Practical Methods

We shall be glad to hear from Sunday-
sochool workers in regard to practical
methods of work, which they have found
to be successful. Of course, as our
space is limited, contributions to this
page must necessarily be brief, but they
are more likely to be read on this ac-
count. If your school has any plans
which are out of the ordinary, tell the
readers of The Era about them.
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Junior Department

Conducted by REV, 8, T. BARTLETT, Colborne, Ont.,
WVice-President in L e of the Junior League section of
and Epworth !sague Board. He
invites rnuwudum from all Junior wu' workers to
wdd interest to un- Dopuv.men; of the Exa.

The Union Jach

It's only a small piece of bunting,
It's only an old colored rag;

Yet thousands have died for its honor,
And shed their best blood for the flag.

It's charged with the cross of St. Andrew,
Which, of old, Scotland’s heroes has
led ;
It carries the cross of St. Patrick,
For which Ireland’s bravest have bled.

Joined with these is our old English
ensign,
St. George's red cross on white field ;
Round which from King Richard to Wol-
seley
Britons mnqm—‘r or die, but ne'er yield.

It flutters triumphant o'er ocean,
As free as the wind and the waves ;
And bondsmen from shackles unloosened,
'Neath its shadows no longer are slaves,

It floats over Cyprus and Malta,
O'er Canada, the Indies, Hong Kong.
And Britons, where'er their flag's flying,
Clah;n the rights which to Britons be-
ong.

We hoist it to show our devotion,

To our Queen, to our country and laws;
It's the outward and visible emblem

Of advancement and liberty's cause.

You may say it's an old bit of bunting ;
You may call it an old colored rag ;
But freedom has made it majestic,
And time has ennobled the flag,

—Anon.

OaKville Junior League

Miss Sumner, superintendent of Oak-
ville Junior League, reports a very suc-
cessful season in the work of the League.
‘What the League is doing for the Juniors
of Oakville is told in the short, crisp
statements given by some of the Oak-
ville members at the regular meeting of
February 5th, when the question of the
topic, “What I Owe to the Junior
League 7" was answered. Here are a
few of them : “It has taught me to love
and serve the Lord” “It has helped
me read my Bible.” “It has shown me
how to live nearer to God.” “It has
made my life a pleasure,” “It has
glven me a better knowledge of God's
Word.” “When I was sick, they came
and saw me and that did me good.”
“The Junior League has done more for
me than I can tell, so I shall have to do
better every day and help to make the
Junior  League prosperous.”” * The
Junior League has helped me to be good.”
Surely with such bright testimonials as
these, and they might be repeated all
over Canada, our League is worth a place
in the active working forces of the
Church. Miss S8umner makes a plea for
“more sympathy” towards the Junior
League workers that is much to the point,
for many pastors and teachers have not
yet appreciated the good that is possible
in this agency among the children. Give
it a chance. Put yourself in its way, not
to hinder, but to help. *“Feed my
lambs.” We shall be pleased to receive
short accounts of the work from anyone
at any time. We are in receipt occasion-
ally of requests for helps in the forma-
tion of Junior Leagues. Coples of the
Constitution, pledge cards, topic cards,
the Junior League Hand-book, and all

supplies, are to be obtained of the Book
Room. Send to Dr. Briggs for such, not
to Mr. Bartlett.

Weekly Topics
Home Missionary MEETING.

Mon., April 10.—The poor and the
stranger. Lev, 19, 9, 10,

Tues., April 11.—Love thy neighbor. Lev.
19. 18,

Wed., Ax;rll 12.—Oppress not the stranger.
Ex.

Thur.,, April 13.—Love the stranger.
Deut. 10, 17-19,

Fri., April 14—"1If thy brother be puor"
Lev, 2 6.

Sat., April 1
Josh. 8.

Sun,, April lG—Toplc The strangers in
our land. Lev. 19. 33, 34,

We can hardly take up a daily news-
paper, but we are told of many new ar-
rivals into Canada. Most of these people
come from the Old World and are going
into the New Great West to settle. A
visitor in Winnipeg, the “Gate of the
West,” will be very much impressed with
the strange looking people he meets,
They are of many nationalities. At the
“ All Peoples' Mission” in Winnipeg it
is a common thing for people of a dozen
dmerent languages to be gathered to-
getlier at the one service. Many of these
people are ignorant of the Word of Life,
and if allowed to settle in our country
without being reached with the Gospel,
will be a curse rather than a blessing in
a few years, Hence, the duty of the
Church s clear. They must be looked
after right from the start. As soon as
they arrive among us, and before they
settle, they must be made to feel that
this is a Christian country, and that as
good citizens of Canada it is required of
them that they honor our God and His
worship. They are * strangers ” in more
ways than one. Not only have they
come from a foreign land, but their habits
are not always what we want to have
practised or taught in this land. So
they need to be taught of Christ and His
kingdom. Who is to do this but the
missionaries ? They are surely needed
in the new settlements of the West as
much as in any foreign land, for if these
people be neglected they will make this
land like their own, and another genera-
tion will be born to be a damage instead
of a help to our country. Already our
Misslonary Society has special mission-
aries among these “ strangers.” More
are needed. They will likely come by
thousands in the next few years, and the
work must be overtaken speedily. The
command of God says so. The need of
protecting our land from the customs that
are unchristian says so, and we must not
lose interest in these people in the glamor
of the work in far distant lands. (Let
the superintendent take the General Mis-
sionary Report for the past year and
from its condensed reports of missions in
the North-West arrange a programme of
information for the League. Or, if you
have a copy of the Missionary Bulletin
you will find such letters as Dr, Lawford’s
among the Galiclans useful. Detailed
items call for more room than we have
at our disposal here. Show the distine-
tion between the different classes of the
missionary work, eg., Foreign, Indian,
French, Chinese on Pacific Coast, ete,, and
give the Juniors some intelligent idea of
the scope of operations. Thus you will
enlist their sympathy and support for the
cause in years to come, when they will
perhaps have more extensive means with
which to support the work. But strive
for a Forward Movement Band in your
League now. If you cannot get all you
would wish, get all you can, and keep
going ahead.)

Tonvh the strangers.”
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Howy Days axp Horays.
(Easter Meeting.)
Mon., Aprll 17.—Feasts of the Lord. Lev.
Tues., Aprl] 18 —The Sabbath of Rest.
Wed., liprll lsE—The Passover. Ex. 12.

Thur., Aprll 20.—The Day of Atonement.

Lev, 23. 26-28,

Fri., April 21.—The Feast of Tabernacles.
Lev, 23. 33-44,

Sat., April 22.—The Day of Pentecost.
Acts 2, 1-8.

Sun., April 23.—Topie: Holy Days and
Holidays.—Lev, 23. 1-6, 39-44; John
7. 814

To the average boy or girl attending

school, and indeed, to many older per-

sons, the first thought of Easter is that

of a holiday. Some of the children away

at school or college will be at home * for

Easter.” And in some cases it is doubt-

less true that the Sunday morning Easter

eggs are of greater moment than the Sun-

day morning Easter sermon. Let it be

our aim to emphasize the true meaning of

Easter, It is above all the great Chris-

tian Festival. On its teaching the whole
Christian system is based. Its central

truth is resurrection. The crucifixion of

the Lord Jesus Christ, followed by His

resurrection from the grave, were the
greatest themes of the apostles in their
preaching. Everything was based on

these two vital facts. And they must
ever be the most prominent doctrines in
the Christian Church. Baster is essen-
tially a holy day, and must t be let
degenerate into a common holiday. Its
season is one of richest joy, and this joy
must not be supplanted with mere fun.
To truly celebrate Easter we need hoth

knowledge and faith, a faith that is well
grounded on un intelligent knowledge of
the truths of the Scriptures concerning
the mission of Christ to earth. Review
the great facts of the Passion Week. Re-
call the supper, instituted to supersede
the Passover, visit Gethsemane, Calvary,
the sepulchre. Read the story of the
first Baster morning, with its glad
message, ““the Lord is risen indeed.”
Memorize the five different appearances of
Christ to His disciples on that day, viz,
to Mary, to the other women, to Peter, to
the two disciples on the way to Emmaus,
and to the apostles when gathered to-
gether at night.  Show the children that
the resurrection of Christ is one of the
best established facts in history, and that
His mediation at God's right hand is one
of the most gladsome truths for a happy
human experience. So shall Easter be
well kept, a holy day unto God in praise
for His Son. Not only is Easter a glad-
some festival because of the resurrection
of the Lord ; but it is a reminder of our
own future. Without the facts of Easter
we should be without hope, Have Paul's
glorious' argument, 1 Cor. 15, read in
your meeting. We are assured of our
own immortality by His triumph over
death and the grave. Teach the children
not to dread death, but to rejoice in their
possible triumph over it by the power of
Christ. Easter is not only a celebration
of what has been ; but it is a prophecy
of what is to be, We shall live in Him
forever if we are true to His Word here,
and when our mortal bodies are laid away
in the grave and our friends say we are
dead, we shall live forever in Him who
is the Resurrection and the Life,

Christ
Hus
Risen

In
Strength
Triumphant.
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Apour GGRUMBLING,
Mon., April 24 —Complaining to Moses.
Ex. 14, 11-14,

Tues., Ai;rll 25.—Complaining of thirst.
Ex. 15. 23-27.

Wed.,, April 26.—Murmuring in the
wilderness, Ex. 16, 2-8.

Thur.,, April 27.—Neither murmur ye. 1
Cor. 10. 10.

Fri., April 28 —Without murmuring, Phil,
2, 14, 15,

Sat., April 29.—Be ye thankful. Col. 3.
14, 15

Sun., April 30.—Toplc : What God thinks
about grumbling. Num. 11. 1-10.

Go right at the root of this common
trouble. Why do people *grumble”?
Is it not because they are not sufficiently
thankful for the common mercies of
dally life? A dissatisfied mind is gen-
erally the result of an unthankful heart.
We are all apt to make our blessings as
small as possible and our troubles as
large as we can. It was so with the
Israelites in the wilderness with whom

the story deals, It is 8o yet. What is
the cure for this spirit, then ? Is it not
an appreciation of daily blessings. (Let

some one sing, “ Count your blessings.”)
Truly it will surprise us what the Lord
has done when we count them up. In-
deed, we cannot do so, They are more
than the hairs of our head. ~What God
thinks about grumbling! What can
any right thinking person think of it but
that it is a very bad habit ? What good
does grumbling do ? Suppose the day
is rainy, the dinner late, the roads bad,
etc, what relief will come from the
trouble by complaining about it ? Some
time, and sooner by being cheerful over
it, the clouds will disperse and the day
be bright. It is easy to say, “ Don't
grumble,” but I expect some one will
say it is “ easier sald than done.” Why ?
Grumbling is a habit. We need not form
it it we are careful. It will soon be
Just as easy to smile as to frown if we
get ourselves used to doing it; but the
trouble is we don't want to smile, We
really feel blue and take pleasure in mak-
ing other people miserable too often,
Children are very apt to do this in the
home. There is no place in the world
where grumbling is so common, and there
is no other place where cheerfulness is
$0 much needed. Especially here should
we all join together in making life happy.
The habit once formed is certainly hard
to break, therefore, do not form it. Look
on the bright side. If the Israelites had
been true to God and to their real situa-
tion they would have seen how much rea-
son they had to give thanks and how little
for complaining ; but from one to an-
other the spirit of mistrust and rebellion
spread and the whole multitude sinned
in their ingratitude. That is the way
still.  Grumbling is very “catching.”
One starts it and soon many are at it.
But so also is cheerfulness catching.”
Smile and see how many will smile back
at you. Frown, and you will get a
frown in return generally. Paul learned
to be “content.” That means to take
what we have, be thankful it is no worse,
and make the best of it. Suppose your
clothes are not as elegant as some one
else’s,  What if you don't live in as grand
a house as another? You may not
have a carriage or servants! What then?
These things in themselves do not bring
happiness, “ A contented mind is a con-
tinual feast” Remember that. There
are many wrinkles on many brows that
ought not to be there. Many people's
mouths turn down at the corners that
ought to turn up. Mind yours. Keep
your brow smooth, let the corners of your
mouth turn up, and above all strive to
maintain a thankful heart in your breast
at all times. 8o you will never learn to
be a “ grumbler.”
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GIANTS AND GRASSHOPPERS.
Mon., May 1.—The messengers sent out.

Num. 13. 1-3.
Tues,, May 2—The marching orders,
Num. 13. 17-20.

Wed,, May 3.—On the march. Num, 13.
21, 22,

Thur,, May 4—A bunch of grapes. Num,
13.

Fri,,

A discouraging report
-29,

Sat., May 6.—ﬁe ot-guml cheer, Psa, 27,
14

Sun,, May 7.—Toplc : Giants and grass-
hoppers. Num, 13. 30-33,

The Israelites were within sight of
Canaan, Their desert march was over.
They might have gone ahead and been
out of their difficulty. But they did not.
Why ?  Get that point clear first. They
did not, simply because they distrusted
God. The spies had Dbeen sent out.
They made their report. There were
giants in the land. They were afraid.
They would not go ahead because they
did not trust God to give them the strength
to overcome tbeir enemies. It is so
easy to magnify troubles that we do see
and so easy to belittle help that we do
not see. That was the way with them.
They could see the glants. They could
not see God, But for all that they
should have known better than to be
afrald. Why had God brought them to
Kadesh ? It was for the very purpose
to show ‘them the way into the Land of
Promise, But they drew back in
cowardice. Explain the difference be-
tween prudence and cowardice, It is
never wise to rush into difficulty ; but
it is never wise to shrink from it when
it is in the way of duty. A prudent per-
son is one who seeks to make provision
for whatever may be ahead: but a
coward is one who says weakly, “I can't.”
That is what the Israelites said. They
were sadly afraid, * badly scared.” See

the spirit of Caleb and of Joshua
They did not deny the existence of
enemies ; but they did deny that they

were strong enough to defeat the people
of God if these would only enter into the
land promised them so long before, It
is not wise to shut our eyes to diffi-
culty ; but it is a sign of weakness to
run away from it The bravest are
those who, though they know there are
foes in the way, never turn back, but
push right on. And It is this spirit that
God honors. What the Israelites missed
by their cowardice ! For over thirty-
seven years they have to toil on in the
wilderness because they failed to take
advantage of this present opportunity. If
we run away from duty to-day we are
only bringing suffering and sorrow on
ourselves to-morrow, and for many days
to come, The one great lesson for us
all is to have a brave confidence in God
and an unflinching face to the foes. This
lesson Is very entertaining just as a
story ; but we must not let the oppor-
tunity for improving the moral of it
pass by, We are to-day pilgrims
through earth to heaven. There are
glants in the way. And they are many.
Name some of them, The glant of ill-
temper, pride, anger, malice, evil-speak-
ing, lying, lust, strong drink, Sabbath-
breaking, etc.—a whole legion of them.
What are we before so many ? In our
own strength we are but grasshoppers
indeed. But with the great and loving
God to help us we can become “ more
than conquerors.” What shall we do?
Trust Him to help us and then do our
very best every time we have to fight.
No hero is ever made by shirking duty.
It is in doing it and often against odds
that we are made strong and by this we
shall be crowned at last. “If God be
for us, he is more than all that can be
against us.” Have all your members
memarize that beautiful verse to en-
courage them in every fight against sin.
(Isa. 50. 7.)
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The Sunshine Trust

I wisht [ knowed
Whah de sunshine growed
I'd pack my clothes an' staht
An’ settle down
When degplace was foun’
An’ never mo' depaht.

Dis stingy way
F'm day to day
Of passin’ sunshine out
Has stirred my soul
Beyond control
An' filled my heaht wif doubt

If I could speak
About a week,
Like Congress folks I know,
I bet I'd bust
Dat sunshine trust
An’ gib us folks a show !
—Washington Star.

“Billy’s Outside, Mum "’

In one of the districts of B—, a
town missionary and his wife were in
their home just preparing for supper. It
was a boisterous night, the wind was
howling, and the door in their little cot-
tage, which opened into their sitting-
room, was shaking. The husband said
to his wife, “ Who 1is it knocking ?"
“ Why, no one,” said the wife ; it is the
wind shaking the door.” But in an-
other minute or two the knock came
louder ; then said the husband, “I said
80. The wife went and opened the
door, and found a poor little ragged fel-
low standing outside, cold and wet,
“ Well, my boy, what do you want ?"
“Please, mum,” said the lad, “I'm so
starved ; could you give me sum’'at?”
“Come in, lad,” said the woman, and
she sat him before the fire whilst she
hurried to make him some bread and
milk. In a few minutes she placed it
before him. ** Now, boy, eat it up, and
get warm.” But he looked strange.
“Why don't you eat it 7" Please, mum,
Billy's outside.” “Who is Billy ?”
“ Please, mum, Billy's my little brother.”
Do you see what he meant ? He was
enjoying the warmth, comfort, and now
going to enjoy his food, but the thought
of his own brother in the cold and wet
took all the relish away from him. There
are thousands around us who are our
brothers, our neighbors ; let us not pass
them by, but seek to bring them cheer
and salvation.

“1 wish my little boy would try to be
good all the time,"” said Bobby's mamma,
as she was rocking the little fellow to
sleep. “1 do,” replied Bobby. “But I
don’t think I am big enough to do very
well at it yet.”

At a school examination the inspector
asked a boy why the earth turned round
the sun on its own axis. The boy an-
swered, with great promptitude, * Be-
cause it doesn’'t want to get roasted too
much on one side."—Tid-Bits.

“Ah,” said one little girl to another,
“my ma gives me a penny every
morning for taking a spoonful of cod-
liver oil.” ““ And what do you buy with
the penny ?" eagerly asked the second
girl, in a tone not devoid of envy. “Oh"
was the reply, “1 do not spend it at all;
mamma puts it away for me every day
to buy more cod-liver oil with !"—New
Idea.

Sadle was eleven and Alice was seven,
At lunch Sadie said—

“1 wonder what part of an animal a
chop is. Is it a leg?"

“Of course not,” replled Alice, *it's
the jawbone. Haven't you ever heard of
animals licking their chops ?”
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Smiles

All Total Abstainers

who are interested in Life
Insurance should read the
Annual Report of

THE EQUITY LIFE
Assurance Company

This Report and the Presi-
dent’s brim

Pat: “Sure, I'd lay down me loife
for ye, Norah Norah : * But would yez
lay down a carpet for me, Patrick ?"

Man (in a hv V) .“I'II give you
five dollars to get me to the station in
three minutes,” Cabman (with provok-
ing slowness): * Well, sorr, you might
bribe me, but you can't bribe that horse.”

The Professor: * Humph! Dear me!
1 gave that young man two courses on the
cultivation of the memory and he's gone
away and forgotten to pay me, and I
can't for the life of me remember the
fellow's name.”

Mother “Were you good at the
party 7’ Six-Year-Old: *“ Yes Mother:
“You didn’'t ask twice for anything at
the table?” Six-Year-Old “No, 1
didn't. 1 asked once, and they didn’t help
me ; so I helped myself.” | M. Sutherland. President

Little Dot (to her doll) Now re Medical Building, Toronto

Address are

full of suggestions to total
abstainers.
fi
for a copy

Spead a cent
a postal card and ask
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2+ BELL
PIANOS AND ORGANS

Famous alike in Canada and abroad
for excellence of Tone, Touch, and
Construction. Every instrument wur
ranted. Made in Sizes and Deeigns
suitable for School, Church, Hall or

Home. Described in Free Catalogu:

No. 57.
ORCAN AND PIANO

e B E L ©0. LIMITED

GUELPH, ONT.
ALSO TORONT® AND MONTREAL

grow and the thunder is to—to—I guess
that's to scare little children into the
house so they won't get their feet wet.”

member, Dollie, the sun is to make us
warm and the rain is to make things

IMPORTANT
... BOORS...

A man dropped his wig on the street |
and a boy who was following close behind
the loser, picked it up and handed it to

him “Thanks, my boy,” sald the
owner of the wig, “you. are the first Worlhy of a place on the
genuine hair restorer I have ever seen.” |

little six-year-old boy was taken | Shelves of every young

on a journey from England to India, and
in India the brightness of the moon seems
specially to have struck the little fellow.
He wrote home to his aunt: * Here we
have a larger moon, and we keep it hetter
polished.”

person’s library

| Great Facts for Christian Living.
McLeod " $1 00

Rev., Geo. B

“ Ah, doctor, glad to meet you," said
Mr. Forsyte. * I wish you'd drop around
to the house at about nine this evening.”
“None of the children sick, I hope?”
“No, but they will be when they get back
from their grandmother’s, They're there
for supper.”

Net 075

‘ Quiet Talks on Power. S. 1. Gordon

|
| Quiet Talks on Prayer. 8.D. Gordon

P, Carnegie Simp

The Factof Christ.

son
A certain colored “ perfesse pre- :

sented himself not long ago for examina- | Manhood's Morning. Joseph Alfred

tion for a teacher's license. It was in Conwell . Net 100

one of the rural districts The first |

question in arithmetic was - “ How many | The Practice of Self-Culture. Hugh

kinds of fractions are there ?” T | Black R i 1 00

“ perfesser " replied in writing, as e

lows : “ There is two kinds of fractions ‘ The 9’“"““‘ and Young Men. Frank i
me above the line and one below.' Graves Cressey, Ph.D Net 135

Talks to Men About the Bible, and
the Christ of the Bible. R. A.
Torrey, D.I . Net 075

A Frenchman was teaching in a large
school where he had a reputation for
making some queer mistakes. One day
he had a class that was rather disorderly.
What with the heat and troublesome boys | Inter-Communion With God. Mar
he was very snappish. Having punished } shall P. Talling W, Net
several boys and sent one to the bot-
tom of the form, he at last shouted out
in passion : “Ze whole class go to ze

The Simple Life. Charles Wagner 100

By the same author

bottom.” The Better Way i 100
In an address at a church congress faat

(LU
aavRrel yatn Suv Dean Hois, Kpeaking | 7Y the Fireside : LK
of long written sermons, told the story | The Making of a Christian. John
of the visiting curate, preaching at a Maclean, Ph.D ; 0 50
neighboring church, who apologized to T Eh ibke Mabhori~ ]
the clerk for preaching so short a ser. | v Ui® Same autior
mon, the reason being that a dog got | Light for Daily Living 0 50
into his study and tore out several | Better Lives for Common People. 0 50
leaves. Whereupon the clerk gazed wist:
fully upon the minister, and asked, * Do | The Destiny of ToDay........ 0%
you think you could spare our parson | Real Salvation and Whole Hearted
o U | R. A. Torrey, D.D..Net 1 00

Service.

A school teachep having instructed a
pupil to purchase a grammar, the next
day received a note worded thus, from
the child's mother: “1I do not desire for
Lulu shall engage in grammar, as | pre-
fer her to engage in useful studies and
can learn her how to epoke and write
properly myself. I have went through
two grammars and I can't say as they
did me no good. 1 prefer her engage in
German and drawing and vocal music | ©
on the piano.” s

The Culture of S»mplncny Malcolm
. MeLend y e Net 1 00
POSTPAID

WILLIAM BRIGGS
29-33 Richmond St. West,
W. COATES, Montreal TORONTO

Net 075 |

DEPOSITS

THAT 4 .\\' BE MADE FOR 'NY
AMOUNT.
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THAT BEAR I
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i
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LOAN & SAVINGS COY,
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Studies . Apostolic
Church

The Second Uolume of the Epworth
League Bible Study Gourse

vorth League Topics Tor 1905 a cted
nize with the |lmsurr~ of this lmu}\ wnd
ded that both ehall be taken up together,

arly, #0 as to have the Text-Book ready
for the first of January.
PRICE LIST
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How To Make The League Go
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A sixteen page Catalogue of

Epworth League Supplies

has been prepared by the General Secretary

1t containg lists of books, leaflels, ete. for every de
partment, y he most complete
D torte of hetps lor Young People's Societies ever
published in Canada.

To “ make the League go'' it is necessary to keep its
wheels oiled with information in the forus of the latest
and best literature.

Thia Catalogue wil be malled free to any address in
Canada. Send for
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C. W, Coares, Montreal, 8. F, Huams, Halitax




