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POULTRY INDUSTRY ON THE PACIFIC COAST.

By M, A. Jlill.

IS rvpH-t hiH t>m>ii |>i'r|«nil wilh <lv olijivt >( dtniilmrimiig the riM<lrr with

IDHitlry ciHiililiiHi* nloii)) tha I'milli <'ii**t. Hv t i-iiiii|wriaiiii uf nivtliiidn (
iwl in ilitTiTriil wrtiiini ii( iIik ('im*I puiiiilrv, lli« ptiiillrvim-ii of llriliih r<iliintliiit

' Iwttar aliU tn a|>|>l.v iiittliiaU itil»|itiilil<' iti th* (MrtioiiUr Im'iility wlur* lh«v

• •ii||ii)(«l ill th<' li'i>iiH'«< i>( iHiiillrV'ke*
I 'U- Many v»liiitlil» Ivhwhih may )«•

I (roll) |ht> |K>uUryiiitiii of ('»li(i>i iim. Or«Ki>n, mul \VMbinKli>n. Tliv Imliiatry in

lutr* ii in niiiii' wivaiii'itl •!•)(• than in liritiuli Culuniliia. Thv |><i«iliilitivft in

\ ralaiiig Moni to haw hi'vn r«ali*v<l to a niiirli grvHtar citani, awl tlie •armrii

iiirr readily Uken ailvanl«||a of lli«ir opimrtiiniliM, What haa liean aocimipliilinl

r iilawn may lie iIihm in our own I'ruviiir*, timlar (ixli'lnit (iHnlilionn.

I* great neml at the praaant tiiii* ia to liriiig ilir farmar In a raaliaatinn of ht>

iiiiitimi. Wbera ihwa Iha farnior atanil? N ha making the lir>t of hi« oppiir-

»r What ia hia iiutI'Mik ? la he t|attiiig the largvat poaaihlv retiirna from hia

ml for hialalmur? ('an the return* \m iiiPri«aml, awl, at the aania time, ean

iililv omilition* )••> lirought alamt whirh tKnil for larger proltta in the future *

ir attention will l>r cantml chirtly upon the iniliiatry at I'etalunia, Olifornia :

rpgon Kupcrinieiit (Station, at Corvallia, Oregon ; Iha Wealarn Waahington

Diant Station, at I'uyallup, Waahiiiglon ; an<l oonditiona aa fiiunti in Hritiah

Ilia.

nny ami ilivarae are the element* which have gone iiitii the huililingup of thr

nut and remunerative induatry of laiultryraiain^. The eliniatie and other

ion* have a gradual variation fnim (.'alifornia to Hritiah ('otumhia, and yet, under

lie*ec<iiuliti<Mi*, wimeof which may truly tie *aid to lie advene, the|Hiultry induatry

id to pmgreaa. In many way* it ia dilfprent (mm any other induatry. rnitmtily

lire inile|iendent of the rlimate and Miil than fruit-growing or grain growing. A
of till- fruit Prop through friiat* or failure of growing crop* in lime of dniiik;lil

It iifceaaarily imply a diminiahed aiipply of egga, Kgga are mor< e<i>nonili ally

I'd than many other ataple foml pniduet*, and a poultry plant raiiuiiv* leaa lalamr

liuoat any other liraiich of farming.

CAUFOKNIA.

ia almoat imiKiaailile to ade<|uately diwrihe th.- poultry induatry o( tli>- grt-iittst

lire of the world, I'etalunia. No aerie* of plmtograph* ran allow it t u it i".

written article nan placf liefore the eya* of tlioae who linvi- nevri .mitMl tKal

of the country a pen picture of the induatiy ua it i» earrii"' n. The t«"
fowla kept in the Hetaluma iliMtriit are di*triliute<l over an area of alaiut

' a<|uare mile*. The amall valley* whicli iieatle among the rolling hill* arc in

Ivea amall poultry rvntre*. The configuration of the iHiuntry ia «uch that

-atively few fowl* mai l>" aean at any one time, (hic might well woniler why
Ilia, rather than any other particuUr place, ha* lieeome ai> (amou* a* a |a>tu!ry



Viv* (•—la Naar t^llfarala. slMwiaB tk» rtlvat «f tM paaltrr la^aMrr m
P»«ataaMi, wk«r« tkvv* ar* svvr •«•• ailllliia k«a« ntii* Hlaa Brala lata auM,

caiitni. It haa not rooir liy iliMics, tlioiiKh tlii-rv art- ntlicr |Mirli of ('•lidiriim, nuili i"

SuvraniMil^i •ml San Jii«i|iiiii Vallr.VK. wlijili arv ailniirnlily atlaplril (or the kiw|iiiiki if

(Miultry in largo nuinlivra. Tlirw itii; (ant romiiig into |iioniin«iicr an |K>ultry rai«iii|(

Mctiona. Tlio vallvy* of California that arv iilirltor«il liy tin- muuiitaiua aiHl li.nf

tranaportatiun faoilitir* ar« <l«velo|iing rafticlly. I'alalunia, in Smioma County, a >->iy

of 7,U0)) inhabitantii, ia mtuatwl a>N>iit forty niilw north uf f*n KranuiM'o, ami ia alNun

twt-nty or thirty milvt inlami frura tli« ri«>t. It lira un an inirt of the l<ny of >iiii

Kranolaeo, anil ia Ihua eonntH'tail with thv market liy walrranil rail. Ita irana|a>rlnii"ii

(acilitiaa have Inrn an ini|i<irtant fartur in thr development of the iniluatry. It ia foimil

that I'ataluina, Santa KiMa, Healil»liur|i, Clovmlale, ami other amaller towna in Sonoina

(.'ounty aupply San Kranfioco with alxnit one-half of her annual re«'ipta of r^.-.

I'etbluoia aliHie aeiit out laat year *,liW,4HI ilozen egga ami I'iil.ODI ilmen fowla. Ii ">

a city whirh ha« li«en huill hy the hen, ami ita future ilepemla upon thi^t common (<'"!.

Statiatica ahow that tha heiia of Petaluma conwrt from the raw material! the nm li

ilemaiHlnl flniahed product, the egg, at the rate of $457 worth per hour, for ten houi > <i

day, for 3HS daya in the year. Thia ia the reault of a gratlual proceaa of davelopnii i.

It might be inlealing <» note that poultry-raiaing haa taken the place of potalo-raiau i;,

which, in turn, took the place of wheat-growing, one of the Hrut occupation! of ' <•



T

lll»f« In < •lif.H'nta. Al prmmtt lh«ra )• »•• tniit<«tt<in thai IhU inilaMry to

{, Th» '••lUiwInv HiiiirM at\m ihv niiitrl. fimii |'.'|h|iiiu« (r<>ni Itn*!) >•> V.i"t.

iiti th* Itilal iiriilurii.iti. III iliMa (tgurm mu>t Iw •iliU.I ili.- rgg. i hw
(. ami Iha *Ki(a kMi <ilh»r piHtUry |in«lii'^ "•».| Inr hiim* r<Hi«im|>iiiMi

*••' »««. I** hwhrt, IkK,

'*« 3,*lT,»3.1 m.!M'» .i,4i«.:»ii .lii.iftm
"••*

• (trr.twi ;w,.wj
•*•" •i,:wi,:yi ;in,M,-w
"•' i.*'U.i»m v.>.m*j
'*»" A,%H,mH M.I.1H
•W*

, T.I.VI.MI l'JII,ll|fl

m thin il iiMy Iw mwii llmi iha |iHli»lry !• r«'t>l»liiK KtMler •lliHillon, • lit

lh« diunlry la twing rniliiwit u nn.vr l»-(iir<-.

l'irT«i.i'«i4 KiHi Km'H;»n<>»:

rut 11 »iii/«liiHi •nimiK ih* imoliirpra sihI h ayalrm iMt»|ilM| (nr nrflliin •iw*
n ••nnnirnKfnwnl to miito aitrfliil HwlliiaU. Tlitri' hs> liwii mUliliahml an Kku
:« tMaxI fill tli» i-iMiiMTaliVP ayali-iii. t'lin |iriKliii vra il<'li\iT Itinr igKa In lliv

;.., when, llwy arr ramllril ami ||r«ilc<l. Of llir liial pnalu't i.l IVtaluma, .miy

'• *•—A mwutlmm ami*. Na. 1 ama anat wrick I n.« aaa.

n
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a portion in handled through the Kxchange. Thii leemii rather peculiar, iiiin

price* paid by the Exchange are cnnaiilanbly ahove other quotationa. It pointH i

fact " that {armern am pmlwhiy the moat dilticiilt clan of men to engage in nn

operatira undertaking. " The Kgg Kxchange, however, ii meeting with continued iii'

and in extending itH (iperationa. Attheprewnt time it hanillea eggs only, thou.

hopea in the near future to purchase fuodstuffii and sell them to the produocra at red

rates. The eggs receive<l from the priKluecra are gradol into three grades—Nim.
and X All eggn {laaKing into No. I grade must he spotlessly clean, and weigh lj| <iu

ThiH makes one dozen weigh 22 ounces. No. 2 grade are smaller eggs, while No. :

culls and cracked eggs and are used locally. The difference in price lietweeii iir

No. 1 and No. 2 varies (•(msidcrahly from 5 rents to 20 cents a dozen. The in. ,,!:.

price for all aggs, including the washed onex, in I9IM), was 27i{ eentx.

One only neeiln to watrh the steady growth of the pfciltry industry at I'etaluiu.i t.,

realise the important of co-o|>eration in the selling of ihe produce from the HimUs. I'hv

system eHtal>li>he<l at the Kgg Kxchange in ImiswI upon practical foots rather llinn m|>.ii

theory. Thirty-two yeara ago there was practically no poultry in or around I'ptaliirpia.

In the early history of the industry there was no co-operative system ; the iM)ult i \ imii

sold their eggs anil fowls to the " middlemen." Many of these middlemen represintnl

}eed companies and commission houses. When dealing with the grain houm-s iIk

the

rti-

i| It

are

Wlm. 3,—^The colonjr aystem of kaaalnc aa uard In the vMlIer* of Callii>rBU.
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my often eharget] the pouUrymen t<>p prices, in return for which he generally

'(I the lowest market quotations for hin eggs. The eggn were not i«nHIe<l or graded

way, being forwarded through the buying agents direct to tlie mnrkets in Snn
i«eo, L<is Angeles, an<l other planex. Now, however, different conditions prevail.

>altrymen are beginning to realise the advantages of improved market conditions

.

xchange, which has lieen in practical operation almut two yearH, provides the

ymen with the special market atlvantagcs and is a great ciluoational factor.

I>ly its value as an educational institution is as great as its value fnini a monetary
mint. It teaches the producer the necessity of sen<ling the eggs to the consumer
r-csh % state as posHJlile, and it teaches the consumer the ditfereme in quality

pn a good and a bad egg. The pnslucer stsin realises the Iwnetits derived through

iig impnivcd methods. He receives top prices for his eggs, which have l)een

<l and graded, and sent to the market in a strictly fresh condition. He realises

lie egg is at its liest when laid, and that its value <lecrcases while liciiig helil until

ent. He realises tliat eggs shippe<l in clean cases, tittetl with clean tillers, command
nt prices. It represents ijuality, and the higher the price alsive the average, the
r are the protits. Finally, the pro<luccr realises that the consumer in anxious to

his pnsluct if he will deliver it in the best possible condition.

>-operation, when properly applie<l, eliminates the inllucnce as well as the excessive

i of the " middleman." It brings the producer and consumer together, and places

sine** of poultry-keeping upon a stable basis.

A Specialised iMursTRr.

lultry-raising in California, and more particularly in ^noma County, is developing

speoialised industry. The industry has attained such magnitude that poultrymen

ding it necessary to devote their entire time to one line only of poultry-raising,

ind that better results may be obtained. Large hatcheries are in operation, while

engage in the brooding of the chicks, an<I soma of the poultrymen keep only the

and breeding stock. This course of development is only natural, and we may
to lee it taken up in other part*.

OREGON.

>nsiderable attention is being given to the development of the poultry industry in

1. Educational and experimental work is lieing carried on by the Poultry Division

Oregon Agricultural College, and much is being accomplished. In HuUetin No.
"he Poultry Industry in Oregon," Professor Dryden says :

" The poultry inilustry

gon is an important one. To show how the poultry business has been growing in

late, I quote the following from the census reports for three decades :—

1879 1,654,738 dozens of eggs.

1888 4,4.'i3,9;«

1899 7,709,970

The importance of the industry would be better realised if prmltry-keeping were
bandoned, and this sum of money sent out of the State for poultry and eggs."

e in British Columbia are in a position to appreciate the signiticance of the lost

ent. There is sent out of this Province annually over two and a quarter million

for eggs and other poultry produce. Insteail of importing, we sliouhl be
ing.

>

i
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Contipoing, ProfaMor Uryden wyi : "The imiuatry is therefore an inipuiMin
one in this 8ute, and when it is considered that these results are secured without iii\

partieular effort to get the bust possible returns from the poultry, they are remark.. i<lc.

No other branch of agriculture prol>a)>ly has been more neglected than this, and hiilc

has been done in a systematic way to increase the production of the flock en the avi 1,1^;,.

farm. This is shown by the fact that the hens of Oregon were credit«l liy the iriHua

with an average of only 72 sggs per hen, when it is possible to nearly double that \ idil

by better methods and better breeding.

"The market conditions are favourable for increased production of poultry and .
i.'i:«

in this State. In few nectiims of the country arc the prices of poultry lietter than Uii.\

are in Oregon, and on the Pacific Coast generally. That the markets here are Ik itn

than in other sections of the country is shown by the fact that large (|uaiiiities of ixu'

and poultry are imported from the Middle West States. Figuring on a basis of 7."i .an
of 3I),0U) cases, at 45 cents a dozen, there was sent out of the SUte in 1907, for .tx-v

$235,0(10. The best information obtained indicates that the importations of dr> •.-.(!

poultry reached a value of from $7.5,000 to 9100,000 last year. The State mort- m-.nU
meets the demand for poultry than for eggs. But the local supply has nut lieeti k«|.inu

pace with the demand for poultry. The demand for hoth p<iultry and eggs liax li....|i

increasing faster than the supply, and there is no danger of overpnxluction. Tli..

*"•«• *•—Frolt mad vsaltrx mtmr *• eoaibUeil witk pral' ta both.
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tru*. Not only i« there goo<l market in Oregon for eggs and poultry, hut

) alio guoci market* in neighbouring State*. K . thit are quotixl in I'ortlanil

it« are quoted in Seattle at 48 centK, and in Nan KranL-iwo at .V) lentn. (Jur

,
therefore, will be governed largely l>y thcwe to the north and nouth of un.

*' Thc riimlHII,ITIE8.

tiat there ii room for great development in the poultry i.iilu«try in thin State will

•ent from a Btudy of the conditionn of the induatry and of the miirketH in « )n>gi>n

I'acitio State*. There i« a large and Htable market right at home, with the

increaaing faxter than the supply. Thin i* shown by tlit^ increaxe in price*

liaat few years, and by th* increase in impurtation* of eggs and p<ii. ly

er SUte*. There ia but little doubt that the farmer* could duuble their Hmka
ry and double the output of p<iultry product* without wriounly, if iit all,

the price*,"

WASHINCTON.

poultry industry iiiCalifnrnia and Oregon bus U'cn progressing rapidly iluring

two years, and more recently iiinrnsfd interest in iMiultryruising has li«.n

liroughout Washington. The prevailing conditions which affect the |s>ultry

in this State are of much the snnie nature as found in Oregon ; also Ilii-

(if poultry-keeping is spreading from along the coast-line into the interior of

. Oregon i* doing a jireut deal of investigation in poultry problems at the

cut Station at (.'orvallis, while Washingtun is engaged in similar work nt

), There is a well<ci|Uipped I'oultiy Department at the Western Washington
cnt Station, with Mr. H. h. iilanchard in charge. Thc Department is working

lems of a practical nature, the results of which will l)e of great IsMicHt to tlie

A great deal of work along educational lines is also taken up. At the

ent Station the fowls for the first year aie Iwing kept as on the ordinary

Tie idea i* to learn just what profit* may lie ex|>eoted from the Hwk under

circumstances. Kventually, experimental work will l>e undertalren.

large cities in Washington afford excellent markets for all prisluce, and price*

e are usually good. There i* no proliability of the industry lieing overdone,

lier of fowls on the farms is incieasing, and conditions are improving at the

inie. Washington imports large shi|imenta of eggs and other produce from the

itate*, as well as from the South. As conditions improve, the poultrynien of

ibouring State will realise increased profits, and the supply will more nearly

constant and increasing demand.

BRITISH COLUMBIA.

total numlier of hen* and chickens in the Dominion of Canada in 1891, accord-

e oenms. was 12,696,701, a* against 16,562,084, of which 236,.'M)5 were pure-

ISm. Ths ducks, gee*e, turkey*, and other fowl* numbered 1,488,401 in 1891,

,360,574 in 1901. The decrease wa* in geeae, ducks, and other fowl ; turkeys

1 rather over 100,000 in the ten years. Of the total number of hen* and chicks

14,851,347 were kept on farm*, and of these 177,878 were pure-bred. The
;
table shows the value of poultry and egg* produceil in the ilifferent Provinces
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OnUrid W,7.W,2ai
Quebec •i,no',:tiO

Nov» Soot is

.

New RruiMwiok .

Mnnitiilut

Hritiah (j'oliinitiiii

The Territorien.

.

MA, Km
37a,74.^

420 »29
.tM,H4N

I'liultr.v.

. «3,ir>,i«Mi

. l,l«Mi..'<U

213,211)

417,.'W«1

aw,: 1

7

226.37tl

•I0.2M6,H2M |l.'i,720,7Ul)

Fmm the a)ii>vo it will he aecn thiit of CnnwU'ii total vahic nf (iIH.OiT.'im; ..f

poultry prodiictx in IWH, Rritlxh Columhia prudiictMl ng^K ami poultry to the \.i: i.- .,f

9630,340. But coiiilitionH have t'han);eil ainue that time.

The average numl>er i>' {Hiultry kept on the (.'aiiailian farm iu llMtl wan .'H -.'I ml
the avenixe iiumhtT of ej^gs priMluctil wan l.V.l.tWl dozen, making an average imli >IimI

product per hen of .I.A") dozen, or 03 t-ggH. The average niiniln-r of (Hiultry |mt fiirm in

the diflerent I'rovinceM in litOI wan aH followx :

—

Ontario ."MMKt
I'rinee Edward Island 43 24
Rritixh Oolumliia 43 22
Manitolia .34 .")<»

The Territories 22 .VJ

yueliec 22 ,
4!l

New Rrunxwick 1 N . 7ri

Nova (Scotia 14.(10

FIb. n^^There are thonuinila of mere* of iiartially-plearril land
Colombia well-adapted for ponltrj'-ralsInK,

BriiM
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UM) FRICKM, \m».

UrltV

VKH :

m
41)

m.7A
I

w

rrttl t^lflT*- •

'
,

-l^

.'iO-76 45
4<l M)

* 4i 1

.1} 40
JU3S

40
jo.:is

38 36 36.40-

46

:» 3t 36

40.46 46 60

i
6 1

f s

46 «l
36 36

30.40- 30.40-

60 6U

S6 40

66 66
311 V.

no
36

60
.16

M)
40

H6
3.'i

KXIHTIS'I CoSIHTION.H AMI Si (lliKSTKD IMPROVEMENTS.

Maniiiitmrnl. -More ami more it ii t>#ii!g clemoimtnted thai «xj)erii'iiie in

I
J raining in necumuiry iK^i-miHe of the dctaili of thf l)ii»imB«. Moro ertiiimt

CI iiient id eiwntial. While we have a fi'w |Miiiltiyiuen who are making ymxl

". there are alwi n niimlier who are making an ahmilute failure Thoii»nii<l» of

.. Iiave litBii lost liy liegiiiiiern. ileuerally i]ieakii>^.'. greater ,are ami lielter

III lit nhonhl Ih! exeri'ixeil tiy tlioiie who Mart in the |j<iultry hiiHiiieu.

1

FIk, a—IntrniiUe Poultrr-fceeplnc on red fjjind.

I

S

!"»
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2. Brrttt:—Unn farmi throughout the Prcivince nhnuM h«vc fltiokii. Tlie iiiinWr

iif fiiwU iin » farm nhoulil Iw grMtly iiier«M«d. Th* i|u»IHy uf the Uying itiick mu>i

tie improved. What are the I'ompArative returns of an NA-fgg hen and a IAO.i>|i. hen,

when it oonti practically as much to keep cine a* the other ?

3. JloHMM. -Why in Ml much mcmey needlvnaly sip«iid«<l in cnatly liuil'lingi'

Mure mliiifaotiiry results may be olitainril from omveninnt, inexpensive hi>us««, »liiih

are sdaplrti tii supply the fowl* with fresh air nt all times and yet kerp ihfni

eumfortalile.

4. AVsrf*.—With our high-priced fse<ls, the mitin objeot is tu eoinomizr. I' tlii'

piiultryman justitiei) in i 'ding the mure ex|ivnsive prailea when lower gratlm mv ju.t

as giMxl fur egg pniiluetion T Are <iur fowls suppliuil with enough green fisid ? Kkin iw

is one of the most important considerations in the production of eggs, and this la juit

what many of our hens do not get.

A. i/dWrfx. —Our Urge importations and variations in f|Uotations on local |M<><lur>

is suggestive that marketing nonilitions neeil inipniving. Kggs and ilrcssetl |l<llllll^ sre

often sent to market in a most unsatisfactory manner, resulting in Icsw of money in llir

producer. The wastes of the pr ^Jnt system of marketing must be elinimattd.

Co-operation is th* keynote to the situation.

Succaat in poultry-ktaping largely dapendt upon the careful and efficient

attention to detail ; while the industry is being developed we ehould make

better uee of what we have.

TICTOBIA. B. C.

;

Prtnled bj Richssd WoLrixiiiN, I.8.O., V.D.. Prlntrr to the Kini's Most Excellent Mujixiy.
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