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WE SPEAK CONOEBNING OHRIST AND THE CHUROH.

A MONTHLY PAMPHLET OF FACTS, NOTES, AND INSTRUCTION.

o, VIII

JANUARY 108,

No; ﬁl—l.

“The Communion of the Church of En 8ﬁland, as it stands distinguished f-om all

Papal and Puritan innovations, and as it
THE WILL OF BisHoP KEN, A. D. 1710

heres to the doctrine of the cross.”—fFROM

NEW YEAR'S HYMN,

BENEATH the moonlight and the snow
Lies dead my latest year;

The winter winds are wailing low
Its dirges in my ear.

I grieve not with the moaning wind,
As if a loss befell 5

Before me, even as behind,
Gop is and all is well !

His light shines on me from above,
' His low voice speaks within—
The patience of immortal love
Outwearying mortal sin.

Not mindless of the growing years
Of care and loss and pain,
My eyes are wet with thankful tears
For blessings which remain.

Be near me in mine hours of need,

To soothe, to cheer, or warm
And down these slopes of sunset lead

As up the hills of moin !

—F G. Whittier,

. e -

THE OLD YEAR AND THE
NEW.

THE new year may be the same

and yet another. It may be the
same in its manner of living, its
broken Tesolves, its failures; or it
may be another in its more worthy
living and aspiration. With too
many, passing from one to another
is like crossing the equator. It is
little more than passing an imagin-
ary line, with no reformation, no
new experience, no improvement
orchange of any sort. ‘They wish,
and are wished in turn, a happy
new year ; but they are not happier,
save for the moment; nor more
hopeful, nor more true and stead-
fast to the real purposes of life.
The same sunshines in 1884 as in
1883 on the evil and on the good;
but the evil are not necessarily any
better, make no better use of Gop’s
gifts. Andifnot better, then worse,
The new year is old in old habits,
hearts, characters, in unsatisfactory
and unworthy lives. It is the old
story ovey again, only the worse for
the repetition. The wheel has made
another revolution, and yet made
no real progress ; it is rather a pro-
gress backwards.

To all, then, who have entered on
the new year it is pertinent to ask,
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“What is the new year to me?
New in what object or purpose? in-
what more faithful work or greater
fidelity to obliga.tiqns, ? Am I being

carried forward in righteous living.
and striving? Am I drawing near-,
er the goal of .duty and perfection.

In what respect will my life be.
more satisfactory to myself, more
beneficial to others, or more pleas-
ing to Gop? How will the new
year be freighted with more cheer-
ful and. unselfish burdens, with
more helpful tasks and charities?
What sweeter perfumie of love and
sacrifice, of devotion and piety, will
be the issue of it?” To those to
whom the year brings this increasing
good it is a new year indeed. The
flower which budded yesterday and
blooms to-day may well rejoice in
passing from one day to another.
The stream which becomes purer
as it flows may well rejoice n its
progress towards the sea. And what
of that human hife which, asthe years
roll on, is gathering toitself an added
purity and beauty? Each new
year is happy ; each new year is
happier. Itis the joyofa traveller
who knows that in crossing each
meridian he is drawing nearer home.
Itis the joy of those saintly and faith-
ful ones who, whiie they might have
sought the country from whence
they came out, sought a better
country ; thatis an heavenly. No
greater joy can we wish the reader
than this. The year that is worse
may well be gone. The year that
is better may . well b welcomed.
Time is nothing save as it yields
richer fruit. The years will quickly
fly, and only signify as thc y accumu-
late that golden harvest which brings
happiness in this life, and fruition in
the next.

CHURCH LIFE.

DoCTRINAL purity is the core of
sound prosperity. Men must be
instructed, not merely roused;
made to think as well as to feel.

Look around. Where are the
strongest and best Churches?
Where there is a due admixture of
doctrinal teaching—Where Christ
crucified is held up asthe stronghold.
You cannot have noble, Christian
sentiments and ideas ; nor a healthy
muscular  Christianity, without
strong meat. “I find the word

Jaith,” says a preacher, “occurs of-
tener in the Bible than any eother
word, except the name of Gop ; and
[ ask myself, Is it so in my preach-
ing?” Ifthe pulpit were more pro-
nounced in its utterances of the
truth as it is in Jesus—more intent
upon fidelity than novelty—there
would be more stability in the pew.

This faith is an active, operative
principle, not a mere bundle of op-
inions—not a cold assent to an or-
thodox creed. It is spirit and it is
hfe. When the “doctrine which is
according to godliness” takes cap-
tive the heart, it permeates the whole
man. Its working is to make him
sound all over—give him a new
cast of character. You don’t see
leprous spots on a healthy man, nor
foul blotches on the flourishing
Christian ; nor festering corruption
in a prosperous church. The im-
pure leaven must be purged out to
prepare the way for the Spirit’s out-
pouring.

The purer the atmosphere that
pervades the Church, the more
healthful and thriving its life will be.
Its creeds find the best commentary
in the lives of its members. J7
the world yet not ¢f the world, In
mart of business conducted on
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Christian principles. Place them
with Lot in Sodom, you cannot
Sodomize them. Their patriotism
and their principles are not in the
market. Courteous and obliging,
they take kindly to you; their
hearts go out for you, willing to
yield everything but conscience.
A church composed of such mem-
bers, sound in doctrine and pure in
life, has in it the elements of a
healthy, vigorous growth, and can-
not fail to stamp its impress upon
the ages.— Clristian at Work.

EPIPHANY.

It belongs to the calling of a Church
of Christ to preach the Gospel, not only
in Christendom, but to all mankind, for
the purpose of leading men to their
Saviour.— 0ld Motto Spirit of Massions.

This old mot*n strikes the key-
note of the season. Well-nigh nine-
teen centuries have rolled into the
past since the wise men brought
gold, frankincense, and myrrh, and
laid them at the feet of Him who
has just risen as the “Sun of Right-
eousness with healing in His wings.”
Now, as then, there are thousands
upon thousands, nay, millions upon
millions, of human beings who,in
the figurative language of Holy
Scripture, are “situing in darkness
and the shadow of death,” And
yet “Gop so loved the world that
Hegave His only begotten Son
that the world through Him might
be saved,”

Without an audible question be-
ing asked why this is so, the answer
comes to mind ; This is because of
man’s fault. Gobp has blessed us
abundantly, not only in that visible
success which has come in answer
to the prayers and labors of the
givers and workers of a generation,
br:i also in that He has brought be-
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fore us enlarged opportunities for
Christian work with such plain indi-
cations that there is no difficulty in
“assuredly gathering that the Lord
has called us for to preach the Gos-
pel unto them” also. Thus, as
when the Apostle wrote, He permits
us to be “ambassaders for Christ,
and workers together with Him.”
——t e
CHRISTIANS - LIGHT:
BEARERS.

Mi1GuT not all who profess and call
themselves Chistians ask if their
lives had been like lights set upon
a hill ; if the world could see -that
religion purified their hearts and re-
gulated their conduct; if they a-
voided temptation and sin. and
sought after holiness ? If, upon
examination, they found themseives
careless and indifferent; if love
was cold, if not dead, in their hearts;
if they threw off the restraints of
religion and of the Church, could
they wonder at the wantof interest
of their friends and neighbors? If
the green tree bore such fruit, what
could be expected of the -dry ; if
Gop was not served in Israel,
would it be surpising if He was
blasphemed in Edom? Could
there be any hope that for such an
example and such infiuence they
would not be held responsible? As
1 man soweth, so shall he reap,
Evil communications corrupt good
manners ; 1t is a law of nature and
reason as well as of Gob.

e el e

AGGRESSIVE RELIGION.

PR

“True religion is essentially
aggressive.” It would, fain “com-
pel” all to come into Gop’s house.
It “earnestly contends for the
faith”” It abhors indifferentism,
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behevm;:> tha.u its true source is not
faith and charity, but the very con-
trary of these, lukewarmness and
ta¢it infidelity. Toleration of error
on the part of the Church would
render ubeless Gop's revelation of
truth, would make Gobp the abettor
of error, would either destroy the
Church as a Society of believers, or
contract’ the divine order which
establishes ‘it as the way of Salva-
tion.

What then are the means of con-|
quering the world of unbelief?
What the weapons to be used?
What the mode of contending for
the faith?

The Church as such uses only
spiritual weapons—the earnestness
of entreaty, the force of prayer, the
terrors-of conscience, the powers
of 'the Gospel.

There is a weapon, ready to the
hand of every faithful soul, to attack
the stronghold of Satan and help
conquer the world for Christ. It
is the weapon of Love.

There is a power’ with which
every béliever' is endowcd, the
power of EXAMPLE, most potent to
draw ‘Others to: the fcet of the’
Savicur. Let’ us' mémbers of the
Church of Christ, let the light of
our love, our f.nth our holy lives
shiné ‘before the wmld and our
witness will not be 'in vain. Let
us be zealous 'for our Master, but
let our zeal bé shown in our obed-

1ence to* His ' word and will.
RN .._L-.1m-.-—--

KNEEL[NG AT PRAYER.
It has riot only plaln Scriptural
authonty, but may be said to have
its origin‘in the natural feeling of a
reverent ‘heart. . 'When " one ap-
proachies “the Majesty of the Great
ng" Teason - tells” us' that our

WORK

posmon should be a humble one,
that as suppliants we may be heard
and answered. “O come let us
worship,” says the Psalmist, “and
fall down and kneel before the
Lord our Maker. For He is the
Lord our Gop, and we are the
people of His pasture and the
sheep of His hand.” At the dedi-
cation of the Temple Solomon
“kneeled down upon his knees
before all the congregation of
Israel.” At the re-building Ezra
“fell upon his kress.” ¢ Daniel
kneeled upon hjs knees three times
a day.” Our blessed Lord Himself
in His agony “kneeled down and
prayed.” The first Martyr St
Stephen, St. Peter and St. Paul also
knelt in prayer. In harmony with
these examples, we find kneeling
to Have been, in early Christian
times ‘the most common and
ordinary posture of devotion.”

The eighteenth Canon of A.D.
1604 dirccts all to “reverently
kncel upon their knees when the
general confession, litany and other
prayers areread, * * * testi-
fying by these outward ceremonies
and gectures their inward humility.’

EP]PHA N Y

The Eastern Church of old com-
memorated our Lord’s Nativity
and that of his Baptism, by the
self same celebration on the Feast
of the Epiphany, as representing
the first or natural birth of our
Lord, and that which is figurative
of our own second birth, our Lord’s
Baptism in the river Jordan.

A very early tradition has con-
nected this Festival with the com-
memoration of our Lord’s Baptism.
Hence this Feast was also called
the Day of Light, and in the
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Eastern Church was one of the
three solemn Festivals at which the
Sacrament of Baptism was admin-
istered. .

In the Western Church the
Festival has always commemorated
the guiding of the Magi to Christ
by the miraculous appearance of a
star in the heavens.

Other circumstances of our
Lord’s early ministry have been
connected with the Epiphany.

The miraculous guidance can
only beaccepted as the plain state-
ment of which Scripture has pre-
sented to us the record. What it
was we know rot; whether it will
return with a periodicity connected
with Man’s spiritual hopes we know
not. The occurrence of such a
marvel can hardly be called a diffi-
culty, when the whole of our rcli-
gion has been established by events
that are altogether beyond the ordi-
nary powers of nature to bring
about. We can only accept the
account with reverence.

v e - e -
THE CHURCH A DIVINE
BODY.

THE Church Advocate, of Indiana-
polis, gives an excellent statement
of the Divine origin of the Church:
“It is a maxim of political science
that the only way to preserve a
principle or 1dea is to embody it in
aninstitution. Liberty, for example,
does notspring from nor is it insur-
edby the Declaration of Indepen-
dence; it is only safe when it is
enshrined in living institutions.

“This law holds true in all the
deparuments of life and nowhere is
it so emphatically true as in religion.
The great Dr. Johnson says, in his
life of Milton: “To be of mno
church is dangerous, Religion, of

which the rewards are distant, and
which is animated by faith and hope,
will glide by degrees qut of the
mind, unless it be  reinvigorated
reimpressed by external ardinances,
by stated call to worship, and by
the salutary influence of example.”

“Now, Jesus Christ came to earth,
let us suppose as many do, to estab-
lish nothing but a sentiment ot an
idea. He knew our nature because
Hehad it ; this being so, is. it tikely
that He would be willing to leave
that idea to struggle for recognition
among men enforced. simply by
His three years’ preaching, which
had been heard by a mere handful
of people. ?

“It seems too plain for argument
that if Christ wished His principle
to be a power in the world, the
first thing He would dowould be
to organize an institution to embody
that principle, and by its life and
work to spead it over the world and
force it in upon the human mind.
We believe He did organize such

ap institution—His Church.”
——— - —

HOLD UP YOUR RECTOR'S
HANDS. . |

Do not fill his hands with heavy
burdens by letting him haye all the
activities of the church, secular and
spiritual left to his efforts to push
forward. The very best way to
help the rector is to see that every-
thing not belonging to his office
shall be attended to without. his
having to worry about the ways and
means. . His time should be free to
attend to his highest work and his
hand unencumbered to help others.
Now at the beginning of the yeas,
make it clearto the rector that he
may feel free to concentrate his
strength and occupv his time in
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devotional work. Thelayman who
assumes the financial cares for 3
Church takes a fetter off the hands
of the clergy, and leaves them to do
their highet duties without previous
exhaustion’ in semi-secular Occupa-
tions.” Not only ought the hands
to be relievéd of under weight but
actually upheld. Prayerful men
are ¢ommonly warm-hearted and
in need of sympathy. Even though
by nature aman is cold and repel-
lant, yet in prayer he gets softened
dnd becomeés weary 'in  proportion
as he intercedes for his people.
Nomatter how ‘self-contained the
reétor, he who has to bear another’s
burdefis ‘must need constant sup-
port. :

Never then let him stand alone.

If the laity stand apart from their

clergyman, it will inevitabiy be to

chticize him under the pressure of

Burdens which' they have shirked.

‘If theylend a hand and get to know
the “weight of his yoke, it stops the
flippant’ fault-finding which is so

'hard fot ' the jaded worker to bear.
"Bearing thé cross together as yoke-
fellows makes it easy.- T
e e it

. PROFANITY.

* PROFANITY in achild isa terrible
thing. - We encountered 4 lad sonie
six or eight years old on the street
thé other day who was swearing
terribly at a companion. * Where
he had learned to profane the name
of the Deity we do not know ; but
if he has parents—a mother who
loves him, and a father ‘who' cher-
ishes great hopes for his future—we
pity him. Their boy can never be
anything else 'than a clirse dnd a
‘shame a¥’ lofig hs' his lips ‘utter
‘blasphtmies. THe - swearer, how-
‘ever proud-or' elegant' he may be,

however elevated his social position,
has nothing of the true gentleman
in his natnre, and the halo of divi-
nity will never consecrate his
achievement.

Let no one indulge profanity, in
the hope to acquire an appearance
of manliness, for the good and the
true will regard him as a bolt on
Gobp’s beautiful earth, and will shun
him as a pestilence. Wherever he
may walk the flowers w.ll wither
under his tread, and his memory
will be in the heart of men a bitter

thing forever.
— e = — ol - - -

THE CATHOLIC CHURCE.

Ir the question were asked inany
day or Sunday school throughout
the kingdom, “What is the meaning
of the word Catholic ?” no doubt
there would bea response by a
chorus of voices,*“Universal!” “Gen-
eral " “Allover theworld!” Andin
church on Sunday you will hear the
congregations joining in saying that
they believe in the Catholic
Church;” but if you meet any of
them during the week and hear
them speak of the Catholic Church,
and you ask them what Church
they mean, you will have no diffi-
culty in learning that, they mean
the Romish Church. If youfurther
ask them if that is the Church in
which they expressed their belief,in
the words of the Creed on Sunday

last, they will tell you it isnot. You

will have some difficulty in many
cases in ascertaining what, if any,
meaning was attached to the words,
“I believe in the Holy Catholic
Church.” It is simpl, astonishing

‘to think of the loose and senseless

way in which tmany most important
historical, theological, and' eccles-
iastical words are used, and the little
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trouble that is taken to fix to them
their historical meaning, or indeed
any definite meaning at all. Even
the Zimes, in one of its leaders the
other day, referred to the Church
of Rome as the Catholic Church.
And yet it is not unlikely that
the writer, if a Churchman, on the
Sunday preceding his writing this
article stood up in church and
expressed his solemn belief in the
Catholic Church; but if so, in all
probability he did not mean the
Roman Church.

Now, to describe the Roman
Church as Catholic is to concede
to her a monopoly of the title
Catholic, ignoring at once the
claims of the Greek Church, our
own National Church, and all.other
historical National Churches to par-
ticipate in that designation. Fur
ther, it is describing the particular
with the universal, when we speak
of the Church of Rome as the
Catholic Church. How can the
Church of Rome be locally Roman
and universally Catholic at the same
time ? She may be, and is, a branch
of the Catholic Church, though an
erring one ; she is not #4¢ Catholic
Church, and it is wrong and mis-
leading so to describe her.—
Church Bells.

———E e

THE S. S. Zimes says that an
English Egyptologist has called at-
tention to the fact thatin the an-
cient hieroglyphics “iove” was re-
presented by the figure of a “hoe.”
Love will prompt a man to dig. He
will dig cheerfully for love‘s sake.
And again, it 15suggested that the
Latin word for “ worship” is “cul-
tus,” from the same root as that

for “plough.” Worship involves
work,

prophets and teachers. ., .,

IHE LITURGY.

The primitive name for, “the
Order of the Administration of the
Lord’s Supper or Holy .Commun-
ion” was the Liturgy; a, word
derived from the Greek,, and used

‘to_denote (1) any public service,

religious or secular, (2) the minis-
try of the Levites, (3) the ministra-
tions of the Jewish Priesthood, and
(4) the ministrations of Christian
In Ecclesiastical writgrs the ward
Iaturgy is used for any sacred func-
tion, and, n, -a,special anpd, sinct
sense foc the Eucharistic Office.
Thus we speak of .the. Lityrgies of
Antioch and Jerusalem (or. St.
James’) ; Ceesarea, (or St. Basi)'s) ;
Constantinople (or , St,, .Chrisos-
tom’s) ; Alexandna (or. St. Mark’s
and St. Cyril's; Ephesus, Rome,
Milan (or St. Ambrose’s); Africa
(same as Rome), Gallicap, Span
(or Mozarabic.) These Primitive
Liturgies, now _extant, were. the
services. used in .celebrating, the
Lord’s Supper in the Churches, of
Antioch, &c. . . ... .
Hence naturally arose the use of
the word Liturgy to .designate the
Form employed by the Church in
celebrating that Office which used
to be called the Mass, and which
we now call the Lord s Supper or
Holy Communion, ang the, Eastern
Church, the Divine or. Mystical
Liturgy. . i
In the present da)s.)tb‘e,,yvqr;d
Eiturgy, as commonly. .used, -is
synonimous with the. term, Bogk of
Ca)””loﬂ ‘-P?'aycrn, T I A S SO
Ir is rare when, injustice,. or
slights patiently borpg, dg not legve
the heart at the close, filled with
marvelous joy and peaee,. ..’
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THE CHILD'S FUIURE.
The message of the comng of
the Sor of Gop in the form of a child
shotws that He not only took the
children up in His arms outwardly,
but was willing to enter into the
children’s hearts and dwell there.
As the leaf is the pattérn of the tree,
so tlie‘child is the pattern of the
man and woman. Children are
much influenced by what is expect-
ed of thém. Consider the expect-
tations which this message to Mary
awakened about heér child. Bap-
tismy teaches us ‘how' the best things
may be expected of ¢hildren. The
mes$age of their growth in the image
of Gop communicated to them, has
a most ennobling influence. Asa
tree is ¢lothed with the leaves that
spriig out of its own inward vitality
so’' the life of men and women is
clothed in ‘the beauty of holiness
by thie wordsand deeds whichspring
out of their own character.
USE S"OF}THE CATECHISM.
'BY HOPE LEDYARD
‘It is & matter for sincere regret
that a Church which owns such a
rematkable Catechism as ours
should ‘make 'so" little use of it.
In a'few shott answers are given all
the vital points of our belief; we
are shoWn dur duty to Gob and man,
are reminded of the blessings ofter-
edto all'whdcate to accept them,
and have our vows—for which we
aré'held attountable—cleatly rtat-
ed. "Now see what 'a help this
Catechism may'be at our devotions.
In'the'first place, we need, before
we piy, t8 reinind outselves”Who
it'is" we'are' approaching. “Some
one has recommended repeating

v fek o

‘{ not have the time.

the Creed as a help, but all may
Then use the
answer following the Creed. Say
reverently and thoughtfully, “I be-
lieve in Gop the Father, who hath
made me and all the world ; in Gop
the Son who hath redeemed me
and all mankind, and in Gobp the
Holy Ghost, who sanctifieth me and
all the people of Gop.” The thought-
ful repetition cannot but give you
subjects for praise, with which your
prayers may begin.

Then, you would confess your sins,
but your remembrance of the day’s
doing. is but vague. You dislike
using a book, and so selfexamination
is slurred over, or, perhaps, given
up entirely, and a most valuable
mearns of grace Jost. Butrepeat the
“duty toward Gop” in this way ;
“My duty is to believe in Him,
to fear Him, and to love Him.”
Do I? With all my heart? Soul?
Mind? Strength} DoI call upon
Him? Do I honor His hely name
and His Word? How quickly
these questions will recall sins of
unbelief, or careless, irreverent

.| words, or of want of gratitude for

ordinary mercies !

In the same way the “duty to-
ward your neighbor” suits all lives ;
the question are by no means gene-
ral, but searching and personal.
and suit old and young, rich or
poor. This of itself may be all
many have time for, but when look-
ing forward to the Communion
Feast you can use the other ques-
tions in the same way. Ask your-
self prayerfully whether, having
received the outward and visible
sign, you have the inward and spirit-
ual grace. Are you dead unto sin
and living unto rightecusness?
Do you repent and forsake your sin?
Have 7ou the faith which steadfast-




ly believes in Gob’s promises?
And then the last answer of all is
of itself a means, and a very pre-
cious means, of preparation for the
Feast.

Let us hope that more of the
great army of Churchmen may use
the weapons here provided for
them, and may by them ward off
many of the blows of the great
adversary.

_— e & - ot 2

No man will ever be an earnest
Christian who neglects the study of
* Gob’s book. Men mayreaditasa
habit, we speak ofno such reading ;
the reading we mean is that which
can say, “O, how [ love thy law; it
is dearer to me than thousands of
gold and silver.” Thus read, the
book will keep us from the worldly
spirit; the book will keep us from
regarding its truths as obsolete.
Read the book; .study the book, and
we will not get far from cop and the
the trath ot cop.

—— e D

THE HEBREW TONGUE.

THE  Admerican Antiquarian
gives us light on tongues and tools.
It says of the Hebrew tongue:
“The striking similarity which the
Assyrian and Babylonian langnages
bear to the Hebrew has been dwelt
upon lately by Prof. F. Delitsch,
showing that the three people at
ocne time dwelt together. The
names of plants are held in com-
mon. Many terms which. occur
only once in the Old Testameut
are used in the Eastern languages.
This 1s an interesting line of study.”

It also says about the tools of the
pyramid builders: “It has long
been a puzzle to antiquarians to
know how the round holes, used
for pivot holes of doors of temples
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in Egypt were made. It is now
clear that they were made by tubu-
lar drills, supposed to have been
made of bronze; the cutting edge
set with hard jewels, probably cor-
undum. The Egyptians were also
ccquainted with circular cutters or
saws, the cutting edge being set
with gems, Fragments of hard
stone have been found having
marks of circular scourings. Mr.
Wm. Flinder Petrie has contributed
much informatipn on the subject.”

- - ———————

RULES TO BE OBSERVED.

IN choirs and places where they
sing, dox’¢ sit down.

Whatever be the posture pres-
cribed by the Rules of the Church
and generally followed by the con-
gregation, doz'Z violate them.,

Don’t sit down when others
stand or kneel. Don't attempt to
join in singing, chanting, or any
other part of the service, unless
you can do it as it is being done.

Dor't say the Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the General Confession,, or
the Amens at the end of collect or
prayer, on any other note or inany
other manner than that which you
hear the choir or clergy take.
Don’t talk; fan yourself, fuss with
your gloves or clothes, gaze about
the Church, until the bell: yuns
dewn, the voluntary on the organ
hegmns,, or the first notes of the
Processional Hymn fall on your
car, as_though the sacredness of
the pla'cg. was,, determined by its
beingused.., . - ... . .

Dox't fozget that gaod, manners
may be shown, and that it is quite
as.desirable . that. good .behayipur
should be manifested, by a  carcful
observance, of certain. rujes 1n. the
House of Gop,. as in, any other
house.
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LEARNERS.

THE world is at school. The
Churchis learning. The universal
rage is study. One calls itinvesti-
gation. Anothersaysitis research.
With one it is science, with another
art. With all it islearning. The
millions are ready to do what the
disciples of old were doing, to go to
school by the lakeside or on the
sea-shore. In all this seeking after
knowledge there is a forcible
disturbance of selfsatisfied ignor-
ance. Settled convictions are
questioning their own  sincerity,
and the catechism is being said over
again in secret by men of three-
score years. Most men grant that
better methods of study are in
vogue now in Biblical learning.
Our Scriptures speak to us less
vaguely than fifty years ago. Our
life-long convictions, rc-examined
and freshly grasped, are doubly
precious for the struggle with which
the good-fight of faith has been re-
fought. The bestand highest con-
victions we have are known to be
incomplete, and in this humbling
reflection we become merciful to
others who are struggling up toward
what may be the best_attainable
view tc them.
————

LIFE IN THE CHURCH.

SonE think the Church of Eng-
land is a very dignified “establish-
ment,’ and that 1s aboutall. That
its chief features are titles and big
mcomes and social position. But
Dr. Dixon, a distinguished English
Wesleyan minister, gives the follow-
Ing testimony concerning the
Church of England, in a letter to
an American Methodist paper, Zion's
Herald, of Boston. '

Be not startled: but there is
more ¢rue religion in the Church of
England, than anywhere else in the
country. This Church is the only
Christian body which is making
prosperons advances. The Church
of England is, as we think, the
most prosperous in the country.
* * In the lower grades of the
Church, there is a very large and
constantly increasing body of faith-
ful, laborious and excellent men,
who are the ornament of their pro-
fession, and a blessing to the coun-
try. The large towns are full of |
these men, who are exercising a
most powerful and beneficlal in-
fluence.

———— - ————

SECTARIAN INCONSIS-

TENCY.

It is a strange thing that the
Sects admit the canon of Holy
Scriptures, some practice Infant
Baptism, and all observe' Sunday
as a day of sacred rest, while they
reject Episcopacy, and yet the
evidence for each and all of them
is precisely of the same kind. As
Archdeacon Evans tersely puts it:
“Seeing that the Episcopacy, er
the threefold ministry of Bishops,
Priests, and Deacons, rests upon
the one and the same, and even
stronger testimony, than that on
which rests the canonicity of Holy
Scripture, viz., the evidence of the
Visible Church : we cannot reject
the one without sooner or later un-
dermining the authonty of the
other. This being the case, it be-
hoves all who thankfully accept
the canonicity of Holy Scripture
to be very careful not to despise
Episcopacy.  Long before we
come to the last author whose tes-
timony completes even the jfirst
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universal canon of Holy Scripture,
we find ZEpiscopacy wuniversal,
everywhere ascribed to Apostolical
I:nstitutz'on, and 1ts regular succes-
sion referred to in proof of the

genuineness of that canon.”
— il W - - e

THE communicants in the Ameri-
-can Church 1832, were 352,814,
this year there are 373,088 an in-
crease of 2¢,274.

——————— T - e

DuRrING the last thirty years the
Church of England has raised
$250,000,000 for the building and '
repairing of churches and cathe-
drals, and $8,000,000 for endow-
ments.

THE origin, charter, doctrine and
policy of the Apostolic Church arc
all laid down in the New Testa-
ment and illustrated by the writings
of the early Fathers. The truc
Church now must be one which is
in agreement with this primitive
Church in all essentials.

- el

RECENT ACCESSIONS.

Mr. Cyrus B. Durand, for many
years the esteemed pastor of the
Reformed Dutch congregation in
Hackensack, N. J., has just been
admitted to the sacred order of
deaconsin Trinity Church, Newark,
by the Bishop of the diocese.

Mgr. Savares, Doctor of Civil
and Canon Law, until recently the
Pope’s domestic prelate, has just
left the Roman Catholic Church,

and the other day was received into |

communion with the Episcopal
Church by Dr. Nevin, in St Paul's
American Church, on confession of
the Nicene Creed and abjuration of
the dogmasof the Immaculate Con-
ception and Papal infallibility.

The Rev. S. S. Pentz, formerly ,

a Methodist minister, was ordained
to the diaconate at Calvary Church,
Louisville; Ky., Sunday, November
25th, by Bishop Dudley.

The Bishop of North Carolina
has just-admitted to the diaconate
the Rev. James. H. Postette, late
a minister of the Methodist Protest-
ant communion.

Bishop Kip recently confirmed,
in St. James’ Church, Fresno city,
Mr. Henry H. Clapham and wife,
Mr. Clapham having lately been a
British Wesleyan minister. He is
a gentleman of culture and highly
»ducated, and has applied for Holy
Orders. ' -

On Sunday morning, December
oth, St. George’s Church, Mr. Lind-
say Parker was made Deacon by
Assistant Bishop Potter.  The
Rector, W. S. Raiusford, presented
the candidate. Mr. Parker was a
Methodist minister, and is consid-
ered a very eloqucut preacher.

. Senor Parmenio Anaya, a Span-
ish convert from Romanism, was
ordained to the Diaconate .in the
Church of the Covenant, Philadel-
phia, last week. He will work
among the Cubans.

Mr. Charles E. Barnes of Salem,
an Adventist preacher, has recent-
ly signified to the Bishop of Massa-
chussets, his desire to become a
candidate for Holy Orders, and
has been informally accepted. He
began to preach about fifteen years
ago, and has been highly esteemed
by the Adventists. - :

‘In Trinity Church, Collinsville,
Connecticut, .on Friday, December
21st, Mr.. Raiph H. Bowles was
ordained to the diaconate by the
Right Rev. the Bishop of the dio-
cese. Mr. Bowles was for more
than thirty years 2 ministérin the
Baptist denomination.' i+ -
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ﬂ{, hildren's 3jeparment.

THE OLD VEAR AND THE
NEW.

“FAREWELL, little children !”
year said— )
Ishall leave you to-night when you're

snugly in bed,
So come, let us gathe around the bright
fire,

I have something to tell you before you
retire.

the old

I leave you to-night, but with me I bear

My record for each ; I have drawn it with
care,

Now listen : Each word you have caze-
lessly spoken :

All promises made, and =all promises
broken,

Whatever unkindness you've felt or have
shown .

In action, in feeling, in word or in tone,

Where’er you've forgotten, in warm,
earnest prayer,

To thank our great Father for all His
kind care.

‘Where'er you've neglected His pardon to
piead

For sinful desires, for wrong feelings and
deeds ;

‘Where’er you've offended your father or
mother ,

Been fretful or peevish to sister or bro-
ther,

All the grief you have caused, all the sor-
TOW you’ve given

Are noted by me, and recorded in
heaven.”

Kneel down, little ohildren, in deep sor-
row kneel ;

As you think of the record past years will
reveal,
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Ask pardon of Gop for each sin that is

past;

On the mercy of Jesus your burdened soul
cast,

Resolve that the New Vear shall never
record

So many offences in thought, deed and
word.

Dear children, remember, and earnestly
pray,

Where’er you are tempted to wonder as-
tray,

Pray for light from above that will_guide
your young feet

O’er the rough road of life to that happy
seat

On the right hand of Gop, where the ram-
somed ones claim

Peace, Pardon, and Love, in the dear
Saviour’s name.

LEFT TILL CALLED FOR.

A TALE FOR CHILDREN AND
OTHERS.

CHaPTER L

“Here, look sharp with them
boxes, Dale! Why, bless the man
what’s up now?” And old Brice
the porter came shuffling along the
snowy platform, lantern in hand,
to peer over his mate’s shoulder,
as he stood looking into the win-
dow of a first class carriage.

There hzd been an unusual com-
motion that cold Christmas Eve at
the generally sleepy little station
of Briarly. It was not much more
than a siding, midway between
busy Ball’s Road Junction and the
Cathedral town of Dartminster,
and had been opened chiefly for
the convenience of the great folks
up at Exleigh Park, who formed
the long steep hills between Ex-
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lelvh Ball’s Road trymﬁ both to
horses feet and coachmen’s tem-
pers through the winter, and also
for the more convenent transit of
milk, butter and cheese from the
surrounding dairy farms to Dart-
minster and London. Briarly it-
self was little more than a handful
of cottages clustered together near
the station, the most prominent
buildings being the Strangway’s
Arms, and “Ebenezer,” the former
regularly attended daily by the vill-
agers, the latter only once a week,
weather permitting.

The race week and the Dart-
minster assizes made Dbusiness
brisk at the railway station, but
this year great excitement prevail-
ed owing to a heavy fall of snow
blocking the line and rendering
it impassible for the night at least,
The little platform was qulte block-
ed up with portmanteaus and ham-
pers, and cross, cold passengers.
Stout Mrs. Blockett, the landlady
of the Strangway's Arms, grew
quite red in the face with the un-
wonted press of business, and de-
clared it was the good old coach-
ing days come back, as she settled
about providing for the comfort of
the travellers. Every conveyance
in the place was despatched with
more persistent travellers to Dart
minster, while anxious friends kept
the telegraph wires at work until
good John Toms, the clerk, unac-
customed to such labours, was fair-
ly worn out.

But presently the excitement
subsided, the last heavily-laden
conveyance had disappeared down
the turnpike road, and a comfort-
able glow of firelight and atmos-
phere of hot supper pervaded the
Strangway’s Arms. Old Brice was
just giving a last look rourid before

F
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]ockmfr up and turnmg n f0; the
night, When young Dale’s atiitude
arrested his attention.

“Why, bless ny heart!” was the
emphatic result of old Brice’s look
over Dale’s shoulder, and somehow
the exclamation séemed appropri-
ate for as old Price afterwards ob-
served.  “There was something
about the youngster that scemed
to go straight to your heart' the
minute you clapped eyes on' him.”
At first nothing was visible in the
carriage but a large bear skin rug,
but a closer view revealed a little
boy curled up in the corner with a
rough brown dog in his arms, both
fast asleep. Dale opened the door
and lifted the little fellow out;
while the dog, a great ungainly re-
triever puppy, bounced about with
his great soft paws, poking a blunt
nose anxiously round his young
master.

“There! all right! Don’t cry
now, old chap !” Dale said consol-
ingly, as a pair of biue eyesopened
at last, dazzled by the lantern
light, but gradually opening -wider
and peering curiously out from 'the
rug.

There was still a bit of ﬁre ne
the waiting room, and Brice stirred
it into a blaze, while Dale deposi-
ted his bundle on the table and
began carefully to unfold its con-
tents —two short legs in leather
gaiters, a liltle rough great coat, a
seal skin hat drawn well down over
rough yellow curls, a round baby
face flushed and warm with sleep,
and a ticket tied loosely round his
neck, incribed, “7v de left z‘zlz call-
e:lfO?' »

The two porters surveyed him
anxicusly ; old Brice scratched
his head, and ejaculated, “Here’s
a go to be sure !’ while Dale said
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cheerfully, “Well, old cbap, where
be you bound for P

No answer only a prolonged

stare out of two solemn round eyes,
and the suffing of a woolly white
glove finger into his mouth. Dale
proceeded,nothing daunted, “come,
this won’t do ! What’s your name,
young gent, and where be going?”

“Don’t know.”

“Don’t know where you're a
going? Well, inay be, you know
where you come from?”

“Daddy sent us.”

“Us? Who else beside you?”

“Why me and Tulip—Tulip's
daddy’s dog—and I'm to take care
of him, and we were to wait at the
station till some one came, and
that’s why daddy put the card on
Tulip ; but he did not like it, so 1
put it on instead. Areyou “Some-
body.”

70 be continued.

HOW T0 BECOME HAPPY.

MANY young persons are con-
stantly thinking over some new
ways of adding to their pleasures.
They always look for changes for
more “fun” more joy. I suppose
at the beginning of a New Year
this is in their thoughts once again.
How will the year be happier?
How shall we more and more en-
joy life? These are queries many
a young person asks himself. Per-
haps the following brief anecdote
may help them to a correct solu-
tion of the question and may make
the coming year more joyfnl, peace-
ful, prosperous and happy. Will
our young friends imitate the eagle
in the story for one short year?

“Once there was a wealthy and
powerful king full of care and very
unhappy. He heard of a man

famed for his wisdom and piety,

| and found him in a cave on the

borders of a wilderness. “Holy
Man,” said the king, “I come to
learn how I may be happy.” With-
out making a reply, the wise man
led the kmg over a rough path, till
he brought him in front of a high
rock, on the top of which an eagle
bullt her nest yonder.”

“Why has the eagle built her
nest yonder ?”

“Doubtless,” answered the klng,
“that it may be out of danger.”

“Then 1mitate the bird,” said
the wise man, “build thy home in
heaven, and thou shalt have peace
and happiness.”

FOR THE BOYS.

Jt is always pleasant to meet a
gentlemanly boy. We metone the
other day. He was only « little
fellow of seven, but he took off his
hat to us like a gentlemaun, and ran
out of his way to open the gate for
us. We thought of it more than
once that day, and you see we,
cven think it worth putting in
print.

Most boys are in too much of a
hurry to be polite. They are too
busy thinking of what thcy are
doing, or what they intend doing,
that they haven’t time to give more
than a nod to a passer by. A gen-
tleman is one who always thinks of
others before himself, and so is
always quick to do what he can to
show respect and willingness to
oblige. This made the httle boy
we speak of a gentleman. He
thought first of us, and let himself
go.

The Duke of Wellington was one
of the first gentlemen as well as
generals, of England. He showed
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it by his respect for others. One
communion Sunday, as he knelt
alone by the chance! rail, aa old
colored man came forward and
knelt beside him. The sexton
motioned the old man to leave, but
the Duke raised his head and said,
firmly, “No, we are all equals
here.” And side by side the negro
and the general received the sym-
bols of their Saviour’s love.

It is said that his last words
were, “ If youplease.” They were
spoken to his servant, who offered
to bring him some refreshment.

Thus the last words of this true
nobleman were words of courtesy
to an inferior.

So, boys, dow’t be ashamed o
being polite. If you want to be
manly be gentlemanly.—Se/.

CHURCH HISTORY.

FouRTEENTH CENTURY.

Q. For what period did the
popes reside at Avignon in France?

A. From A.D. 1309 until A.D.
1378.

Q. What is this period called
by historians ?

A. The time of the Babylonish
Captivity, as it lasted nearly
seventy years.

Q. Though whose influence
was the Pope brought back to
Rome?

A. Chiefly by the exertions of
Petrarch the Poet, and Catharinc
of Sienna, a holy nun.

Q. What then occurred?

A. Another pope was elected,
one residing at Rome, the otherat

Avignon. In 1409, both popes
were deposed, and a third was elec-
ted but all three reigned.

Q. What effect had this?

A. The people despised their
spiritual leaders and naturally lost
confiGence in them. Vice reigned
instead of piety, and a great impetus
was given to the desire for a refor-
mation.

Q. How long did this schis
last? :

A. From 1378 to 1417.

Q. In what country was the
prestige of the Papacy most lowered
by this scanda’ous division.

A. In England.

Q. Show its effect there.

A. The yearly payment pro-
mused by king John was now largely
in arrear, and in 1366 it was deter-
mined to resist all future papal
claims for tribute.

Q. What declaration did the
Engiish Parliament put forth in
13997

A. That neither the pontiff nor
any other person outside the Realm
n s aright to meddle with the same.

Q. but what supremacy seems
.0 have been admitted all the while?

A. The claim to spiritual au-
thority.

Q. How were sﬁﬁ'ragan bishops
now appointed?

A. The chapter elected, the
Archbishop confirmed the election
and gave consecration, the crown
licensed and gave the temporalities.

Q. When only was the pope
supposed to interfere?

A. In case of disputed elec-
tions, but these now became very
numerous, no less than thirty in
fifty years.
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Q. When was the Statute of
“ Provisors ” passed?

A. In the reign of Edward iii,
1351. It made all persons receiv-
ing papal preferment liable to im-
prisonment.

Q. What was the Statute of
“ Preemumre 7’ ?

A. Itenacted that whoever pro-
cured at Rome or elsewhere any
translations; bulls, instruments or
other things affecting the King or
his crown and realm should be put

out of the King’s protection and

their lands and goods forfeited.

Q. Did these attempts at reform
accomplish anything?

A. Very little. Owing to the
desire of the Xings to connive
with the popes that they might
carry out their own purposes, these
laws were too often mérely a dead
letter.

Q. What grievances still exis-
ted?

A. Rome still gathered enorm-
ous tribute, despite the plain pro-
hibition of 1366. There were con-
stant demands from Rome for
money for bulls and dispensations
and first fruits, and for.carrying on
crusadur against Turks or heretics.
Over £160,000 was paid as the
first-fruits of bishoprics alone from
1486 to 1531. .

Q. What was the state of reli-

gion? )
A. The degradation of the
people continued; there were

terrible abuses in doctrine and
practice, igonorance prevailed and
humanity was sunk low in the
depths of vice, cruelty and super-
stition.

Q.. Who was raised up to at-
tempt a reformation and bring light
from the middle of gloom?
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A. Iolm Wrycliffe, born at Rlch
mond in Yorkshire, about the year
1324. In 1340 he went to Oxford
and became one of its most faithful
scholars. In r360 he denounced
the mendicant friars. Shortly after-
wards he was made a King’s chap-
lain, and in 1366 he publicly de-
claimed against the Romish claims
for tribute.

Q. What great werk did he
originate ?

A. Besides numerous pamph-
lets denouncing the pretensions of
the popes, the abuses of the clergy.
and the ignorance of the people, he
translated the sacred Scriptures
into English, giving the people the
entire Bible in a language they
understood.

Q. Who was his friend and de-
fender?

A. John of Gaunt,
Lancaster.

Q. In what was Wyciffe enga-
ged in 1374°?

A. He was sent as an envoy to
France, where he presented a list of
grievances under which the Church
suffered to the papal nurcios.

Q. What did he do on his
return?

A. Feeling satisfied that the
papal system was thoroughly de-
moralizing and that there was no
hope of redress, he employed his
vast learning to write, lecture and
preach against its pretensions.

Duke of
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