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religious confreres, whose aim seems not to 
have been the welfare of the French peas­
ants so much as to render annoyance to the 
British Rulers. Previously, in 1750, the 
French agents had enticed away about “ 7,000 
Acadians from comfortable homes, to be­
come outcasts and wanderers in the wilder­
ness, exposed for years to all the hardships 
of savage life.” And yet this was double 
the number the English expelled from Minas 
and Annapolis.

In return for this kindness and leniency on 
the part of the English, the Acadians, allowed 
to remain on their lands for forty years with­
out taking the oath, were embarrassing the 
English and giving aid to the French, to the 
utmost extent of their ability. They aided 
the Indians in attacks on the English forts 
at Annapolis and elsewhere. During the 
war they carried their produce to the French 
instead of the English, and conveyed to them 
all the information they could obtain con­
cerning the English forces, intended opera­
tions and garrisons. With hostile Frencli 
in New Brunswick, and equally hostile and 
more treacherous French in their midst, the 
English colonists were anything but secure. 
As a necessary precaution they were ordered 
to give up their guns. This they did, but 
sent deputies to Halifax with a memorial 
asking the restoration of their guns and ex­
emption from the oath of allegiance. The 
deputies were met with a demand to take 
the oath or submit to the alternative of being 
removed from their homes, as a measure es­
sential to the safety of the English in Acadia, 
and given plenty of time for consideration. 
After a month’s deliberation they refused to 
take the oath, fully aware of the conse­
quences that must follow. The situation 
then seems to have been simply this:—The 
English were masters of Acadia. The 
Frencli Acadians refused to swear fealty to 
their conquerors, who had treated them 
kindly, and allowed them to retain their 
lands, religion and rights. They also aided 
the enemies of the English, thus making 
themselves enemies. They had either to be 
put to death or expatriated, and the latter al­

ternative was chosen. The punishment in­
volved their wives and children which is the 
most deplorable circumstance in connection 
with the whole affair. « The sad feature of 
the expulsion of the Acadians is that it 
brought sorrow and misfortune upon their 
wives and children, who certainly had not 
been guilty of any political offence ; but that 
is a feature not peculiar to their case. Almost 
every man whose crimes bring him within 
the grasp of justice, lias innocent relations 
who suffer for his faults. Yet I have never 
heard tliat urged as a reason why the guilty 
should go unpunished.” The work of re­
moving and distributing them among the 
New England colonies, was executed with 
as much gentleness as possible, where no op­
position was offered, as at Minas and Grand 
Pre ; but considerable opposition was en­
countered near the border and around the 
Petitcodiac River. Somewhat over three 
thousand were thus driven from their native 
land to:

"Wander from city to city, 
From the cold lakes of the north to sultry South- 

ern Savannahs,”

of whom, however a large number eventual­
ly returned and settled again in the country 
of their fathers.

All the misfortunes of this people may be 
ascribed to the ruinous influence of those 
who should have devoted themselves to the 
care of spiritual matters, instead of pernici- 
ously intermeddling with temporal affairs, 
thwarting the intentions and preverting the 
meaning of the rulers of the country, work­
ing mischief in every possible way, instead 
of inculcating the precept, « Fear God and 
honor the king.” Of the manners, customs, 
dwellings and relations of the Acadians, of 
which the general impression seems to be 
that they had almost arrived at a state of 
pastoral perfection and innocency, we should 
like to say something on some future occa­
sion, and in the meantime we would recom­
mend to all for whom the history of their 
country possesses any interest, an attentive 
perusal of Mr. Hannay’s book.
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