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THE ACADIA ATHEN AUM.

After adverting to sarcastic definitions of
patriotism which have been given by some,
influenced by contempt for those who affect
great love of country for selfish ends, the
lecturer defined true patriotism ; and insist-
ed that it existed as an ennobling principle,
worthy of profoundest respect; that it
ruled in the breasts of people of every nation
and tribe. He deprecated internationalism
in politics as < evil and only evil.” In relig-
ion, and in enterprises which aim at the com-
mon good of mankind, representatives of dif-
ferent nations might profitably consult and
act together; but in politics each man should
have patriotic selfishness. The lecturer re-
buked the folly of those who pretend to have
no special regard for any country. e ar-
gued that, following such a principle, a man
should have no special regard for his own
family. But while exalting love of country,
he condemned sectionalism, comparing it to
a fiendish ¢“key-hole sneak.” The lecturer
spoke of the size of Canada, its fertility and
suitability for the extension of the British
Empire; and urged that its people have rea-
son to love their own coumitry. Ie spoke
sharply of the foolishness of those who dream
of “annexation” or scheme for “indepen-
dence;” and closed by an appeal to the
young men of ¢ Acadia ” to cherish true pat-
riotism for the land of their birth.

Concerning the lecture little but praise can
be said. It showed careful preparation, con-
siderable acquaintance with literature, and
contained many pointed and witty passages.
The speaker’s delivery was most open to
criticism.
a severe cold.

A lecture was delivered by Rev. C B. Pit-
blado, of Halifax, in Borden’s Hall on the
evening of Jan. 26th, subject; < Canadian
Patriotism.” The lecturer dweit at some
length npon the vast resources, the great ex-
tent, and the unsurpassed beauties of the
Dominion ; and thought the citizens ought
to be proud of their country, and instead

of doing anything dishonoring to it,
should contribute to its clevation. He

Probably this was partly due to |

spoke of our present circumstances call-
ing for thankfulness rather than complaint;
and gave prominence to the fact that even
though there may be a measure of adversity,
it is adversity which nerves and strengthens
nations as well as individuals. The future
was pointed to as an incentive to action ; for
men should live for posterity and not be whol-
ly wrapped up in devotion to personal inter-
ests. He saw in Canada the germs of coming
greatness ; and predicted that in the near
future our country would in all desirable re-
spects be greatly in advance of its present
condition. He did not consider that materi-
al advancement was to herald the dawn
of this brighter day, but the diffusion of
a national sentiment, the moulding effect of
high ideals, and especially the extension of
the principles of Christianity—without which
there can be no true patriotism nor real
prosperity among any people.

The subject was designedly dealt with
after a sentimental and nota logical mmnanner.
There were in the lecture many grand pas-
sages—in fact we seldom hear so many with-
in such a narrow compass. The discourse
inculcated noble principles, and could not
but elevate men’s views of life. It bore the
unmistakable stamp of a Christian artist.
All who improve the opportunity of hearing
this lecture will feel repaid, or they may well
be sceptical respecting their ability to appre-
ciate a good platform effort.

HOMES WITHOUT HANDS.

(Selected from the Pierian Portfolio.)

In the present advanced condition of archi-
tectural science, we forget the rough abodes
of our forefathers, which often consisteld of
nothing more than a secluded spot in a dense
forest, or a shade of an overhanging cliff, or
a cave, attended by none of our modern con-
veniences.

Man would not now, live under such in-
convenient circumstances, and he has for the
most part consigned Nature’s edifices to the

lower animals.  The Creator of the world




