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Negroes Score Many Firsts 
in U.S., State Civic Votes

Negroes won a variety of 
offices in U.S. elections, in­
cluding some historic firsts. 
Here is a list of Negro win­
ners:

Democrat Carl B. Stokes 
won his battle to become may­
or of Cleveland — and the 
first Negro chief executive of 
eighth largest American city.

Democrat Richard G. Hat­
cher emerged the winner by 
1,495 votes in the race for 
mayor of Gary, Ind.

Dr. W Ferguson Reid, a 
surgeon, became the first 

Negro member of the Virgin­
ia state legislature since the 
reconsrtuction days following 
the American Civil War. He is 
a Democrat.

The Mississippi sate legisla­
ture also saw its first Negro 
since the reconstruction era 
with the apparent election of 
Robert Clark, an independent 
by the voters of predominat- 
ly-Negro Holmes County.

James M. Brady was easily 
elected sherrif in Charles City 
County southeast of Rich­
mond, Va., defeating a white 
incumbent who had held the 
post 43 years.

Mrs. Iona W. Adkins, a 
housewife and teacher’s aide, 
was the Charles City County 
clerk’s post by a substantial 
margin.

William C. Ross Jr., was 
elected to the school commit­

tee in Pittsfield, Mass., and 
James H Wynn to the reg­
ional school committee in 
North Adams, Mass. They 

were both the first Negroes 
elected to public office in 
those towns.

In Boston, where the race 
issue was an often unspoken 
factor in the mayor’s race, 
Thomas Atkins, 28. a Harvard 
law school student, was elect­
ed to the city council—the 
first Negro to sit on that body 
in modern memory.

Municipal Court Judge Wil­
liam Parker was re-elected in 
Waterloo.Oowa, the site of ra­
cial disturbances last sum­
mer.

In Jacksonville, Lla., three 
of four Negro candidates won

Negroes were elected to cou­
nty offices in Mississippi, in­
creasing to 24 the number of 
Negro office holders in that 
state.

Of the six, two won posts 
as county supervisors, two as 
constables and two as jus­
tices of the peace.
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Season’s Greetings
Once more we greet the glad Yuletide 

With tinselled boughs and holly, 
May Christmas bring you every wish 

With a New Year bright and jolly.

... FROM A FRIEND

ACTOR AND FORMER FOOTBALL STAR — Woody 
Strode has been immortalized at Movieland Wax Museum, 
Buena Park, Calif., in scene from film “Spartacus,” which 
is in current re-lease. Tableua depicts climatic hand-to-hand 
gladiator combat between Strode and film’s star Kirk 
Douglas. Strode and Douglas join more than 100 other 
greats of motion pictures and television in stars’ hall of 
fame.

CANADI
HONORING CHRISTMAS, 
IN POETRY AND PROSE

“I will honor Christmas in 
my heart, and try to keep it 
all year.”

So wrote Charles Dickens, 
for whom Christmas was a 
favorite topic — so much so 
that most people, asked to 
name someone who wrote 
about Christinas, would im­
mediately answer, “Dickens.”

Not only Dickens, but al­
most every writer, from the 
little-known to the famous, 
has been inspired at some 
time in his career to “honor 
Christmas” in prose or poetry. 
For instance—
At Christmas I no more 

desire a rose
Than wish a snow in May’s 

new-fangled mirth.
But like of each thing that 

in season grows.
William Shakespeare

At Christmas play and make 
good cheer,

For Christmas comes but
once a year.

Thomas Tusser

For somehow, not only at
Christmas, but all the 
long year through,

The joy that you give to 
others is the joy that 
comes back to you.

John Greenleaf Whittier

England was merry England, 
when

Old Christmas brought his 
sports again.

Sir Walter Scott

I heard the bells on Christ­
mas Day

Their old familiar carols 
play.

And soft and sweet the 
words repeat,

"God is not dead, nor doth 
he sleep.”

Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow
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THE DAWN OF TOMORROW


