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DUKE ELLINGTON MARKS 
40 YEARS IN SHOW BUSINESS

Ellington still likes to trav­
el—“That is part of the big 
parade.”

He seldom walks any place 
—“I might get fresh air pois­
oning . . .” never exercises 
and gave up drinking years 
ago.

He says he never worries.
“The bug disease is the 

worst disease in the world—• 
letting something bug you.”

people could get three notes 
but never an exact thing.”

Ellington has been working 
on liturgical jazz ever since 
two Episcopal (Anglican) 
priests heard him at a night 
club in Redwood City, Calif., 
and asked him to write a 
musical service for Grace 
Cathedral in San Francisco. 
His In the Beginning God has 
been much in demand in the 
United States and Europe.

“I’m one of those people 
who can't say no. I’m like the 
girl in Oklahoma. So I say ‘oh 
sure’ and before you know it 
the date is on me and they’re 
saying: 'Where's my music?’

“I always have to have 
deadlines. I wrote Black and 
Tan Fantasy in a taxi coming

NEW YORK (AP) — Duke 
Ellington — who has poured 
forth more than 1,000 songs, 
many of which have become 
part of American culture — 
seems unpaded by 40 years 
in show business.

In an interview, the 68-year- 
old Duke seemed untired af­
ter a day in which he worked 
from 9 a.m. to 2 a.m. writing 
music, playing piano and lead­
ing his band.

Ellington spoke of many 
things, including his long-time 
collaborator, Billy Strayhorn, 
who died recently of cancer.

“We had a relationship that 
nobody else in the world 
would understand.

“We wrote “Jump for Joy” 
on the telephone one time
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Did a spinster hang up the 
first Christmas stocking? Le­
gend says yes, but history 
says no—or at most, "Maybe."

St. Nicholas, a fourth cen­
tury bishop, secretly gave 
gifts of gold for the dowries 
of poor spinsters. His method 
was to toss the gold down a 
chimney by night, at Christ­
mas.

On one occasion, so legend 
says, the gift landed in a 
stocking, hung by the fire- 
place to dry.

History casts a dubious eye 
on this “origin” of the Christ­
mas stocking custom. The 
spinster probably didn’t have 
a stocking—not in the fourth

century.
Knitted form-fitting hosiery 

was unknown until the thir­
teenth century. Earlier, peo­
ple wrapped cloth or rags 
around their feet as substi­
tute for modern stockings.

Even after William Lee in­
vented the stocking frame, a 
more efficient method of pro­
duction, in the late 1500’s, it 
was some time before the 
poor could afford to buy 
stockings.

History makes one conces­
sion to the legend tellers. 
Paintings from Pompeii show 
that early Romans did wear 
some form of stockings, even 
before the birth of Christ.

down through Central Park 
on my way to the recording 
studio."

Lately, Ellington has been 
writing more of the “extend­
ed jazz tone poems” which 
started with Reminiscing in 
Tempo in 1935 and includes 
Black, Brown and Beige and 
Such Sweet Thunder.

He concluded the New York 
Philharmonic in the premiere 
of his humorous, still-not-re- 
corded The Golden Broom 
and the Green Apple—city 
chick and country chick—in 
1965. That work has since 
been done by guest-conductor 
Ellington and six other or­
chestras.

when he was in Florida. When 
he was in the hospital, the 
doctor said to give him some­
thing to do. So I said: “I want 
an interlude and In the Be­
ginning God is the tilte.” He 
wrote a theme of six notes 
representing those first six 
syllables in the Bible and on­
ly two of the notes were dif­
ferent from what I had al­
ready written. We were that 
close."

Of people he’s known in 
jazz, Ellington said: “Just 
about everybody has contribu­
ted something. There are 
some outstanding influences 
—Sidney Bechet, Louis Arm­
strong, Coleman, Hawkins, 
Dizzy Gillespie, Charlie Par­
ker, Lester Young.

“With the exception of Be­
chet, these people were suc­
cessfully imitated. People 
built tremendous careers on 
the imitation of these people. 
They launched categories, 
such as bop. based on Park­
er and Gillespie.

“But there were three ini­
mitables—Bechet, Art Tatum 
and Django Reinhardt. Other
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Joy
Humble shepherds left their 

flocks in the fields that holy 
night, and sought the Babe 
whose birth angels had pro­
claimed unto them. They be­
held him lying in a manger in 
the City of David, wrapped in 
swaddling clothes.

And from the East, follow- 
ing the brillian Star, WiseI 
Men came to adore, and to 
offer precious gifts to the] 
newborn King.

Today, nations and peoples 
share in that first Christmas, 
in its boundless hope and its 
promise of peace, with joyous 
celebrations. May you and 
your loved ones keep the spir­
it of this holy season always 
in your hearts, perpetuating 
its strength and comfort.
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