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the year 1944 hurries swiftly to its 
close. We would that a happy world 
might shout in exultation Peace on 
Earth, but we dare not. For war
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London, Ont.clouds darken the skies in far off 
Manchuria, and while the statesmen 
of the world fervently cry Peace, 
Peace, the nations fashion dreadful 
engines of war. And hat good will 
which was proclaimed on the first 
Christmas morn nineteen hundred and 
more years ago is still largely of the 
stuff that dreams are made of, save 
when the hand of misfortune strikes 
and catastrophe levels the barriers 
of race and class and creed. Such 
a time is the present. Perhaps in 
no period in the history of the nation 
has there been a greater need for 
good will than now.

The pity of it is that only a 
major catastrophe seems to be able 
to arouse us to consideration of the 
plight of our fellowmen or to stir us 
to a contemplation of the conditions 
under which they exist. Today sad­
dened millions face a future full of 
uncertainty and doubt, and for them
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Christmas merely serves to empha­
size misfortune. They are honest. 
They have committed no crime. They 
are anxious to work. An economic 
cataclysm has engulfed them and 
swept away everything they possess 
except the hope of change.

Who is responsible? What are the 
causes?

There are a thousand answers; one 
as good as another. But somehow 
the thought persists that at least one 
of the fundamental reasons has been 
the disregard of a declaration and 
an Injunction:

Peace on Earth, Good Will 
Towards Men.
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