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TRULY GREAT
IS SATCHEL

(Reprinted from Time Magazine)

In the midst of a torrid political
campaign, some years ago in a Cent-
ral American country, Pitcher Leroy
“gatchel” Paige and his barnstorm-
ing Negro team arrived in town.
One of the candidates, a longtime
aficionado of beisbol and Satchel,
made his rival a sporting proposition
let the lection turn on the game; he
would bet on Satchel, and whoever
won the bet would win the election.
The bet was made, Satchel won in
a breeze, but didn’t stick around for
thanks: he detected the flash of ma-
chetes from the defeated candidate’s
supporters.

It is characteristic of Satchel Paige
hero and narrator of this tale, that
he does not remember when oOr
where the episode took place. He
is hazy about his age, his won-lost
record, and the number of no-hitters
he has pitched. Last week, when
the Cleveland Indians signed him
up, Paige became the first Negro
pitcher ‘in the American League.

(The Brooklyn Dodgers gave 17-
vear old Negro Pitcher Dan Bank-
i\@nd a brief trial last year, sent him
back to a Dodger farm.)

(His name is also arguable: it
came perhaps from his suit-case-
shaped shoes (size 12), perhaps from
his early days as a Mobile redcap.)
Born, but When?

Satchel has been around the game
so long that his memory and his
arm—ain't what they used to be,
3ut he still makes the modest claim
that he is the “world’s greatest pit-
cher.” Satchel Paige was born in
Mobile, Ala., 39, 43 or more probab-
ly 45 years ago, son of a landscape
g-m‘dvn'.-r and a mother who hated
baseball. He was one of a family
of nine—or sixteen. This mathemat-
ical inexactitude did not trouble
Cleveland’s President Bill Veeck last
For all Veeck cared, Satchel
might be “two or three decades’
older than the next man—as long as
he could pitch. Bob Feller had told
Veeck that Paige was the relief man
the league-leading Indians so des-
perately needed.

Satchel Paige figures that in 20-
odd vears he has pitched at least
‘ Record books in the

week.

2,000 games.
Negro leagues are mostly blank or
spotted pages, but even the authent-
icated feats of the long (6 ft. 3 im;)
and languid Satchel are almost as
incredible as the legend.

In 1933 Satchel pitched in 42
games, won 31, lost four. In 1936
he pitched (and won) five games
in one week. His idolizing Negro
fans expect him to play in every
game. Satchel once pitched a no-
hitter in Pittsburgh, drove all night
to Chicago, shut out another team
in twelve innings next day. Pitch-
ing for the Kansas City Monarchs
in the 1942 Negro World Series,
Showoff Satchel purposely passed a
man Lo get Catcher Josh Gibson (Ne-
gro baseball’s Babe Ruth) at bat,
then forced him to send up a pop

Paige has faced and humbled the
best. He struck out Rogers Hornsby
five times in one afterncon. Joe Di-
Maggio nicked Satchel for one slim
single in five games (said Joe: “Best
After drop-
ping a 13-inning, 1-0 pitching due)
to. Paige, Dizzy Dean paid Satchel a
Satch
could win 60 games in one season.”
(To a reporter, Satchel Paige once
confided the secret of his succes:
“Diet. I eat only fried foods.”)
Born With Control
Playing summers in the U.S. and
winters in Central and South Amer-
ica, Satchel Paige earned $36,000 one
year, and spent it in handfuls (he
has a white Lincoln, a red Cadillac,
a red jeep, a pallid station wagon
and an arsenal of over 20 shotguns).
Lately he has pitched only in three
to five-inning stints. Some of Sat-
chel's speed is gone, but not his con-
trol (“I was born with control”).
Last week, just before signing
Paige (for a reported $10,000 for the
rest of the season), Bill Veeck watch
cd him throw about 50 assorted
pitches to Manager Lou Boudreau,
second best hitter in the American
League. Only three or four were
wide of the plate, and most of them
had stuff.
debut against the St. Louis Browns
three days later, Satchel allowed
two singles, no runs, struck out one,
walked nobody.

Did he think he could last in the
“Plate’s;:. the

pitcher T ever saw”).

dizzying tribute: “Me and

In his two-inning ‘relief

majors? Said Paige:

same size.”

“SATCH” TO DO
RELIEF PITCHING

Cleveland (NNPA) Leroy
(Satchel) Paige, pitching ancient,

was signed by the Cleveland Indians
on July 7th as a relief pitcher who
has something on the ball and can
keep the ball in the strike zone.
That is the opinion of baseball
experts who know that the Indians
have badly needed this szason a re-
How much help Paige
can give the Indians now is prob-

lief pitcher.

lematical. But ten or fifteen years
ago he mighl have been a sure-bet
to win thirty games and pitched
them to both American League and
world championships.

3ill Veek, president of the Ind-
ians, insists that he did not sign
Paige as a publicity stunt. He be-
lieves Paige can supply some of the
pitching help the Indians need to
keep them in front of the Ameican
League pennant chase.

So does Lou Boudreau, the Ind-
jians’ manager. At a secret tryout,
Boudreau warmed up Paige, and
then grabbed a bat and hit against
him. It was the first time Boud-
reau had seen him in action.

Paige is still fast. “I ain’t as fast
as I used to be,” he admitted, “but
I'm a better pitcher. I used to
overpower ‘em; now I out-cute ’em.”

One thing, major leaguers will not
scare Paige. He has pitched against
enough of them in exhibition games
to know that he can fool them just
as he has ball players in the color-
ed circuits and down below the bor-

| In exhibitions against white teams, |}']ieilds (/‘Clebrat()

“Joint Birthday

When two men share the same
birthday it's an occasion to celebrate,
believe Frank Howson, 95 Glenwood
Avenue, and Jack Davis, of Toronto.
Although unrelated; the men have
been close friends for several years,
and plan their birthdays together
each  year. They celebrated their
54th at the home of Mr. Howson on
Saturday, with 100 guests present.
Mrs. Davis and Mrs. Howson are
former school chums, both being
from Chatham.

At the joint: birtHday party, -held
on the lawn of the Howson home,
friends were present not only from
the city, but from Toronto,  Detroit,
Cleveland, Brantford and Ingersoll.
Among the out of town guests were
Mr. and Mrs. R. Johnson and Mr.
and Mrs. John Mallott, of Brantford
and Mr. and Mrs. James and Mr.
and Mrs. Nelson Vant, of Ingersoll;
Dr. and Madame Brewton of Tor-
onto accompanied by Mrs. Hopewell;
Mrs. May Smith, Cleveland; Mrs.
J. W. Marshall, Toeronto; Mrs. Mamie
Prior, Toronto; Mrs. Rose Armstead,
Detroit; Mr. and Mrrs. Edith Archer,
Detroit; Mrs. and Mrs. Leon Harris,
Detroit; Mr. and Mrs, Dean Proctor,
Detroit; Mr. and Mrs. John Van,
Detroit; Mr. Lloyd M. Johnson, De-
troit and also the staff of the De-
troit Tribune; Mr. Louis Harris; Mrs.
Alicia M. Davis, Cleveland and a
great number of friends and well-

wishers of the city.

Annmiversary Of
Chatham Church

The month of July is to be ob-
served by First Church,
Chatham, Ont. as Anniversary and

Japtist

Memecerials month. 1 shall have been
pastor here 3 years. ‘The plan is to
use all the Sunday afternoons in the
month, 4,-11, 18, 25. : Sunday, July
4th, 3:30 p.m., Minister's Day. Al
the assistant pastors and pastor’s as-
sistants of Amherstburg Associiation
will give music and messages.
Sunday, July 11th, 3:30 p.m.
Deacons’ day. Program by all dea-
cons from the First Baptist Buxton;
Shrewsbury; Prince Albert; Union
3aptist; Queens St.;
Home Church.
Sunday, July 18th, 3:30 p.m.

Dresden and

Choirs’ Day. A battle of Church

music. Choirs of B.M.E. and Flirst

Slave Escapes From
Louisiana Farm

ST. LOUIS (NNPA ) — Henry
Williams, a colored boy who said
he has been enslaved for as long as
he can remember on a 560-acre farm
owned by a Louisiana parish official,
was assured of a permanent home
Tuesday, July 6th, with the family of
William Brown, Venice, a St. Louis
suburb.

The 15-year-old boy who exhib-
ited 1% inch square scars on the left
side of the abdomen and the back of
his left hand, which he said were
the marks of branding, escaped from
the farm by diviang from a window
of a loft in a barn, swimming and
wading through ponds and swamps
and hitch hiking a ride on a pro-
duce truck.

He told his story to Mrs. Mary
Franklin in Venice. He told her his
master had a small piece of tin with
a wire handle.

He branded the youth with this
and threatened to shoot a hole in
his heart if he ran away.

Williams said he had never been
off the farm which is in Tangipahoa
Parish, sixty miles north of New
Orleans. The barn loft in which he
slept was locked during his Bleep-
ing hours. To escape he broke the
only window.

When he reached the highway, he
assisted a produce truck driver
change a tire on his truck and was
offered a ride in return. He e¢ame
to the East side, because that is
where the trucker was headed.
Barefoot, Ragged

When he arrived he was bare-
footed and his clothes were ragged.
He told Mrs. Franklin he had al-
ways worn cast off clothes of other
farm workers, most of whom were
white people who had been conviel-
ed of law violations and whose free-
dom had been purchased by the
farm owner.

Lives With Friends

‘The husky youth, who appears
older than 15, is not in good health,
a physician said, because ol diet de-
ficiencies.

He said he had been fed beans fo
every meal on the farm. His par-
ents, he was told, were Kkilled in an
automobile accident.

Since shortly after his arrival ar
the East Side, Williams has bee:
staying with Otis Butler and Ed-
ward Miles, Kerr Island,

On Tuesday, however, he mov-
ed in with the Browns. They will
send him to school and try to build

his health through proper diet

Japtist, Buxton; Prince Albert; Union
Baptist; Queen St., Dresden; and
Chatham City Churches.
Sunday, July 25th
Societies’ Day.
from First Baptist, Buxton; Prince
Albert; Union Baptist: Queen St
Drésden: First Baptist, Chatham.

Missionary

On each Sunday afternoon mem-
Hymn
Outside,

orials will be dedicated.
books—Mrs. Anna Hurst,
Vestibule, Office, Rest Itooms, Lights
ete.; Transom over street door pre-
sented by the Amhersiburg Associ-

fly.

der.

ation.

Missionary Circles |
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1}PICNIC AT SPRINGBANK, CIVIC
‘ HOLIDAY! COME ONE, COME
ALL!

|
|hold a Union Pienic on Monday, Aug.
9nd, Civic Holiday at Springbank
Park. Clubs and organizations are
invited to unite and make this pic=

nic the best ever had. Ball games,

races, refreshments and dancing are

o be staged for the day. Baskets

will be spread at 4 o'clock on plot

‘No. 16.

The Community Family Club will |

E. Embree Heads
The LiBeria Co.

Dr. Edwin R.. Embree, Preside
of the Julius Rosenwald Fund
its termination June 30, has
the L

Foundation, it was announce

elected President of

night in New York City by Ed
R. Stettinius, Jr., chairman
Board of the Liberia Compin
The foundation,” whose ledot
Dr. Embree has already i

will assist in the advancement
health, welfare, and education p
grams in the West African Republic
of Liberia.

The Liberian Foundation was set
up last fall'in conjunction with
Liberia Company, a joint American
Liberian organization which is ae
veloping both the human and nafws -
al resources of Liberia Ten pe
cent of the stock of the Liberia Com-
pany has been given to the Found
tion as its initial grant

BROTHERHOOD OF SLEEPINC
CAR PORTERS HOLD THEIR
ELECTION

Election of officers of the Brod
erhood of Sleepiing Car Porte
their election of officers at the Hao
Service Club. Mr. Frank Cromyv 1
president by acclamation, alsc
L. Cromwell as Secretary T) )
Mr. Leo Chaviler was elected 1
vice-president, Mr. Stanley Grazell,
2nd vice-president; VI esmaon
Davis was elected to act a:
to Detroit, Mich. in Septemb to the
international convention o 3
hood Sleeping Car Porter t
offices will be filled b

JACKIE ROBINSON
CHANGING BOSSES' MIN

Lirooklyn’s Jackie Robinson

changing the minds of h I

fans and bosses H«

jected to heavy ecriticism
from the New Yorl

has l'!m”»\ becn sho

in the infield and co terab

er at bat. All those
who went about bemaoani
fortunes of Jackie'

and overweight J;|'(a}.:r

to change to a livelie!
and Campanclla will be
up when the Brooks

Wednesday.

AND STILL ANOTHER

After making Amer 1
istory by signing a colored
|Cleveland has signed an er Ni
I Al Smith, of the Cleveland PBPu
Smith is batting .3(

Negro American Lea
ases with 27 Smi
tandout hustler in
the Bucke Ve ail
15 leaving no stone untui
we his team. In m
] e \ ‘:D)H'H‘({l]:
from fans, and he certai
es credit for his couraged
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