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The verse, “Ten Little Niggers,”PORTIA WHITE FINDS 

FAME IN U. S.
F. B. DIXON CO.was described by Mr. Jones as “ex­

tremely derogatory”, and he added 
that “to have it appear in a book of 
nursery rhymes to which the very 
young are exposed we feel is most 
harmful.”

Said Mr. Jones: “We have found 
that children and young people, when 
exposed to healthy democratic ideals 
do not embrace the philosophy of 
racial and religious hatred. One way 
to ensure the. success of such a pro­
gram is to see to it that reading ma­
terial, including school text books 
present true information completely 
free of bias.”
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MOVING — PACKINGCarving a career out of the color 
line, some forty top-notch Ameri­
can Negro artists have discovered a 
strange anomaly in the toughest, 
most competitive profession in the 
world: the stronger the color line, 
the greater the career.

A stalwart, once-struggling band 
of Negro painters now literally makes 
a living out of conquering color — 
both on canvas and in the Ameri­
can mind.

Foremost and most successful in 
cracking the color line is self-taught 
World War I veteran, warm-hearted 
Horace Pippin, who commands the 
highest prices, the most attention. 
The tall, broad-shouldered, 57-year- 
old ex-porter’s canvases are in more 
museums than any other Negro pain­
ter’s. His work, once raffled at 
church picnics for ten cents a chance 
now sells for up to a thousand dol­
lars a painting, is displayed in the 
homes of Hollywood stars like Ed­
ward G. Robinson, Charles Laughton 
and Claude Rains.

Fame hasn’t disturbed his simple 
way of living and his wife still takes 
in washing at their West Chester, 
Pa., home. “Folks like Horace’s 
paintings now but maybe next year 
they’ll change their mind,” Mrs. Pip­
pin says. “Art is like that. They’ve 
been giving me their washing many, 
many years. That’s steady so why 
should I give it up.”

But Pippin isn’t worried about 
changing modes in painting. He 
paints now, as he painted since he 
was a boy, because he likes it.

One of the few places in North 
America named after Africa is a 
tiny, shabby colored community 

• close to the city dumps in Halifax, 
Nova Scotia.

It is called Africville.
Most folks in Halifax, let alone 

the rest of Canada, never heard of 
nor came near the little Negro set­
tlement until several years back 
when the world began hearing Por­
tia White's voice. And then the 
trex to the neat two-room school- 
house in Africville began.

Jolly girls in bright dresses now 
conduct sightseers about and point 
out: “This is where she taught. Up 
there’s her desk. She taught grade 
one and two and three. She was 
awful nice.”

"She" is the brilliant 28-year-old 
singer who is hailed as “the Marian 
Anderson of Canada." Only several 
short years ago, Portia White was 
freezing her knees tramping through 
deep northern snows for singing les­
sons in town. And her pupils still 
remember her coming back and 
thawing out her legs by the big pot- 
belly stove while they pretended to 
be studying their books.

Africville is proud of Portia White, 
proud of their graduation day pro­
phecy: “Within ten years, Portia 
White will see her name in lights 
outside a concert hall.”

Today the gifted young contralto, 
who sings in five languages, has ap­
peared in the leading concert halls 
of America and been hailed by crit­
ics everywhere.

She has been compared to the great 
Swedish star Sigrid Onegin. One 
music scholar wrote: “I had the priv­
ilege o fhearing Marian Anderson 
on her first appearance in Carnegie 
Hall and can candidly say that Miss 
Anderson did not sing as well as did 
Miss White.”

Although her father was a Virgin­
ia-born minister, only colored chap­
lain in the British army in World 
War I, Portia is a tried and true Can­
adian. She can never forget that
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HERALD TRIBUNE WRITER

CITES NEGRO SENATOR
New York, Jan. 22nd — An ex­

citing article written by Bert And­
rews for the January 18th issue of 
the New York Herald Tribune, which 
compared the respective merits of 
two Mississippi senators, one, Theo­
dore Bilbo and the other a former 
slave, Blanche K. Bruce (1875 to 
1881), was cited by Walter White, 
executive secretary of the NAACP, 
as being, “the kind of informative 
article so desperately needed during 
these times when our basic demo­
cratic ideals are being threatened.

Mr. Andrews, of the Tribune’s 
Washington bureau, writes, “The 
newly elected Senator from Mississ­
ippi-a Negro—was ready to take 
the oath of office.

“He waited at the back of the Sen­
ate chamber for an escort to take 
him down the center aisle to the 
rostrum.

“There was a pause and then an 
embarrassing silence, for the senior 
Senator from Mississippi—a white 
man—had refused to conform to the 
custom of accompanying a junior 
colleague to the Vice-President’s 
desk.

“At that moment the senior Sen­
ator from New York walked up to 
the newly elected Senator from Mis­
sissippi, offered his arm and escort­
ed him to the rostrum.
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The Treasure House 
of Things Musical“The foregoing is not a fanciful 

forecast of what the future may 
bring in Mississippi as a result of 
the tactics of Theodore G. Bilbo, who 
was re-elected to the United States 
Senate but has not yet been seated.

“It is, instead, a factual account of 
the days when Mississippi did have 
a Negro Senator; days when that 
Senator’s eloquent appeal for fair­
ness in elections was spread upon 
the record of Congress to supply a
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despite her color she was the first 1 
singer ever officially sponsored by a • 
Canadian city. After hearing her de- : 
but, leading citizens of Halifax were 
so enthusiastic that they contributed 
to a Portia White Trust Fund to en­
able her to further her studies.

Her first trip to the United States 
also made her a confirmed Canadian. 
It was there that she discovered the 
Negro problem. She found out about 
Jim Crow and became somewhat de­
pressed.

But then she wrote home with new 
racial pride: "I feel a greater unity 
with colored peoples everywhere as 
a result of my stay in the United 
States. And I am immensely proud 
of the enormous advance we are 
making in spite of the efforts of those 
who would deny us equality.”

Despite the rude shock discrimin­
ation gave her, Portia’s mother was 
glad to see her learning. “She used 
to worry because she had no par­
ticular feeling for Negro spirituals. 
But that’s because we’ve never had 
the tradition of spirituals down here 
in Nova Scotia. I guess that’s a good 
thing: it would have presupposed a 
great deal of other things that have 
never existed here.”
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contrast with the doctrinestrange 75 DUNDAS ST.PHONE MET. 8282SO vi-of ‘white supremacy’ preached
olently nowadays by Mr. Bilbo.

Resorting to a unique journalistic 
technique in comparing the philos­
ophies of the Negro, ardent champion 
of democracy, and the rabid, race- 
baiting, present-day demagogue, Mr. 
Andrews submitted direct quotes 
from the two senators of which the 
following is an example.

“Senator Bruce: ‘But if it can be 
shown that we have used the bal­
lot either to abridge the rights of 
our fellow citizens or to oppress 
them; if it shall appear that we have 
ever used our newly acquired power 
as a sword of attack and not as a 
shield of defense, then we may with 
some show of propriety be charged 
with incapacity, dishonesty or tyr­
anny. But even then, I submit that 
the corrective is in the hands of the 
people, and not of a favored class, 
and the remedy is in the honest ex- 
excise of the ballot and not in fraud 
and violence.’
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DROPPED AFTER PROTEST

New York, Jan. 23rd—The inclu­
sion of a peculiar anti-Negro version 
of an old nursery rhyme in a re­
cent ten cent edition of “Mother 
Goose”, published by the Samuel 
Lowe Company of Kenosha, Wis-

(Senator-elect Bilbo: ‘I said the 
best time to keep a nigger away 
from a white primary in Mississippi 
was to see hi mthe night before.’)

Senator Bruce was born a slave, 
near Farmville, Edward County, Va., 
and was tutored by his master’s son. 
He left his master after the Civil 
War to teach school in Hannibal, 
Mo., leaving this post to study at 
Oberlin College, Ohio.
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Jones, Jr., NAACP administrative 
assistant, in a letter to the publisher 
which resulted in his promise to de­
lete the offensive rhyme from any
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