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Lusaka — After a period
of uncertainty and political
crisis, President Kenneth
Kaunda has emerged firml'y
in control of Zambia. He is
now mounting a personal cru-
sade against economic and so-
cial evils that have been ham-
pering the nation’s progress.
Having crushed tribal dis-
sension in the hierarchy of
the ruling United National
Independence Party, the 45
year old head of state is try-
ing to secure an iron grip on
the rest of his administrat-
on.

Recent events in Zambia
have driven President Kaunda
towards taking much more
power for himself and leaving
less to his lieutenants.

Kaunda has finally - out-
jumped his critics.

His handling of the crisis
over the resignation of Mr. Si-
mon Kapwepwe as vice-presi-
| dent of Zambia as well as de-
| puty leader of UNIP was mas-
| terly. It proved him to be one
| of the coolest politicians in
Africa.

Mr. Kapwepwe, as leader
of the powerful Bemba tribe
controlling the key labor force
for the vital copper mining
industry, is a formidlabe fig-
ure in Zambian politics.
He complained that other
Zambians were victimizing
his Bemba tribesmen and gave
President Kauda a letter of
resignation.
But if Mr. Kapwepwe thou-
ght that his resignation would
be met by President Kaunda
with entreaties and appeals
for him to withdraw it, he
was mistaken.
Kaunda did not even men-
tion it when he went on the
air in a broadcast to the nat-
ion a few hours after Mr. Kap-
wepwe’s announcement.
Next day, at a press con-
ference, Kaunda merely said
he was “allowing” the vice-
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life in Government service

The other day he turned up
unexpectedly at the transport
ministry’s workshops in Lusa-
ka where 1,800 government
cars get written off each year
through accidents and neglect,
such as burnt-out gearboxes
without oil.

They include VIP Merced-
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es, which on average have a |looking after them.

of only six months before they
are claimed by the scrapheap.

President Kaunda promp-
tly went above his ministry’s
head, and decreed that he
Government should not buy
any more cars until better
arrangements are made for
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president to remain in office
for his full term and that
when he met him he was con-
fident Mr. Kapwepwe would
“rise to the occasion.”
Two days later, the vice-
president announced that he
was withdrawing his resig-
nation.
There had been rumors,
which Kapwepwe denied, that
he was manouvering for the
job of president. But if this
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was his strategy, it failed.

has kept everybody guessing.
President Kaunda had made
the point clear that he can
dismiss whom he pleases —
and that people should stop
defying his orders and get on
and work.

He is taking it on himself
to see that people work. He no
longer gives advance warn-
ings for his numerous trips
about Zambia. He has no
more time for welcoming
crowds at Zambian airports
with red carpets and tradit-
ional dancing.

The sawing of green or un-
seasoned lumber, as you well
know, can be a backbreaking
job when your saw persists
in binding or sticking. One
way to alleviate this is to use
a candle or a piece of bees-

wax or paraffin as a lubricant
fon both sides of your saw
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