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The Light Still Shineth in Darkness

The Christmas story which is a song of Joy out of the heart of
the world comes to us each year Just as fresh and new as when we
first listened to it with the starry-eyed wonder of little children.
[t never grows old. Tt never loses its appeal. Where in all the
world is there any story like that coming to us as it does on the
wings of musie, with angel faces in the background, all wrapped
in the glamour and haze of ineffable beauty. Something deep
within us recognizes that here is truth so profound that we can hope
to understand it only as we lay aside our towering pride and look
cut again through the wondering, appreciative eyes of childhood.
That is why the old familiar hymns and carols are so dear to us—
they are a permanent part of the world's spiritual treasure. They
defy the barriers of race and nationality. ‘“‘Holy Night,”’ whether
it be sung in English or Chinese, still gives expression to the
reverence we feel as we stand in the presence of Divine mystery
with the light of another world shining in our faces,

Vast changes have come oven this world since that humble
birth in Bethlehem. But the voice of Christ still speaks with
timeless -and universal appeal. .We sense the reality, of His
prophecy, ‘‘Heaven and earth shall pass away but my words shall
not pass away.”’” The Gospel which means literally ‘‘Good News’’
is still the most urgent and important news the world has ever
heard. For at the heart of it is the assurance that this is God’s

world. A thousand ugly faets may seem to deny it — the throb
of pain in our own experience often makes us wonder if there be
any God. But Christmas comes and reveals to us divine possibil-

ities both for ourselves and for this weary world. If suspicion
and fear and intolerance seem to dominate the world situation,
there is no occasion to despair when we remember that with God
““A thousand years in Thy sight are but as yesterday.’” When we
get panicky at the trend of events it is comforting to stop and take
a long look at things. Time is always fichting on behalf of what
is true and beautiful and good. There are temporary setbacks —
like the trough of the ocean waves, but the current sweeps on.
This does not suggest that progress is automatic — that we can
stand still as if we were on an escalator, and let time carry us
up to the next floor. On the contrary, there can be no progress
without determined, persistent effort. God uses this poor humanity
of ours to get His work done. This is not a fool proof world.
The price of our freedom is that we can misuse it. We can blow
ourselves to bits if we are silly enough to think that war can
settle our problems. No, progress is not automatic. Nevertheless
this is God’s world. The Christian religion stakes its life on that.
And because it is God’s world, even in our darkest hours we can
dare to believe that the final chapter will record a victory for truth
and right.  Little men drunk with power can strut up and down
the earth, rattling swords and threatening all who stand in their
way, buf in the long run, good will is more powerful than hatred
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Use
Your Health

Services

THE CITY OF LONDON MAINTAINS A NUM-
BER OF ACTIVITIES FOR THE BENEFIT OF
THE HEALTH OF THE CITIZENS. IN YOUR
TAXES YOU ARE HELPING TO PAY FOR THESE
SERVICES. YOU ARE URGED TO USE THEM.

These Services Include :

CLINICS

FUR

WELL BABIES TUBERCULOSIS CASES
SICK CHILDREN VENEREAL DISEASE CASES

Programmes ot Preventive
Medicine

To discover or prevent

TUBERCULOSIS SMALLPOX
DIPHTHERIA SCARLET FEVER

FOR MORE INFORMATION—CALL THE

Civic Health Dept.
Metcalf 2610

and right will outlast wrong,
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