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Not A Problem In Europe
tand Count Busie Comments 

On Lunch Counter Row
Says Forms 
Ignore Law

LANSING, Mich. — The 
Fair Employment Practices 
Commission has started an in­
vestigation of questionnaries 
sent by school boards to pro­
spective teachers, Director 
Frederick Routh disclosed 
last week.

Routh said the commission 
will try to determine whether 
discrimination is practiced in 
hiring of teachers.
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Integration, which is still 
a burning issue in America, 
is no longer a major problem 
in the United States Air For­
ces in Europe, according to 
the March issue of EBONY 
Magazine.

In Germany and France, 
the magazine reports, Negroes 
are commanding white men 
and white men are command­
ing Negroes without friction 
or fuss. In the churches,which 
are at least 20 years ahead of 
civilian churches, Negro chap­
lains are administering to 
predominantly - white con­
gregations.

A Negro, EBONY reveals, 
is one of the top four officers 
in the USAFE lUnited States 
Air Forces in Europe) com­
mand. Major General Benja­
min Oliver Davis, former com­
mander of the famed 99th 
Pursuit Squadron, is deputy 
chief of staff for operations. 
He is the highest - ranking 
Negro officer in armed ser­
vices history. As operations 
chief, Major General Davis 
supervices the heart of the 
USAFE command, the com­
bat arm. Should war come 
USAFE fighters, bombers and 
missiles will bear the brunt 
of the West’s defensive and 
offensive efforts. It is Davis’ 
job to prepare USAFE for its 
mission. No other Negro in 
American history, the maga­
zine says, has been entrusted 
with such a heavy responsi­
bility

Count Basie stepped out of 
his role as a jazz band maestro 
for a minute last week to 
comment on current racial is­
sues.

Referring to the apparent 
pressure wave that is being 
forced upon colored leaders 
and college students, the 
Count said, “They are trying 
to knock us down but we get 
right up again.”

Speaking of the college stu­
dents who have been demon­
strating against segregated 
lunch counters in the South, 
Basie said it’s a “beautiful”

EBONY reporters traveled 
9,000 miles to background the 
photo story. Airmen and of­
ficers interviewed said the 
program, which began in 1949 
is working well. But they list­
ed several areas of tension. 
Love is one problem. There 
are periodic crises over Ger­
man and French women and 
Negro men. Intermarriage is 
also a sore thumb.

Most Negro officers said, 
however, that they are treated 
fairly by their white collea­
gues and commanders. Cap­
tain William King, a chaplain 
from Talladega, Alabama, put 
it this way. “The battle has 
been fought and won in here 
and nobody thinks of it any­
more. Before the integration 
program started, a man who 
was for integration had to 
be pretty shrewd to keep out

movement. “They are start­
ing a real move and I am 100 
per cent for it.”

He spoke of Congressman 
Adam Clayton Powell, now 
being tried for alleged income 
tax irregularities, as “tops” 
when it comes to leadership. 
He feels that Powell will come 
out all right because “he is 
able to take care of him­
self.”

Basie was in Washington as 
feature attraction in the “Jazz 
Jubilee” held at the Presiden­
tial Arms, which attracted 
more than 1200 persons.

"We have noted a consider­
able number of forms issued 
by various school districts 
which ask for photograph and 
the race, religion and place 
of birth of the teacher appli­
cants,” he said.

“These questions are in vio­
lation of the Michigan Fair 
Employment Practices Act.”

Routh said the commission 
is urging boards of education, 
superintendents and others 

of trouble. Now if you are engaged in teaching place- 
against it, you have to be pret- | ment to “bring their applica- 
ty shrewd to stay out of trou- tion forms into conformity 
ble." with the law.”
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Suggests Daily Break
PERKINS PHARMACYIo En Laughter

FRED PERKINS, Phm.B.Do you take time off from 
“striving to make a living" to 
have a good laugh each day?

A sense Of humor has tto be 
cultivated, according toJean- 
ne S. Moehn, extension fam­
ily life specialist with the 
University of Maryland. Most 
children are able to laugh but 
many adults take themselves 
and life too seriously.

There are many things to 
laugh about in the ordinary 
day — at yourself, things that 
happen, a slip of tongue, a 
good story — either read or 
spoken.
,Learn to laugh at yourself —• 
not at others unless they too 
can share in the fun.

If the barber or hairdresser 
gives you a too short hair 
cut, can you laugh or are you 
irritated?

Can you take good natured 
teasing even when you’re the 
butt of the joke?

A sense of humor makes the 
“funnies” funny or silly.

Laughter can be within you 
You don’t always have to 
laugh out loud.

There are times when it’s 
necessary to be serious. How­
ever, we should be able to 
lay aside everyday drudgeries 
long enough to laugh some 
each day. Many persons let 
their sense of humor diminish

to the place that they miss 
funny things in life.

It’s important to learn how 
to laugh, when to laugh and 
with whom to laugh.

A laugh a day might keep 
the doctor away. At any rate, 
you’ll be more fun to your­
self, members of your family 
and you’ll have more friends.
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DIGNITY and REVERENCE 
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Times have changed ... It 

is not we who are concerned 
over catching up with the 
economically highly develop­
ed countries, but they who are 
concerned over not lagging 
behind us.

—Frol R. Koslov, Soviet 
First Deputy Premier.
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