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in the Newark, N. J., Nat­
ional State Bank. The money 
which is invested in stocks 
and bonds, yields about $300 
monthly. But he cannot use 
it. The funds are tied up 
(until he reaches 21) under 
the administration of the 
court. And as the accounts 
grow, Cleveland “rots away 
spiritually and mentally” in 
the Virginia pen. Friends 
say he may never enjoy the 
fruits of his legacy.

Formerly lionized by cit­
izens of all ages and colors, 
Cleveland finds his friends 
have dwindled to a faithful 
two: his mother, Mrs. Beat­
rice Arnold, who now lives 
in Alexandria, Va., and the 
family lawyer, Howard Uni­

versity-trained Hugh Wat­
kins. His mother regularly 
sends him letters and an 
occassional box to “keep 
his courage" and she has 
visited him at the farm loc­
ated 72 miles south of Rich­
mond. Lawyer Watkins is 
trying desperately to inter­
est some family or institut­
ion to accept the 16-year-old 
boy when he is eligible for 
parole (September, 1960) so 
that a rehabilitation may be 
started. So far, he has been 
unsuccessful.

What happened to the 
once-ambitous Negro young­
ster?

The reasoning is simple. 
He was “lost" before the ac­
cident and his injuries (de­
spite or because of the mon­
ey) compounded his prob­
lems, according to one soc­
ial worker. Said she: “Per­
haps, race subtly entered 
into his situation, too. Re­
sources to help Negro child­
ren are very limited in the 
South and few people really 
care."

The disturbing fact still re­
mains— Here’s a youngster 
able to afford the best psy­
chiatric care who hasn’t been 
given treatment in his long 
downward fall. Behind him 
is a wretched path of petty 
crime, a history of a broken 
home, an inferiority com­
plex because of his physical 
condition, and a lack of con­
fidence.

Said another social work­

er: “Despite the bleakness of 
the case, the kid still poss­
esses the comeback qualit­
ies. Some one can reach him. 
It’s not a hopeless case."

After the accident, his 
right leg resembles a “rag 
quilt” because of skin graft­
ing operations. Eventually 
Cleveland developed a deep 
feeling of inferiority regard­
ing his appearance. He also 
limped. At school, he began 
to feel that other children 
were “better” than he and 
that they always “snickered 
and laughed” at him. His 
attendance record was poor. 
He finally was recommended 
for a psychiatric examinat­
ion. Unfortunately, his mo­
ther didn’t receive the letter 
and the boy was eventually 
asked to leave school.

Returning with his mother 
to his birthplace in Alexand­
ria, Va., Cleveland found it 
difficult to adjust to segre­
gated schools.
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UNION CITY, N.J. — Cath­
olic parents have “ducked 
their responsibility” toward 
the racial problem, according 
to Dr. John J. O’Connor, first 
national chairman of the Na­
tional Catholic Conference for 
Interracial Justice, profiled in 
the August issue of The Sign, 
national Catholic magazine, 
published here.

Dr. O'Connor, winner of the 
Edith Stein Award for out­
standing contributions to Jew- 
ish-Christian relations, asserts 
“the desegregation pace is 
far too slow and languid.”

His views will be formally 
presented in St. Louis, Mo., 
when the forty councils of 
N.C.C.I.J. hold their annual 
convention from August 25-28.

Prominent at the conven­
tion will be Ellsworth J. 
Evans, a negro school princi­
pal, who is president of the St. 
Louis Catholic Interracial 
Council, host group for the 
conclave.

Mr. Evans maintains that 
“no student will change his 
attitude toward Negroes, Jews 
or Catholics simply because a 
textbook says he must accept 
them as friends. Education 
must probe deeper, concen­
trating attention on the char­
acter development of the 
whole child.”

Also the subject of a Sign 
profile in the August issue, 
Mr. Evans is a graduate of 
Howard and Northwestern 
Universities with degrees in 
chemistry and education. He 
is past-president of the Na­
tional Pan-Hellenic Council

and a member for five years 
of the Mayor’s Council on Hu­
man Relations in St. Louis.

The aim of the N.C.C.I.J., as 
reported in The Sign, is “to 
alert the entire Catholic body 
to the gravity of the racial 
crisis."

"Yessir," said the old man, 
"I’ll be 90 tomorrow, and I 
haven’t an enemy in the 
world."

“What a beautiful thou­
ght," said his pastor.

“Yessir,” the oldster chor­
tled, “I’ve outlived them all.”

Miss Ann Mollot from Ham­
ilton, Ont., was the guest of 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Hill over the 
week-end.
=========
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NEW, SMART AND PRICED FOR 

BIG VALUE
Here’s the latest thing in luxury-light 
baggage — "Comet 60" by McBrine ! 
Contour-moulded and reinforced with 
Fiberglas. Strong, light... and the 

smartest, ever! See it today!

WEEKEND $25.00 PACKETTE $19.50
TRAIN CASE $22.50 AEROPACK $35.00 
PULLMAN $35.00
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*
From Tots to Teens we have Toggery that will send child­

ren Back-to-School with that well-dressed look.
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