
Death Row Record 
May Be Shattered

===
Reeves Going 
With Kennedy

Frank H. Reeves, Assistant 
to Senator John F. Kennedy 
and Democratic National Com­
mitteeman from the District 
of Columbia, will accompany 
Senator Kennedy on his cam­
paign tours of the South.

Pierre Salinger, Senator 
Kennedy’s press secretary, 
made this clear when ques­
tioned by newsmen on Friday. 
“We're not going to rejigger 
our staff for different regions 
of the country," Salinger said.

Senator Henry M. Jackson 
of Washington, the Chairman 
of the Democratic National 
Committee, revealed that Sen­
ator Kennedy had already 
scheduled campaign swings 
through North Carolina, Ten­
nessee and Texas. Other 
Southern tours being planned 
for the Democratic nominee 
will be announced later.

Frank Reeves is a well 
known Washington attorney 
who has handled many civil 
rights cases for the National 
Association for the Advance­
ment of Colored People.
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NEW YORK — While Caryl 
Chessman was making inter­
national headlines in his un­
successful bid for life, a New 
Orleans Negro was waging a 
similar fight against the exe­
cutioner’s hand in virtually 
complete obscurity.

Today — after more than 
seven years on the Death Row 
of Louisiana prisons—37-year- 
old Edgar Labat and his co­
defendant, Clifton Poret, are 
still fighting a grim, unpublic­
ized battle—a battle that may 
well break Chessman’s death- 
cell record.

On November 12, 1950, La­
bat was arrested in New Or­
leans and charged with assist­
ing Poret in a crime most of 
the South considers worse 
than murder—the rape of a 
white woman.

Since that time, according 
to an article in the current 
issue of Look Magazine, Labat 
has been continuously in cus­
tody. For over seven years, he 
and Poret have been in death 
cells—at present a room six- 
feet wide and 10 feet long. 
For 14 months, they were in 
solitary confinement.

They have received eight 
stays of execution, one of 
them less than three hours 
before they were to be strap­
ped in the electric chair. 
Their case has moved throu­
gh the courts a dozen times.

“Within this legal frame- 
work”, says Look writer Pe­
ter Maas, “there is a tangled 
web of strange contradict­
ions, allegations of coercion 
of witnesses and suppression

of evidence, the dramatic em. 
ergence of new testimony 
and the spector of double- 
standard justice.”

Ironically, adds Maas, 
“Labat in all liklihood would 
be a free man today had he 
accepted a proposal over 
eight years ago to plead guil­
ty to armed robbery alone.

“His lawyer frankly ad­
mits he advised Labat to take 
it if he were guilty of any 
phase of the crime. Labat 
replied, ‘I’m not guilty.”

As bits and pieces of evi­
dence mount in their favor, 
an extraordinary legal bat­
tle has swirled around Labat 
and Poret in their death 

cells.
A first appeal — to the 

Louisiana Supreme Court— 
was primarily on the ground 
of "systematic exclusion" of 
Negroes from the grand ju­
ry that indicted them.

The case has several times 
gone as far as the Uuited 
States Supreme Court and 
currently has been remand­
ed to the Federal District 
Court for Eastern Louisiana 
where lawyers G. Wjray Gill 
and Gerald Schreiber are a 
seeking a new trial on the 
grounds that Negroes were 
sysematically excluded from 
the trial jury which convict­
ed them.

“For a capital case,” says 
an expert on U. S. Supreme 
Court actions, “this is one of 
the shakiest I’ve seen”.

Waiting in his death cell, 
Labat declares: “The thing 
that keeps me from going 
crazy is the knowledge I’m 
innocent.”
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UNION
Visit the Union Gas display at the
Western Fair . ■
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Will Answer Any Questions Pertaining to the Furnishings 
In the Beautiful "Blue Star" All - Gas Home

ING

GE. 8-6123 A beautiful Kitchen equipped with - - - “Tappan” fully-automatic 
gas built-in oven surface unit.
14 cu. ft. R.C.A. Whirlpool Gas Refrigerator with automatic ice 
maker, that dispenses ice cubes automatically and individually.
Moffat Norge Gas Combination Washer and Dryer.
Roberts-Gordon Fully-Automatic Gas Furnace for comfortable 
living.
Smokeless - Odorless Automatic Switson Incinerator for clean 
living.
No. 40 Ruud Glass-Lined Water Heater for abundance rust-free 
hot water at the turn of a tap.
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Visit The Union Gas Booth
MAIN FLOOR — MANUFACTURERS BUILDING

Where live demonstrations by one of our home economists every 
afternoon and evening during Fair Week.
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MORE PEOPLE THAN EVER ARE USING NATURAL GAS

THE DAWN OF TOMORROW


