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AND SYCAMORE STS.
Mrs. C. E. Howson, 95 Glenwood 

Ave., Mrs. C. Heath and A. C. Rob­
inson appeared before the board 
with regard to the proposed Ward 
three Community Centre.

Ald. Calder seconded by Mrs. Al­
bright, moved that the city-owned 
property at the south-west corner 
of Ash and Sycamore Streets be held 
by the City for the possible enlarge­
ment of Silverwoods Park, that the 
Council be informed that it would 
not be inconsistent with park use 
to have a community centre built 
upon this property and that, if so 
desired by Council the Advisory 
Committee will give further study 
to the suitability of this and other 
sites for the erection of the propos­
ed Ward Three Community Centre. 
Adopted.
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WHY NOT ERCOGNIZE ISRAEL?
As one of the countries respons­

ible, through its support of Pales­
tine partition, for the establishment 
of the provisional government of Is­
rael, Canada has proceeded with 
perhaps too much caution in taking 
the logical next step, recognition of 
the new state. The Canadian gov­
ernment’s arguments against recog­
nition at this time may seem strong, 
but they are not strong enough to 
outweigh the fact that in the United 
Nations Canada supported the de­
cision which gave birth to a Jewish 
state in Palestine.

Canada’s chief arguments are qrst, 
that Israel is not yet a member of 
the United Nations and secondly, 
that although a truce now exists in 
the war between the Arab League 
and Israel, the situation has not clar­
ified itself sufficiently to warrant re­
cognition of Israel. For example, 
the fronntiers are not yet defined, 
serious fighting might again break 
out, Israel might be overyhelmed by 
superior forces, and the new state 
wiped out entirely.

Neither of these arguments will 
bear close examination. A number 
of countries with which Canada 
maintains formal relations are not 
members of the United Nations. Eire 
is one of these. Moreover, the fact 
that the frontiers of the new state 
are not yet set, and that war might

(Toronto Telegram, Sept. 1948)
Editor, Telegram:

Sir,—As I have spent over 25 years 
in the south as a priest of the Epis­
copal Church, while still remaining 
a Canadian citizen, may I comment 
on the experiences of an American 
reporter who spent some time in the 
southern states masquerading as a 
Negro.
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In the first place it is difficult, if 

not impossible for two races, fairly 
evenly balanced in numbers, to live 
together without major frictions de­
veloping, and that is especially true 
when the two races are of a kind 
that make assimilation a major stum­
bling block. Witness the attitude of 
California and British Columbia in 
regard to Orientals—the Japanese in 
particular. That attitude is largely 
condemned by the eastern provinces 
and states, but if an easterner took 
up residence in Vancouver or San 
Francisco I venture to say he would 
come to share the popular opinion 
of the people of those cities, and re­
sent quite keenly the criticism of 
outsiders who had no Oriental prob­
lem. I am not saying this attitude 
would be correct, but I am saying 
it is natural.
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DR. RALPH J. BUNCHE
It is interesting to note that Dr. 

Ralph J. Bunche, who has been ap­
pointed acting United Nations med­
iator in Palestine, following the as­
sassination of Count Folke Berna­
dotte, is a Detroit-born Negro.

When Dr. Bunnche was 12 years 
old his family moved to Los Angeles. 
There he became an honor student 
and star athlete at the University of 
California. After taking his mas­
ter’s and doctor’s degrees at Harvard 
he became professor of political sci­
ence at Howard University in Wash­
ington.

Appointed to the U.S. State De­
partment in 1944, Dr. Bunche was 
active in the formulation of the Un­
ited Nations organization at Dum­
barton Oaks and the San Francisco 
conference. When the U.N. set up 
a secretarial in Palestine in Decem­
ber, 1947, he was placed in charge 
of it.

The task to which Dr. Bunche 
succeeds is a tough and thankless 
one, as evidenced by the murder of 
Count Bernadotte. That he will 
perform it to the credit of his coun­
try and his race may be confidently 
predicted on the strength of his re­
cord of past public service in his 
homeland. —St. Thomas Times-Jour­
nal.
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destroy it altogether, has been true 
of other countries which Canada re­
cognized. Eire, again, is an example, 
with the question of the frontier and 
partition still a live issue. Italy is 
another; the loss of Trieste and the 
colonies has by no means been per­
manently accepted by the Italians. 
And who can with certainty des­
cribe the boundaries within which 
the government of China holds sway 
or forecast how long that govern­
ment will last? Further, without 
the intervention of the United Na­
tions, is there any small country 
surrounded by large neighbors, as is 
Israel, which is not in danger of de­
struction?

On the other hand, if Canada’s ex­
ternal affairs department is taking 
its lead from the British foreign of­
fice (which has advanced similar ar­
guments against recognizing Israel 
at this juncture) a reconsideration 
of our stand might well be timely. 
In view of the results of British pol­
icy in the Middle East, which Mr. 
Winston Churchill himself has crit­
icized for its “ineptitude,” it is doubt 
ful whether we have a great deal to 
learn from the “experts” in White­
hall. Their views and policies are 
neither sacred nor all-wise, and the 
record indicates that all they have 
been able to accomplish in the Mid­
dle East is to embitter everyone con­
cerned against Britain. Britain and 
the Commonwealth have been done 
a disservice by these “experts, and

Now the Oriental, while he cannot 
be assimilated, is yet a member of a 
race whose intelligence is as great 
as the Anglo-Saxons and such is not 
the case with Negroes. There are of 
course outstanding members of the 
race—Marion Anderson, Booker T. 
Washington, George Washington Car 
ver, etc., but the Negroes on the 
whole are a primitive people as any­
one is aware who knows them well, 
and is very fond of them—as I do 
and am. They have made great 
strides in the last half century and 
I am sure as a race have a real fu­
ture, but I am not discussing what 
they will be centuries hence, but 
what they are now, which is quite a 
different matter.
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So, the south has a race problem. 
It would have been a difficult one 
to handle under any circumstances. 
It was made doubly difficult by the 
Civil War, and the terrible recon­
struction period which followed it. 
If there had been no war between 
the states, slavery would have died 
out naturally before the close of the 
century as it did in Brazil for it was 
not an economical system. There 
would have been no bitterness en­
gendered and there would have been 
no carpet bag and Negro Rule, re­
gime, from which latter much of the 
bitterness of the white south is de­
rived.
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A. E. KEOUGHBIASED PASSPORT FORM
BLAMED BY U.S. BUREAU

WASHINGTON, Oct. 13 — After 
protest by Leslie Perry, Washington 
Bureau, NAACP, the U.S. Bureau of 
Immigration and Naturalization has 
abolished the practice of reserving 
the passport designation “American” 
for white citizens alone while re­
quiring Negro Americans to desig­
nate themselves as “black.”

The Bureau had sent out the fol­
lowing instruction for forms re­
quired of all Americans seeking for­
eign travel:

“Native-born citizens of the Unit­
ed States of all Caucasian or white 
races, departing for permanent resi­
dence in a foreign country, should 
be recorded by race as ‘American’.

Other native-born citizens of the 
United States, viz: African (black), 
Chinese, Japanese . . . should be 
classed under their respective desig­
nations.”

In a recent letter to Mr. Perry, the 
Deputy Commissioner of the Bureau 
of Immigration, John Boyd, wrote:

“You are advised that this form 
together with the above-mentioned
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IS YOUR STUCCO HOMEIt would, I am sure, be much bet­
ter to let the south handle its own 
problem. Contrary to general opin­
ion there is a deep affection between 
the Negro and southern white as in­
dividuals. White people feel resp­
onsible for their care in a way which 
would be quite incomprehensible to 
a northerner. I recall on one occa­
sion the old colored woman who 
came in each week to give our rec­
tory a cleaning, took sick. I did not 
hear about it for several days, but 
when the news reached me, my wife 
acked a basket to take round to her. 
Instead of gratitude, however, I got 
a fine dressing down. It was about 
time I came round to see her. Hadn’t 
I known she’d been sick most a week 
All her other white folks had been 
in long ago, etc., etc. I had quite a 
time to make my peace.

foreign policy makers areif our own
advice, they shouldfollowing their

AN OLD SOAK ?by this time know better.
About the best that can be said of 

Canada’s hesitation to recognize Is­
rael is that it is a “safe” policy. But 
it is neither logical nor courageous. Dry up those damp 
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Remove every trace of ugly 
water stain with Bondex—it 
beautifies as it weatherproofs. 
The way to make your home 
look young again. Bondex is

COMMITTEE TO FETE
US NEGRO LABOR LEADER

The Montreal Labor Committee 
Against Racial Intolerance will ten­
der a lunceon to Lillard S. Towns­
end of Chicago at 1 p.m. Monday at 
the LaSalle Hotel. Mr. Townsend, 
well-known Negro labor leader in 
the U.S., is international president of
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Get your BONDEX color card from...COLORED VOTES
Four million Negroes, nearly four

the United Transport Service Em­
ployees.

Among those present will be O. 
Renaud, president of the Montreal 
Trades and Labor Council; W. J. 
Smith, president of the Montreal 
Labor Council; M. Rubinstein, presi­
dent of the Jewish Labor Committee; 
B. Shane, Jean Marchand, H. A. 
Reiff, M. Silcoff, C. Jodoin, S. Linds, 
R. M. Bennett, P. Pichette, K. Kap- 
lansky and Romeo Girard.

times as many as voted in 1944, will 
take part in the presidential elec­
tions in the United States, this fall. At 
that the situation leaves plenty of 
room for sardonic reference to the 
alleged “land of the free.” Despite 
pious proclamations, men are a long 
way from being either born equal 
or treated as such —Brantford Ex­
positor.
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Most of the criticisms of your re­
porter are true enough. Things are 
very far from ideal, but the southern 
white man realizes it, and matters 
are changing for the better and rap­
idly. There is a wonderful improve­
ment in the present status compared 
to the time I vrst took up residence 
in the South.
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