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might so well have in America. Lat­
er, when serving in the Army over­
seas, I was impressed by Negro read­
iness to serve the country which, in 
some respects, promised so little to 
them. After the war in Washingtori 
I occasionally spoke at the local Ne- 
gro high schools and at Howard Un­
iversity. Every time I saw the ser­
ious, intelligent faces of the students, 
I felt again how imperative it is to 
end this wretched business .of dis­
crimination and to make America 
truly a land of opportunity for all.

One hundred and twenty-eight 
years ago John Quincy Adams called 
Negro bondage “the great and foul 
stain upon the North American Un-
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HOW I BECAME INTERESTED 
IN RACIAL JUSTICE'

By Samuel Goldwyn
The title of this series of articles, 

is, in a sense, a reflection of a tragic 
state of aqairs. For it carries the 
truthful implication that there are 
many people of good will who have 
not always been interested in racial 
justice. It brings out all to cleariy 
the fact that such a feeling may have 
been dormant within many of us 
until aroused to action by some spe­
cific catalyst.

We all know that injustice and in­
tolerance flourish best in surround­
ings of ignorance and prejudice, but 
we must also realize that indiffer­
ence to the effects of conditions bas­
ed solely on differences of race can 
be almost as dangerous as active 
persecution of the victims.

If we sit idly by when fellow Am­
ericans, because of their color or 
creed or origin, are discriminated 
against in employment opportunities 
in educational facilities, in housing, 
in the right to vote, in the right to 
“Freedom from fear," then we are 
really participating in these denials 
of rights. Because failure to fight 
against the evils of intolerance is— 
in its effect—the equivalent of con­
doning such injustices.

It would be impossible for me to 
date the beginnings of my interest 
in racial justice, for this is a belief 
which has been virtually instinctive 
with me. It goes hand in hand with 
a recognition of the dignity and self- 
respect that is the rightful heritage 
of every individual who has not cast 
them aside, and the obligation to
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by Agnes E. Meyer

...My first comprehensive insight in­
to the social injustices meted out to | 
the Negro in our country came to me 
during the second World War while 
I was studying the impact of our 
industrial mobilization upon family 
life. In every war centre the hard- 
shiips endured by the white popula­
tion were bad enough but for the 
Negro they were doubled and treb­
led, whether it was a question of 
health, housing, food or education.

The frightful neglect of the war 
workers, whether Negro or white, 
was due to the fact that our badly 
organized community services broke 
down and that our Federal, State,
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not geared to function efficiently.
In trying to remedy these basic 

weaknesses of our social structure I 
have never isolated the problems of 
our Negro fellow citizens except to 
see that their needs are given special 
consideration in drawing up legisla­
tion, in planning new facilities, or in 
the measures being taken all over 
the country for better integration 
of local community services.

For I am convinced that the nor­
mal, natural functioning of the Ne­
gro in our society cannot be ach­
ieved through superficial means 
such as race relations committees 
and the endless talg in which they
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WE DELIVERdissipate their energies. I believe 
that we Americans can know and 
understand and respect each othei 
only if we work together shoulder 
to shoulder to solve our social prob­
lems. That is why my endeavours 
are directed toward stabilizing com­
munity and family life and toward 
creating a society in which the in­
dividual can function as a partici­
pating citizen to bring about the 
common good. If people could once 
more feel firm ground under their 
feet; if they had decent housing, 
good schools and a chance to bring 
up their children in health and hap­
piness, mosts of our post-war ten­
sions would be softened.

In all of these efforts to accelerate 
social progress throughout our coun­
try, I find a very general awareness 
that the disadvantages from which 
the Negro has suffered in the past

RETAIL STORE 359—361 TALBOT STrespect his rights as a human being 
and a fellow member of society.

I would be less than candid if I 
did not sa frankly that there have 
been times when my interest was 
more passive than active, but the 
fact is that it has always been ab­
horrent to me that a person’s race 
or color should be a factor in his 
right to live a life on a plane of full 
equality with his fellow men. I feel 
strongly that there is no more im­
portant task before us in this coun­
try—and in fact, in the world at 
large — than that we strive to bring 
into reality the letter and the spirit 
of Article 55 of the United Nations 
Charter which provides that the Un­
ited Nations shall promote “univer­
sal respect for and observance of 
human rights and fundamental free­
doms for all without distinction as 
to race, sex, language or religion.”

* * *
by Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr.

Having been reared in an atmos­
phere of liberalism, I have always 
been more or less aware of questions 
of racial justice. But the horror of 
the situation did not burst upon me 
with full impact until the early years 
of the war.

In 1942 the Office of War Infor­
mation sent me on a tour of Army 
camps in the South. This was part 
of a coast-to-coast survey to invest­
igate the wildly exaggerated rumors 
about drinking conditions around 
Army camps. I had never been in 
the South before for a very extended
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abroad in the land. The whole bat­
tle of equal rights has not been won. 
But the signs are manifold that a 
new day is dawning.
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NEW YORK — (AP) — The New 
York Afe, one of the oldest Negro 
newspapers in the United States, has 
been purchased by an Englishman 
who says he wants to “improve the 
lot of the Negro in particular and 
of minority groups in general.”

The buyer is Richard Bourne-Van- 
neck of London who said his wife 
is of Negro parentage.
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and I had never before seenperiod,
and hopeless conditionsthe miserable

in the Negro sections of Southern 
towns. As I went through these sec­
tions with the Military Police, I re­
alized for the first time the sense of 
bitterness and despair which a Negro
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