
THE DAWN OF TO-MORROW

:TWO NEW ORLEANS MEN 
WERE FIRST NEGRO 
MILLIONAIRES
As far back as the halcyon days 

of King Solomon and Egypt’s Phar­
aohs, there have been fabulously 
wealthy Negroes.

One of the first in America was 
sea captain Paul Cuffe who built 
up a small fortune at ah early age 
with a fleet of sailing ships that 
plied the Atlantic between Boston, 
the West Indies and England. When 
he died in 1817, he left an estate of 
$20,000. There is a granite mem­
orial to him at Westport, Mass.

Before the Civil War, Negroes 
were counted among rich plantation 
owners, both free-born and freedom 
bought. Louisiana led all other 
states in black planter aristocracy. 
When Martin Donate died in 1848, 
he owned 89 slaves as well as notes 
and mortgages valued at $46,000. 
The free Negroes of Charleston on 
the eve of the war possessed a mil­
lion in real estate and nearly 4,000 
slaves. The finest, hotel in town was 
owned by free Jehu Jones.

Two New Orleans men were prob­
ably the first Negro millionaires in 
America. Francois Delacroix bought 
his freedom for $2,000, became a tai­
lor and amassed amazing wealth in 
seven figures. Catholic Thomy La­
fon, a free Negro money lender of 
French-Haitian blood, became a mil­
lionaire from his operations that 
started in a grocery store. He gave 
away a fortune during his lifetime, 
left a half million to religious and 
educational institutions, mostly white 

Not all the wealthy Negroes of the 
19th Century were in the South, 
however. The richest was a Phila­
delphia Negro, Co. John McKee, 

|whose name recently gained front 
|page prominence when his grandson 
quit “passing” as a Wall Street Law- 

Iyer and went into court to claim the 
trust fund of $800,000 left by Mc- 

Kee. However, the 67-year-old at­
torney died before the courts could 

settle his claim.
| The original Colonel McKee left 
$2,000,000 whén he died in 1902. He 
was a Virginia Negro, born free, 
who was apprenticed to a bricklay­
er at an early age. Later he went 
to Philadelphia to work in a livery 
stable and then a restaurant. After 

marrying his employer’s daughter 
and taking over the business, he be­
gan to dabble in real estate. He ran 
up a fortune by providing homes in 
Philadelphia for migrating Negroes 
in exchange for property owned by 
them in the South. One such trans­
action netted him lands rich in soft 
coal. With the money he made on 
his Southern real estate, he invest- 

ed in property in the North and at 
one time was supposed to have own­
ed 1,000,000 acres of land. At the 
time of his death, his property in­
cluded 400 Philadelphia houses and 
20,000 acres in Steuben County, New 
York. He was founder and owner of 
McKee City, New Jersey (which still 
exists today with a population of 
185).

GET THE FINEST :
A M-A-R-C-O-NI Radio

on
ND

BUY TICKETS“THE WORLD’S FINEST HOME 
RECORDING INSTRUMENT

MODEL 6B45
Eight tubes. Makes records from boilt-in 
radio or miirophone. Automatic record 
changer in slide-out drawer. Crystal 
microphone and cutting head. Crystal 
pick-up with replaceable needle. Electron 
ray tuning and recording volume indicat­
or. Shock mounted turntable assembly 
with heavy duty motor. Lightweight 
tone arm with spring-action needle.

PRICED $375.00

See these NEW RECORDIO'S
AT OUR DEALERS

MARCONI DEALERS IN LONDON

and 
$ ■7. 

XRIDE REGULARLY‘I

X :1st
for all

USSES Mattinson’s Radio & Electric
Service

Peckham Electric Store
Stallard & Ryall
Walsh Electric
Westside Radio Electric

Bevis Refrigeration Service
Gladstone Radio & Appliance 

Shop
Hale Electric
Harvey Radio
Jackson Radio Service 
Lighthouse Electric Co.

‘

S. E. MOXLEY, 
Secretary
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Shoes for the Whole Family at

Lowest Prices in Western Ontario
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Prepare Your Lawn Now
Early Spring is the Best Time to Plan your Lawn 

MIDDLESEX NO. 1 LAWN SEED —- 60c IB.
We Recommend 1 lb. of Seed per 200 square feet.

FERTILIZERS
$4.50 cwt. WIZARD
$2.50 cwt. SHEEP MANURE 
$3.90 cwt.

VIGORO 
GARDENITE
MIL ORGANITE

$3.25 cwt.

SPECIAL—We recommend National Garden and Lawn Fertilizer $3.50 cwt.

Full Line Garden Cultivators — Hoes — Rakes — Forks 
Lawnmowers — Garden Hose — Trowels

VEGEABLE and GARDEN SEED — In Bulk or Packet

Middlesex Seed Company LONDON NOTES
Sunday, July 3rd, Mr. James 

Brook chartered a bus which carried 
a number of Londoners to Brant­
ford for the annual sessions of the 
B.M.E. Conference.

A refreshing swim in sparkling waters
LONDON, ONT.359—361 TALBOT ST.

AT GEORGIAN BAYPhone Met. 5480

From Owen Sound, “the Scenic 
City"—to Parry Sound, Geor­
gian Bay offers many attractions 
for a family vacation. There's fun 
for everyone on famed Wasaga 
Beach. For the sportsman—there’s 
trout, bass, pike and land-locked 
salmon fishing in Lake Huron and 
numerous inland lakes and streams. 
For the canoeist—exciting trips 
to the 30,000 Islands and the

Indian reservation on Christian 
Island. It’s a day’s easy driving 
from Southern Ontario cities to 
Georgian Bay by highways 21, 26, 
11, 12 and 69. Also regular train 
and bus service. Write the Board 
of Trade, Owen Sound, or Infor­
mation Bureau, Box 107, Parry 
Sound, Ont., for full details of 
places to visit and tilings to do in 
the district.

PLEASE London delegates to the B.M.E. 
Conference were: Mrs. S. Johnson, 
Mr. G. Donaldson and Garnet Brooks 
At this conference Mr. G. Donaldson 
was ordained and assigned to a post 
in Owen Sound. Mr. Clarence John­
son was given the position of assist­
ant to Rev. J. H. Johnson.

Return Your Hangers 
with Your Dry Cleaning

The shortage of steel has made it impossible for our suppliers 

to furnish us with the new hangers for the present. Will you help?

PARISIAN LAUNDRY
AND DRY CLEANERS LIMITED

PHONE MET. 8282 75 DUNDAS ST.

In Ontario we have a holiday 
paradise... let’s do all we 
can to encourage visitors from 
across the border. Published 
in support of the tourist busi­
ness by John Labatt Limited.

Mr. William Myers of Toronto was 
a guest at the Jenkins-Howson home 
for the week end.

Mrs. Parker accompanied by her 
daughted, Mrs. B. Allen, of Toronto 
has been visiting friends and rela­
tives in London recently.

BREWERS SINCE 1832

LET'S MAKE THEM WANT TO COME BACK!
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