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a heart ailment. He died at 
North Shore Hospital in the 
Long Island community ofFamed U.S. Folksinger Dies

His fame brought him en­
gagements at such New York daughters, 
clubs as Cafe Society and the and Judy were
Blue Angel and he reached Funeral arrangements were 
the height of his popularity incomplete.

Manhasset-
In addition to Josh Jr., and 

Beverly, he is survived by his 
widow, Carol and three other 

Bunny. Carolynfrom blues to ballads, work to understand it. But the mus- 
from to spirituals—all deliv-ic — the songs and the guit 1 
"red in a smooth baritonear somehow they made up for 
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The chest He often smoked be- country as the Singing Christ- 
tween numbers, placing the ian. Chain Gang Al- 
lighted cigarette Behind the bum at the start of the See- 
His best known songs in-ond World War he became =======

Folksinger Harry Bellafon- when their guards walked te, appearing in Las Vegas, down the road aways, out of 
said when informed of White s hearing," White once explain- 
death: .,ed “I wanted to try to set

"I can’t ten you how sad 1 them down." 
am. I spent many, many 

hours with him in the years 
of my early development He 
had a profound influence on 
my style. At the time I came 
along he was the only popular 
black folksinger and through 
his artistry exposed America 
to a wealth of material about 
the life and the conditions of 
black people that had not 
been sung by any other art­
ist."

White was born in Green- 
ville, S.C., the son of a Bapt­
ist minister. His mother nam­
ed him Joshua in the hope 
that he would become a prea­
cher. ...

“Fraid I’ve disappointed

New York — Folksinger 
Josh White, whose sophisti­
cated renditions of rural blues 
found favour in urban cab­
arets, died Friday while un­
dergoing heart surgery. He 
was 61.

in the 1940’s. . -----
In North Hollywood, Calif.,

jazz expert Leonard Feather • 
said of White: "He was one 
of the first folksingers to • 
really bring that primitive id- 
iom to the attention of the • 
white public ... to broaden 
the scope of the music and 
bring it out of the ghetto • 
and into the class nightclubs.” v

In later years White toured •
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White was one of the first 
folksingers to appear in night- 
clubs. His repertory ranged
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the college concert circuit, of­
ten performing with his son. • 
Josh White Jr., and daughter 
Mrs. Beverly Saunders.

White, who lived in New 
York City, had been inactive1 • 
for the last three years with
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her," White once said.
“Preachers have to know 

an awful lot. I never got be- 
yond the sixth grade."

He was seven years old 
when he helped a blind Na- 
gro singer home and the sing- 
er subsequently asked Joshs 
mother if the boy could take 
him to Florida for the wint-

“My mother believed that 
to lead the blind would be do­
ing God’s work," White ex­
plained “But to a kid — well, 
it promised fun, adventure 
and no regular school, day in 
and day out- And I’d always 
been crazy about music.”

The early travels were not 
all that much fun, he recall­
ed.

“Roaming the roads, never 
certain where I’d sleep, and 
almost always hungery. I 

= heard plenty of bad talk, too, 
and at first I was too young
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EARNED $2 MILLION IN RING — Kid Gavilan, former 
welterweight boxing champion, who earned $2 million in 
the ring, right, said Tuesday he had accepted a $5,000- 
a-year-job as a youth director with theh Tampa Model 
Cities’ program. Here, he looks over a prospectus with 
Louis Jones, his new boss.Needham
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