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NEGRO'S PART IN
AMERICAN HISTORY

estimated population of 120,

States today,

Of the
000,000 in the
about 12,000,000 are of Aflrican

United
des-
cent, or approximately onc in ten.
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For more than  two hundred years
the great majority of the American
Negrces were in slavery, Q condition
which for generations was & disturd
ing factor in American life, culmin-

ine in the War of 1861-65. The
lonz controve over slavery and
the difficulties of political reconstruc-

tion follewing the War loom so large
in American life that our histories,
for the most part, show us the Negro
.nly as a semi-savage slave, or as an

illiterate, dangerous freedman, in ei-
ther case Qa liability rather than an
asset.

The purpose ol this study is to turn
the picture round and see if there be
not ancther_ side to it—to inquire
whether the Negro has any creditable

in America’s history or made any
worthy c( niribution to its progress.
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