life on either side, is one of the marvels
and miracles of our early West. So high
was the old chieftain’s regard for the
Mounted Police under Major Walsh that
he said they were not men but devils. In
return the police dubbed themselves Sit-
ting Bull’s Angels.

The end of the famed old warrior of the
plains was as stormy and as violent as his
life. He had been making some trouble,
assigned, or one might say banished to the
Standing Rock Agency, and the ar-
my finally decided to place him under
arrest. Buffalo Bill (Col. W. F. Cody), in
whose Wild West Show Sitting Bull had
starred for one summer, thought this an
opportunity to gain a little more prestige,
since both of them had got along well
together, and asked to be allowed to make
the arrest. Cody, however, was sent off on
a false journey and some Sioux Indian
police were assigned to make the arrest.

Early in the morning of December 15,
1890, the Sioux police, under a Lieut.
Bullhead, entered Sitting Bull’s log cabin
and dragged the old chief from his bed.
“Catch the Bear”, leader of Sitting Bull’s
bodyguard, hated Lieut. Bullhead, and as
soon as he could discern him in the dim
light, he shot him down. As Bullhead fell
he fired at Sitting Bull. At the same mo-
ment Red Tomahawk shot the chief in the

back of the head. Sitting Bull was dead
before he struck the ground. A hand-to-
hand struggle then ensued and, in a few
moments, twelve were dead and three
were wounded. So ended the career of this
mighty chief of the plains, a victim of the
onward march of white settlement. But
this has been dealt with so many times
before that it is unnecessary to do so here.
We can leave the old chief to the verdict of
history, and history will be good to him.

Dr. Shepherd has been associated with
the RCMP for many years, and worked
closely with Commissioner Stuart Taylor
Wood in the purchase of the site for Fort
Walsh. In fact, it was Commissioner Wood
who encouraged Dr. Shepherd to write the
story of Sitting Bull, and gave him access to
some of the history of the Force to enable
him to do it.

Dr. Shepherd is Curator of the Western
Development Museum in Saskatoon, and is
considered to be one of the leading experts
in Western Canadian history. At 88, he is
still writing and his expertise is frequently
sought (most recently by Reader’s Digest),
to verify the authenticity of historical ar-
ticles. He has published two books dealing
with the homesteading days of
Saskatchewan, ““West of Yesterday and
“Brave Heritage”. Ed.
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