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that military 

could not pos-

Thto writer count* upon steady Allied 
gains in the spring, because the British 
anî French will be able to give the Rus
sian* that co-operation which was lack-

the constriction continued. While the 
®en-of-war held the «cas, the Naviga_ 
tion Act, a* I have already recalled, 
passed. At first it seemed as though it 
wanld do u* more injury than our op 

•Bdnento. But the statesmanship „f 
Cromwell was not wrong. The country 
live* on the sea, and any maritime law 
which it passes has behind it tremendous 
force for that very reason. No nation 
can prosper without our goodwill; any
nation which we ostracise is doomed."

z * * *
Senator Hoke Smith, of Georgia, who 

says that “the commercial rights of 
United States citizens are trampled under 
foot” by Great Britain; either does n<rf 
read the trade returns made public by 
the government at Washington or else he 
ignores them. These returns, it has 
many times been pointed out, show 
that since the war began there has 
been an enormous increase inAmer- 
Ican trade • with Europe.
Smith was sharpjy rebuked in the] 
Senate yesterday by Senator William,, 
who in condemning Germany’s piratical 
warfare declared that his people were not 
ready to “put cotton and human life on 
the same basis."

Lt°‘“"

Mm.

b«k s littk, but it la 
ig his own blood back 
reeks through one door,

largely of carrying on the way by pushes the wail 
voting supplies, devising new sources of still there, dash 
revenue to meet war expenditure, and in his face. He 
making sure that the money voted Is, but there is ano 
property spent” tal strain of such a

Office placed implicit trust in these men. 
If that trust was misplaced; if contracts 
were awarded to associates of the mem
bers of the committee at prices which 
were Notoriously excessive; if middle
men who had no facilities whatsoever for 
the making of projectiles were ' given 
orders which they peddled about the 
country and sublet at prices giving huge 
rake-off profits, the people of Canada are

__  ... . I . L morally if not also legally responsible
“The relative positions of the opposing (or the wasting of millions of dollars 

armies has tremendously changed for the sorely needed for the legitimate expenses 
better so far as strength is concerned; of the war.
the year 19X6. will see a demonstration of »°st European cowries men
... .. . ... guilty of the offences definitely chargedthis fact m the wresting from the enemy Bgainst specifted individuals by Dr.
of many, if not all, of the trophies of the Parley wotia be sent to jail with the 
surprise attack he made in 1914.”
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but
tawa Citisen has conducted a regular 
campaign in condemnation of the con
duct of the old shell committee; and has 
demanded that its operations be made 
known fully to the public.

The force of these demands is in no 
sense diminished by the fact that there 
are Liberal manufacturers Who are mak
ing shells. These manufacturers secured 
contracts because they had the plants to 
handle the business, and while govern
ment partisans, speak of contracts given 
to some Liberal manufacturers as though 
the fact was-extraordinary, the truth is 
that the government, knowing how 
pressing tKe demand was for the speedy 
manufacture of munitions, coujd scarce
ly have afforded to deny orders to prop
erly equipped plants because they hap
pened to be owned by Liberals, and par
ticularly at a time when the old Shell 
committee was giving orders for shells 
of all sorts of people, some of whom had 
neither plants nor capital but were mere
ly expecting to pass these prders along 
and collect as large a commission as they 
could out. of the transaction.
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ing last summer;id. The 
is as severe as Censervative M. P. “Exp 

How He Got a War Cc 
Without a Plant to Fut

physical, t Next summer, if RussiatheIn other words, there should be no 
difficulty in avoiding an election if both 
parties in the House of Commons do 
their duty. The Canadian people do not 
want an election. They want the prose
cution of the war to be placed in the 
forefront as the paramount issue. It if 
by no means necessary, in these dreum-

wtoes

Is Frederick Palmer right? The 
mer campaign must answer. Prediction 
in advance of the event is only predic
tion, of course. This is to be said, how
ever; He is experienced to war. **- 
was with Kuroki throughout the Japa
nese campaign In Manchuria. He spent 

demand satisfactory information con- m<mthg ^ the British and French 
cemlng all expenditures, and to guard 
itself and the country against revolu
tionary legislation of a partisan char
acter.

begin to

\utmost promptitude. In Canada there 
should be at least an opportunity for 
bringing out the truth before a Parlia- 

Fredcrick Palmer makes it known that mentary committee. The contrast be- 
there is a great difference between the tween the methods of shell manufacture 
letters written to friends at home by ,°Uo''re5? the Dominion and in
g™ «a™ .1», — » : rsrssd
the British and French armies. ] M ln Canada, 16 greatly to the discredit

Germany, he says, insists that she isjof the Dominion. The Federal Govern- 
wtoning. “She tells her people that ment of the Commonwealth tackled the 
she is. But have you ever looked through. Problem so wholeheartedly and
«* - -p- - - M«m zf
by French or British soldiers,'or of let- now being delivered at actual cost.” 
ters from their relatives at home, which j Thege quotatlons from representative 
suggested any thought of yielding? z Yet newgpaperg ghow how ,dle ls-the pl#n of 
with every batch of German prisoners thc more „treme govemment organs
captured scores of such letters are found .. . . . ’ .... ., ” ,TL which “* trying to whistle the whole

, B . ■ question down the wind and dispose of
are showing the strain. Their efficiency ... . , „ ,. , . , , - , „ it by personal abuse of Dr. Pugsley.is decreasing; that of France and Eng- ; ' . . ,, . . \
land increasing” The government should let the country

Mr. Palmer expects a German offensive ! *“T h°W “0neyT“ ^ ,Fall"re
to grant a free parliamentary inquiry

I will only confirm public suspicion with
regard to shells and other expenditures.

Jan.' 21—The opposit 
-• srejeNlt investigation into the st 

Sam Hughes’ defuS 
ittee was again pressed in t) 

mons today by Hon. Charles 1 
and O. Turgeon.

As a prelude there was the 
of a Conservative member, B. I 
burn, Of Prince Edward, who ei 
his position in connection with 1 
munitions contract awarded to 1 
by the shell» committee, as critic 
Wednesday by Hon. Dr. Pugsley 

Mr Hepburn explained that t 
son he secured the contract w 
necessarily because I was a me; 
parliament, but because General} 
had knowledge that any contract 
dertook would be carried out. 
contract was taken, Mr. Hepbs 
ceeded, at a price in the fixing 0 
he had nothing to say. It was tl 
dard price at which shells wer 
purchased by the committee. : 
found, the member for Prince ; 
explained, that the contract coulc 
carried out economically at his 
plant. For this reason it whs tra 
to Montreal.

Mr. Hepburn added that althc 
pjeton firm was in the lumber J 
they were unsuccessful in securto 
tract for shell boxes. He resent 
he believed was Dr. Pugsley’s 
tion that he had done anything 
est or dishonorable.” Mr. HepbUl 
that he knew of nothing that p 
a member of parliament being, a 
or shareholder of a company wl 
a contract with the imperial govi 
In fact, he declared there was 
considerable number of 
members of parliament belongb 
parties who were directors, offi 
or shareholders of companies w 
ed such contracts.”

tlstances, that the opposition should be 
asked to forego its duty and its . right to COl

armies in the present war. He has seen 
our armies at the front, and the re
serves and preparations behind them. 
He has seen the German machine in 
action. He has studied both sides, to 
victory and in defeat. There is a say
ing that one man’s guess is as good as 
the next man’s. Frederick Palmer’s 

American war correspondent, Just pub- should be a whole lot better, 
lished by Collier’s Weekly. Mr. Palmer 
says that if one considered only the map 
of Europe it would appear that Ger
many is winning, but that if one looks 
at a map of the world, and takes all of of milk from the United States to Ger

many and Austria to pass its blockade. 
They draw a pathetic picture of starv
ing babies and express surprise that 
any nation could be so cruel as to “in
flict the punishment of war” upon the 
helpless infants of its enemies. They 
make no mention of the German butch
ery of the tiàbes of "Belgium and Serbia; 
they pass over the massacre of the inno
cent children on the Lusitania; they 
do not even recall thé methods adopted 
by Germany to Starve the French child
ren in the Franco-Prussian war. These 
big-héàrted men think only of the pres
ent when France refuses to allow milk 
to be sent to the German babies, to take 
.the place of that commandeered hy the 
mtiftary authorities for their own use.

But their ravings will not increase the 
enemies of France throughout the ncu-

Senator
with

VAR COMMENT.
“Is Germany Winning?" is the title of 

an article by Frederick Palmer, theAn investigation such as Dr. Pugsley 
demands cannot possibly interfere with 
the rapid manufacture of shells and 
other supplies to Canada now, and the 
information which would be secured by 
a parliamentary investigating committee 
would be of no more use to the enemy 
than would the facts made public by the 
Davidson commission regarding the trad
ing to aged and re-painted horses and 
other transactions of a similar character.

The government may refuse to author
ise a parliamentary inquiry, but even if 
it does so its refusal will be recorded to 
.the face of widespread public knowledge 
that very grave evils have existed. By 
granting the inquiry the government 
would simply show its willingness to 
permit the taxpayers of the country to 
know what Hus been going on, and its 
determination to guard future contracts 
and .purchases zagainst the very condi
tions which, though on^y partially dis
closed, have caused a great scandal 
throughout Canada.

* * *

Mr. R unciman has said on more than 
one occasion that commercially Germany 
is already beaten, and he is urging all 
of the Allies to take steps to prevent her 
from regaining her foreign trade which 
has been completely ruined by'the war. 
In this connection the London Daily 
Nerfs refers to the union, under all trials, 
of the Entente after nineteen months of 

.fighting; The News urges still greater 
co-ordination of effort among the Allie-, 
and says:
,“ln aim and in enthusiasm they have 

already proved themselves indissolubly 
united. That is more important than 
any one fact to the war, except the Brit
ish command of the sea; for unless and 
until that unity is shaken, the ultimate 
Defeat of Germany is certain and in
evitable."

fmMGPwStlS Beupnpti 
and $6e $ttrs

GERMANY AND BABIES, 
German statesmen have had much to 

say With respect to the refusal of the 
French govemment to permit shipments
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in the spring; but he has no,faith in-tts 
success. He believes that Germany nrill 
throw itself to vain against the Allies' 
lines in the West, and that the summer 
will find a line of Allied steel across 
Germany’s path to the Balkans as well 
as in Russia. He asks what will be 
the effect upon German public sentiment 
when it is found that thé German com
manders, unable to make headway 
against the enemy, are compelled .to use 
the German railroad system for hurry
ing divisions first in this direction and 
then in that in an attempt to check a 
combined offensive of the Allies. He 
answers his own question' by asking 
what < would have been the effect of 
Japanese sentiment if the Russians had 
held out for another year. Germany he 
says “must win to some kind of a de
cisive victory at arms—or lose: must 
succeed in wearing down the Allies’ re
sources and men by attrition instead of 
the Allies wearing down her.” He is 
convinced that Germany can not do 
either, because in the spring she Will be 
confronted by superior forces on all 
fronts, forces which have vast and still 
growing resources behind them.

the circumstances into consideration, 
Germany is not winning. He predicts 
that Germany will be beaten before the 
first of November, 1916. He says:

THE WAR.
Constantine of Greece shows the cloven 

hoof more plainly than ever to an in
terview given to 
Press for American consumption. A 
reassuring circumstance is found, how
ever, jn the Allies’ tightening hold upon 
Constantine’s territory. French and 
British were to some extent at the mercy 
of Greece a few weeks ago. It is not 
so today. And the German attack upop 
Saloniki hangs fire.

Montenegro, which Berlin and Vienna 
reported to be surrendering to their 
arms, is still in the field, and fighting, 
thus giving new proof of that country’s 
mighty heroism, and spurring the' Allies 
on to do what is still possible, to give 
the Montenegrin armjj relief.

The battle in the Tigris valley for the 
relief of the British force at Kut-el- 
Amara still goes on. Having fought hie 
way to within a few miles of the be
leaguered town, General Aylmer appeared 
at last accounts tcrfbe on the eve of suc
cess, but decisive news lags. Fighting 
in ihat theatre must have been desperate 
of late. The size of the'relief expedition 
is not known, but evidently It is for
midable, and no doubt further reinforce
ments are on their way up the river.

Russian progress—“the stupefying re
covery of the Russians”, as one German 
leadet called'it—is having an excellent 

’effect in Roumanie, according to late re
ports from that cautious conn try. Fear 

- of Bulgarian ascendancy also operates, 
powerfully at Bucharest The Rooms- titude ought not to be understood as to 
nian newspapers continue to warn the any way committing the opposition to 
country thçt Teutonic victory would approval of the waste, the excess profits, 

Roumania’s ruip, and -that of the commissions, and the other means
of devouring public money the existence 

As the height of winter renders figift- of which is well known all over the 
ing on the western front intermittent, country.
the world looks ahead to the spring of- Eveyy loyal citisen- of Canada—and 
/ensive of the British and French on one fortunately that means the whole popu- 
front and that of the Russians on the lation almost without excetpion—is anx- 
other. As to the western front, Hilaire toUS that Canada shall throw itself into 
Belloc warns the people Of the Allied the war against Germany, heart and 
countries to expect slow progress, though ,oui. But loyal citizens of this country 
he believes they may await the end with do not therefore find It necessary to ad- 
confidence. Recent despatches telling of vocate denial and concealment of wrong- 
increasing British superiority of artillery dojng by the government or agents of 
fire and a' depressed German morale .on it? appointment. They know that flag<- 
account of ft lends new interest to Mr.

NOTE AND COMMENT.
Tfee Federal/government has decided 

to make desertion from the army to 
Canada an offence under the criminal 
code. The maximum penalty is two 
years to penitentiary.

♦ * *
Russia’s latest offensive in Bessarabia 

has the appearance of a sustained and 
tenacious drive. The re-equipped forces 
of the Czar are daily becoming more 
dangerous.

the Associated
“Though she is on foreign soil, every 

campaign she has made has failed. Not 
one has gained its object. All her 
major plans have failed. So, perhaps, 
too, have the Allies’ major plans. But 
it dbes hot, therefore, follow that Ger
many Is winning.

“‘Oh, then it’s stalemate,’ you say.
“'Nothing like it,’ would be my 

answer.
“This war Will be won to.lt* last three 

months. It is going to be won between 
now and the first of November next, I 
think. The great test is to come.”

sen* * *

There are many indications that the I 
Allies are successfully coping with the 
Austro-German submarine menace in 
the Mediterranean and the Adriatic. 
They have found two bases for hostile 
submarines near the island of Corfu 
which was recently taken over by an 
Anglo-French force. Naval experts de
clare that to a comparatively short time 
the Allies will have captured or de
stroyed the hostile' submarine boats In 
the Mediterranean in much the same 
fashion as they put the German under
water boats out of business in the Eng
lish Channel and the North Sea.

* » *

Floods are aiding the Turks- in Meso
potamia where the British are fighting 
their way to the relief of the force at 
ICut-el-Amara. General Aylmer has 
hard fighting ahead, but he is only seven
miles from his objective.

* » »

The ordinary man, Mr. Palmer Says/ 
The partisan Conservative attitude in, on looking at the map, says Germany 

these circumstances, as represented by winning, “but in this war the map is 
the Standard for example, is to heap the greatest Mar in the world, for Ger- 
abuse upon Liberals who ask for a free many ig aot winning.” He supports this 
and fair inquiry, and tty to make it ap- declaration by examining a map of the 
pear that, because the Empire is now Worid, showing the extent of the naval 
struggling for its very existence, Liberal blockade, and the loss of Germany’s 
Members of Parliament should be con- Monies. He says that Germany’s 
tent to remain silent, and tiros tacitly statcsme„ and its general staff have 
give their assent to transactions which known, since August 4, 1914, that they 
will not stand the tight of day. There cou]d not win. They kniew it as soon as 
is no reason why Liberals in Parliament 1 Britaln entered the war, to them 
should dp so. In fact, there is every pcdedly. He insists positively that Ger- 
reason why they should adopt the more meuly dld not expert Great Britain to 
courageous course. The opposition is ,fnter thc wer, and 
as eager as the government to vote Britain Germany
money for the prosecution of the war, down prance and Russia, as planned, 
and to’ do everything possible to place 
all of the vigor and all of the resources 
of this Dominion at the disposal of the 
Empire in this mighty crisis. This st-

Objects to Middlemen’s Contra 
Pugsley stated that: 

cism had been directed primarilj 
members of the govemment 
shells committee. He took issue 
situation that permitted firmj 
were not engaged in the mann$ 

, steel and had no machinery, no 1 
no experience, as was the case 
honorable friend from Prince Et 
undertake such contracts. He h: 
ed attention to the fact that 1 
bum firm were unable to ha 

ntract to Picton and* had tal 
ontreaL • t
If the member declared that h 

“middleman” or no “gp-betwi 
Pugsley would accept that state:

not interfere with his 1 
that the letting out of shell 

, should not have taken place I 
' who were not in the steel bust 
I who were without the plant to 
I their contract without sub-letti 
: For the conditions which ob

held the govemment and its I 
the^gbstt eqsamittee respo 
taxpayers of Canada and (

The government's

Hon. Dr.

tral world. In the United 1 States the 
decision of France .did not come as 
a surprise. And in 'commenting on -the 
mattér some of the leading American 
jourhsls recall facts that will not make 
pleasant reading for the Kaiser and . his 
advisers. — For example the Boston 
Transcript says:

“The French Refusal was dated -Jan.
18, 1916. Something more than forty-
five years before a similar request Was “A FEW SHELLS.”

: made, and was met with a similar re- ,___ • „ , , _ xrthat without Great I fusai. The French city of Strasburg , The independent Montreal Daily News 
could have beaten 1 was besieged by a German army. Food 18 not at 811 content with .the govem- 

‘ was scarce for oH the inhabitants, while ment’s attitude toward the question - of
. -K, - w.v . I the Supply of milk for the babies was Investigating waste and graft to war

Coming down to the British and French entirely exhausted. General Uhrich, the, ,~r,. .. . ..
offensive last September, the value of military governor of the beleaguered city, c8ntra”s an° supplies. Says the NéWs: 
that offensive he says was not se much 8 letter out to General von Wer- “Mr. Oliver Wilcox, the member for

der, the commander of the besieging North Essex, made an extraordinary,re-, m ffrotind taken or the number of pris- f asking «ip** for the garrison mark to th« Hawse of Coqromns pn 
oners taken (somewhat more than or for the adult,-inhabitants, but request- nesday night. ’ If it was intended as a 
26,000) but in demonstrating for the first f ing that as an act ofTtomanity supplies reply to the Hon. Mr. Pugsley’s demand

of milk might be sent to for the- babies. for an inquiry into the Shell Committee 
rhe answer was given on Sept. 22, 1870. scandal, General Bertram and his assocl- 
It ran to substance: ates may well cry to be saved from their

“ ‘You can have milk for your babies friends. -
if y?.u 8‘i'’ren<]ei’ . ,, , . “‘There should be no stirring up
, Jf1Te days later, far the sake of the 0f strife over a few old horses and 
babies, Strasburg surrendered to the a tetjr ghellg ,

with the rain on the second day, which ^“ThTcases, we have said, are similar,
prevented operations, probably saved the butthere Is an rasentiririlffe^re In hang^ke a millstone fbout the S ot 
Germans from having to m^te a general thebS-^ffwra £Pse who oppore an enquiry and right-
retreat.” At the end of 1916 he says ®uite impo88;ble to obtain it excepting */ ?°' K would indeed be difficult to 
the Germans, expecting that the Allies through the German lines. In Germany ??.d 8 more glaring example of unpatri- 
would be ready for peace, only discover- today the milk is not needed, unless to £ ^w old horses and
ed that the Allies were saying, “We are ^cT^tinfdlverted frôTthe bïï£ North
going to let yop stew for another year.” to the manufacture of explosives, and the nature and extent of the charges that 

“The Prussian system," he says, “has there are supplies obtainable from Hoi- h,ave been Wd against the members of 
not yet undergone the final test. Is. land, Denmark an<) Sweden.” the Dominion Shell Committee. Favorit-

rank partisans will resort to even in an jJQW |g gojng to secure peace? Gan j “return good for evil,” and to /grant time, but in time of war it approximates 
hour like the present. The people real- she win when she does not knogw how ! Germany the favor which Germany re- treason to the country.”
ize, however, that concealment of past she can assume the offensive when fnged to France, but that it would not The Toronto Star supports Dr.
evils will only make future evil* more drfei?ivJ?* WheB She have'been human nature. Just now, it
certain, and that the effect of conceal- accepi soys> “human nature* pretty strong to
ment will be waste of national resources, The German plan was to win in the prance » ■ - -
a further lowering of the standard of flr»t few rounds, but Mr. Palmer says
public conduct, and a weakening of the the winter will take us past the tenth WAR COMMENT,
national fibre at a time when the great- round, and the spring will bring the Mr H q WelùÇ the English novelist,
est cause in the history of our race de- fifteenth, and that it will be the nine- who preda;ted to 1914 that the war would

teenth and perhaps the twentieth round ghort> hag n01# written for an Amcri- 
that will teU. He asks where Germany can publication a new forecast in which 
is to continue iU offensive to the spring. he tdlg U6 the coofllct may continue into 
He does not think that she can continue ,918 o/r 1619) though he thinks it Ukely
it against Russia, because > May the “the broad conditions u)f a possiblè peace

THE RIGHT TO INVESTIGATE. British and French in the West wiU be- wU1 ^ to ^ statcd toward the end
In advocating the extension of the “* offenslve with five times the ar- o( 1916 » jjg objects to the common

parliamentary term the Toronto Globe Power of Champagne and Loos. noyoM that decisive victory, in the mili-
says that there are men on (,0th sides m8ximum outPut ot rannition6 tary sense, is at all near,
of the House who desire an early general from American and Japanese factories -phe Wells view is sharply challenged
election. The Globe believes they are wi^ I!c™ed in Fe^ruary or ^arc^1, by the war reviewer of the Toronto Star,
wrong, and calls upon Sir Robert Bor- mtitoates that in the spring the Al- wko gaygl
de5 «id Sir Wilfrid Laurier to unite tinie’ wlU have * .“The prime and <
their followers in postponing any con- superiority in men and guns, and that absolute destruction 
test at the polls until after the war while Germany may still have. 4,000,000 tory power is the resoul tion of the Allied 

It should be noted /that in urging this and Austria 3,000,000 men, France will | nations to win at whatever cost. It is
, have about 4,000,000. England 8,000.000. absolutely false that from a military course the Toronto Globe makes it clear 1 standpoint a complete triumph is not

that Liberals must not be expected to and Russia ®’0<^’00’ without Counting ( obtainable. Nearly fifty per cent pf 
pledge themselves to Silence in regard to *ier u®authorized reserves. That is to 1 Germany’s man-power has been used up 
public expenditures. This, the Globe 8»y, the Allies together, not counting in the first year and a half of war, and

t lf narties are to agree to t Italy, will have a numerical superiority mathematically It is possible to put asays that if. both parties are to agree to Umit to her endurance. Germany lost
avoid an election during the war: ®q“al.to the whole nuraber of the thç battle of the Marne when the numer-

There must he a dear understanding Brltls” ermy‘ > kal odds were as 4 to- 8 to her favor;asTto what ü involved^to the proposed: uke the Japanese, Mr. Palmer says, ! to-day the odds are 6 -to 5 against her. 
measure of extension. The hope and ex- ‘ the Germans are very skillful In conceal- I Her early advantages to guns and tounl- 
pectation of the great bulk of Liberals mg thdr real condition. He thinks the «?>» have vanished on the western side 
who favor an extension is that Sir Rob-, "7. chance thev have to victOTy ig the of Europe and are being overhauled on 
ert Borden will permit the fullest pos-i . .. . .. T t ■ . , *J*e aastem .s1*- By ne*1 summer the
stole criticism of and investigation into same chance that the Japanese took ad- Russian equipment may be equal to that 
the methods pursued to spending the vast vantage of in the Russian war. That is, of the enemy. That of the British and 
sums voted and to be voted for war. Germany, “though beaten, may keep her French will be overwhelmingly superior, 
purposes. If the extension of the Parti- j gecret go dose, conceal her wounds so 0n SePtenjber 26 the Allies began battles 
mentary term is to be regarded as an 8“, ! l m the Artois and the Champagne that
estoppel of criticism of war expend!- weU’ that she will give the appearance resulted in the capture of 125 field guns
turcs, the Liberals in Parliament would if victory and deedve her enemies into and 80,000 Germans, and the infliction
be recreant to their duty were they to compromise.” Ha. does not believe the on ttie enemy of total losses not under 
consent to extension under such condi- « be gfJ deceived • 800,000. Persons who may question this
tions. In Great Britain, where the two Amer “ 80 Utter figure should remember that the
historic parties are jointly responsible “But if the Allies keep on for another 'British, fighting on a five-mile front, 
for the war expenditures, the Press and eighteen months, and if they hold to- lost 60,000 men, while the Germans were 
private members of Parliament exercise getber, there is no doubt that Germany the under-dog in fighting along a 25-miie 
the right of criticism in the most unre- will be beaten. And if their money front. The writer ventures the assertion 
served manner, and much good results- Usts I Watch and see if it doesn’t. The that the Allied rate of shell production 
The measures of inquiry already under- Allied troops may never get to Berlin; .lias more than doubled since thç Septem-
taken by the Public Accounts Commit- fiiey may never cross-the Rhine; none of her offensive, and that for every shell In
tee at Ottawa and by Sir Charles David- : them may again enter East Prussia. But reserve then we have five to-dayi to 
Son have been distinctly beneficial and it will be Germany that will have to sue readiness for the next offensiv 
cannot be discontinued without tocreas- for terms, for she is in a state of siege, quite plain that Germany’s military 
ing tremendously the opportunities • for Even rebellion to India, of which she strength can be worn down on the pres- 
grafting and the making of improper fondly dreams, could not change the end. ent front quite as effectually as along
war profits. - The British hold the sea. They have the the Rhine River line. The doubling of'

“Not only ought the government to superiority in Dreadnoughts and battle the Strength of the British and-Canadian 
provide reasonable facilities for inquiry cruisers whose guns can smash anything forces is a notice to the world, that the 
into war expenditures if an extension/ of above water. The methods they used to 1 Empire is determined that Allied armies 
the life of Parliament is to he granted, holding down the submarine campaign shall go all the vqsy to Berlin. Any

If the Austrians are in possession of 
the Montenegrin seaports Antavari and 
Duldgno, as their official statement in
dicates, they already dominate a very 
important stretch of the eastern Adriatic 
coast. Antavari is thirty miles and Dul- 
cigno forty miles south of the Austrian 
port of Cattaro

unex-

MORE MYSTERY ABOUT 
MACHINE GUN MONEY

' * * *
The announcement is made that 

Essad Pasha and his band of fighting 
Albanians have gone to Scutari to join 
the Montenegrin troops. This intrepid 
leader commands 20,000 men, and they 
are said to be well supplied with 
and ammunition.

it
- ' (Montreal Herald.)

The muddle with regard to the ma
chine gun funds still continues. It would 
appear that some of the money enthus- 

t a a iastically subscribed By the public is be-
A military observer points out that «topended by the government, who 

“every Montenegrin’s cap is embellished made a belated announcement that
did not want it, and that other subscrip- I 
tions to quite a large amount not sent 
to the government are lying idle, ready 
to be sent back to any of the subscribers 
who want them. Why does not Premier 

1 Borden come out with an explicit state
ment in regard to ' the disposal of the 
whole moneys subscribed? 1 It was not 
long since he authorized the following 
public announcement:

The government desire it distinctly 
to be understood throughout the country 
that ' no subscriptions or contributions 
for machine guns are required, as all ex- 
penditure for that purpose should be de- 
frayed out of the public treasury. The 
Impression seem* to have gained ground 
that an appeal for such contributions 
from the public was made by some mem- 1 
ber of the government. The prime min
ister hai made careful enquiry and can
not ascertain that any such request was

guns

Grethey side of tl 
unctuously applauded yesterdi 
Arthur Meighen’s sarcastic reft 
the fact that a legitimate iron i 
manufacturing company, of whi 
George Graham is a director, ha: 
an order for shells. Today 1 
plauded and thereby endorsed I 
tram’s explanation, although in 
tar’s case the order \ he seen 
transferred to a firm which co: 
ally fulfill the contracta nd it 
noted, too, that Mr. Hepbun 
course pf his explanation, put j 
that he might be successful in g 
order for shell "boxes from the 1 
rations board.

time that the Allied artillery and the 
Allied organisation was better than 
those of the Germans. He says that the 
enemy learned of the coming attack in 
time to bring some 300,000 reinforce
ments from the East, and that, together

on the crown with five bands of gold 
lace, typifying the five centuries of suc
cessful resistance which the country has 
made to Turkish despotism.” This 
writer adds: . “It is not in the nature of 
a Montenegrin to sue for peace terms.”

* m m
The Ottawa dty council fifteen months 

ago voted $50,000 for the Patriotic Fund. 
This week it voted $60,000 more. A 
motion was before the council at this 
week’s meeting to make the grant $100,- 
000, but that was voted down. For this 
the council was severely criticised. In 
addition to these grants some very large 
private contributions have been made to 
the Fund by wealthy Ottawa men.

* » *

mean 
Greece as well.

I N
Dr. Pugsley Corrects Meig

Ottawa, Jan. 21—Hon. Willi: 
ley arose at the opening of thel 
a question of privilege, to tal 
tion to certain portions of the i 

■ livered by Hon. Arthur Meigh: 
day. The member for St. John 
that he had not, in reading the 

‘Gazette’s report of an address 
Thomas, quoted the latter as se 
shell prices in Canada were “ft 
than those to the United States 
read the words of the repress 
the British minister of munit 
Canadian prices were “high 
•American prices, and he had ni 
Hansard reporters that the w 
had not, been used by him.

Hon. Charles Murphy, in « 
the debate on the address, advi 
creased allowances to the dept 
Canadian soldiers killed or inci 
The opposition, he said, was | 
support the government in thé 
a hundred millions more, if 
in order that the country i 
charge its duty towards, the me: 

. faced the grim reaper, and 
best in them for Canada and 
pire.—(Cheers.)

He also advocated that the g< 
should bear all expenses conn* 
the support of the families oi 
the front, which might serve 
end to the mad rage for solic 
scriptions, which had seized a 
the country.
A Poser for Borden.

The former secretary of st 
i why the prime minister had n< 

down, in-the house, certain 0 
, )• cnce. received by him last yeai 

Canadian manufacturers relati 
manner- of awarding war coi 
the government.

Sir Robert Borden had told 
he considered the communia 
fidential, and yet the secret! 
Canadian Manufacturers Ass: 
an interview, had stated that 
nothing confidential about it, t 
ly conflicting with the prend 

The letters, said Mr. Mur 
1 said to contain information a 

important lines of war graft 1 
gated, or even mentioned, i 
vestigation by the public scat 
mittee last session. Why he 
unheeded?

I Mr. Murphy demanded a 
of inquiry, before which mernl 
Manufacturers’ Association ■ 

I pear to justify their warninj 
Prime minister, and to make-, 
were bonafide and who were 

■ • manufacturers, fostered unde: 
« the govemment and the she

waving in order to prevent investiga- 
' Belloc’s recent article in “Land and tions, or to discredit those who seek to 

Water.” .»
“What is hoped for at the very best,” 

he says, “is the breaking through of the 
enemy’s defensive as a whole—the sepa
ration of his armies.

“Failing that (which, as it is the sum
mit of what can be hoped for, Is also, 
what should be least expected), the at
tempt envisages the starting of a retire
ment, the shifting of the enemy’s defen
sive, which retirement, once begun, 
would be kept going indefinitely by a 
vigorous pursuit and by perpetual su
perior attacks at selected places, creat
ing^salients of the enemy’s line and giv
ing opportunities in envelopment.

“Failing that, a third result, less de
cisive, again, but momentous under the 
particular conditions of the western war, 
is the goal of the offensive. It is the 
compelling of the enemy to modify his 
whole front; the forcing ot him to fall 
back from the lines he has held and

The Parliamentary reporter of the ever put forward.
.Ottawa Journal, Conservative, comment- Almost immediately after this an- 
ing upon Sir Wilfrid Lauder’s fine speech 

Pugsley’s demand for a pal investiga- in the House of Commons this week, „’million dollars’ worth of machine gun 
tion without fear or favor. It says: says: with the money subscribed. Well, the

“The charges put forward by Mr. “As a maker of phrases that live, Sir PubU<” having to cb?°?e. ^^S^Rnhert 
Pugsley and thePdemand made by him' Wilfrid Laurier has no superior in Can- two^statenients. dmldea at 
on the floor of Parliament for an enquiry adian political history. One striking ^ tdtog about* Troe, his
into the extent and nature of the business sentence yesterday was: ‘We must be ££ he
done by the Canadian Shell Committee- free, or lose our freedom. On that our,^™™1 the government
which was superseded à couple of choice ,s based.’” x eRtTaskedTor the money of wanted ...
P°toted£ro4re not to be turned asid’e The L6ndon Daily Chronicle points mett^wTuted utoTe distin^tiy^nd™- 

I-.: retort that Mr. Pugsley is talking out that a force of more than 1,000,000 stood that all the money for machine
$s too to be men is required on shore in the ship- guns should be defrayed out of the pub- 

disposed of by such an answer. Con- „ . ■ , . fin tYwhmrr anm* nf those who had con-tracts were let to a value of $265,000,000.” <“>d munition works ,to sustain {rf^Ttoth^ machine JÜn fund appli. a
“Is it not-quite clear to everybody that the British fleet—a huge-army to itself, tothe government for the return of thr

if there is to be an mnuiry into the And these men have nothing to do with money. And here is the amazing reply
operations of the CattàHlisn SheU Com- the enormous army that Kitchener is Sir Robert Border gives. . We quote a
mittee it is Canada’s business to handle . , „ , . u. has sent Mr W P Osborne,the matter, «.d that. Hon. WiUlam raising fo, fordgn semce. Great Brit- ‘te^ito o^toe Que^ Chronide: 
Pugsley has gone the right way aboutit? «<n Is giving the best -she has. Canada Ottawa, 8th January, 1916.

“If an attempt be made to evade the must do the same. “Dear Mr Osborne,_I beg to acknowl-
issue by saying that thé affair is Britain’s * * » edge your litter of the 5th instant Re-
and not ours, the effort wjll be a weak By dropping- bombs on Kent, England, cently a few applications have been made 
one. Canada • undertook to transact this German aviator has killed and to the government for the return of con- business for Britain; eventually the a ™ t " 8 ,Ued Jand tributions made for the purchase of ma-
Mother Country found it necessary to wounded civilians and caused some dam- cbine -ongi hut, as already publicly an- 
send men over here and take the work age to property. His visit, it may be as- aounced, the government is obliged to 
out of Canada’s hands. That is about as sumed, will be of great assistance to devote to the purpose for which they 

‘h,e, ®?ti8h Government could go ^ Derby ,n htg ^ attempt, before were given all such funds actually paid
to that direction. , Lloyd George, no j . ___ , in to the government, If the government
matter what he thinks, can scarcely the Compulsory Service Law is enforced, Fhould ret„ra lny particular contribution 
“prosecute" 6r investigate the Shell Com- to enlist the services of those young men lt mugt be prepared to return all, tig?,' 
mittee created by the Canadian Govern- who have not yet responded to the e»ll portion of the money has already reel 
m,e”t- Ha “uld 8t,oP doi“K business 0f duty. Germany has done a great deal expended for the purpose intended. Sev- 
wlth it and through it. And he did stop. . , . r t i , thl, _,AV era! machine guns have been purchased

“According to the statement made to to help Great W* “ .thls way' out of contributions received from the
Parliament by Hon. W. T. White, Can- - • j public and delivered to battalions of
ada is to pay her share of these muni- British officials have jearned that other units as guns contributed by thc 
tions bills ultimately. There will be an British property in Germany is being public. Moreover, It is doubtful whether 
adjustment. It was our own money, in treated in “a very high-handed way.” the contributions copld be returned with- 
part, that was being spent, but (even For that reason the «.verraient of Great out assent «f parliament after they 
were thtonot so, it was the agents of our 80 have been received and accepted for this
Government that had all these disburse- Brit8i“ has very properly decided to putpoto.
mente in hand, and it is to our Parlia- take over all German property in the “As intimated in a speech- which I dr- 
ment that all concerned are answerable.” United Kingdom “until it is known livered in St. John several months ago.

J°rojL°j;I,0be\ln the “uree °f Whr h“ harr t°thBri!iSh 7°^Hy SÆgt^rot^lfat05! Ie- 
extended editorial reference to the in Germany. When the day of settle- date) taj-e into consideration the n-l ■
speeches of Hon. Dr, Pugsley and Hon. ment comes the Kaiser will find that the various patriotic association-—'"0 
Mr. Meighen, says: * Great Britain is fully prepared to exact faithfully, ,

“The annotmcqpient of the Solicitor- retribution fo, all crimes committed by WouH
General at Ottawa yesterday, that the Germany during the war* ernment do not want the motley, on the
Borden Government will strenuously op- * * 5 solemn declaration of the premier 1:1/
pore any inqmry into the conditions A writer in the London Daily.Tele- self> and yet wiU not return the su'-
under rfhich projectUes have been and graph, referring to thç bulldog tenacity scriptions to applicants. Fùrthermor..
alm k V Cfnada’ ofrthe British navy, points out that while thc premier says “several machine gun-"
made Dr Purism, The British sea-power may be an instrument have already been purchased out of 11
made by Dr. rugsley on the floor of „ „T. contributions. Several! And the amount
Parliament cannot be ignored. The slow in working, it never lets go. It subscribed by the public totals over
national honor is involved. The spend- was not by land-power,” he says, “but mlm0n and a half, most of which, we be-
in6 the colossal sum of $300,000,000 by sea-power that Cromwell, with Blake lieve, is in the hands of the govemmen- ’ 
provided by the British taxpayer for End Monk as his unwearying agents, A machine gun costs a thousand dollar'.
ion 7“Ue^trSTted *a Smmitt^'ôf ““de this country mistress of the seas. ’îSSdnTü.’C^hand0l'f u
Canadian business men chosen by the Our enemies thought then that they months the government have bought 
Canadian Government. The British War could shuffle policies and gain time, but “several I"

rf>

mends the honest and fearless adminis
tration of public business, and particu
larly nf public business directly 
nectcd with the condoct of the war.

con-

fortified for over a year, to other lines 
behind, and in the process to lose men. 
and material, to be shaken in morale, to 
know himself subject immediately to re
newed attack, to took at the whole war 
henceforward from another standpoint 
than that of the past twelve months, to 
be in peril for his vitals, which, in the 
west, lie close behind his lines.”

essential to the 
Germany’s mtii-

PARLIAMENT AND WAR CON
TRACTS.

In demanding that Parliament ap
point a special investigating committee 
to examine, “in the full light of day,” 
the conduct and operations of the gov
ernment through its agents in relation 
to war munition contracts and the ex
penditure of public money voted for war 
purposes, Hon. Mr. Pugsley 4s not only 
wholly within his rights as a member 
of Parliament but is actually* supported 
by a large number of Conservative and 
independent newspapers, from, which, by 
the way, he quoted in the course of his 
speech on Wednesday ^ A portion of the 
Conservative press makes much of the 
fact that Dr. Pugsley’s course is opposed 
by one Liberal, newspaper in Ottawa. If 
some Conservative newspapers think that 
Is important, or convincing, what will 
they say to the fact that more than one 
Conservative newspaper has demanded 
such an investigation as-Dr. Pugsley caltt 
for? Only a few days age the Conserva
tive Toronto Telegram published a^ for
cible article about “Millions for middlc-

f
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tee.
e. It is Hon. Dr. Reid, F. S. Scol 

«eon also spoke. Hon. J. D. 
i -■MOjftic adjournment of the d< 

rfffl be continued Monday, 
all probability be concluded 
nesday or Thursday.

Ho». Rodolphe Lemieux is 
PreMSnation as to the emplc
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