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All that Labor Asks or NeedsJOHN MITCHELL SAYS IN LABOR DAY
ADDRESS TO WORKINGMEN:

►man’s Charges 
re Brought Aj 
im Proved by 
ivestigations.

!m“ What is Most Needed Today is a Spirit of Brotherhood and Humanity”

Mmi $BY JOHN MITCHELL.

Former President of the United Mine Workers of America, Vice President 

American Federation of Labor and Vice President and Member of Execu

tive Committee National Civic Federation.
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2 (By W. Q. Shepherd.) 

lal Correspondence, 
racuse. N. Y.. Sept. 6 
olcraft Sherman, former] 

Jim.” Vice ImDay is always an important event especially to the wage earn
ers: but this year labor's holiday is peculiarly significant because it marks 
the dawn of an industrial revival and invites a discussion of the cause and 
effect of the industrial stagnation from which we are now emerging.

Perhaps the most important lesson and the most practical demonstra
tion of the usefulness and the potency of the trade union movement has 
been given in these dark days of adwersity. Indeed, in industrial affairs as

tho lessons learned in adversity 
It is in times of stress and trial 

best from cause to effect, and the chastening Influence of 
ps endured in times of industrial depression makes us strong- 
•r to meet the obstacles that are to come.
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in all other avenues of human activity, 
are the truest and surest lessons of all. 
that we reason 
the hardshi

It is perfectly safe to say that every factor in our complex social life 
suffered from the effect of the panic, but the men and the Institutions 
that suffered most were those that made least provision in days 
perlty to meet their exigencies In days of adversity. While the 
ed workmen felt keenly the effect of the depression, their suffering was not 
so great or so general as was that endured by the unskilled and unorgan
ized workmen ; because the organized workers had built up a fund in nor
mal times upon which they could draw to tide them over their most press
ing necessities in days of adversity. Another circumstance which proved 
helpful to the organized workman was the fact that only in rare instances 
and in a few trades were wages reduced, whereas the unskilled or unorgan
ized workman suffered not alone from unemployment, but also from sub
stantial reductions in his wage scale.

The old theory that wages are regulated by an iron law of supply 
and demand has been disputed for many years, but it required a great In
dustrial depression to disprove and dissipate the antiquated proposition 
that wages are governed by a cruel and immutable law of supply and de
mand. While no doubt wages are influenced by tndustr.J conditions, it is 
nevertheless true that wages are controlled in a large measure by the work- 

men themselves. Generally speaking, the organized laborers have maintain*! the scale of wages prevailing 
prior to the panic but the unorganized workmen have suffered reductions in their wage scale. And while some 
employers have sought to destroy the labor unions. It Is a satisfaction to know that they have not succeeded 
in doing so As a matter of fact' the records of the trade organizations show that the unions, on the whole, are 
numerically stronger now than they were two years ago; and with the return of “good times " there promises 
to be an expansion and growth In trade union membership unprecedented In the Industrial history of our 
country.
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f will not do you any good 
about Sherman child 

nan isn’t breaking the 
«ess. no!itThe experience of the past two rears has emphasized the fact that the best way to minimize the evils 

of a financial or industrial depression is to maiatain at the highest possible point the Purchasing nod consum- 
ing power of the people. It is equally essential to a resumption of commercial and industrial activity that 
employers and workmen alike shall be patient and forbearing with each other.P But the most valuable lesson that has ben taught or learned is the one that will cause both labor and cap
ital to recognize and concede each other s rights, obligations and responsibilities. There is no fundamental 
necessity for industrial strife- the interests of labor and capital may not be identical, but they are reciprocal and 
interdependent,1* and when both are intelligently directed, labor, and capital can and do work together to their mu- 
tual advantage. Indeed, as time passes and as the real purpose and philosophy of tiade unionism as a construc
tive force is fully understood, opposition to it by employers will decrease correspondingly, and the day will 
come when progressive employers will insist upon having agreements with their associated workmen aB a guar
anty agalns? industrial strife, just as they now have insurance to protect them against losses caused by disas-

rs agreement is the most practical solution of the labor question that is within our reach. Men
may. on the one side, fume against the labor union, and on the other side they may demand the reconstruction 
of society, but practical men must recognize conditions as they exist and they shou d apply themselves in a ra
tional way toward the settlement of their differences without recourse to the arbitrament of industrial^jr ar; 
Washington well said that "To be prepared for war is one of the most effectual means of preserving peace. 
So It Is in the industrial world; the strong unions, intelligently officered as they are—and well financed, are 
able to guarantee peace and protection to their members: employers having contracts with such unions are guar- 

thp «service of the best workmen and the assurance of uninterrupted 
What is most needed is a broad spirit of brotherhood add humanity. The span of life is brief; men may not hat 18 m 3 w!. th accumulated in tki, world-, the, eat. aud should strive to leave behind them the repu-

tation of having, to the extent of their 
to the well being of society and the 
means and their ability, contributed 
happiness of mankind.
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JUSTICE; the rendering to everyone hie due.—Webeter.
Were we all born mere animals, the due of the newborn babe would 

be only that which it could take. The weak of mankind, mnde ao by lack 
of opportunity or lack of poaaeaalon, would alwaya be at the mercy of 
the strong, and there could be no such thing as civilization and progress.

Bu.t civilization's birth was born the principle of natural rights
raè imfarefrivhT’f vabe 'X lowlle8t Pauper comes Into the world with 
That iüder 0^,hr hfebref * Ve»indatQUlre the good ,hl"es of earth.,
rieht* In cîimh ! ?ornl °f government, the pauper s babe has the
nature' rights ‘ the hlghe,t plnDac,c- merely a high demonetratlon of

Look at the crowds In Artist Grnelle'a picture. Old and young men 
rrxat‘,dh cblldr,'n-. climbing, tolling, struggling upward toward the ren
dering to them of what is their due—justice. Their due ia a fair equitable 
opportunity to rise This Is all. The world owes no man a living. It does
wTth mat? \,ta r °1>Porlu'"»' to make a living, a living in accord
with his capacity, hie perseverance and his Industry
ne.nH=hm 'JPeB me,,n b5 ' «toed' and "Selflahness" which he
nfn !n h sk p,' tuüe • Tbat tbe,e Qualities are -obstacles which the peo 
Sîf, T, c°™bat and surmount before they can attain their just due. It la 
not alone the greed and selfishness that obsess the rich, the high atatloa
thé hear?» nrr,th iB 0thel" resPev,>- but also the greed and selflahness in 
the hearts of the common people, the climbing people of the picture.

n1v.i<huat Labo.r, *. kB 18 lts due—Justice. It Is all It needs.
Behlnd °,lr artist a "Greed" and "Selflahness" are centuries of oppree- 

*'?"• ». tbe atvallng of opportunities that were tile poor man's
when he laid In his cradle. Mere birth has given to many the natural dues 
belonging to millions of others. The ravenous greed of those politically

rtdevelopment.

or socially powerful, the idolatry of the almighty dollar have snatched from 
millions that fair chance to make a living of which every man is born tho 
possessor and which the world does owe every man.

It was probably impossible for Artist Gruel le to show that in the mass 
of his climbing people there are thousands banded together formally—Or
ganized Labor, whose day this Is throughout the land.

All that Organized Labor asks is Justice—the rendering to everyone 
HIS due; not to a Divine Right Baer his due and also the due of a hundred 
thousand other men.

Organized Labor knows that the people cannot climb that hill without 
sacrifice, cannot scale the hard rocks of Gruelle’s picture with kid gloves 
on the hands, patent leathers on the feet. It resorts sometimes to strikes 
It says that a thousand men had better be temporarily idle in this city* 
than that the God-given principle ‘of justice be crucified by merciless greed 
in that city over there.

It says to devouring selfishness and barbarous inhumanity: “The flow
ers, the green fields, laughter, song, life under God’s blue sky are THE DUE 
of the 10-year-old girl, whose body and soul you are murdering in your 
factory.”
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NEW ENGLAND READY TO SWIPE 
POOR INCOME TAX IN THE JAW X§1

some pretty clever strangling in the 
past. They may do more. Far be it 
from anyone—except the outsiders 
to hint 'that the upper body of the 
great state of Massachusetts would 
ever be influenced Inproperly—still 
they have done some queer things. 
Some corporation measures—but let 
that

This is Ormsby McHarg, asistant 
secretary of commerce and labor, who 
soon will be out of the government 
service. A few days ago McHarg at
tacked the Roosevelt policy of eon- 

remarkably short 
Washlng-

Connecticut Has Already Taken a 
Smash and There’s Nething but a 
Bare Chance that Other States 
Won’t Follow.

It protests against the proposition that men are simply animals, their 
labor a mere marketable article with rates fixed In a "pit” run by soul
less corporations and a monied aristocracy created by the divine right of in
heritance.

It cries out against a non-division of rights. It demands the natural 
rights of mankind, and onward and upward it goes, scrambling foolishly 
sometimes, falling bruised and battered often, but ever moving upward Over 
Gruelle’s rough places and rocks toward the rendering to everyone hie 
due—Justice.

/
servatlon, and in a 
time word came, not from 
ton, where McHarg is, but from

In tht men at the head of the 
big corporations, the New Haven and 

Boston & Maine railroads, and 
the banks would have to 
fair percentage of the 
penses under the income tax law.

They are not making any fuss. 
They never do. They are not out 
fighting the income tax amendment. 
Far from it. But they get there just 
the same, 
amendment

By F. J. Wilson.
Boston, Mass., Sept. !>.—What will 

happen to the income tax in conser
vative New England?

Will it last as long as a stack of 
Kansas alfilfa in front of a husky 
Kansas cyclone? Or as long as it 
takes a hungry coyote to clean up a 
.Wyoming jack rabbit?

About that long.
However, the income tax’s finish 

won’t be as violent as that probably. 
There are nice comfortable ways of 
killing an offensive measure, with 
out rousing the agitators. A bill can 
die in committee. It can be strangl
ed quietly and decently in the upper 
house. It can go over for two years 
consideration and sober thought as 
has already been done in Connecti

ve
pay a pretty 

public ex- ATTEMPT TO DIMINISH LABOR 
UNIONISM IS NOT SUCCEDDING

1
Most Anything . t

, _ z.mmm « mm 5SB
And when the Income

__  passes the lower house
of the legislature, as It probably will, 
just watch what they'll do to it in 
the senate. There is will b 
the well informed—no sweet 
sleep as in Connecticut, but a sudden 
and violent death.

Hundreds of nonunion workmen in 
trust plants have expressed the hope 
that the strikers win the contest, 
and have «erectly joined the unions.

As has been stated In this paper, 
the trust has, despite repeated de
nials. formulated a scale providing 
for a reduction In wages ranging 
from 2 per cent to 18 per cent.

On the other hand, the 
one great advantage. ~ 
fleient tinplate plants In the country 
to supply all the demands of the mar
ket in six months operation. T^us 
the nonunion mills are able to partial
ly meet the market demands, and 
these mills hold the key to the situ
ation.

Englishman who graduated Tromf ft 
cobbler’s bench to an editor’s chair, 
and acquired fame and fortune, which 
is more than most editors do nowa
days.

------
“ The United States department 

of labor was organized In 1885.

------"Industry is fortune’s right
hand, frugality her left."—Old pro
verb.

------Wm. Murdock, inventor of the
oval lathe, was a poor millwright.

------"Whatever is worth doing at
all is worth doing well."—Earl of 
Chesterfield.

Josh Wise Says:peter powers discusses

SCHEME OF PIERPONT MORGAN 
TO OUST UNIONISM. “Th* men that shirks his union dues 

la th' man that rocks th' beat."
fc I-fFarmers Object.

And as In Massachusetts, so, prob
ably. will it be in Maine and Vermont. 
The rich, thrifty, money-lending 
farmers of the Green Mountain state 
are known to be strongly

By Peter Powers.
The threat made by J. Plerpont 

Morgan to demolish every form of 
labor union In the United 
Steel corporation Is being made good 
so far as he and his managers are 
concerned, but not according to the 
men involved.

Not only has the trust thrown off 
the open shop mask in dealing with 
the Iron, steel and tinplate workers 
and the seamen on the lakes, but the 
corporation has now declared war 
upon the miscellaneous trades.

instructions have Just been 
sent to all mill managers to discharge 
all machinists, molders, carpenters, 
painters, bricklayers and other work
men Who may be suspected of being 
connected with unions, or even ex
press sympathy with the organiza
tion idea. Scores of these workers 
are now being weeded out.

The trust has ceased to endeavor 
the humbug its workmen or the pub
lic with open shop pretensions. It 
proclaims the closed shop—closed to 
union men.

trust has 
There are suf- ------"Labor unions are FOR the

workman, but AGAINST no one.”— 
John Mitchell.

Will Be Killed. <■j mBut it will be killed, that is cer- 
the best informed people

Statesopposed to
taking from their money bags a dol
lar more than Is avoidable—and the 
newspaper 
position tt

There is a better chance of the in
come tax measure meeting approval 
in New Hampshire than in any other 

. • state in Yankeeland. With the 
largest legislature in the union and 
the pressure of the farmers from the 

.... lean hills
m‘ll*?n‘iis belieevd to be some probability of 

TUe 1 its passage.
In Maine. New Hampshire and 

Vermont the lines of cleavage on the 
income tax plan are similar. In all 
the Democrats are for It, in all prac
tically all the Republicans—the pros
perous ones—are opposed.

lu New England.
Oh. yes. some people think there’s 

a bare chance in New Hampshire, 
Maine and Vermont. But there's 
nothing at all doing in Massachu
setts. Connecticut has alreail 
turned the cold shoulder. And N. 
Aldrich's country estate of 
Island will pass it when they have 
Ice skating in Albuquerque.

New England has many 
sires, many well-to-do people 
Idea of sacredness of vested rights, 
and of property is stronger in New 
England than in any other part of 
the country- New England thinks 
well of Lowell as a poet and writer, 
but doesn’t agree with him that "pro
perty will always take care of Itself 
While it Is individual liberty that 
Deeds guarding."

h------The largest labor union In the
country is the United Mine Workers 
of America.

s are almost a unit in op- 
o. the tax.

Gone to Europe. ------"Idleness is the sepulcher of a
living man."—Latin proverb.ORM8BY McHARG.

Ralph M. Easley, chairman of the 
National Civic Federation, has gone 
to Europe for the purpose of forming 
a similar organization In Great Bri
tain and perhaps in some of the 
tlnental countries.

Rhode
1C .work, w
te tftain begins to swoon: 
ror' àwork,
h? 'Wb are heavy and dim! 
*and band- 
S/S^Fet- and seam,

TUI over ^e outtons I fall asleep.
And se# them on In a dream!

—Thos. Hood" Song of the Shirt."

“—The growth of modern trades 
unionism dates from 1842.

------WorlC .work, work,TUI the ^
Work, wo 

TUI the 
Seam, aif,

Band,
Il AVÛ" ■ J

Beverly, where Taft Is, that McHarg 
had tendered his resignation.

McHarg thought that Roosevelt’s 
conversation policy ought to be left 
to divine hands, and said so. He 

sharply to ac- 
in the divine

------Many of the strongest labor
unions today were formed during the 
progress of the American civil war.

of the Granite state there
con-

Mr. Easley was 
the promoter of the N. C. F.. which 
was launched for the purpose of con
ciliating. arbitrating or compromis
ing disputes between labor and capi-

------“A useless life Is but an early
death."—Goethe.

called Gifford Plnchot 
count for meddling 
work. McHarg’s name does not Map
pear in the current edition of Who’s 
Who. It is known that he was an as
sistant chauffeur of the Hitchcock 
steam roller in the Taft campaign.

tal. ------An alchemist while seeking to
discover a mixture of earths that 
would make the most durable cruci
ble, one day found that he had made 
porcelain.

stAs Is well known, Andrew Cafne- 
gie. August Belmont. H. C. Frick, 
Judge Gray, George Perkins and 
many other great capitalists of the 
country are members of the federa
tion. as are Samuel Gompers, John 
Mitchell, Daniel Keefe, James Dun
can and other labor officials

The point Is that while Carnegie 
Perkins, Frick and tkelr friends pre
tend to believe In settling labor dis
putes by collective bargaining, they 
refuse to act consistently when nut 
to the test, snub their labor collea
gues In the federation and insist up
on smashing up the unions.

The N. C. F. having proven a fail
ure in the matter of preventing 
strikes, and having developed Into a 
pink tea affair, the Easley mission to 
Europe Is foredoomed. When Eas
ley’s proposed trip was announced 
some of the leading British labor of
ficials declared that they had no de
sire to be chloroformed.

Driving Men From Mines.

PARISIANS AS MASHERS.
. -----  There is no necessary hostility
between capital and labor.”—John 
Mitchell. j

Connecticut the First. stands for a lot of coarse work in this 
line, but here was the last cry. Re
sult: One big pinch, after which the 
station register looked like ft rug cat
alogue.

But can you beat it?

i top you can see the She 
law aids him to drive. A

The Limit Reached in Chicago, Where 
Six Moslems Pose as Mad Flirta. ------"Labor, wide as the earth, has

Its summit in heaven."—Carlyle.
first NewConnecticut was the 

England state where the proposition 
came up. The result Is illuminating. 
The Income tax was a good Republi
can measure. At least a Republican 
congress had started it off on the 
bump-the-bumps. So Republican 
Connecticut couldn't very well turn 
It down outright.

The solution—it was postponed till 
the next meeting of the legislature, 
two years away. The solons thought 
that they needed time to think it 
over and to see how their consti
tuents thought about it. Lots of 
things may happen in two years, 
they reflected.

There may be a fight ip Massachu
setts. The Bay state has many 
strong labor unions who will make 
a fight for Its passage. The Central 
Labor Union of Boston has already 
Indorsed the project. Men who are 
in favor of it are already putting leg
islative candidates on record as to 
prhat they will do In the matter.

■ The first convention of the Am» JÏ>' 

erican Federation of Labor was hèld 
at Terre Haute, Ind., on Aug. 2, 1881, I 
which was preliminary to the conven- ■ 
tlon at Pittsburg the following Novem- Æ 
ber, the first officially recognized S 
meeting of the body.

Visited Centres.
During the past 10 days I have vis

ited a number of the strike centres 
and talked with many tinplate work
ers, officers and men. Summarized, 
the situation is this: Then Amalga
mated association lost one plant 
partially and secured two former 
nonunion plants, with the chances 
favorable to closing down one or two 
almost any day.

Up to the present the 
nonunion workmen to 
the trust mills, exceeds the number 
of union men, and hundreds of the 
former have joined the Amalgamat-

Chicago. Sept. 6.—Certainly Chicago 
leaves nothing to be desired as a cos
mopolitan city.

Six Persians, as a relaxation from 
picking moths out of carpet, joined

DETROIT 0 
10BLEM OF

------The Mohammedans have %nly
356 days In a year. In 36 years they 
would have Labor day once oftener 
than we do—if they had Labor day.

—rWm. Gifford, known as "a good 
poet but poor shoemaker," was an

WANTS H18 GOLD
BRICK FOR HIMSELF

Heosler Banker Raid $7,000 for It, By 
Htckl Bo It’s His Own.

Marion, Ind., Sep. 6 —Just because 
Banker Jae. Johnson paid $7,000 for a 
gold brick which wasn't good, he does 
not propose to have it exhibited as a 
sign of hie folly. Banker Johnson has 
brought suit in replevin of the brick. 
R. L. Whitson was going to show it to 
everybody at the coming meeting of 
the Marlon Pioneer Society here.

Mr. Johnson, who Is a pVactleal man 
used the $7,000 trophy for a doorstep 
when the jewelers told him It was a 
fine quality of brass.

The Provincial -Ootvernment has 
made a careful investigation and finds 
the spruce wood pest has not yet 

" 1 1 — o< Ontario's Umber.

------"Nothing Is Impossible to Indue-
try," Is one of the Sayings of the 

The total number of Seven Wise Men. It Is accredited to 
machines In use In 1803 was 6658 Perlander of Corinth.
Inside of flve years the number In
creased to 11,569. 
can produce from 10,000 to 12 000 
tone of coal each per year.

The number of work days of the 
miners are, quite naturally, decreas
ing steadily. Few of them work full 
time. Two or three days a week,
and In many placet not that much, ------1 took a walk on Labor Day
la their average. To see what 1 could see.

The International Printing Press- I found the labor man nt play, 
men s union has purchased a large No thought of work had he. 
farm and hotel in Tennessee which But lo! the man who does not wea 
w4U he ! utilized as a home for sick The toiler’s well worn, sweat 
and superannuated members. It will stained blouse,
be modeled after the union printer’s I found at labor everywhere 
home at Colorado Springs. Fixing up the house.

?

Paving Given to 
/ho Have No Work

significant.
mber of

walk
------For 13 years the Knights of

Labor existed with Its purpose and 
name a secret, on the ground of the 
dlSlIke of employers to organized la-/ 
bor. At one time It had 700,000 menJl 
here.

The machines

ed.
V The trust is offering unheard of 

wages and long-time contracts to 
skilled workmen to desert the union, 
but few have accepted what they 
designate "the dirty silver pieces.”

At this Juncture the unions are de
vising ways and means to finance the 
strike for a year or more.

. In the near future it is likely -th#}, 
the three national organizations In
volved In the iron and steel strike

V Machinery is steadily driving men 
from the mines. The United States 
geological survey has Just Issued Its 
report for 1908. It shows that last 
year over 123,000,000 tons of bitu
minous coal were 
ery, or nearly 38 
total output.

The rapidity with 
chines are being ins

Hugh Allen.
it. 5.—“When, - a poor

i to you—maybe it’s win- 
Id you know he's doserv- 
lfe and kids, and all that, 
ft’s due. and he can t 
le landlord any longer—

mined by machin- 
per cent of thehouse. But thbn the necktie squad in front of a local 

theatre began mashing the matt- which the ma- 
tailed is highly1U«. cd will form a close federation.»
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