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and official hypocrites sad malefactors f Did It aot all п.—гшш отнжж аюест or rats stbahob comma*» 
point to this, that he had resolved that the time was ment,

A Sermon Delivered at Union Chaoel, come, and that It we cannot say he deliberately eceeler- ami think o! how It affected the betrayer. There we
„ , . c , -, ^ ated, at all events he did not seek In the aoMllest degree have the solemn leaving of a man to take hie own way.
Manchester, on Sunday Morning, to avoid, the fall of the thunder-bolt? Nay. rather, he

November 17th, 1У0І, by deliberately Bought thepnbUdly and tool np lb.position to any lingering pity or kind
agv. aleiindee м SCLAV en , о. o. °* antagonism which were certain to lead «.theorem *" J

........... . . I snppoee that he, too, who had travelled all hta llte-ll keepe hi. poaltloa of authority over the traitor, and when
Then said Jean, nnto him, the, them doeat, do qnlck- ^ Ьецсте ,be New Testament nerrstlvee with that heaayelohlm, 'That thon doeet, do quickly I" It Is a

ly. John ЖІІІ. 17. black thing cloeing the date ahead, vu conscious, as he weed of command, which says : "I am ready. You do
“ That ikon doeet ?" Not •• art about to do." For, drew nearer and nearer to It, that In a strange

when the die wee east end the resolution fixed, the deed, both repelled end attracted him. And eo If I might »
eo far ee lie doer’s responsibility and its effects on hie eay, he turned to Judaa, aa a lamb that wee being a’aln
character were, concerned, was already done. When might have lifted its Innocent eyee to the sacrifice*, sad man hee power over him, but that he is voluntarily sur-
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theyDaijM's desire to build the Temple waa negatived, it waa said, “ Do it quickly Iм Ah I brethren, that brtoge him rendering hi
•pitTlcS him, '* Forasmuch aa It waa in thine heart’' it waa very near to weak heart». fell to the ground, that he might have departed. He

'counted as performed Human law deale with acts. All 
noble morality, and God • law, which is the noblest of 
all, deals with Intentions. And eo. not merely because 
be had a'ready been to the priests, but because he had 
fixed In hie mind to do It, Judaa la regarded by Christ aa 
already in course of his base action The principle holds 
good In reference to good and to evil purposes. Foiled 
aspirations after good, and thwarted inclinationa to evil, 
are both regarded by him aa already done.

But did not Jeaua Christ push the man over the pre
cipice by thie strange command t No ; the man had 
flung himeelf over before the command was given. As I 
tried to show you last Sunday, when speaking about the 
previous part of this verse, when the sop waa given he was 
tottering on the edge. " After’’ he had taken " the 
eop" he had gone over. And what Christ says here has 
no bearing on the decision to do the deed, but simply on 
the manner in which it waa to be done. The command 
is not “ do," but “ do quickly."

But now it seems to me that the point of view from 
which these words are mainly to be looked at ia one 
which la generally almost ignored. Suppose instead of 
puzzling ouraelves with asking the question how they af
fected Jndas, we ask the question. “ What do they eay 
about Jesus ?” To me tbey seem to be far more instruc
tive and illuminative when considered as being almost 
an instinctive cry from his heart, and having reference 
to himeelf. than when we look upon them aa being an 
instruction to the betrayer. The two references are both 
there, and I think that in order to understand all the deep 
significance of this strange injunction we have to take 
both into account. My purpose this morning is just to 
try to embrace both theae elements or points of view in 
our consideration.

First, then—and, to me, by far the more Important—I 
cannot but bear in thie injunction.

I. — THR'CRY OF A HUMAN INSTINCT IN THR PROSPKCT 
OF A GKKAT PAIN AND SORROW.

“ That then doeet, do quickly.” Do we not all know 
that feeling In looking forward to something unwelcome 
or painful that ia Impending—” would it were over ?”
There are few things that try the firmest nerve» more 
than the long anticipation of the leaden footsteps of the 
alow hours that bring ua some great trial, shock, or loea.
The cup of bitterneea ia lees bitter when we can drink it 
off at a gulp ; more bitter when it haa to be sipped. An
ticipated sorrow» make men more impatient than do an
ticipated joye. And it aeema to me that here we have 
juet that stronge paradox that we all know eo well, of 
stretching out a hand to bring the thing from which we 
shrink nearer to ua, juet because we shrink from it.
Doee it not bring our Lord very near, if we think that he 
turned to the betrayer, and after he had given up trying 
to influence him, aaid in effect : “ The one kindneea 
you can atill show me ia to do your work quickly.” He 
shrank from the Cross, and therefore he desired that It 
should come ewiftly. For he, too, knew the agony of 
the protracted anticipation, and would fain hasten the 
alow drip, drip, drip, of the laggard momenta, and 
bring, and have done with, that which he knew was com
ing. If we found such a aayirg as thie recorded in the 
biography of any great martyr or hero, we should at once 
come to the conclusion that he was therein expressing 
that natural, instinctive feeling. Why should we scruple, 
except from a misplaced reverence, to say that the same 
feeling is expressed by it when the words come from the 
lips of Jesus Christ ? His death was unique, bnt he 
•bows ns bis brotherhood, not only in the fact, bnt in the 
manner, of the death, and in his attitude towards it when 
it waa yet but an anticipation and a near prospect

One ia the more inclined to hear that familiar tone in 
the word» of my text, if we remember how something of 
the same kind of desire to accelerate that from which 
Ha ah rank ia obvious during all the narrative of hla last 
day». Do you remember how he set hie face aa a flint 
«і hie last journey to Jerusalem, with auch a tension in 
hla countenance and resolved determination In hta swift 
Step» up the rocky road from Jerico, that the died plea 
were conscious of something unusual and followed be
hind, aa the Rvangeliet eaye, silently and in amazement <
What was the meaning of our Lord’» entire reversal of 
ell his prwrioua policy—if I may use that word—on the 
occasion of hie public entrance into Jerusalem ? What 

the manning of hla daily going into the Temple, 
lag out the money-changers, and pouring out the 

finie el We hot Indignation upon scribes and phsHsese

logy
waited, and let them lay hold on him. It waa not Roman 
nails that fastened him to the Croee; it was the “corda of 
love” that hound him there. Throughout the whole of 
hla Paaalou the same characteristics are prominent, and 
they are plain here

Bnt, beyond that, there la another point of view from 
which the words moat be regarded. To Judaa Ibis com
mandment waa equivalent to aaying, “Take your own 
way." Jeeue Christ left him to do what he would.

Let me eay one word, before I go further, about that 
of which ihe wish to get it over waa a symptom, vis , the 
shrinking from the Croee. It waa perfectly Inal active 
and natural, the recoil of the sensitive corporeal nature 
from pain and suffering, which la neither Hjçht a«r wrong 
in itself, being natural and Involuntary But there waa 
something more, as we see from the etory of the last 
hours. Moat men, however much they are cowards in 
their live», die calmly; Jesua did not. The agitation, 
the horror of great darknea,, the recoil end desolation of N«. brethren, the analogue to that, the thing which

corresponds to it, in yonr experience and mine, ia a con
dition to which, more or leee completely, we are all ex
posed, and to which some of na have drawn very near, 
when we are conadone of no restraints of conscience, 
when nothing seems to pull ua back from evil that we 
are inclined to do. 'I do not know that anybody ever 
cornea to absolute and entire Inseneitlveneea of con-
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aeldihia whole nature, are neither heroic nor admirable ; not 
explicable in my poor judgment, except on one hypothe
sis : “ The Lord bath made to meet on him the iniquity 
of ua all.” That burden weighed him down, and made 
hie death leee calm than have been the deaths of thou
sands whose calmness came from himeelf. If we bring 
in that deeper element, we understand not only the cry 
of deeolation that broke tragically through the silent, 
dark hours, but we understand the shrinking and the 
strange paradox of feeling which turn» the shrinking into 
its apparent opposite when he said, “ That thoudoest, do 
quickly."

But if we would probe the whole depth of the revelation 
which is given in this saying of onr Lord a own emotions 
and thoughts, we have to torn to another aspect of it. 
I have spoken of this bring the expression of his shrinking 
from the Cross, but can you not hear in it an expression 
also of his resolved will to go the Cross ? That shrinking 
of which I have been speaking, and which I have called 
purely human, instinctive, and Involuntary, and perfec - 
ly neutral, in so far as any moral quality is concerned— 
that shrinking, if I may use such a figure, never climbed 
np from the lower depths of instinctive feeling into the 
place where the Will sat enthroned. The mist lay in the 
bottoms ; the summit kept always clear. He shrank,but 
he never allowed his will to waver. The tempest beat 
on the windward side of the ship, but the helm was kept 
firn\, and the bow pointed always in the same direction. 
Jesus Christ wee steadfast in his purpose from the begin
ning to the end. “The Son of Mao came not to b* 
ministered nnto, but to minister, and to give hie life a 
ranaom for many.” And eo. all hia life long, through 
all thoae gracious and wonderful ministrations of hia, 
when hia heart waa open to all distress, and hla eye open 
to all the loveliness of nature, the flower» of the field, 
and the liiiee of the plain, there lay in hie heart the fixed 
purpose, to die for men.

Brethren, why waa Jesus Christ thus determined ? 
What was It that kept the fixed will thus ever pointing 
in the one direction ? What was it that abut down the

(wh
andi
fenc
Revl
agre
but 1

a fai
text
closi
polie

science. I hope not. Bnt many of us do come awfully 
near it, and all of ua tend toward it in some direction». 
For I snppoee we all kribw what It is to have fanlta, sins, 
to which we are eo dlapoeed and habituated aa that there 
ia very little, if any, conadone check or pull-back when 
we contemplate doing them again. It la an awfnl soli
tude into which a man cornea then. With our own hand» 
we pnll up the buoya, and put out. the light-houaea, and 
pitch overboard the compass, and laah the helm, and go 
to sleep in onr bunka—and what happen» then ? Why ! 
we are bumping on the black rocka, with half the ahip’e 
aide torn to ehive.e, before we know where we are. So 
let na take care leet, by doing what Judaa did, we get 
into the place where Jndaa stood, where conscience, 
which ia God’s voice, and drcnmetancee, which are 
God a hand,.shall no longer keep ue back, aod we shall 
wipe our mouths and eay, “I have dona no harm.”

Do not let na forget that the only man that Jeans 
Christ ever, if I may uae the word, abandoned, was an 
apostle. And how did he come to that fatal position ? 
A» I tried to ehow you last Sunday —by a very familiar 
road. He bad been with Christ and neglected him. He 
had listened to hia teaching and Ignored it. He bed re
ceived the fall fl une of hia love upon hla heart, and I* 
had not melted him. So he grew worse and wore» « il 
he came to thie—“Do it quickly I"

Bnt ia not that which I have called, perhaps too §tru «g. 
ly, abandoned—the letting of a man have hia way—4» n i 
that a kind of appeal to him, too, and a seeking of 1 -i 
by the only way by which there ia a chance of fini in 
him ? We all know that sometimes the beat thing thaï 
can happen to a man ia that he ahell drink aa he haa 
brewed, that he shall be “ filled with the fruit of hie own 
device»,” that he ahall be obliged to reap aa he haa sown 

shrinking, that coerced the nature which innocently aid lhst if he piay wlth fire he ahall be allowed to pbv 
necessarily recoiled from suffering sud psin ? I believe with it, and find out when be looVs at his

palms what a fool he haa been. God seeks ua sometimes 
tlon of the ilgni6e.net .nd place ol HU de.th dtflered by letting m go, thnt we may lenrn by coneeqnencte that 
altogether In kind from the conception that . mertyr it „ етц thingi lnd , bltter thleg „ weU, to formkc
who ia willing to die for a canae, and to pay down hla the Lord onr God " Do It qhlckly," and find ont how
life as the price of hie faithfulness,, might entertain. To rich yon are with thirty pieces of silver in your pocket,
Jeans Christ, as I read his own sayings, death was not en^ a betrayed Master on your conscience. I say that
th.lneadt.bl.con.rqnenceof h,a di,charging the mla- •“к"ЧІ
.ionwhichhew.ercadytof.ee. It waa, ahall І му, No man la eo left aa that return i. impoealblr. No man
the climax of the mission, and that for which he was is so left aa that he cannot be forgiven. If Judas
born. And then, attll deeper, if you nek me why wan he 1«>. lost not beennae be betrayed hla Master—for
thn. rigidly and cnatanuy de— to die? I &£
nnawer, It waa love that backed up hi. will, end kept It betrayed, he deepnlred. The denier "went ont and
from ever wavering. Because he loved us, and gave him- wept bitterly,” the betrayer “ went out and hanged him- 
eelf for na, therefore, па I have «.id, he ahnt down the «»•’’ « he hed let remoras become repentance, e« 
recoil, nnd kept himeelf „..dlly determined to end.,, ^.  ̂imm îta riran
the Croee, deapi.log the ah.me like юте strong aprifig, to^ÈIght hare been forgiven mid cle.naed -B.pUat 
always active behind some object which it preaaea con- Time» and Freeman, 
atantly forward against a cutting knife, ho ihe love of 
Jeeue Christ bore him onward, all through hie ’ career, 
and if l may not eay that It drove hlm, I may eay «hat it 
led him, through alibi. .«8.,In,a nnto the l«t of nil.

It wu . universal love, and it in aa Individualising K.nnldv, . Dell Жаркі, aaloonhae^r. lor eolltog boa 
love. "He loved me," aeye the apootla, "and gave him hnabswa nqaav. R.lda«ee waa Introduced to show tbet 
eelf for me " Kecb of n. hee the right—ead If we bave < 1 erlge» hecaw taionlceiod as Hqeoi heegBt of Ken 
the right, we ere under the obligation-to any the ваше °*Д,.**1°*?"*>tt|*‘iT*!*t^|| JÎ? J?*"* 
thing, and to take of lhat great rive, of th. water of Ilf. 1*щ Thie I. Ik. drat aLaTurios . th. Lew
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aid leva that flow# sat of tba heart of Jeeue, and tara It itoeuaa law prohlhttf^l Ihe aale a# ІЦоо* ta leohrtetna. 
into ear owa Utile plot Because he loved аи he 
to “the Croee, deepletag Ihe eheme ” He subdued the 
ahriaklag, end welcomed death. Whee he haag aa the 
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