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SSEMBLY NOT YET AGREED
* ONSUBJECT OF CHURCH UNION

]

‘S‘tirring Speeches in Favor of and Against
Movement--New Brunswicker from Buffalo
Presents Greetings of U. . Assembly. .

At yesterday afternoon’s session of
the Presbyterian General Assembly
the first matters brought up were
overtures for the division of the pres-

_ bytery of Calgary. These were agreed
to.

FROM THE NORTHERN STATES.

it was then the assembly’s pleasure
to listen to Rev. Dr. Chapman, who
brought greetings from the church of
the Northern States. ‘The remarks of
Dr. Chapman will have a particular
{nterest to the people of St. John be~
cause the place of his birth is New
Brunswick. He is now located at Buf-
falo, N. Y.

Dr. Chapman regretted that Dr.
Johnson who was deputed along with
him to bear greetings to the dominion
assembly from their brethren in the
States, 'was unable to come, and yet
he feit a selfish satisfaction on this
account, because his intended associ-
ate was a taller man tham he. Dr.
Chapman is over six feet tall and this
remark created a general laugh. Con-
tinuing the sald he felt it a great plea-,
sure and an honor to be present among
80 many distinguished Canaddans, but
it added much to his feelings to know
that he was in his native province. It
was here that he acquired the first
knowledge ©of his faith, but he was a
member of the Canadian church for

only a little while. He referred to the

visit of Rev. Dr. Fletcher, ex-modera-
tor, and Dr. ‘Warden to the last gen-
eral assembly of the church in the

United States, and .said that it was a

matter of especial pleasure to him to

¥now that he was selected to reecipro-
ate visit. Alluding to the ques-

%nﬁxtich the last general assembly

&7 the United States dealt with, he

said that Christian education was one

of the first things to call for. consid-
eration. But in the matter of Chris-
tian education he was forced to admit
| that both Methodists and Congrega~
. tionalists had gone beyond Presbyter-
jans in the United States. Both these
. denominations had  reaped fruits
which the Presbyterian church had
mot in the planting of colleges in the
west. The fault lay largely in the
fact that Presbyterians, as they have

| been aptly described, are “God’s silly |

people,” in that they give profusely of
their cash in the furtherance of the
| work of other Christian sects and neg-
! lect their own, He asked if the Pres-
| byterianswf Canada were afflicted with
| & similar leakage. Amother question
{ which held the attemtion of the United
| ‘States general assembly and which he
' wished to emphasize, was the advance
‘tn the evangelistic propagation of the
Bible. The results were wonderfully
encouraging and the expectati is
that another year will bring forth
ore encouraging reports.
mDr. Chapman next talked Church
Union, a subject which upon his ar-
val he found litérally to permeate
%the atmosphere of the dominion. It
was simply “ in the air,” a stage to
| which it had not yet attained in the
' United States. The only union move-
quent which he had witnessed in the
. States was the proposed union of two
| pfesbyterian  sects, the Cumber-
lanW@s Presbyterian  church, which
| grose~ out of the revival of
181797, and the regular church,
{Ude then alluded to the revi-
| sion of the confession of faith, which
was accomplished by the last United
! Btates General Assembly. The revision
{ mlthough radical seemed to suit all
‘\ concerned, and the - most remarkable
| geature of the whole incident was the
{ pverwhelming vote with which it was
! yeceived. Union with the Canadian
' church had never yet been considered,
but when that time should come the
‘Canadian church would be called upon
‘to assist the church of the United
° l@tates in \clearing up a very dark ques-
‘tion. (Laughter.) Several vials of
, divine judgment, said Dr. Chapman,
have been poured out in the United
States, but more would be poured out
| pefore the colored problem is solved.
{The white men refuse to sit with the
Q.black in the same Presbytery, but he
'hoped that the time was not distant
lswhen the arrangement could be ef-
Fected for the holding of separate
/Presbyteries. The Christian church of
| today, exclaimed Dr. Chapman, is em-
phasizing one great dogma and one
‘ereat demand: “God so loved the world
f(;at he gave his only begotten Son;”
' and “Go ye into all the world and
preach the Gospel.” This dogma and
this demand are receiving practical
guifilment by the men in the field, who,
sinking denominational distinctions,
are achieving practical results. He was
greatly surprised when he came to
Canada to find union with a non-Pres-
byterian church advocated. It was a
great thing that such a _proposltion

could be talked about calmly and de--

fiberately, and he believed that the
time was come when the church of
Christ is realizing its obligation. All
things that differentiate and separate
gre being sunk in the advancement of
the one great object, the evangelization
of God’s people.

The annexation of Canada was jocu-
garly alluded to. That, said Dr. Chap-
man, had been subjected to a turn of
tide. Instead of the people of United

Btates annexing Canada, it seemed ra-
ther that Canada was annexing the !

United States
great emigration of Americans to the
Canadian west. This naturally brought
up the question of the evangelization
of the west, a problem which he hop-

~and believed was being better look-

“after in Canada now than it was
. yiars ago in the United States. The
preat neglect in

as evidenced by the,

}
}

e

by the fact that now they virtually
have foreign missions in the west.
‘Whether the union of Christian bodies
is effected or not the Presbyterian de-
nomination and other denominations
should have a.grip on the immigration
agencies of the county.

Dr. Chapman _expressed the hope
that the 45th degree of latitude would
not much longer stand in the way of
union between the Canadian and Un-
ited States church. A line written by
the poet laureate, Alfred Austin, apt-
ly described the situation: “We sev-
ered have too long been,” or “Too long
we have been severed,” or “We have
been severed too long.” Which of the
forms was the correct ome, Dr, Chap-
man was not certain, but he thought
one as good poetry as the other.,

MODERATOR RETURNS GREET-
INGS.

The moderator, Df. Milligan, said it
was ‘a_peculiar honor in having pres-
ent & member from the Presbyterian
church of the United States. He
thought that the church 1in Canada
and in the United States were work-
ing on to one great end and that real-
ly there is no dividing line between
them. One thing both Americans and
Britons should be determined onm, that
whatever comes up, there must be no
line between Anglo-Saxons,

Dr. Chapman remained seated on the

platform.
THE GREAT SUBJECT.

The report of the committee on
respondence with other churches
loose the terms of discussion on
question of church union.

DR. WARDEN EXPLAINS.

The report was submitted by Rev.
Dr. R. H, Warden. He explained how
that on the 21st of March last the com-
mittee appointed by the last assembly
met in Toronto in conference with the
committees appointed By the general
conference of the Methodist church of
Canada and the Congregational union
of Canada, at which the following re-
solntion was unanimously adopted.

“That this joint committee, compos-
ed of representatives of the Presbyter-
jan, Methodist and Congregational
churches, assembled to confer together
respecting an organic union of the
churches named, would reverently and
gratefully recognize the token of the
Master’s presence as evidenced by the
cordial, brotherly spirit and earnest
desire for Divine guidance maintained
throughout the entire session.

“While recognizing the limitations
of our authority as to any action that
would commit our respective churches
in regard to a proposal that is yet in
the initial stage, we feel free, never-
thele.s, to say that we are of one
mind, that organic union is both desir-
able and practicable, and we corhmend
the whole subject\to the sympathetic
and favorable consideration of the
chisf assemblies of the churches con-
concerned for such further action as
they may deem wise and expedient.”

Continuing, Dr. Warden said that so
far as it was possible to gauge senti-
ment with regard to the question, there
seemed to be a strong desire for union.
It was very important that the ques-
tion should be looked at from the
point of economizing men and money.
Union must tend directly in the saving
of a large number of men and a large
sum of money. Though there is need
of money and men to extend the @os-
pel, the main object is the glorifying
of God. (Applause.) At the same time
he thouaght it would be very unwise to
unduly push the matter. The best way,
he thought, to further it was to move
slowly. He believed that leading prin-
ciples should first be laid down and
sanctioned, and that details should be
leff for settlement at a later period.
The hand should not be put to the
plough jin this matter unless it was the
bona fide intention to go forward.

MOVES APPROVAL OF RESOLU-
TION.

Dr. Warden moved that the Assem-
bly approve the resolution adopted by
the general conference of the Method-
ist charch of Canada on the question
of union, which it was unanimously
agreed to recommend to the General
Assembly. The General Assembly in
respsnse was asked to pass the follow-
ing:

“The General Assembly thanks the
General Conference of the Methodist
church in Canada for their courtesy in
transmitting to them a copy of the re-
solution on chureh union, adopted by
the conference at its meeting in Sep-
tember, 1902.

«“The Generdl Assembly is one with
the General Conference in its desire to
promote organic union among the
evangelistic churches, so far as this
can be accomplished, with due regard
to-all the interests involved ,and espe-
cially the promotion of the efficiency
of the church of Christ in carrying
forward its great work at home and
abroad.

“The Assembly is gratified by the
fact that the question of union be-

! tween the Methodist church of Can-

ada, the Congregational church in
Canada and the Presbyterian church in
Canada is redeiving consideration by
many in the membership of these
churches, and especially that the Gen-
éral ~on‘erence of the Methodist church
should have adopted a deliverance
breathing the truly Christian spirit of
the resolution which has been trans-
mitted to the Assembly.

“The General Assembly, in response,

this regard of the | appoints a committee on union, with

$hurch in the United States was shown instructions to confer, with the similax

committees of the Methodist, Congre-
gational and other churches, to report
to the next: General Assembly.

‘“The Assembly prays that the spirit
of truth, wisdom and love may rest
upon the committees of these churches
in all conferences which they may hold
upon the very important subject which
they are appeinted to consider.”

Dr.Warden thought that union could
be effected. He explained that the
words “othér churches” had been add-
ed so as to open the door to the Baptists
and Anglicans. He. referred to. the
frankness and heartines which
characterized the addresees de-
livered by their brothers of
the Episcopal Church in the
morning, and  he thought after such
a manifestation of rapproachment no
one should despair of union, even with
the Episcopal Church.

PRINCIPAL PATRICK FAVORS IT.

«Dr, Patrick of Manitoba  Col-
lege followed with an = elo-
quent address favoring union.
He .sajd that the assembly in

‘the present instance was making his-

tory and he believed 'that the day
would be looked back upon as one of
the greatest days in the church. The
.voice of God was being heard. He
told .what made him an advocate of
church union from the very beginning.
It was. the experience which he had
derived in the great Canadian west,
wheré people had virtually stepped
over the barriers of denominational
distinction and worked hand in hand
in, the furtherance of the Christian
cause. He did not see how the as-
sembly could escape the problem. Pro-
testant denominations are workigg in
unity in the foreign fields; it was just
as possible for them to work in unity in
the home fields. The movement had
come upon them spontaneously; it was
the result of no human effort. In the
west they believed it a people’s union,
not a preacherg’ union. - If he were
to be asked upon what grounds he
favored union he would answer: Union
will have the effect of raising stipends
and of avoiding confliction. Many
ministers in the west are recelving
only the wages which unskilled labor
receives, - He did not say this for the
purpose of making a comparison, but
only to show the condition of minis-
ters, due, he believed, to
disunion. Union will give the
minister the . freedom he is
longing for and afford him more
scope for the exercise of his powers.
From union will arise the creation of
a new type of minister. The fusion of
the Presbyterian and Methodist types
will give a type of Christian charac-
ter higher than exists in the world.
Union will mean a much larger mea-
eure of aggressive work both at home
and abroad. Union will give the
churches greater influence in the dis-
cussion of public affairs, such as the
observance of the Sabbath.

ASSEMBLY MAKING HISTORY.

The benefits to be derived were ad-
mittedly great, but he did not over-
look the fact that the difficulties to
be overcome were quite formidable.
The assembly in the present instance
was approaching the highest problem
it was ever called on to confront.
Doctrinal differences would not be easy
to overcome; the adjustment of church
polity would be doubtless difficult,
the question of discipline would be hard
to settle. But these difficulties
though great, were surmountable, He
did not think that any one would ser-
fously raise doctrinal questions. They
were not going to discuss matters of
faith in each church, but to address
themselves to practical questions.
Methodists and Presbyterians were to
recognize each other’s excellencies.
There are questions which will always
from the very constitution of human
nature remain open. That separation
is to be avoided and union to be
sought is an axiomatic principle with
Presbyterians. If there was ever to be
@ united Protestant church he believed
that they were taking the great first
step. *

Dr. Patrick seconded Dr. Warden’s
motion.

DR. SEDGEWICK ALSO IN FAVOR.

Dr. Sedgewick thought the assembly
would do wisely in passing Dr. War-
den’s motion. While he realized. the
benefits to be had from union yet he
had his doubts whether Dr. Patrick’s
glowing vision would be realized. For
the present it was advisable to meet
together and see what could be done
in the way of union.

WOULD HELP THE WEST.

Rev. Dr. Macrae, formerly pastor of
St. Stephen’s church in this city, spoke
strongly in favor of union. The west
was demanding it, he said. He In-
stanced one place in which there were
five churches of different denomina-
tions, the combined congregations of
which could not flll any one of the
churches. With union such condition
of affairs would vanish. He believed
therea was not a man present who
would not go, if called upon, and
preach in a Methodist church. There
must be a possibility .of rising above
theological differences. Doctrines are
no doubt fundamental, but were not
a bar to union. For the sake of the
western brethren he urged strongly
the passing of Dr. Warden’s motion.

DR. McLAREN’'S AMENDMENT.

Rev. Dr. McLaren of Knox College,
had very seldom risen to speak under
a greater- gesponsibility. The request

from the Methodist church of Canada
was so Christianly and so brotherly
that Presbyterians should respond to
it in a similar tone. He thought the
motion made by Dr. Warden should
be passed with an amendment. It
was unsafe for Dr. Patrick and other
advocates of union 'to take their own
conclusion for the leadings of the spir-
it. Many things had been accepted as
leadings of the spirit that Presbyter-
jans could not accept. In the present
case some favored church union be-
cause they desired greater laxity in
doctrine, some because they had mo
strong cofvictions, but were general-
ly in favor, in love and friendship.
The committee should have simply re-
ported to the assembly instead of en-
tering upon the work of propagation.
Dr. McLaren saw grave difficulties in
the doctrinal distinctions. Presbyter-
ians were accustomed to find in Scrip-
ture the warrant for their belief in
the doctrine of election. They affirmed
doctrines which the Methodists denied.
Has Scripture no teaching for us? For
three hundred and fifty years minis-
ters and elders had subscribed to the
doctrines of the Westminster confess-
fon. Must that be given up? We are
asked to throw aside three centuries
of history. Professor McLaren went
on to .speak of the great progress of
the church in thirty years. There was
no need, he said, to put up the flag of
distress and call upon other churches
for help. Was it wise to throw into
the church this question which would
cause distraction, discussion and it
might ‘be disintegation.

+Dr. McLaren raised quite a storm
by moving an amendment to Dr.
Warden’s motion. The amendment was
the insertion of the following words
in the fourth paragraph of the resalu-
tion asked to be passed by the general
assembly: “With instruction to con-
sider the propriety and practicability
of such union,” making the whole
paragraph read as follows: “The gen-
eral assembly in response appoints a
committee on union with instructions
to confer with the similar committees
of the Methodist and Congregational
churches and consider the propriety
and practicability of such union and
to report to the next general as-
sembly.”

AMENDMENT CONSIDERED TUN-
NECESSARY.

President Forrest of Dalhousie Uni-
versity; objected to Dr. McLaren’s
amendment. He thought that the
guestion had passed that stage.

ANOTHER AGAINST UNION.

Dr. Robert Campbell of Montreal,
one of the clerks of the assembly,
made an address against union. He
believed that the work of the Metho-
dists and Presbyterians was being
done wéll and that union could not
improve it. He could not entertain
the idea of union, because Presbyteri-
ans were not prepared to lay aside
their idiosyncrasies and peeculi-
arities. They would not be
Presbytérians if they did. If no
cognizance were taken of doctrine the
type of minister to be produced, as
mentioned by Dr. Patrick; would be
neutral, a very milk and water type.

Some commissioners—*“No, no.”

THINKS IT IMPRACTICABLE.

Dr. Campbell would not take back
what he had said. No doubt the great
cardinal doctrines were taught in the
church with which union was desired,
but that was no argument in favor of
union. He thought the Presbyterians
were distinct from the Methodists,
more so than from the Baptists -and
Episc¢opalians. He favored confed-
eration of the churches, in which each
would retain its individuality and go
on in its own work. The Eastern
church, so far as he could judge, had
little inclination for union.

Some commisioners—“No, no.”

He adyucated caution, as he believ-
ed that an organic union was a thing
that could not be counted on at pre-
sent.

PRES. FORREST NOT IN A HURRY.

President Forrest said that it was
not the intention to force union on any
one. He believed”it was inevitable.
It was as much a practical question in
the east as the west. Union would re-
lieve the present lack of labor and
funds. He did not propose that they
should hurry it, but he thought the
present not the proper time to put Dr.
McLaren’s motion as to whether union
were practicable. The resolution
should go through in its unaltered
form.

Some commissioners here moved ad-
journment, but it was ruled out by the
moderator.

QUESTION NOT PUT TO MEETING.

Rev. Mr. Turnbull of Toronto, sec-
onded Dr. McLaren’s motion to amend
the resolution, and proceeded to give
reasons against union, mentioning par-
ticularly the teaching in the theologi-
,cal colleges. 2

The question, however, was not put
to the Assembly, as the time for ad-
‘journment had arrived. The moderator
asked if all were agreed to adjourn;
ment. Many called for the question,
while others who wanted further con-
sideration of the important subject
wished the session to adjourn. The
assembly accordingly adjourned.

.

EVENING SESSION.

The evening session opsned with
singing, followed with prayer by Dr.
 Torrance of Guelph. A large number
of ladics were present, and the music
was led by a strong choir composed
of members of the choirs of St. An-
drew’s, St. Stephen’s and St. David’s
churches.

The speakers were interesting and
the business transacted without any
drawbacks whatever. A feature of the
evening was_ the excellent address of
E. H. Brandt, wrinecipal of the Pointe-
aux-Trembleg mission schools in Que-
bec. Mr. Brandt, who is of French
descent, is doing a wonderful educa-
tional and spiritual work in Quebec,
and his address last evenlng gave evi-
dence of his deep sense of duty and
the sincerity with which he is work-
ing for the good of his fellow-men.’

AUGMENTATION FUND.

Dr. Smith submitted the report of
the augmentation committee (eastern
section). The committee were able to
report to the effect that the work was
in a more prosperous condition than
usual.

Receipts for the year have been
somewnat smaller than during the
previous year, but more congregations
have been aided at a less cost than
before; the credit balance is larger
and the working balance stands at
$5,500. Fifcy-four congregations have
received grants, as against fifty-two
for the previous year, and nearly the
whole of them have had continuous

service of pastors through the year.

As usual, deferred applications were
dealt with in October, and the follow-
ing grants, additional to those which
were sanctioned by the last Assembly,
were made:

Presbytery of Haliqu.
Middleton....
Coburg Road.... o.se see svovis

Presbytery of St. John.
Bort Kent., . coisaveev ey
Fairville.. ... S es % svewsss 100
St. Matthew’s, St. Johfl..c.s eeeees 275
Greenfield ..... . vevses 200
St. James and Union.. eassse 100

Presbytery of Miramichi,
BHETTON sicee scccvos sos eowssqoniss$200
Blackville.. .....

Presbytery of P. E. Island.
West and Clyde Rivers ...... ....$17%
Cavendish., 80

wotal.. o veucns .o . $2,043

The receipts for the year were §10,-
300.33; of which $9,210.79 was from con-

...$300
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gregations, $240.92 from donations, $50

from bequests and $189.43 from inter-
est.

The payments on account of grants
for the twelve months ended February
29th were $8,252.65, and $75 on account
of the previous year, making a total
of $8,327.65. Office expénses amounted
to $283.37, and all other outlay to
$218.14, making a total expenditure of
$8,829.16, which, in addition to the
working balance of $5,500, leaves a cre-
dit balance of $1,180.53.

The increasé in local support has not
been great, but it is a little larger than
it was the previous year, viz., $520, as
against $457. The grants sanctioned
for the current year are upwards of
$2,000 greater than they were at the
same date last year, but the deferred
applications are much fewer, and it
will be seen that the amount voted for
such applications in. October last year
very nearly equals the difference.

The committee is deeply grateful, not
only for the generous support which
this scheme is receiving from the
church generally, (only some 20 con-
gregations in all failing to contribute
within the year covered by this re-
port), but also for the continuous sup-
ply of ordinances which a large num-
ber of congregations have enjoyed, of
which, apart from the aid thus re-
ceived, they would in many cases have

‘been deprived, and for the evidence

which this work affords of the unity
of the church and of the willingness
of the strong to help the weak, as well
as of the readiness of the weak to
bear a fair share of their own bur-
dens and to aid generously in the sup-
port of the schemes. Of this willing-
ness a substantial proof is to be found
in the facts that these congregations
have contributed on an average of

'$5.04 per communicant in the way of

self-support, and no less than $1,343.95
towards the augmentation fund, as
well as $6,896.17 to the other schemes,
or a total of $7,240.12, an amount only
$1,970.67 less than the whole sum con~
tributed by congregations to aid them.

Since the closing of the accounts of
a bequest of $3,176.56 has been receiv-
ed from the estate of the late Philip
Thompson, Halifax, which the com-
mittee has directed to be put into the
consolidated fund, so that the interest
of the same may be available from
Yyear to year.

Dr. Smith moveéd the adoption of the
report, and T. C. James, elder, second-
ed it. The report was adopted.

WESTERN SECTION.

Dr. Lyla presented the report of the
augmentation committee, western sec-
tion. The report showed that during
the year the following augmented
charges have been self-sustaining con-
gregations: in the synod of Montreal
and Ottawa, Apple Hill, Dunbar; in
the synod of Toronto and Kingston,
Sunderland, Mount Albert; in the sy-
nod of Hamilton and London, Hag-
ersville, Windham and Delhi, Blythes-
wood; in the synod of Manitoba and
Northwest Territories, Selkirk, St.
Paul’s, Winnipeg, Estevan, Oxbow,
Pierson, Wapella; and in the synod of
British Columbia, Spallumcheen,

The following mission stations have
been raised to the position of augment-
ed charges: in the synod of Montreal
and Ottawa, Lochaber, Morton, Vars
and Scotland; in the synod of Toron-
to and Kingston, Rosseau, Roslin, Al-
ton, Callander, Bruce Mines, Copper
Cliff, Manitowaning, Richard’s Land-
Ing, Cedarville; in the synod of Ham-
ilton and London, Locke St., Hamilton;
in the synod of Manitoba and the
Northwest Territories, Egremont,
Rosthern, Minota, Pettapiece, Gains-
boro, Waskada, and in the synod of
PBritish Columbia, Foothills, Belmont,
Fort Saskatchewan, Lacombe, Central
Park, Mission Langley. :

In the presbytery of Ottawa the aug-
mented congregation of Chelsea was
transferred to the care of the home
mission committee.

From this it will be seen that four-
teen augmented charges have become
self-sustaining, that twenty-seven mis-
sion stations have been placed on the
augmented list, and that one augment-
ed dharge was put on the home mission
roll. Thus the growth of the home
mission work has-thrown an additional
burden of $2,000 a year on the aug-
mented fund. To provide for this con-
gregations must increase their contri-
butions to the augmentation fund to
at least $30,000. If they fail to do this
your fund will next year be in debt, or
your committee will be forced — most
reluctantly forced — to reduce its
present minimum.

During the year grants have been
made from the century augmentation
building fund to the foHowing congre-
gations: Sturgeon Falls, $100; Powas-
san, $100; Leeds and Sylvester, $100.

The committee has adopted the fol-
lowing regulations governing the
distribution of sald fund:

1, That in the meantime the fund
be for the purpose of erecting manses
in augmented charges in Ontario and
in Quebec.

2. That meanwhile interest alone be
used, and in free grants according to
the judgment of the assembly’s aug-
mentation committee.

3. That application for a grant must
come through the presbytery of the
bounds, which, if it recommend the
making of the grant, shall report as
to the title of the property, the total
cost of the proposed manse and the
proportion of said cost that the con-
gregation may be expected to sub-
scribe.

At the meeting of the committee on
March - 15th, 1904 Dr. Warden, Dr.
Somerville and the convener of the
augmentation fund were appointed a
sub-committee to manage the building
fund. It was further arranged that
all applications for aid from said fund
and all documents required before aid
can be granted, be sent to Dr. Som-
erville, Owen Sound, Ontario.

Regarding vacant congregations
paying $600 or more towards salary,
it was agreed that no grant shall in

' London there were ninety-eight.

future be made nor claims paid by
the augmentation fund unless presby-
teries furnish the comrgittee with de-
tailed statements of the ministerial ex-
prenses incurred in supplying said con-
gregations.

The committee, aware of the ad-
advance of the cost of living, and of
the almost unanimous desire of the
preshyteries of the western section of
the church to have the augmented
ministers better paid, and, believing
that the minimum should be increased
by at least $50, appointed Dr. Lyle,
Dr. Wallace and Mr. Crombie, a sub-
committee to confer with the acting
executive of the home mission com-
mittee, with the view to formulate a
recommendation to the General As-
sembly at its next meeting, to increase
by $50 the minimum salary of ordain-
ed home missionaries and of ministers
of augmented charges, and of congre-
gations paying less than the proposed
minimum of $800.

The committee recommended the ap-
pointment of the following as the exe-
cutive for the year: The convener,
the secretary, the conveners of the
synodical committees, the mission sup-
erintendents, with Dr. Warden, Dr.W.
G.Wallace, Dr. E. D. McLaren, Messrs.
John Penman and A. T. Crombie.

Dr. Lyle in discussing the report
spoke of the prestige of the Presby-
terian Church and the duty of the con-
gregations in regard to giving aid to
the fund. Every minister should be
represented by at least one dollar,
alone that they should give in propor-
tion to their salaries. He referred to
the meagre salariess some ministers
receive and the difficulties with which
they meet in their endeavors to keep
themselves and their families com-
fortably. Dr. Lyle moved the recep-
tion and adoption of the report.” Dr.
Wallace of Toronto in seconding the
motion strongly urged an increase in
the minimum stipend. The augment-
ation fund this year received less sup-
port from many presbyteries in the
west than it had last year.

There were fifty-three congregations
in the Montreal and. Ottawa Synod
that last year dtd not give a dollar to
the augmentation fund; in the Synod
of Toronto and Kingston one hundred,
while in the Synod of Hamilton and
This
was a painful situation, and he yrged
that something be ‘done. at once to
remedy matters. This fund was twen-
ty-on& years of age, old ensugh to
have doas some service, and it had
done some service.

Rev. Dr. Carmichael briefly address-
ed the assembly on the report. His in-
terest in the augmentation fund was
increasing from year to year, although
at one time he was not very much in
sympathy with it. He hoped greater
interest would be taken in the fund,
and thought the ministers should
bring it more prominently before their
congregations. :

The exact wording of Dr. Lyle’s mo-
tion was as follows:.

“In order to keep the claims of the
augmentation fund before the church,
your committee recommends the Gen-
eral Assembly to enjoin the Presby-
teries to give this important scheme a
mmore prominent place in their deliber-
ations, and to arrange to visit all con-
gregations under their care, either
through deputations or through ex-
change of pulpits, to secure the sym-
pathy of the people and their intelli-
gent and loyal support.”

The report was adopted.

FRENCH EVANGELIZATION,

Rev. Dr. Mowatt of Toronto submit-
ted the report of the board of French
evangelization which stated that dur-
ing the past year the operations of the
board were carried on by thirty pas-
tors and ordained missionaries, sixteen
students and . missionary-colporteurs,
and eighteen teachers.. i

The average Sabbath attendance of
persons over ten years of age at
eighty-three preaching stations in for-
ty-one mission fields was one thousand
eight hundred and sixty, representing
eight hundred and - sixty-three families
and four hundred and fourteen single
persons connected with these families.

There are one thousand one hundred
and sixty-nine communicants, of whom
one hundred ,and forty-seven were
added during the year; eight hundred
and ‘twanty-nine scholars in the Sun-
gay schools, and six hundred and thir-
ty-six in the mission schools, of whom
three hundred and seven come from
Roman Catholic homes. Two thousand
seven hundred and ninety-five copies
of the Scripturss and twenty-four thou-
sand nine hundred and forty-three re-
ligious tracts and papers were distrib-
uted. The fields contributed $5,981 and
the schools $2,465, a total of $8,406.

The receipts for the year were
$2.565.94 less than the expenditure. The
reserve fund had to be drawn upon to
make up the deficiency. This is a
matter for regret but not discourage-
ment, for the deficiency would not have
occurred if the attention of all our
congregations had been called to the
needs and importance of these funds.

The estimates for the current year
amount to $36,000 for the ordinary
French evangelization and Pointe-
aux-Trembles funds.

The report stated that the colpor-
teurs, teachers and missionaries have
aimed primarily and steadfastly at giv-
ing the gospel according to Jesus to
their fellow-countrymen. Notwith-
standing the statement made by ecc-
lesiastics of high rank, and often re-
peated, that the Bible “may be found
in almost every French Canadian fam-
ly,” the encouragement held out by
granting indulgences ito the faithful
for the daily reading of a portion of
the gospels of an approved version and
the exhortation to study the Scriptures
sometimes heard from eloquent preach-
ers on special occasions, the sad fact
has to be recorded that the number of
French <Canadian Roman Catholic
families in which a copy of the Bible
is to be found is so incredibly small
that they may be regarded as excep-
tional, while many of those that have
one owe it to Protestant missionaries.
There is certainly no evidence of any
effort on the party of the hierarchy of
Quebec to provide the present genera-
tion with the Holy Scriptures.

Referring to their missionarifes Dr.
Mowatt said that they were heroes and
were doing a mighty work. He mov-
ed the adoption of the report.

Rev. G. C. Heine of Toronto, se-
conded the motion, and pointed out the
deficiencies of the church of Rome.
When the children of the church of
Rome asked for bread they were giv-
en stones. -

The report was adopted.

E. H. BRANDT'S ADDRESS.

E. H. Brandt, principal of the
Pointe-aux-Trembles Mission schools,
was called upon and spoke briefly on
his work. At Pointe-aux-Trembles
they received boys and girls from all
over the province of Quebec and kept
them there seven months of the year.
The open Bible was the great char-
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acteristic of their schools, and they
were endeavoring to point out the
pure, clear religion of Jesus Christe
The priests try to build big churches
and manses, all for luxury. They tax
the farms of the poor people to enable
them to do this. The province of Que=
bec, where Catholicism reigns, was not
a free country.

Mr. Brandt told of many incidents .
illustrating the crueity of the priests
in Quebec, and privations which the
poor are forced to undergo. They were
excommunicated if they did anything
whatever differing from the ruling of
their priests. Referring to the mis~
sjon schools Mr. Brandt said they had
done a wonderful work for sixty
years, until now it was not at all un-
usual to have thirty or forty comse
to their communion table each winter,
in order that they might be free from
the persecutions of their own clergye.
He had been in every province of the
dominion and in all but Quebec he had
seen nothing but freedom and happi-
ness. There, wherever priests ruled,
were sorrow and privation. :

The assembly adjourned at ten
oclock to meet again this morning.

NOTES.

The chief subject for discussion this
forenoon will be Church Union and
some very interesting and instructive
addresses are anticipated. The vote
will probably be taken before the as-
sembly adjourns for dinner.

This question is the most important .
one before the assembly, and the re-
sults of the debate this morning will
be awaited with considerable interst by
many.. It is expected that difficulty
will be experienced in getting through
with the business of the assembly in
time for adjournment on Thursday.

This evening the report on Sabbath
schools will be submitted, after which
several addresses will be made.

DEMAND A NEW BOILER.

Underwriters Want Repairs Made at
. Once to Old No. [ Fire Engine,

Yesterday afternoon Mayor White

received a letter from the board of fire.

underwriters. In this the insurance

men make further requests for ime

provement in 'the fire fighting equip=-
ment., They demand that old No. 1

ergine, which is alleged to be in re-'
serve, be actually placed in reserve,
ready for use. At present the engine
is without a boiler, and some of the

insurance mern claim that no order for

a new boller has been issued. Thelr !
side of the affair is to the effect that '
Chief Kerr, seeing that the boller was
needed, asked Flemings to make one,

but that Director Wisely has not yét

given the necessary order, 6

George Fleming says that on such a /
job as this he did not think it mat-
tered about an order made out offl«
cially, and on Chief Kerr’s instructions,
his concern has gone ahead with the ,
job. There was some delay in getting
the copper tubes, but these have now;
been received, and the new boiler will,
be finished inside of a week. It will
cost between four and five hundred
dollans. .

Flcmings say they have nothing to:
do with putting the bailer in the en~
gine, but this work would take another
week. ! 7

Thus, when the letter from the un-
derwriters comes up for consideration, '
the committee of the Council will be{
able to give a satisfactory answer.

The ungderwriters have also been for °
some time seeking out. information re-:
garding chemical engines, and have
reached the conclusion that there is
but one standard make in America and
one in England. The former engine
is known as the La France, and 13
built by what is now an amalgamated
concern doing business in different
United States cities. The engines put
out by this company are recommended
by the American Protective Associa=
tion.

This afternoon at three o’clock the
underwriters will meet with members
of the Common Council for the pure
pose of considering what style and
make of chemical engines are to be
procured for St. John.

Last night about 8.30 o’clock Willie
McLeod of the north end, while wheel-
ing on Main street narrowly escaped
being run over by an electric car. Me~
Leod was running close to the track
and hearing the car coming behind
him, became alarmed and in trying te
cross the street the tire of his wheel
caught in the rails. The boy was
thrown to the pavement and narrow-
ly missed being run over.
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Boils werp so painful
could not sleep
at night.

 APPEARED ON NECK, LEGS .
AND ARMS.

Burdock 3
Blood Bitters

CURED THEM. -

It is well-known to all that bad blood l;
the direct cause of all skin diseases and it
is necessary for the blood to be cleansed
before the eruptions will disappear. For
this purpose there is nothing to equal
Burdock Blood Bitters as the thousande
of testimonials we have on band wil
testify.

Mr. Willard Thompson, McNeill's Mills,
P.E.L., writes us as follows : ‘I wish to
state to you what Burdock Blood Bitters
has dorde for me, Some time ago my blood
got out of order and many boils appeared
oo my neck, legs and arms. They were so
painful that I could not sleep at night,
After having tried many different remedies
without any success, I finally decided, o
the advice of a friend, to use Burdock
Blood Bitters, Before I had quite used
two bottles the boils had completely dise
appeared, and I wish to emphasize the
fact that I think Burdock Blood Bitterg

the begt #5562 ysiSsr on the marked

wincll,
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