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The Maiden’s Choice.

BY MRS. F. D. GAGE.

Ol ! give me the life of a farmer’s wife,
In the fields and woods so bright,

"Mong the singing birds and the lowing herds
And the clover blossoms white ;

The note of the morning’s beavecward Jark
Ts the musie sweet for me,

Avnd the dewy flowers in the early hours
The gems I love to see.

Oli! give me the breeze from the waving Lrees
The murmar of summer leaves,

And the swallows song as he skips along,
Onrtwitters beneath the eaves;

__The plowman’s shout, as be's turning out

1lis team at set of sun,

Or Lis merry good-night by the fireflys light,
When Lis daily work ts-done.

And give me the root and the luscious fruit
Aly own hands rear for food,

And the Lread so light and honey white,
And the milk so pure and good ;

For sweet the bread of Jabor is,
When the heart is strong and true,

And a blessing will come to the bearth and |

home,
If our best we bravely do.

e —— W e

INCONSTANCY,

Write on the sand when the tide is low,
Seek a epot where the waters flow,
Whisper a name when the storm is heard,
P'ause, that the echo way catch the word ;
If the pame yon write should last,
Jt echo be beard in the tempest blast,
Then believe, bat not till then,
There is truth in the vows of men.

THE §TOLEN NAILS.

They call me honest, and I thiok I am hon-
est; 1 mean to be, said-the oid man whom
we all knew as honest Juhn Russell ; but
every one don't know what made me so.

What did 7 was asked. : ;

1 carly fonud that the way of transgressors
ishard, When | was a boy I wanted a sl-d,
My father was poor,and I had to work. Al-
most the only time I had for piay was in the
long winter evenings, and then I wanted to
coust down-hill with the other boys; 1 man-
ged 1o get some pieces of board, and by a
great dea! of patient sawing, bewing and shav
ing brought them into pretty good shape for
the runners, cross picces and top bourd for a
sled. But ] had not enough nails to put them
together, aud toi a cent had I with which 16
buy more. My father would not give me
money for anjthing short of an sctual neces-
sity. My sled, therefore, lay unfinished and |
kept on the Jook-out for nails. I saved every
one that I could find out of use ; but there was
small hope of my getting enough.

One day when I wis at the mill, T saw a
box of fine new nails, just such as I wanted.
1 took some and put t in my pocket. 1

Now I could finish my
sled. ‘But the feeling of meaness that I hag
from the time I put the nails in my pocket
made me ashamed to work on it before any
one. I was always afraid that I should be

asked where T got the nails. I found oppor «

tunitics of working at it unseen, and at last it
was finished.

It was such a rough-leoking affair that it
was soon named “seratch gravel,” but it wasa
brave coaster, and not a sied on the hill could
go by it. 1 should lave had great delight in
jt if it had not been for the stolen nails. That
spoiled it all.

Seratch-gravel's the best sled on the hill,
said Will Miner.

But she's got stolen nails in her,
‘quick response.

b Seratch-gravel's the fastest sled I ever saw,
said Ned Winslow.

But she’s got stolen na’ls in her, I said to
myself

Scratch-ghavel's the greatest sled out !
-shouted all the boys; but the echo rang round
we like “stolen nails | stolen nails I

1 tried 10 off« t my theft by kindness and

generosity. I leat my sled most cheerfully to
boy who was without one, and save
every little girl who ceme in my way W'ride
n it 3 but in each one’s “thank you,” I seem-

to hear “stolen mails.

1 could not benr this. T was too unhappy.
1 determined to puy the miller for his uails it
it was a poeniblé thing I knew no better

“how to exrn the mouney than I did before I
stole them, but I was more resolved. The
case was despeiate,

I thought and thought, and at last it came

into my head that perhape I could make a few | farce Las during he year 1865 Jost sixty-nige' of the whole set.
¢

\
\

» :h d done this at first, no one would have been
'(

was the
|

!Nnh among the boys of my acquaintance by
selliog them whistles, I cut some fine willow
whips, and’ made whistles from the bark. I
filled my pockets with them, and rock them to
the coasting ground I drew my sled to the
top of the hi.l, blew a shrill bla-t on one of
my whistles, and then started off at a rapid
rute. The boys were ruused and shouted
“Hurral I" “Beavo I” When I retorned to
{ the top of the hill, they rushed around me to
jsee my whistle and borrew it. This was
in‘hn( I expected and wanted.
| What'll you give for whisiles of your own
) I asked.

wia! To you ask? what do you ask?
screnmed the U7)4

A cent apicee.

Half a dozen cents were thrust upon me |
| half a dozen wiistles were sold, and neéver
| was there & merrier™\pr a  noisieg consting
jground than we had Such whistling,
I shouting and laughing, as thesleds ran by each
Fotier down the hill ! 1 went Lhome happier
| thatwight than I had been since I had owued
the sled.

I was now eager for a Chance to go to the
mill, and it was not long before one came. A
grist was to be ground, snd I was sent with
it. I had written upon a piece of pager, “To
pay for some stolen naily,” and wrapped my
|8ix cents in it. Whilst my grist was being
ground, 1 dropped it in the miller’s nail box —
I telt g relief when I had done this 3 but it
did not last lung.  Things did not scem quite
right, after all. 1 felt guil:y still.

The miller was a rough and testy man, and
accused & boy whom he di-liked of baving
stulen the nails, and then having paid for them
through fear of being found out. The story
ran through the town and was belicved. The
poor boy was wronglully aceused through my
fault, and 1 felt ten tipes more guilly than
ever before. My conscienco upbraided me so,

men, out of which namber fourteer deaths have
occured, filteen were superannuvated from vari-
‘Ous causes, twenty-eight were promoted into
other departments, two were disinissed, and
two resizned, The mean daily number on
the sick list was 2.5 per cent of the whole
force, and the mean duration of each case
about eighteen duys. This body of men en-
Jjoyed a remarkabie exemption from cholera,

! When tha repast was ended, anl the plate
transferred to g sack, they prepared 1o dopart,
whi-pering tozether and glancinz at the |
young lady. For the first time Adelaide’s
courage gave way. and she (rembled ; but it
was not a consultation against her, as it proved.
The leader, npproached her told her that they
did not wish to lfm her —that sh: was a jol-

ly wench, regalar game, and that they wouldu't
- |

the toilet table, Tt has at least the negetive
merit of not being so dangerous as some of tho
poisonous posmetics that have preceded it.—
Whether J’d‘?ﬂy face will long be the rage it
would be rash to prediet.

A Gooo Cs,-lcn.—Gat:.Enh. dissol-
ved in chloroform, sons to & flaid of the
eansistensy ol honey produces u good cement.

and though living in localities specially at- | hurt her, but that she must swenr not 10 give, When spread, it will dry in a fow 3
tacked, one death only occurred among them | the alurm till nine or ten the next day. wlen but it can be softened by heating, Smull
from thix dizease, whicl was so severe in Lon- | they should be off ull safe. ‘I'o this of course, | patches of leathier can be cemoated on boots

don last year
A MIDNIGHT ADVENTURE.

Females ofien possess presence of mind and
the power of self control uader circumstances

to their oatare, and beyond the endurance of
a delicate organization,

Here is a striking instance of self-command
by a word by a lady whose fears must have
been powerfully excited, and whose life of af-
fluance had probably never befure given her
nerves any severer test than igincident to the
vexations of dowmestic cares. We copy the
adveoture promising, by way of explanation
that she was the duugh(er of a rector, and was
upon the'eve of her marriage,

The wedding day was 1o be on the morrow
of that on which our adventure, happoned.—
Grand preparations were made for the wed-
ding, and the rector’s fine old plate, and the
costly gifts of the bride, were discus<ed with
pride and pleasure at the Hare aud Hounds,
i tie presence of some strangers who had
come down to @ prize fizht which had taken
place in the neighburhood.

That night, Adelaide, who had ied a
separate room frow her sister, sat up late—
long after all the household had retired to rest.
She had a long interview with her father, and
bad been reading a chapter to which he had

that at last I went to my mother and told Ler
all.

I se-e but one right way befure you, my son,
she said.  The truth must be tolde The Bis|
Lle teaches us to confess our sins ; and if

ronged op your accomt. You can see iv

lis matter how sin spreads.  Your wrongdo-
[ing has led the miller to do arong—to ace
[ another of yom crime. I will go with you to
see him, and you shall tell him the truch, that
' 1o more harm may be done.

My mother walked beside me two long
"mil's through the snow, ull the way to the
imill, in an almost unbrok-n silence. Oh,
$what adong way it_seem-d! My heart was !
'heavy'as stone with sorrow ard shame. My
| mether’s face was 80 vale and sad, that when
1 looked at her, it almost made me cry.

At last we reaciied the mill My mother
bade me tell my story. 1 told it, and then
burst into tears.

‘I be rough ugiller wiped his eyes, and said—

I’'ve done wrong too. I hate that Jira Mor-
gan, and it seems I've lied about bhim.” Go-
ing to his drawer, he took out six cenis aud
offered them to m:. Here, Said he, you're
welcome to the mails. [ sve you were mot|
wade for a tinef. You'll grow up an honest
man. I retused the money.

directed her atiention, and since had packed
up her jewels, &c. She was, consequently,
still when the church clock tolled at midnight.
As it ceaed, she fancied she heard a noise like
thaut of a file, she listened but could distinguish
nothing clearly. It mizbt have been made by
some of the servanis siill about, or perhaps it
was oniy the ereaking of the old trees.  She
heard nothing but the sighing of the winter
winds for many minutes afterwards. House

breakers were mere myths in primitive Tyn-
don, and the bride elect, without a single
thought of fear, resumed her occupatigy - She
was gazing on a glitiering set of dismonds,
destined to be worn at the. wedding, when her
bedroom. door softly opened. . She turned, look
ed up, beheld a man with a “ma<k, Tiold=

She id not <cream, for her first thought wes
for her father, who sl-pt in the next room, dnd
to whom any sudden alarm might be death; for
he was old feeble, and suffering from heart
compluint. She confronted the robber boldly
and addressed him in a whiper :—

You are come, she ssid, “0 rob us.’ Spare
your soul the awful guilt of murder. My
futher sleeps in the next room, and to be start~
led from his sleep would kill him. Make no
noi~e, | beg you.

The fellow was aztonished and cowed.

No, thank you. 1 want to pay for the
nails, I said. I can’t take back the money,
aud [ turned away my head.

The mill-r laid the money on his d-sk

I've beard of your famous sled, e said., I
want you to make one for me just like it. |

1 10ld Jhim that I bad weither boards nor '
nails.

I’ll farnish boards and nails, %aid miller, and
pay you sowething for the making. | want
10 give the sled to Jim Morgan. Ibere’s an!
accuunt for me to settie with him. |
: Ishall be glad to muke the sled without
any puy, I avewered. I think [ ought to }

The miller soon scut we boards and nails, |
land [ wmade a second sled which was bo'h
 faster and better looking than my flrst. Jim
{ Morgan's sled was ackuowledsd to be the
t leader on the coasting ground, and ofien run!
'down by Scrateh gravel.  But 1 never could
|and pever wasted to teil bim he owed bis)
“Racer” to me. I bope no one ever knew it
‘but the three persons » ho were togetner when
1§ contes-ed my theit.
| Aud the miller was right when he said I'd
grow up au houest man.  I1dd. I had enough
,of stealing when I- ook his nails ; 1 never

wan:ed 10 iry it again.

e e e

The London Custem Ilouse is an extensive
estublishment.  esides the cierks and otuer
|officers whio labor in door, it emp.oys 1149
men in the various ovt door depactin nts, ot
whom 853 are stationd in London and 296 at
Giaves-ad. This number includss 851 out-
duor officers, 200 warermen, 50 m-sscngers,
| 20 watebmen, 4 eanstaoles, 2 duorkecpers and
| 22 men who form rhe erew of the revenue cut .
ter.  The otficers durig the year ending Jun-
30ih, 1867, boarded 16,315 vessels on arrival.
Buarded 4767 vusrlfvufsud bound, ani
| 14,870 liginers and barges in the Thames
viver. Ju Eogland a mun holds his custom
Lwuse position jur life, and the medieal officer
of the London establishment reports that the

~

We won't make no nowe, he replidd, sud-
denly, if you give us exery thing quieily.

Adelaide drew back \and let him take her
JjeWels—not without a pang, for they were
precious love gifis, remarking at tha same time
that two other masked ruffians stood at the
bulf opened dvor. A< he took the jewel case
and watch from the table, anl demanded her
purse, she asked him if he intended to go into
ber father's room. She received a surly affir.
mative, he wasn"t going 10 run all risks an]
leave the tin beliind | She proposed in-tondy
that she would go herself saying.

I will bring you what ever you wizh, and
you may guard me thither, and kill me if |
play false to you.

The fellow consuled his comrades, and af
ter a short parley ihey agroed 10 the progosal
und with a wistol poinied at her head, the
duantless girl crossed the passage and entered
the oll rector's ioom. Very gently stole
across the chamiver, and removing his purse
watch, keys and desk, she gave thom up to
the robbers, who s:0od at the door. The old
man slept peacefully and cabnly, thus guarded
by his child who softly shat the door, and de-
wand: d if the robbers were yet saiisfii=d

The leader said that they would be when
they had got the slow of plite spread out be
low. and that they couldn’t let her oat of <ight
and that she must go wi:lg them.  In com i~
ance with this mandate, e followed the down
~tuirs 1o the dioning room where a splendiv
vedding breakfa-t had been laid to save trouble
wnd hwrry on the morvews  To her suprive
the fellows—~ight in pumber when assembled
—svated them-olves and propared to make a
good meal. “Lhry ordercd her to get them
sut wine, and 4o eot her own wedding cake
for them, and then seated at the head of the
table, she was compelled to preside as this ex-
imordinary revel,

They ate, drank, liughed, and joked ; and
Advlnide, quick of ear and eye, bad time o
studdy, in ber qpie{ way, the figares and voices

(

&

of imminent peril which seem almost foreign !

ing a pistol in his hand, standing before her |

she was oblidged to asent, and they all in.|
sisteH on shaking hands with her. She no-!
ticed, during this parting $eremony, that ove
of the ruffians had ouly thres fingers on ths |
left hand. i

Alone, and in the despoiled room, Adelaile, |
faint and exhausted, awa ted tie first gleam of |
daglight ; then as the robbees did not return,’
8'1e stole to her ¢¥Hm, uwlrcssuh and fe!l mto
a disturbed slumber. The coisternation of
{the family next morning may be imaginei ;
and Adélaide’s story was siill more astound-
ing than the fact of the robbery itself. Pulice
| were sent for from London, and they, guided
lby Adelaide’s locid description (¢ Lor mid-
(might guosts, actually succeeded in capturing
levury one of the gang, whom the younz laly
had no difficulty ia ideatifying and swearing
to—the ‘three lingered Juck’ being the guiding
clue to the discovery. The stolen property |
was nearly all recovered, and the old rector al- !
ways declared—and with truth —that he owcdi
his life to the svIf-possession and judzment of |
his noble daughter.

The only ill-effect of the great trial to her
nerves was & disposition on the part of .the|
young hervine to lisien for midnight sounds,
and start uneasily from troubled dreams; but
time and cl of resid soon effected
cure,

BREAD MAKING.

As bread is the “staff of life,” it is a matter
of great importance that we bave the very
best which can be made. To a good house-
keeper bad bread is-a continual annoyance,
and if she is “out” of bread she fecls she is
“out” of everything.

It is compdratively easy to make good
bread, if we have good yeast. To have good
yeast follow the simple rules we will give
you i—Take a handiul of hops and boil in
two quarts of water, ten mniinutes. Then
strain the liquor off, and, while, it is yet boil-
ing hot, stir in flour enough to make a thick
batter, add two large tablespoonfuls of salt.—
Let-it:stand-antil.it-is justmilk warm_._Stir,
it thoroughly, and set in a warm place to rise.

by its u<e, in such a manneéy as to almost
defy deteition, and some shoemakers em)luy
it with great success for this purpose. It is
water proof, resisting all the elements bu.
h2at,

Ilis Brsr Savivga.—The saying of Artes
mus Ward that will be longest remembered
are that “G. Washington pever slopt over,”
and, “it would fiave bean more'n ten dollars
in Jeff Duvis’ pocket, if he lnd never Leen
bora ™ Gerald Massey, in the London Qaars
tecly, gives the folldwing as among his best
sayings—*Lhe world continues to revelve
round on her axletree once every twenty four
hours, subject 1o the constitution of the Uniied
States,” “If you ask me how pious Brigham
Youngis, I treat it as'a conuadurm, nod give
it up.”

A Little Girl, whose name was Martha, had
been on a visit. Returning, she was beset by
A very inquisitivg female, Mrs. Grimbley, who
began in a very disagreeable way o0 question
the little miss :—

Where yo been, Martha? Been to Liver-
poo!, Mrs. Grimbley.  Who did you see there,
eh? Oh! said Marth grandly, I saw an
angel. Did ye, thouzh? And what did he
say 7 Oh, he said, How do you deo, Martha ?
And wiy did yesee ? Oh, I—aw the
devil. CAnd what did he say ? He said, How's
Mrz. Grimbley ? Here the questioning end-
ed.

At Guelph, Canada, vecently, a toustry
youth; attending the circos, offered the ele-
phant 4 plag of tobacen, | Aani-
mal, which had probabiy been tricked the samo
way before, streiched oat its proboscis as if fo
take tobaceo, but inst.ad siddettlv seized tho
wigli’s hat, and aft r chewing it toa mass of
pulp, threw it down at (e fieet of the owner.

James R-,gales, of Rachester, Mass., has
found & laad tartle which wis marked by bis
brotb ¢ fifly-threé years ago. ;

n three or four hours, it will be suffi-iently
light. Put it into a jug, or a small mouther,
Jjur, cover tightly, and keep in a eool place — -
We have used this sort of yeast for years, wi,
the most perfect success, and a loaf of pag
bread is a thing unknown in our “/gmestic
economy.”

When you want to make brasj, take one
quart of milk, warm it a little, pat in a teacup
of yeast, and flour enough *s form a miss, us
thick a8 you can stir with an iron spoon.—
Cover it well with flovr, (o prevent a thick
crust being formed ov er it, and set it in a warm
corner to rise.  We consider a certain degree
of heat absolute'y essential in making good
bread. and, to ensure it, we wrap a Hinnel
| Sheet around, our bread tray, dnd, When the
| weather i coli enough to need & fire, we set
it near the stove, in the morning your sponge
18 ready o mould into loavesafter which let it
stand yntil it bas risen into the pans, then put
i"1's0 a hot oven—mind, 4 ‘ho’ oné, wot a
fenrm oie, it should be hot enough to form a
erust upoh the lodves immedintely. Then et
{ it cool off graddally. An hour is not tev long
to bake loaves of ordinary size.

A friend of ours who has always good bread
makes her yeast in this way (—She takes five
or six good sized potatoes, pares them and
‘builn them in a quart of water. When they
are boiled very soft, mashes them very fine,

The intoxication
| Z<ape, shows us 10 others, but bides us

from
ourselves. »

New Fancy GoDds.
St. Axpmews,N. B, 8th, 1867.
AvsioN House, Water St
s Market Sqiiare
JOIIN S. MAGEE is now daily receiving
- his stock of
New Stapie and Famcy Dry Goods,
which ':n hm?‘::':ben mwarkets were at lowest
rates, and are at low prices. laspection
by intending purchasers is solicited: o
-
WoTrzga.
Crowx LAxp Orrice, 26th Feb. 1867.
T is ordered in Coancil, That an person who
* has procared Land under the LZbor Act, (or
his Assigns) before the 1st day of January, 1861,
t hat not yet redided anl improved as preserib-
by the slationts; miay to have the
Sale caneelled and the Lot advertised for sale by
Public Auction, sulijé-t to the payment of the va-
lue of existing improvetients ; and if such person
or his assigms, be the purchaser, fifty per cent of
the labor retarned will be credited on the pur-
chase.
It is farther ordered, that all Sales before 1st
January, 1861, to pirsons under the Laboar Act,
and pot yet granted, shall be cancelled on the 1st
day of November, 1863, and the Lots then be-

and straius through a seive ; then adds three
tablespoonfuls of,salt, the sam- of <ugar, and|
another quart of liot water, #tics in hee flour |
whiie it is hot, and when cool evough 1o hcurl
her fingers in it without fwconveniencs; she |
put in a cup of yeast, stirs it well, and-leaves
ittorise When it is wel risen, she botiles
it for use.  She says it will keep eiglt woeks
in cool weather.~[W. Burak

come vacant, unless such persons do previously
perfor_the necessary conditions of pPayment, ime
provemeat, and residence, on avail themselves ot
the privilege above offerc.l

The equitable interest of the partieg (or theie
assizns) who may have mule mrrovements or
performed labou on any of the Los to be sold
or fhefeited, wiil in'all cwes ba fully protected
ag®ost subscquent purchasers; but in no ecase
shali snch persons haviag ma le imp ovements on

Tue Forries o¥ FasaroNn.—-The Ilast
fresk of fashivn is to give the “coup de grace”
to the pearl powder, white lead and roage,
theet have so long rei Even belladoti
is to be discarded, aud “golde® ha r wi.l short

i wot still raver.. The decrec has sone forth
for black hair and bronze compl-xions, and
these will, no doubt, shortly evowd the parks.
How they are produeed s the only- question
that need concern us.  The destructive natur-
of the chemical a ent usually employed fin
dyeing the bpir black, is well knowa'to our
readers  To give a lady of fashion the com-

ly be as rare as the real auburn tint of natuve, |

the Lands, or performed labour in part or in whele
for such Landsy bave any cliim therefor upon the
Government ot this Province.

CIHARLES CONNELL,
Mar 27 —<3m Sur, Gen.
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TODD, CLEWLEY, & Co.

ST. STEPHEN,
Offer for sale lix “Emma” from Cardenass
125 hlll)i. very bright Centrifizal

SUG AR,
74 Boxes Mrown [favana de,
50 *  White do do.

Also—Ex “Pollie Jones” from Rome ling

plexion of a gipsey, nothing is needed: but 5
little walnut juice, and - we Lave reason to

I kno'r that this bas already found its way to

¥

28 Hhds. s Striglly Prime Remedios
25 Ticrces 4 Molnsses,
15 Ilhds. Clvoi(k Q,v:— Jane, 1768,
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of ang 'ry-like that of fho




