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tains Mr. Dawson had previously measured the height of similar
terraces 4400 feet above the sea. While those great depressions
occurred in the Post-pliocene period, there is evidence to show
that in the preceding Pliocene age the land in British Columbia
may have been 900 feet higher than at present. On the other
hand, in modern times the coast would scem to have been going
down at a rate in some cases of as much as ten to fifteen feet in
a century ; while there are Indian traditions of sudden waves
overflowing the land, and perhaps occasioned by earthquake
movements. With reference to these modern changes, it should
be observed that British Columbia forms a part of that great
band of voleanic and seismiec activity which extends along the
west coast of America, and which presents in our own time and
in the more recent geolozical periods, evidences of agencies which
have long slumbered on the eastern margin of the continent.

On our own side of America, the nnmerous terraces 80 well
developed on the Lower St. Lawrence, mark the stages of re-
cession of the Post-pliocene ocean. Mr. Richardson informs me
that he has found one of these terraces on the west coast of New-
foundland, at a height of 1225 feet above the sea. On Beleeil
Mountain, in our own neighbourhood, we find travelled Lauren-
tian stones which must have been water-borne, at a height of
nearly 1200 feet, and if the travelled stones found by Prof.
Hitcheock on Mount Washington have been deposited by floating
ice, then the highest summits of our mountains must have been
under water at the time of the greatest Post-pliocene submer-
gence.  Mr. Milne Home has recently directed attent on to many
facts of similar import which are being accumul. ted in Great
Britain avd in Norway. Geologists are thus beginning to realize
the evidence of a prevalence of the sea over the Northern hemis-
phere in the most recent of the geological periods ; which at one
time they would have regarded with the utmost scepticism,

While noticing these papers, I would also direct attention to
the evidence which they afford as to the action of sea-borne ice
as distinguished from that of glaciers; and in connection with
this it is important to note the influence attributed to floating
pack ice and ¢ pan ice " by the officers of the late Aretic expedi-
tion, as well as by Prof. Hind and by Prof. Milne in recent papers
in the Geological Magazine. On the other hand the observations
of Hellond on the glaciers of Greenland, published in the Geolo-
gical Magazine, state the interesting fact that one of the great




