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6 SILVERLAND AND ITS STORIES

Ferliind and Herbert (pronounced He Bear) were shortlv
j..ined by the following: VV. C. Chambers (who had the contract
for building the railway from Mud Uke to New Liskeard, passing
through this section, and whose sub-contractors and their em
ployees discovered so many of the valuable mines), R. A G il

braith, Divisional Kngineer, and VV. B. Russell, Chief Kneineer
oftheT.andN.O. ^

At this time one man might take up 320 acres, but these five
either being ignorant of that fact, or too generous to take advantage
of it, only entered 160 acres each. After thev had entered the
846 acres, Tom Herbert got busy and discovered mineral on every
one of the lots, which proves that of all the discoverers of Cobalt
Tom He Bear was king. He, a woodsman, and railway navvy'
could give cards, spades and the joker, and then beat the mining
doctors to a standstill. My eyes ! but Tom was smart when it rame
to finding a mineral which up to now he had never heard men-
tioned, .save in small coins. Toward the last he got so expert
that he could find it any old place—but this belongs to the stories
I am to tell you some other time, when you want your hair curled

Incidentally, while 320 acres iiight then be entered, this
was first cut to 40 acres, and later to 20 in Coleman township-
40 acres in all other districts may yet be taken up.

Herbert soon grew tired of being a mine-owner, and sold his
interest to his partners. He wanted to sell to others, but that
he learned he could not do, that is, he was told he could not do.
But this too belongs to the stories yet to come—sometime.

The next thing was to have the land surveyed. Again the
question of "Where's the money?" Robert Laird, a Haileybury
surveyor, proving a "good angel," came to their relief and did
the work for a fifth interest. Later, like Tom, he preferred a
certainty to a prosjiect, took $1,000 and ceased to be a holder of
"Nipissing." He has frequently regretted his lack of faith.

Ferland took samples of the "rock" to New York, showed it to
E. P. Earle, of 31 Nassau Street, who seeing in it value, got in
negotiations and later bought out the holders. He paid $250,000
for the 846 acres, and that he might be sure not to lo.se his money
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