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continued. If we may judge by iheir share in the public

burdens, they must have had nearly a third o£ the land

in their possession. But this vast wealth was now dis-

tributed among a turbulent nobility, too powerful before;

and the Stuarts soon found, that in the bishops and lord

abbots they had lost the only means of balancing their

factions, so as to turn the scale in favor of law and order;

and by and by the haughty barons themselves, who had

scrambled for the worldly spoil of the church, found that

the spiritual influence had been concentrated in hands

as haughty as their own, and connected with no feelings

likely to buttress their order any more than the Crown

— a new and sterner monkery, under a different name,

and essentially plebeian. Presently the Scotch were on

the verge of republicanism, in state as well as kirk, and

I have sometimes thought it was only the accession of

King Jamie to the throne of England that could have

given monarchy a chance of prolonging its existence

here." One of his friends asked what he supposed might

have been the annual revenue of the abbey of MeUose in

its best day. He answered that he suspected, if all the

sources of their income were now in clever hands, the

produce could hardly be under £100,000 a year; and

added: "Making every allowance for modem improve-

ments, there can be no question that the sixty brothers

of Melrose divided a princely rental. The superiors

were often men of very high birth, and the great major-

ity of the rest were younger brothers of gentlemen's

families. I fancy they may have been, on the whole,

pretty near akin to your Fellows of All Souls— who,

according to their statute, must be iene nati, bene vettiti,

et medioeriter docti. They had a good house in Edin-

burgh, where, no doubt, my lord abbot and his chaplains

maintained a hospitable table during the sittings of Par-

liament." Some one regretted that we had no lively

picture of the enormous revolution in manners that must

have followed the downfall of the ancient Church in


