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kingdom was to rest on sacrifice—suffer and

serve. Amazing hope, that anything so weak,

so helpless, could regenerate the masterful

world ! But Jesus has not been put to shame :

His plan has not failed. There are many em-

pires on the face oi the earth to-day, but none

so dominant as the kingdom of God. Jesus by

the one felicitous stroke of the Cross has re-

placed the rule of rights by the idea of sacri-

fice ; and when Jesus' mind has obtained every-

where, and the men cease to ask, ' What am I

to get,' and begin to say, * What can I give,'

then we shall see a new heaven and a new earth

wherein dwelleth righteousness.

It was natural that the imagination of Jesus

should inspire heroic souls in every age ; it was

perhaps inevitable that few could enter into

His mind. Nothing has given such a moral

impetus to human society ; nothing has con-

ferred such nobility of character as the King-

dom of God ; nothing has been so sadly mis-

understood. The sublime self-restraint of

Jesus, His inexhaustible patience, His immov-

able charity, His unerring insight, did not de-

scend to certain of His disciples. They longed


