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British Columbia.

I'ART frdii its mineral wealth, the timber

lands of British Columbia constitute its

chief resources ; and now tliat their value

is being recognised in the export markets,

we may look with increasing confidence lo

the future to bring greater prosperity to

the iumb'jr trade of the province. Of the

382.300 square miles which form the area

of British Columbia 285,554 are wooded
— a large proportion, indicating the

steady supply that can bt . sured for many
years to come. In the ,iast, fores: fires

have denuded the country of much, of its

timber, but they were hardly avoidable in the unsettled

state of the Colony. Fortunately, as the greater part of the

and readiness to take an excelle.it tiniih. Hitherto the red

cedar—a rich wood for interior work—has been better

known : but the yellowctdar is steadily coming to the front.

Cypress is grown in great profusio.i in Vancouver Island,

but is most plentiful on the north coast, and has attain'id

celebrity as the material out of which the Hydah Indians

built their war canoes, sixty feet long. In the first illustration

we give a view of a forest in British Columbia, affording some
idea of the monarchs which grow in that wood-favoured

country. Almost all the timber attains to great heights,

and, as will be observetl, the density of the woodland is con-

siderable. Among the merchantable timi)ers is white

spruce, which finds use in wood-pulp manufacture and in

making doors, packing-cases, etc. ; in the latter instance a

very large supply being necessary to nie.t the wants of the
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best timber is near the coast, the fires were unable t>. effc.c

any serious inioads upon the mo.^t. accessible surplies—
owing, of course, lo the luiiMidily of the clini.iti. ,ind the

dense foi'-st growths there louu'l.

Soiui' ton.y varieties of timber are i'ouiu! in the Colony,
and <if ihese I>cupui5 fir lias .ittained the v.iilesl celc;bri' v.

Probably its n\i;>t important teslimouial CMnts from Dr.

Nanscn, whose vessel, the " Fran'.," in t'le late .Vrctic

voyage, was made of tli.s wooil. Hxiierience in those

northern regions showed its wonderful strength and
elasticity, and should lead to its further popularity for

similfir purposes. Grown on the coast, '.he irei; attains

a height of 300 ft., for specimen> have been (ouiul

with i». base cin.unifeien:e j'pproaching y> h. Height^
of ISO It. may be classed as laii average si/.s, with
a di.imelci of ft. Cotnpared with I)ougla.< fir, .-.o far a-i

streiigih is concerncil, 'h' yellow cedar g-o\vti in lliilisii

Cohamhia m-jrits atler.iionlorits large dinien;ic 11 -, dar.ibiiiiv,

various industries in tinned goods whicli thrive along tlu

co.ist, Wlien tlie supply of Douglas fir shows evidence of

e.\liaustion, the colonists will probably regaid hemlock as its

mccessor. Aniont; the manv excclient cabinet woods in'.hr

province ar,- while pine, maple, alder, and the arbutu>.

.V!lii.)ugb the local tunber supply is everywhere plentiful,

there are, of murse, localities where it is more proluje, ar 1

among the-e t'ne best kiicwn are thoieon Vancouver Island,

ali/iig the V'raser Kuer, in the Westminster district, 011 the

Binrard Inlet in .•jonth Vancou\er, anii the principal inlets

of the coast as far a.5 Knight's Inlet.

Looking at the connnercial aspect of the Unti^-h Coluin-

biii limber bcsiness, it is gratifying i" note thai the cloud ol

depression Ih.-.l long darkened the |
r.i^pects has been lilied.

According tc I'u report of the !'>n*.i>h Columbia Board

of Trade tor li-wj the 'juanlity ut during ihose twelve

months was ii2,H8.(,64o feet, or .ibnut 40 per cent, more
lli.iii 111 \i\\, t'.ie f.ireij'i de;na;;.l not 'Jiily being con-

'mm»y^


