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setiboavd of the No"thwest Territories.

It is of itself a o-reat inland Sea, and by
means of tiio Canals of the Dominion, an<l

the Sault St. Marie Canal of the United

States, it is accessible during the sesison of

navigation to vessels from the oceai:.

It is from this great I ike that rout>^s

available, or susoeptildo of being made so,

K8 lines of communication with the vast

unpeOjiled Territorif's which have fallen

to the lot of the Dominion must, in the

first instance, be sought for and any In-

fomiation regarding these from travellers

or others will, doubtless, be acceptable to

Canadians.

In looking for a route to the interior,

ill any country, regard must be had to i\

harbor which, if such can be found, should
l^ in a place naturally gafe and easy of

access from the sea on one side, and prac-

ticable as a starting point to roads on the

other.

These conditions seem to be met with

at Thunder Bay, formerly the grand em-
porium of the Fur Comp.. .'.^s, and now
the starting point of the road to Manitoba
—commonly known as the " Dawson
Route.

"

The magnificent Bay is well sheltered,

having the peninsula with the high pro-

montory of Thunder Cape to the east,

Pie Island to the south, and further out
Isle Royale guarding it from the surge of

the great Lake. The Bay itself is, how-
ever, of such dimensions that a surf rather

uncomfortable to small boats sometimes
* rises within it; but at Prince Arthur'*

Landing, the place from which the road

8tartp, perfect shelter has been obtained

by means of |b fine dock recently con-

structed by the Domimon Government.
Ibunder Bay, however, has a rival in

Nipegon Bay, a land-locked sheet of water

at the northern extremity of Lake Supe-

vior, which has also been spoken of ss a
starting point for a route to the West.
It is claimed for it that it is completely

sheltered, as it no dOubt is, but it is I

objected to, on the other harxd, that it is

shallow (the Fatje Flat of the Voyageurs)

so intricate as to be imoracticable of navi-

gation to sailing vessels without the aid

of a Tug, an J so completely land-locked

as to assume the characterofa small inland

lake, freezing a month earlier than Thund-
er Bay is the fall, and remjtining a fort-

night or three weeks longer covert .1 with

ice in the spring. Last spring was an
unusually coKl one, and it 13 claimed for

Thunder Bay that it was open the first

week in May, while Mipegon was locked

up with ice till the 2iJrd.

The Steamers, it is said, navigateThund-
er Bay all through November, while Ni-

pegon B ay is closed with the first cold

weather—and finally, that i bunder Bay
is easy of access to sailing vessels at all

times.

Ou the other hand, it is claimed for

Nipegon Bay, that it is 30 m les further

east, and that the Railroad route fiom it

to Manitoba is no longer than from Thund-
er Bay. There is a diversity of opinion

as to the best route for the main line

—

some advocate the Lake shores to Nipe-
gon Bay, others the same line continued to

TiiUiiddr Bay, while a third favor the
route to the north of those in question,

along the English River and Lake
water system, stretching east and west
between Lake Nipegon and old Fort
Garry at the head of deep water on the

Red River, 30 miles irom Lake Winnipeg,
and thence west to the southwest angle of
Lake Manitoba ; others mariners, (fee, frona

Ottawa to the Geoigian Bay, thence by
boat to Thunder Bay, and by rail

straight to Garry.

Thunder Ba*^ has, at least, an advant-

age in the fact tuat it has warm advocates

in the population of Prince Arthur's Land-
ing, who do not fail to sound its praises .

while Nipegon Bay still reposes amidst
unbroken forests in the silence of nature.

A little to the west of Prince Arthur's

Landing is the Valley of the Kamicisti-
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