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ready, and their own friends are speciitatfng on the splendid prizes

in store for the rest of them.

No man can be so blind as not to see that a most dangerous
plot has been contrived in Canada and that both parties, in this

Province have been betrayed by their ro'^rj^ctive leaders, who have
endeavoured to chrry it into exccutiorj, i spite of the people, who
were not in any manner to be allowed io interfere with it, and it

must be admitted that the conspirators have manifested no lack of
resolution to brave all the consequences of their daring enterprise.

But here we perceive the hand ofProvidence plainly at work on
these deluded men, whose eagerness for ofBce has so completely

blinded t.heir understanding, that just at the moment they are con-

gratulating themselves on having obtained a glorious victory, the

tide of the battle takes a sudden turn, and in consequence of the

want of common prudence and ordinary generalship, they are

completely routed and ignominiousl}' defeated.

If they had possessed common sense they must have foreseen

that in the end the people must and would triumph, and therefore

their attempt to exclude the consideration of confederation from
them was as ill-judged as it was insolent and dishonest. If, again,

they had possessed but a trifling knowledge of constitutional law,

thej' must have perceived that a Statute of the Provincial Legisla-

ture was indispensable to give effect to the provisions of the Eng-
lish Act. Had such a course been pursued, we should have been
placed in this unpleasant predicament, that we should have been
compelled to oppose a confederation forced upon us by the forms of

the constitution. This would have been exceedingly disagreeable

to a loyal people, and if the Queen had lost their affections she

would have owed it to the conspirators against the people's rights,

and not to the people themselves.

But, thanks to a merciful Providence, we have escaped this

dreadful calamity, and by the goodness of God, in having darken-

ed the understandings of oui enemies, we can reject confederation

—

the greatest evil that could befall us—without violating even any

of the forms of the constitution. We have it in our power to pre-

vent the only measure that could place us under the curse of such

a system—a statute of the Provincial Legislature—without which,

the Canadians can no more introduce confederation than Lake
Superior, into Nova Scotia.

« The conspirators have now played out their game. They fan-

cied that they had checkmated the people, but they forgot to make
the only move on the board that could secure the victory. The
wretched majority with which they worked theirdangerous intrigue has

ceased to exist. They have allowed their troops to be disbanded,

and they are surrounded by the army of an injured and insulted

people, and must surrender at discretion. As long as that infa-

mous majority existed, the people were powerless, and Nova Scotia

was as it were in a state of seige. The seige is raised, and the army

that encompassed us is dead and buried. For the last month I


