
58 FOREIGN PO^.ITICS.

been fyftcmatically purfucd, or as it has fallen

into neglcdl, the confequence and fccurity of

the Britifli nation bzs always increafcd or

diminifhcd. It would perhaps be fuperfluous

now to enquire, by what fatality it was that at

the commencement of the Amtriciin war we

were found without a fingle ally; and that

while every year brought fome frelh acccflion

to the league, which during the progrefs of

that war was combined againfl us, we were

left to the lafl: to maintain the ftruggle, with-

out any other afllftance than the national

vigour and refourccs of the country, dif«

coursged and crippled by fo many concurring

circumftances. But without referring to the

caufes of this misfortune, the cffedls of it wc

have all felt, and muft long remember. The
united hoftility of fo many of the powers of

Europe, and the more than fufpicious neutra-

lity of the reft, reduced us to the neceflity of

concluding a peace on terms of conceflion and

humiliation. And by a natural cffeft, thcfe

evils operated reciprocally the one upon the

other i fo that as our being deftitute of allies

was one principal caufe of our loffes during

the war; fo the condition to which we were

reduced at the peace, was a difcouragement

to arty power, even if any fuch had cxifted,

who was difpofed to connedt its interefts with

thole of Great Britain* :
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