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it iniglit be |)crfccUy true that a country three ov f,

times as largo as Great Britain ought to have represii,

tives three or four tunes as numerous, yet it was not ll;

say th^t a small c uutry should have an Assembly pic.jn

tionally small.
—

'J iir ureat object in the institution c;

popular Assi'mblift, vas that the people should be fully i

freely re|)re3i;nted ; iiiul that the representative body ;jh

have ail the virtue ; and vices incident to such assemhii

But when they made an assembly to consist of 16 or'.

persons, thoy seemed to him to give a free constitutioi;!

appearance, ^vhcn, in fact, they withheld it. In Ui

Britain we had a septennial bill ; but the goodness olj

had been considered doubtful, at h-'ast, even by manyj|

those who tuok a 'eadin the [jirsent bill. The right honoiug.^^g

gentleman (Mr. Pittj had himself supported a vote for ^o- t

repeal ot that act. ile did not now mean to discuss ^i|^!^

merits ; but a m^iin ground on which it had been thoui^j,^

defensible was. that a general election in this country v|^^yj.

attended with a variety of inconveniences. 'J'hat goni j*^^ „

elections in Great Britain wr-re attended with several
[jqjj ,

conveniences could not be doubted; but when they Cuqj

to a country so dilFerent in circumstances as Canada, n

where elections, for many years at least, wei*e not liko

to be attended with the consequences which they dreade

\Yhy they should make such assemblies, not annual ,

triennial, but septennial, was beyond his comprehensic

A septennial bill did not apply to many ot the most vt

pectable persons in that country : they might be persu

engaged in trade, and if chosen representatives for sevr^

years, they might not be in a situation to attend during

that period : their affairs might call them to England

many other circumstances might arise, effectually to pi
jj^y

vent them from attending the service of their counli
""''

But although it might be inconvenient for such perso

to attend such assembly for the term of seven years, tlit

might be able to give their attendance for one, or evc

for three years, without any danger or inconvenience '|Mf (

their commercial concerns. By a septennial bill the counjMm
try of Canada might be deprived of many af the few rejJBd
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