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on all sicks with shrieks and outcries that were in.

deed terrifying. It was to no purpose to resist, be-

ing hilt three to so great a number. One of them

snatehed the pipe of peace out of my hand. We
presented them with some small pieces of Martinico

tobacco, and made signs to them with our oars upon

the sand, that the Miamis their enemies, whom they

were in search of, liad passed the river, and were

gone to join the Illinois.

Being tlun out of all hopes of surprizing their

enemies, three or four of the eldest of them laid their

hands on my head, and began to weep bitterly, ac-

companying their tears with such mournful accents

as can hardly be expressed ; while I, with a sor-

ry handkerchief I had left, made shift to dry up

their tears ; however, to very little purpose ; for re-

fusing to smoke in our calumet, they thereby gave

us to understand, that their design was still to mur-

der us ; and one hundred of their leaders coming

up to us, made us to understand by signs, that their

warriours were resolved upon our death. This

obliged me to apply myself to their chiefs, and pre-

sented them with six hatchets, fifteen knives and

some pieces rf tobacco ; after which, bending my
neck and pointing to a hatchet, I signified to them,

by that submisbion, that we threw ourselves on their

mercy.

The present had the good effect to soften some of

them, who, ac(,ording to their custom, gave us some

beavers' flesh to eat, themselves putting the three

first bits in our mouths, having first blown upon it,

because it was hot ; after this the} set their platter

before us, made of the bark of a tree, leaving us at
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