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piiiod, and with like succos.s. Pahi'dlithic iiapli'iiiciits luive been ri'covt'red in lliis iiiiniiU'r

ill Siilliilk, licdlbrd, llarll'di-c], Ki'nt, Middli'W'x. Sunvy. and oilier districts in tlio south of

I'jland. So I'litiri'ly indi'i'd has ihi- man ol tin' drit'l passed beyond the jn'ovinee of tlii

111! li:eolou:isl, that in iHiil Professor I'rcstwiili I'oilowed up his iVo/M n/i Fiiiiliir Disiorciie)

1/ /'///// Iiii/ilniif'iils in lii''/s of Pusl- IVi-inn-ne (tr,ifH ami Clni/, with a listoi' lorty-one loialilies

wli' re gravel and ehvy pits or irravel beds oeeiir, as some ol' the places in the south of

IJiuland where he thoui^ht Hint implements miuhl also by diliu'eiit si-anh possibly be found ;

mill subsetjnent diseovi'iies conlirmed his antiripations. It has been by the applieaiion

(il liie same prinei|>le to the drift and river-valley t-ravels of this continent that a like siic-

iv-s has been achieved. The result of a careful study of this tool-bearinu' uravel of the

ji.lawaro may be thus summarized fri>m recent reports of trustworthy acientilic observers :

Tlie Trenton i^ravel is a post-irlacial river deposit, made at a time when the river was lariicr

lliiiii its i)reseMt volume. Ii represents apparently the lati'st of the surface deposits of the

upper Delaware valley. Its actual au'e, "aii<l the conse(|ueiit date to which the anlicpiily

"1 man on tiie Delaware should be assiuned, is a (juestion which a'eolog-ical data alone are

Millicieiit losolve."* Dr. .Abbott, however, while now recoirnisinu; it as post-nlacial. a.-sumes

il III be an imuiecliate relic of the clos" of I hi' ylacial e|iiich ; and he accordinu'ly remarks ;

"The nieltinu- of a local lilacier in the ('alt ski II Mountains would |)robably result, al the head

fillers of the Delaware, in a continued Hood of sutlicieni volume, if supiilenienicd by the

;i'iion of lloatiny ice, to I'orm the Trenton uravels."t Whilst, therefore, he abandons the

iMilier idea of trlai-ial, or inler-ulacial man, he still recoLrnizes in the implements of ihe

Tivntoii valley n'ravel the evidence of a race of men akin to. and probably conlenipoiarv

with, the river-drifl men of I'^urope's paheolithic era.

American archieologists have undoul)tedly been repeatedly deceivi'd by the misleading

tnices of comparatively nn.dern remains in (h^jmsits of some n'eoloiiical antiijuily : as in

instances already referred to in the t'alifoinia uravel-beds. There, indeed, LTound and

pi'lished instruments of stone, including a '' plumei " of highly polished syenite, an
I'xliihition of the lapichiry's skill superior to anylhiimyet furnished by the Stone Aye of

riilier continent, "J ai)pear to be not uncommon, in the same jiost-pliocene fornnuion where

the fossil remains of the elephant and mastodon abound. Dr. Abbott has not overlooked

ilie danger to which the archirologist is thus ex])osed on a continent which, so I'ar as its

ii'iiiriiiines are concerned, may be said to be still in its Stone Age. He accordiniily renuirked

ill his original report ;
" The chance oecii.rreiice of single speiimens of the ordinary forms

if Indian relics, at depths somewhat greater than they have usuallj' r'?ached, eveu in <'0ii-

siiintly cultivated soils, induced me, several years since, to carefully examine the underlying

uiavels, to determine if the common surface-found stone implements of Indian ori-iiu were

I ver found therein, except in such manner as might easily be explained, as in the case of

ilcep burials by the uprooting of large trees, whereby an implement lying on the surface, or

iiinnediatefy below it, might fall into the gravel beneath, and silbseciuently become buried

^veral feet in depth; and lastly, by the action of the water, as where a spring swollen by

s)iring freshets, cuts for itself a new channel, aud carrying away a large body of earth, leaves

* I'rimitivo Iiulnstry, p. 547,
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