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been determined and the next thing to

be done was to go through the farce of

purchasing it from tlie Indians. All the

land occupied by our New England set-

tlers was bought from the Indians, but

the early pioneers never let sentiment

interfere with business— they bought as

cheaply as they could, independent of

the real worth of their purchases. For
instance, all the fertile lowdands from

Suffield to Northfield were obtained

from the natives for a few great coats

and some hundred fathoms of wampum.
The Indians were as children in the

hands of the Puritans when it came to

business.

Major John Pynchon of Springfield,


