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Wo had now an advantage over the

United States, because the cost of living

was cheaper liere, and lie wished we could

remain so without enhancing the prices to

consumers. Under no other circum-

stances could wo compete with the

United States. A great deal had been

said about the result of Protection in

that country. The fact was, if there was
any nation that could afford to set up a

fiscal Chinese wall, the United States

could. They had every variety of soil,

climate and ])roductions. They could

produce almost everything they recpiired,

and had within themselves all the com-
modities they needed, having a great ad-

vantage over Canada in this respect.

Besides, their population was ten to one

of ours. It was well known that to

manufacture cheaply wo must manufac-

t\ne largely, and we had not a market
large eiiough to encourage extensive

manufactures. There were some indus-

tries in which one large factory would
supply the whole Dominion. tJnder a

high Protective system in both countries,

our neighbours would have decidedly and
entirely the advantage over us, and we
could not compete with them, and yet

our manufacturers with these advan-

tages had been more prosperous under
our low tarift'than those of the United
States imder their high Protective tariff.

It was to the interest of the largo mass
of cousvuTierj! to buy wherever they

chose without any trammels. Having
made our money, we sho\ild be permitted

to get as much as ))0ssible for it. He
coui'l not, for the life of him, outside of

a political reason, understand why this

tariff had been inivugurated. It

was said that, if it did not prove

satisfactoi-y, we could change it.

But it was well known that

nothing wa.s more injurious to business

than tlrs cousLaut tinkei-iiig with the

tariff. Tlie maiuifacturevs of the country

required a settled tariff u[ion which they

could base tlieir cnlculation.s. Without
a permanent taiiff, they would not

run tJ.p risk of making largo in-

vestme.uts for rnannfaetuiing j)ur-

pooes. But it luv' been said the

poo])lo dosirod this tariff, and that the

question had Ix^on settkd by them on the

17th 8eptond»cr last. He entirely dis-

fieuted fiom this. It had l)oon shown, and

the iacu was, that they were not consulted.

In one part of the Dominion, gentleman
oppositH had favoured Protection when
before the electors, and in another Free-

trade. If the Li'.)eral candidates men-
tioned in New Brunswick the probability

of the gentlemen opposite introducing

Protection, it was at once denied, as in

the telegram to Mr. Boyd. In Prince

p]dward Island, as in New Brunswick,
the candidates of gentlemen ojiposite had
talked Free-trade. Had they done
otherwise, had a single one of them, or

all of them, come out as advocates of

such Protection as was now proposed,

not a single Conservative would have

been returned to Parliament from that

section. But not one of them dared to

do so. He (Mr. Burpee) did, in fact,

believe that the duties on flour and coal

would be re-enacted, and had told his

constituents so, but he did not venture

to say that they would dare to jiropose

the present rates of duties. He did not

think the Finance Minister would have
the nerve to propose it or be a party to

it. They had been told before Confedera-

tion that a revenue of thirteen millions

would be sufficient for all purposes of the

Confederation for twenty-five yeais

to come. He (Mr. Burpee) recol-

lected very well listening to a

speech delivered by the Finance

Minister in his (i\Ir. Burpee's) own
neighbourhood, in which that gentleman

grew eloquent over the statement that

thirteen millions would be sufficient, and
went oi^Jp state that $2.7.5 per head

would oeall they would have to ])ay

to the Fedei-al Government. He
told them there was no danger

of their being swamped by the larger

Provinces. ]Ie had then stated that, in

the Dominion, on all questions of amoral
character, the Maritime Provinces would

have the sujiport of Ontario, while on all

questions"affecting fiscal arrangements tiie

Maritime interests would run parallel

with Quebec, ami they would have the

support of that Province, and that in any
case they would be in the majority and
hold the balance of power. He (Mr.

Burpee) had not believed he would ever

see the day when the Finance Minister

would bring in a tariff to tax them Sij^i) per

he.4d instead of $"J.75, and would be se-

lected to lead the Conservatives of On-
tario to assail and destroy the best inter-

ests of New Uninswick, which he had as-


