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eiprijrlit. She ,ii,l not pick out the cssenriul acts
that ltd to success. SIic pcrcciv cil that the nut could
Iv secured hv .^oin-r through a certain scries of mo-
tions, ami t!ie useless Diovcniciits were jrradually
chi7iinate(l witli an a\erajrc shortening of the time
necessary to '^:\\n tlie doirccl end. So far as her
proujress is concerned after she had removed the
cork from the bottle, she Ka\ c no evidence of clearly

ll'crceixin.L,^ hou- anything that she did furthered her
IHirpose. Apparently she did not clearly apprehend
tliat il she Xuvn^d the hottle upside down the nut
would tail d.iwn uliliin reach of her lin^rers, al-
th<.u.-h she had seen the nut fall do/ens of times.
In the course of her intent elf(.rts her mind seemed
s<. absorbed with the object of desire that it was
ne\er tocussed on the means of attaininj^r that ob-
ject. Ihere was no deliberation, and no discrimi-
natK.n between the important and the unimportant
elements ot her beha\ ior. ihe ^r,-avlually increasing
facility ol lier performances depended un the appar-
ently unconseious e!iminati.,n (.f useless movements.

Ihe |-re\ious experiments were modified by giv-
ing l.i//ie a nut In a screw-cap Mason jar without
a cover. .She could easih reach into the wide mouth
and .i^et the nut, but she picked up the jar instead
and turned it about. I lavin^r accidentally dropped
the jar. she scuttled awav in alarm, but she cautiously
approached it aij:ain. turned it o\ er and jrot the nut.
I hen she picked u(^ the jar, carried it to her perch,
n-llmir ,t over and over with her hands and feet in


